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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

“Whydoyaneeds”
To the editor:

Why do YOU need that 16 oz. coffee cup, when a “normal” cup of cof-
fee is only 8 oz.?  Why do YOU need that particular dog or cat, when most 
other folks choose other types of dogs and cats?  Why do YOU need those 
flashy clothes, when most other folks opt for less flashy clothes?  Why do 
YOU need that car, when other cars are better for you?  Why do YOU need 
that gun, when all you need to defend your liberty and freedom is a sling-
shot and a belly-full of pasture graze?

Why is it anyone’s business what you feel the need to have, or simply 
want?  Who are the brainless dolts that believe governments should be em-
powered to tell you what you can want, need, or have?

There’s a whole lot of folks wearing pins, rings, tattoos, and other stuff, 
in and on every conceivable body part.  I personally think they’re as ugly as 
warty toads, but does anyone want the government telling them they don’t 
need them, and can’t have them?  Where did government get that power?  
Who gave it that power?

 
George “Jack” Keiper
Amherst

CONCORD HAPPENINGS

The Manchester Road Bridge
This past week Representative Shannon Chandley and I filed 

legislation to expedite the replacement of the closed Manchester 
Road bridge.

The Manchester Road bridge is one of the 353 municipal red list-
ed bridges, and one of three in Amherst. The other two are the 
Horace Greeley bridge over Pulpit Brook and the New Boston 
Road bridge over Beaver Brook. To assist municipalities in bridge 
replacement or rehabilitation of bridges, the state has a Bridge Aid 
fund. With this fund the state the state currently contributes 80% 
of the repair or replacement cost.

Unfortunately for Amherst, in relation to the Manchester Road 
bridge, the New Hampshire Department of Transportation has 
determined that the funds are available only at the time the con-
struction is being done. Our officials have requested funding for 
the bridge, but with so many communities making requests to the 
Bridge Aid fund, there is a wait list. Our request is on the 2018 aid 
schedule. So, under the current DOT policy, if we desire funding, 
we must delay the replacement until 2018.

The legislation filed is designed to encourage prompt construc-
tion; early construction will benefit the traveling public and save 
the increased costs resulting from later construction. The DOT es-
timates that costs will increase at the rate of five percent a year. The 
bill recognizes the benefits of prompt construction and authoriz-
es the communities to take immediate action at the communities 
expense, and then be reimbursed at a later date. In the case of the 
Manchester Road bridge the wait would be until 2018.

Senator Peter Bragdon and Representatives Peter Hansen and 
Laurie Sanborn will join us on the bill.

 
Representative Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

Invested in Medicare?
To the editor:

There will be a free showing of the documentary film Escape Fire: The 
Fight to Rescue American Healthcare 

at 4:30 on Sunday March 10 at Wilton Town Hall Theatre.
Many of us who have paid into Medicare for decades would like to be able 

to count on it when we need it. If you are concerned about the solvency of 
Medicare, you should be concerned about the amount of Medicare money 
that is wasted in our current healthcare system.

Americans pay far more for their healthcare than people in other devel-
oped nations, but we do not have comparable health outcomes. The fault 
is not with the doctors, but rather with the financial incentives that drive 
many health care practices.

There is a lot of profit to be made from our current healthcare system. We 
need to be informed consumers so that we can use our purchasing power 
to support medical practices that are teaching about health rather than just 
managing disease. You will see the difference in this film.

Escape Fire provides examples of healthcare that is patient-centered 
rather than profit-centered. It shows healthcare practices that help our 
wounded veterans to avoid drug addiction. In the film, we see a large cor-
poration helping its employees to make lifestyle changes that lead to signif-
icant health improvements. There is medical education that trains doctors 
and nurses to provide nutritional and lifestyle information.

The film is free and open to the public. Donations for Wilton Town Hall 
Theatre are welcome.

Sponsored by NH Green Coalition.

