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Measuring Value
To the editor:

My husband and I are as dismayed as many of our fellow Amherst res-
idents about our property taxes. But the idea we keep coming back to is: 
How do you measure the value of a high school that teaches mutual respect, 
self-respect, a realistic assessment of one’s strengths and weaknesses, and 
the effort to deeply examine one’s interests, abilities, and aspirations?

Academic skills are important - there’s no doubt about that. But 
self-knowledge and comfort with adults and learning to think critically are 
just as valuable. As our sons were going through Souhegan HS, we often 
said to ourselves “I wish my high school had pushed me to think about 
these things.” Of course high school kids don’t think as deeply as adults, but 
some of the ideas did get through to our kids and I would argue that these 
ideas and abilities have helped them as they have moved through college 
and internships and life.

How do you measure the value of this kind of education? I think we 
should all be very proud of Souhegan HS. I take every opportunity to tell 
people about our high school.

Jim Roberts
JoAnn Deckert  
Amherst      

We Are At a Crossroads in   
Amherst
To the editor:

The upcoming March elections provide an opportunity for all Amherst 
voters to voice their opinions regarding the goings on in our community.  
I believe we are at a crossroads and that we have an opportunity (and ob-
ligation) to make a choice between the current status quo with the Board 
of Selectmen, or improve upon the situation, providing needed relief and 
promise of better government.  It is with this choice in mind that I endorse 
Marilyn Peterman and Reed Panasiti for the two open BOS positions.  No 
matter what your beliefs may be, it is very apparent that the last year or 
more has been very tumultuous within the town government.  We have lost 
some highly valued and long term employees during this time.  We have 
suffered one default budget, and may likely be on the brink of another.  Our 
highest paid employee just returned from a multi-week paid vacation while 
the BOS conducted an internal investigation which cost thousands of dol-
lars and apparently accomplished absolutely nothing.  And, these examples 
barely scratch the surface of problems at the town hall. Through it all the 
taxpayers, the volunteers, and the employees have been left in the dark, ig-
nored, and disrespected.  It is time for a change in leadership.  It is time that 
we affect the one change available to us as voters – who will represent and 
lead us on the Board of Selectmen.

I believe that it is imperative we elect candidates that possess the experi-
ence necessary to jump right into the position, as well as the desire for open 
(public), honest, and courageous discussion of some difficult issues.  As a 
long term resident and retired town employee, I have seen many personal-
ities come and go from Amherst government, and I believe that Marilyn 
and Reed have previously proven themselves as leaders willing to openly 
ask the difficult questions, and tackle the problems with the determination 
to make changes; changes which are necessary to redevelop the reputation 
that Amherst once had as a highly respected town which avoided questions 
of competence, transparency, and integrity.  Both Marilyn and Reed have 
proven their love and respect this town and its residents, and that they will 
always have our best interests in mind.

Please join me in voting for Marilyn and Reed, and doing what we can to 
return Amherst to the high road again.

Peter Lyon
Amherst

Bergin Runs for Reelection as 
Cemetery Trustee
To the editor:

As a current Trustee of the Amherst Cemetery Trust, I am pleased to 
run again, to offer my services to the town, so that we can continue the 
planning of the building of Forestview Cemetery which has been our big-
gest project over the last several years.  The agreement with the Amherst 
Recreation Department for use of Cemetery Fields ends September, 2014.  

The state of NH has stated:
RSA 289:2 requires every municipality to provide one or more suitable 

cemeteries for interring the deceased people within its boundaries.  
In 2014, the land will become a cemetery and construction for Phase 

One will start.  The Trustees have been working with a landscape architect 
and engineering firm.  We now have a Master Plan for the Cemetery and 
are in the process of firming up Phase One which will cost approximately 
$165,000.  In addition we are in the process of filing a petition to determine 
the amount the NH Superior Court will allow us to use, from accrued in-
terest. The Trustees are not allowed to use principal.  It is our hope that 2/3 
of the cost will come from the Amherst Cemetery Trust Fund and the re-
maining third from the Town.

For those who wonder what the duties of a Cemetery Trustee are, here is 
a list as defined by New Hampshire RSA 289:7 Power and Duties:
I. Except in those municipalities in which other provisions have been made 
by a general or special act of the legislature, all cemetery trustees in the 
state shall: 
 (a) Adopt bylaws and regulations for their transaction of business and 

for the establishment and management of all municipal cemeteries 
within their responsibility. 

 (b) Prepare an annual budget indicating what support and maintenance 
of the municipal public cemeteries will be required out of public funds 
for submission to the appropriate agency of the municipality. A separate 
budget request shall be submitted for planning and establishment of a 
new public cemetery and for capital improvements or expansion of an 
existing public cemetery. 

 (c) Expend all moneys raised and appropriated by the municipality for 
cemetery purposes. Such funds shall be maintained in the general fund 
and paid in the same manner that funds of other municipal departments 
are paid. 

 (d) Expend income from all trust funds for cemetery purposes in accor-
dance with the conditions of each donation or bequest accepted by the 
municipality. Such trust funds shall be held in the custody and under 
the management of the trustees of trust funds. The trust income shall 
be transferred to the cemetery trustees by the trustees of trust funds in 
response to vouchers executed by the cemetery trustees, if the request-
ed funds are available. Such trust fund income shall not be commingled 
with the moneys raised and appropriated by the municipality. 

(e) Prepare deeds of cemetery lots for the governing body to sign. 
II. Cemetery trustees may appoint a cemetery custodian or sexton who 
shall not be a trustee and who shall be responsible to the cemetery trust-
ees for supervising work done in the cemeteries.

 
For experience, I have served as a Cemetery Trustee since 2001 and 

Chairman since 2004.  During that time, we have installed new fencing at 
Meadowview Cemetery, removed trees that were safety hazards, or other-
wise caused problems with upkeep; we have employed a maintenance per-
son working to improve the appearance of the cemeteries, and prepared for 
the 2014 Forestview construction.  In addition, we have had a flat budget 
for the last several years.

In running for re-election, I offer my experience, diligence and knowl-
edge of the RSAs to carry out my fiduciary responsibilities as an Amherst 
Cemetery Trustee. I ask for your vote on March 12.

 
Sincerely, 
Peter Bergin

Playing Fields in Amherst . . .
To the editor:

I feel obligated to reply to Mr. Knights letter in the Feb 12th edition of 
the Amherst Citizen. Mr Knight left out a great many important details 
contributing to the recent denial of his zoning variance request. Citizens 
of Amherst should be aware that Mr. Knight’s request was for a variance to 
allow outdoor commercial use of his property on Stearns Road, for activ-
ities to include “but not limited to: soccer, lacrosse, football, field hockey, 
polo, baseball, and frisbee” and “to provide a location for the Balloon festi-
val, Boy Scout Jamboree, Weddings, Functions and Farmers Market”. “ In 
other words, intense commercial use of the property that would absolutely 
impact the Aquifer, Flood plain and Watershed protection district. This 
would have been a gross distortion of the purpose of a rural residential 
zone. Just imagine the traffic impact alone for these “functions” on a road 
the size of Stearns Road. 

Contrary to Mr. Knight’s assertion that Amherst property values will 
decline as a result of this decision, any property in a wide vicinity of Stea-
rns Road, Boston Post Road or route 122 would see their property values 
decrease. Noise, litter, parking concerns and above all traffic would cre-
ate a nightmare, not just for the direct abutters, but for any home in the 
vicinity.  How can anyone envision property values decreasing as a result 
of this decision, it doesn’t make sense. Also, the cost to the town of Am-
herst for traffic control, safety concerns needs to be considered. There is 
no “crisis” for the children of Amherst, if there was the last three votes to 
purchase additional land probably would have gone the other way. Drive 
by any of the existing fields, most evenings and weekends, and you will see 
that they are empty. If anything, there is a desire in the town by a minority 
of sports clubs for a suitable commercial space to hold sports tournaments 
and maybe other unspecified “functions”. Face it, Amherst does not have 
such a space, and the property on Stearns Road is woefully inadequate for 
a commercial venture of this type. Think “balloon festival” and the hun-
dreds, maybe thousands of attendees when it used to be held in Milford!  
The Zoning Board of Adjustment made the correct decision to both protect 
property values and to preserve the rural character that so many move to 
Amherst to find. The resale value of your home will NOT be affected neg-
atively as a result of this decision. Your letters and support should go the 
ZBA, they did the right thing.