Jo Deckert
Amherst

Amherst Recreation’s “Winter  
Carnival” a Chilly Success!
To the editor:

Sunday February 17th was a blustery, frigid day with temperatures in the 
20’s and a wind chill of 20 below when the gusts came through- not an ideal 
day for our Annual Winter Carnival. And yet many people bundled up and 
braved the cold to join us. We’d like to extend a warm thank you to every-
one taking part in the afternoon’s activities including making environmen-
tally-friendly bird feeders, riding a docile and approachable pony, meeting 
and petting the sled dog team and warming up with refreshments and hot 
chocolate offered by the Amherst Fire Department. 

 Previous winter celebrations were held at the Peabody Mill Environ-
mental Center. To create new interest this year we moved the event to the 
Middle Street ice rink and the Village Green. Inviting community groups 
and special guests certainly helped us to provide a fun-filled afternoon, and 
we’d like to also thank: 

Gail Guertin from the NH Mushers brought four of her Siberian Huskies 
and sled. She answered questions while her dogs were friendly and wel-
comed lots of attention. 

Elliot Pratt from Walnut Hollow Farm arrived with three beautiful po-
nies. To assure a safe ride, the farm provided assistants and helmets for all 
riders. 

Amherst Boy Scout Troop #22 and their leaders built a snow shelter, 
cooked vegetarian chili, manned our fire and had some fun out on the ice 
rink. 

Amherst Girl Scout Troop #21695 sold Girl Scout cookies and also 
brought skates to join the crowd on the rink.

The Amherst Fire Department offered hamburgers, hotdogs and (most 
popular) hot chocolate!

Wilkins Elementary School for hosted our “Frosty the Snowman” and 
helped us get the word out.

Last but not least, Albien Sampson and the Middle Street neighborhood 
volunteers who maintain the Middle Street ice rink. The conditions for 
skating were perfect and many enjoyed the ice.

CONGRATULATIONS to the winners of our 1st Annual Snow Sculp-
ture Contest- Shyra Mahar (age 7) for “Snow Woman” and Sam Sirois (4th 
grade) for “Snow Turtle.”  You can find Sam’s turtle on the upper east cor-
ner of the ice rink lot.

On behalf of the Amherst Recreation Department and Commission, 
thank you for this opportunity. We had a great time and hope to see you 
again next year!

Nancy McMillan, Director
Jennifer Stover, Program Coordinator
Aisha Mitchell, Environmental   
Educator
Keith Trott, Park Foreman
Amherst Recreation Department

The Bullying Should Stop
To the editor:

I grew up in Lyndeborough and moved to Amherst in 1965.  I became in-
volved with the town first as a bus driver for the Amherst School District, 
served on the Amherst Rescue Squad in the early 70’s and taught swim-
ming at Baboosic Lake.  I joined the Amherst Police Department in 1975 
and the opportunity to serve as Town Clerk became available in 1985 and 
I was asked if I’d be interested in the position.  I was appointed that year 
and am now serving my 9th term.  So I’ve seen a lot of what goes on in 
a small town over the years.  I had the pleasure of working with Barbara 
Landry who was appointed officially as the first Town Administrator for 
Amherst although she had worked for many Boards of Selectmen over the 
years.  Barbara always had time to listen to the employees of the town and 
our citizens knew they were always welcome in her office to talk about a 
problem they may have or just to stop in to chat.   In 1991, a search was 
begun for a new administrator to assume that position.  I don’t know how 
many applicants there were but  the one that was chosen worked for the 
town for ten years before she was found to have been stealing money.  The 
next one hired after a search was on a power trip and, although he was very 
knowledgeable about the position didn’t seem to care about some of the 
employees.  As a matter of fact, was very condescending and disrespectful. 

 When Gary MacGuire was hired as administrator we were content as 
Gary would treat the employees with the respect they deserved.  He had his 
own reasons for leaving and we were sorry to see him go.  Jim O’Mara was 
hired and began work in October of 2011 after serving on the Board of Se-
lectmen.  He and his wife Patti live in town and have raised their children 
here.   He treats all of us at Town Hall with respect and his door is always 
open should we have the need to talk to him.  He welcomes visitors to the 
building and has a strong commitment to customer service.  He makes us 
comfortable in our respective positions and is there to help.  Sure he had a 
learning curve, don’t we all?  

As a rule I don’t often express my opinions publicly however in my 40 
years of service to this wonderful town I have never seen anyone treated 
as maliciously and disrespectfully as Jim has been this past year.  I am em-
barrassed as a long term elected official and appalled at some of the things 
being said. The bullying should stop.

Jim O’Mara deserves a chance to serve the town he loves without all this 
disrespect and innuendo.  I ask that he be allowed to do the job he was hired 
to do and let him and his family heal from this terrible experience. The 
Town of Amherst needs to heal, too.

Nancy A. Demers
Town Clerk
Amherst

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Swimming Pools
Above ground pools by Sharkline, Celebration, Garden Leisure.

I Urge You to Vote Funds for   
Mosquito Surveillance Program
To the editor:

I would like to encourage voters to consider voting for warrant article 
#34 which provides funds for the proactive mosquito control that we have 
used for the past several years.  While surrounding communities have had 
mosquito borne alerts and resorted to widespread spraying, Amherst has 
not.  This is due to the mosquito prevention program which begins in the 
spring with surveillance and targeted breeding extermination.  This ap-
proach is better for the environment as it utilizes a significantly lower lev-
el of pesticides and also avoids destruction of insects that are beneficial to 
the environment.  The avoidance of widespread spraying is also healthier as 
we do not expose human beings, pets, domestic and other animals to pes-
ticides that, while considered safe, are still undesirable.  Lastly, this fiscally 
responsible approach provides funds for prevention which saves money in 
the long run as widespread spraying and other extermination programs are 
more costly and will necessitate emergency funding.  The cost of this pro-
gram, $40,000, is low when the alternatives are considered.  For the health 
and safety of our community, our citizens, and the environment as well as 
the fiscal stability of our budgets, I urge a yes vote for a continuation of this 
successful program.

Thank you,
Mary Katherine Lockwood, Ph.D.
Health Officer, Town of Amherst

Clinical Associate Professor, 
Molecular, Cellular, Biomedical Sciences, 
University of New Hampshire

More Letters on 
Pages 6 and 7

Join Us in Voting on March 12th for 
Dwight Brew
To the editor:

Many hours have been spent talking with people, reviewing minutes 
and documents and articles to come to a decision on who to support in the 
March elections for Selectmen in our town.  We have made our decision to 
support Dwight Brew for the following reasons.
Supporting Dwight Brew because he:         
• Was instrumental in the Board of Selectman’s move to get the financial 

audits up to date.  The audits are now up to date for the first time since 
2003.

• Dwight and Jim O’Mara were instrumental in putting a stop to paying 
departing employees for accumulated vacation and sick pay way above 
the stated “policy”.

• Is responsible for instituting the publishing of the Selectman’s Handbook 
on the town website so taxpayers can find out what to expect from their 
Selectmen.

• Freely admits that the purchase of the truck and other disruptions that 
recently occurred at Town Hall were, in his opinion, handled poorly and is 
taking aggressive steps to make sure it never happens again.

• Proposed and was responsible for the BOS adopting a policy for the 
Right to Know requests to make sure they are handled promptly and cor-
rectly.  Any requests will all be directed to one individual and discussed 
by the BOS in open meeting.

• Pushed to get the necessary $11M+ adjustments made to the financials 
that was required because of sloppy procedures that were uncovered.

Dwight is a visionary and is working diligently to make sure the BOS are 
operating in a transparent manner with ever improving procedures and or-
ganization.

Please join us in voting on March 12th for Dwight.
Respectfully 
Jan Bunker & Dave Fagan
Amherst
 