 
Paul Martin
Amherst

Poor Management Has Set   
Amherst Backwards
To the editor:

I would like to offer a letter of support for the candidacy of Marilyn Pe-
terman for Selectman in the Town of Amherst.  I have known Marilyn for 
over thirty years and had the pleasure of working with her as a Selectman 
in my roles as Police Chief and Town Administrator.  She has always been 
the epitome of a great elected official: a dedicated, passionate, caring per-
son who wants to do the best for her town and its citizens.  During my ser-
vice to the town I certainly did not agree with Marilyn on every issue, but 
whenever we did see things differently I always found that she would seek 
me out to listen to my opinion and further explain her position.  On occa-
sion this would lead to one of us changing our position, and other times we 
agreed to respectfully disagree.  The way she handled herself in this regard 
led to a high level of respect I will always hold for her as a person and a Se-
lectman.

As a retired Town of Amherst employee with over thirty five years of 
service, I am very disheartened to read and hear the many things being 
said about town government.  I certainly don’t know where the truth is on 
these matters, but I do know that the current poor public perception re-
garding the way the town is being managed is unprecedented during my 
years with the town.  I have always been an advocate for change that im-
proves a process; however it appears the changes that have occurred in the 
last few years have set the town backwards not forward.

In my opinion the town desperately needs a person like Marilyn on the 
Board.  Marilyn was a champion of transparency in government long be-
fore it became the latest buzzword.  I believe she can help the Board restore 
the credibility that has always been a trademark of an Amherst Board of 
Selectmen.  I ask you to carefully research Marilyn’s track record in all of 
her service to the town and disregard the biased, inaccurate rumors that 
seem to be the sad new trend in Amherst.  Contact her to discuss any ques-
tions or issues you have.  I believe that you will be convinced that the town 
very much needs Marilyn back on the Board of Selectmen in March.

Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,
Gary MacGuire

What Has Happened to Our Town?
To the editor:

Dear sweet mother of God. What has happened to our town ? Have we 
ever had so many past and present public officials circling the wagons so 
tightly around the Town Hall Castle, to protect themselves from “we the 
people”?  

When did the truth and honesty in our town’s government become so 
near impossible to find ? Why do so many of the people we elected, past and 
present, feel the need to hide so much about themselves and the job they 
are, or were supposed to be doing ? If you voice your opinion you get at-
tacked by them.  If you ask questions you get ignored and then ridiculed for 
wanting to know what YOUR town government is doing with OUR money. 
If there is truly nothing to hide, prove it to us.     “We the people” deserve 
at least that. Now more than ever is the time for change, not revenge. It’s 
time to start a new chapter in Amherst town government. Accept what has 
happened and don’t let it happen again. Acknowledge how far we have sunk 
and start to swim back up. Learn from past mistakes both recent and old, 
and get on with rebuilding the public’s trust. It appears there is plenty of 
work to be done in that regard.  We want a town government that we can 
be proud of. Not one that has become the statewide example of how not to 
do things. 

Rick Crocker 
Amherst

www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Bathroom Remodeling?
Let our experts design 
and install your glass 
shower enclosure.  
We carry the latest 
options in hardware, 
glass and glass 
coatings.   

Complete Design, Measuring  
& Installation Services
Professional Installers

Over 25 years experience

Visit our showroom and our website!
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S o u t h e r n  N H  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r
T i t l e :  N e e d  a  D o c t o r ?

For a full list of providers accepting new patients, visit www.snhhs.org.

Need a doctor?}Health care designed around you means...
we’re in your neighborhood.
The following primary care practices are accepting new patients:

Amherst Family Practice
199 Route 101, Suite 6
Amherst, NH 03031
673-5885

Foundation Internal Medicine
29 Northwest Boulevard
Nashua, NH 03063
577-5780

Family Practice of Merrimack
696 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054
429-3155

Primary Care of Milford
10 Jones Road
Milford, NH 03055
672-7600

Pediatrics:
Gateway Pediatrics
109 Ponemah Road, #7
Amherst, NH 03031
249-9630

Merrimack Pediatrics
696 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054
429-3155

Internal Medicine and Family Practice:


