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Spotlight On: Camp Rock Crew

AMS Holds Wells’ Speaking Contest

New Director of Summer Programs at Applewild 

Applewild School Open House
Take a Look Morning, Thurs-

day, April  4,  9:00 AM - Applewild 
School (coeducational independent 
day school for grades K - 8 serv-
ing families in central MA and 
southern NH) is hosting an Open 
House on the first Thursday of each 
month. Prospective parents are 
invited to meet at 9:00 AM at the 
Crocker Building, 120 Prospect St., 
Fitchburg, MA for an opportunity 
to tour the school and see teachers 
and students in action.  No RSVP 
necessary.  For more information, 
call the Admission Office, 978-342-
6053, x110 or visit www.applewild.
org

Events for the Amherst PTA

Help Support Project Graduation at Souhegan High 
School – “Souhegan Survivor 2013” 

Lecture on Raising Responsible Children

Annual Wells Public Speaking Contest winners: Kate Boyea, grade 5; Kate Eastland, grade 6, Kaitlin Griffin, grade 
7; Sean Corrigan, grade 7

Each January, students in grades 
five, six and seven at the Amherst 
Middle School begin preparing for 
the annual Wells’ Speaking Contest 
in February.  Fifth grade students 
choose a story or picture book sto-
ry that interests them, memorize it 
and then perform it for their classes.  
After the classroom competition, 
select students performed for their 
teams and then presented to the en-
tire grade level.  Four students are 
chosen to perform in the final round 
of competition.  The sixth grade fol-
lows the same procedure with folk 
tales or myths.  The seventh grade 

students take on the challenge of 
writing their own personal narra-
tives, and delivering these in the 
varying levels of competition.

This year the final competition 
was on Monday, February 18 and 
the performances were exception-
al.  The students dazzled the audi-
ence with enthusiasm, poise and 
talent. Finalists included Evmorfia 
Alton, Kate Boyea, Alyssa Saunders, 
and Julia Tilton from the fifth grade, 
Caroline Apiki, William Drake, 
Kate Eastland, and Abby Kirk from 
the sixth grade, and Sean Corrig-
an, Emily Eccleston, Kaitlin Griffin, 

and Ben Wesenberg from the sev-
enth grade.  The final winners from 
this year’s contest were fifth grader, 
Kate Boyea with her presentation 
of “Gingerbread Fred”, sixth grader 
Kate Eastland with “The Paper Bag 
Princess”, and seventh grader, Kait-
lin Griffin, with her personal mem-
ory of “The Juice Fiasco”.  Seventh 
grader Sean Corrigan was given the 
Aaron Ebbert Award for enthusi-
asm and excellence in public speak-
ing.  It was an outstanding evening 
of excitement and entertainment 
and we look forward to seeing what 
next year will bring.

The AMS Theater Club’s per-
formance of Disney’s Camp Rock: 
The Musical is coming soon, but it 
takes far more than a cast to make 
it possible. The crew works hard 
backstage during the weeks before 
the show painting sets, practicing 
make-up, finding props, and much, 
much more. The Front Office Crew 
sat down with some crew members 
and here’s what they found out!  Per-
formances of Camp Rock: The Mu-
sical will be held at Amherst Mid-
dle School.  Showtimes are March 
14th at 7pm, March15th at 7pm, and 
March 16th at 2pm & 7pm. Tickets 
are available for $5.00 at The Home-
stead, The Black Forest Café, and 
The Amherst Middle School Main 
Office. Come and enjoy the show!

Kristin Meader and Hannah 
Rawitscher, two members of the 
‘Front Office’, had the chance to in-
terview Janie Campbell—one of the 
other crew members. Janie is on the 
Hair and Makeup Crew; she’s work-
ing on making sure the audience 
can actually see the cast members’ 
faces, and making sure that the cast 
looks just like their roles. She’s been 
doing the AMS Theater Club for 
four years. Out of those four years, 
she’s been in one play—and for the 
rest, she has done Hair and Make-
up. She added that if she couldn’t do 
Hair and Makeup, she would do Set 
Design. Or if there was fashion de-
sign, she would like that also. Janie 
says that she loves being in the AMS 
Theater Club because it’s a lot of fun 
being with your friends, and having 
something to do after school. “Out 
of all of the plays that I’ve done, I 
think Dear Edwina was the most 
fun!” Janie Campbell said.

As part of the Front Office crew, 
Julia Tilton had the chance to sit 
down and talk to the Marketplace 
Crew. Before she even started to 
ask her questions, she noticed that 
they were all wearing funky silly 
bands in a variety of colors. They 
explained that they were one of the 
products being sold at the show. An-
other thing that will appear at their 
“Marketplace” will be Lolligrams 
for members of the cast and crew. 
This crew also does one raffle bas-
ket per show to raise money for the 
AMS Theater Club. When asked if 
they’ve enjoyed this extracurricu-
lar activity, they all nodded simul-
taneously. “It’s fun to socialize with 
others” said Rowen Bentley-Melle, a 
member of the Marketplace crew. “I 
hope your sales are a success!” Julia 
said at the end of the interview. 

As part of the Front Office Crew, 
Rebecca Benjamin sat down with 
Brenna Desborough to ask her some 
questions about Camp Rock. Bren-
na has been part of the AMS The-
ater Club crew for four years. She is 
on the Set Design crew. Her favorite 
part of the program is being able to 
express your ideas, be creative, and 
have fun. Some things that we will 
see on the set are “Camp scenes and 
for Camp Star, a lot of glitter.” Some 
surprises include lots of props, and 
not just painted things.  Brenna’s 
favorite show was, “Alice in Won-
derland because the set was really 
cool.” 

Julia Tilton had the chance to 
interview some of the first year 
students on the Props crew. The 
crew members were Laura Pease, 
Dylan Carlson, and Priya Gavini. 
Dylan Carlson explained that one 
thing they are currently debating 

is whether to make a guitar or bor-
row one. “One thing we were think-
ing is to have guitar-shaped slic-
es of wood stacked on top of each 
other.” Another idea is to possibly 
make the guitar out of mixed mate-
rials. Other props that may appear 
in the show are banners, songbooks, 
and cell phone covers. The purpose 
of the cell phone covers would be as 
substitutes for the actual cellphones 
needed for the show. All the crew 
members agreed that if they had the 
choice they would definitely do this 
again.

Charlotte Futrell sat down with 
Camden Patt to ask her some ques-
tions about Camp Rock. Camden 
has been doing AMS Theater Club 
for four years now and has only 
done crew. She has done Set Design, 
Playbill, and is currently doing Hair 
and Make-up.  Camden explained 
why she participates - “I like The-
ater Club because there’s a lot of fun 
stuff to do and you feel like you’re 
helping out. I’m not involved in 
any other theater club.  AMS is the 
one.” Her favorite crew assignment 
has been face-painting the Flow-
ers in Alice in Wonderland.  When 
asked if she would change anything 
if she was the director, Camden re-
sponded, “No, the show is great and 
I don’t think anything could change 
at this point. The director knows 
what she’s doing.”  Camden believes 
adults and children would enjoy 
Camp Rock because it is a fun and 
energetic play.

-Written by the AMS Theater 
Club Front Office Crew: Kristin Me-
ader, Hannah Rawitscher, Charlotte 
Futrell, Rebecca Benjamin, and Julia 
Tilton

The communities of Amherst and 
Mont Vernon are planning the 8th 
Annual Project Graduation cele-
bration to be held at the Hampshire 
Dome in Milford.  Project Gradua-
tion is a drug- and alcohol-free, fun 
and safe opportunity for all gradu-
ates to celebrate their accomplish-
ments. This all-night celebration 
keeps our students off the roads on 
graduation night – an evening no-
toriously dangerous for our kids to 
be in cars. Volunteers are working 
hard to make this event exciting for 
the students, and you can help!

This year’s theme is based on the 
“Survivor” TV show. Your tax-de-
ductible donations will help make 
the evening a success and enable 
100% participation from the grad-
uates. No donation is too large or 
too small; donations of prize items 
and gift cards are also encouraged, 
as raffles and competitions will be 
held all night to keep the excitement 
going. 

It is through your support that we 
can make Project Graduation bet-
ter than ever. All gifts will be recog-
nized in the event program as well 

as in the local newspapers. If you 
have any questions, please email 
peg.bennett@comcast.net.

Donations can be mailed to: 
(make checks out to SHS-PTSA)

Project Graduation
c/o Meg Dworkin

12 Homestead Rd
Amherst, NH 03031 

  

The Souhegan community appre-
ciates your support!  

With our sincere thanks, The 
2013 Souhegan High School Project 
Graduation Committee

Milissa Cafarella of Shrews-
bury has been appointed Director 
of Summer Programs at Applewild 
School. She brings her experience 
as an educator and familiarity with 
the summer program. Cafarella has 
been a teacher for sixteen years, the 
last eight as a kindergarten and first 
grade teacher at Applewild. Her As-
sistant Director is Bailey Shea of 
Northborough, also a kindergarten 
teacher at the school.

The camp utilizes the entire Ap-
plewild campus from the theater to 
the woodworking shop to the pool. 
The program, which runs from 9 to 
3 in three two-week sessions begin-
ning June 24 and ending August 2, 
is highlighted by Adventure Camp. 
Junior Adventure Camp is for ages 3 
to 6 and Senior Adventure Camp is 

comprised of those entering grades 
2 to 9.  These campers can choose 
from a wide variety of activities in-
cluding archery, fashion design, 
movement, circus skills, computer 
skills, ceramics, crafts, basketball 
and other sports games and skills, 
printmaking, wall climbing, wood-
working, rocketry, swimming and 
other selections. The C.I.T. program 
is offered to those entering Grades 
8 to 10. During the summer, Jer-
ry Beck, Marketing Director at the 
Fitchburg Art Museum, will work 
with the children on a unique art 
project. 

Information on the camp, regis-
tration forms and summer camp 
employment applications can be 
found at www.applewild.org. Di-
rector Cafarella is available at mca-

farella@applewild.org or at 978-
342-6053 x103.

Souhegan Poetry Out Loud participants: (not in order): Julia Emery, Meghan Murphy, James Kibbie, Jack Kane, Leah Troie,   Ali Bowman, Emma 
Fleuette, Hannah Whitney, Artemis Freil, Grayson Smith, Aislinn Evans, Johanna Griffin, Tina Huang, Hannah Dean, Jen Cui, James Ewing, and Saralyn Car-
len

The Champion was Johanna Griffin, for her recitation of Lunar Baedeker by 
Mina Loy.  The runner-up was Jennifer Cui for her recitation of Dover Beach 
by Matthew Arnold. Both poems are considered extremely difficult in terms 
of language, length and content.   Johanna will go on to compete in the NH 
Regional Semi-final event March 5th at Southern New Hampshire University.

Souhegan High School Students Participate in Poetry Out Loud Contest

Jack Agati, lecturer and author, 
will be at the Preschool In The Vil-
lage on March 6th at 730pm.  The 
topic of the lecture is Raising Re-
sponsible Children: Managing 
Misbehavior’s Through The Use 
Of Logical Consequences.  Jack 
is a very dynamic speaker with a 
unique perspective, promoting 
ideas that address real issues with 

real solutions.  This program will 
help participants develop practi-
cal management techniques to deal 
with children’s misbehavior’s.  It 
will help us teach children how to 
make better decisions and become 
more accountable and responsible 
for those decisions.  This approach 
will help us to avoid raising a gen-
eration of “house guests” in our 

homes and schools.  The goals of 
this session are to help the partic-
ipants distinquish between logical 
outcomes and punishment as dis-
ciplinary tools and to gain a work-
ing knowledge of the process of set-
ting up logical outcomes for specific 
misbehavior’s.  Call Susan Drumm 
at 672-3168 with any questions

The Amherst PTA has partnered 
with Neil Stone’s Karate Academy in 
Brookline to offer a special six week 
program as a child safety fundrais-
er.  The cost of the program is $100 
and ALL proceeds  will be given to 
the PTA for the Amherst schools. 
Provide your child with the oppor-
tunity to learn basic self-defense 
skills, and how to embody great vir-

tues such as:   Modesty - Courtesy - 
Integrity - Compassion - Gratitude 
- Perseverance - Self Control and 
Indomitable Spirit.  The program 
will run from March 4th - April 
13th with a kick-off event on Satur-
day, March 2, 1:00pm.  Hurry, sign 
ups close on Wednesday, February 
27th.  For more information go to  
www.amherstpta.org

Do you love hockey?  Join the 
Amherst PTA as they watch the 
Manchester Monarchs and the St. 
John’s Ice Caps compete on the ice, 
Sunday, March 24th, 3pm, at the 
Manchester Verizon Center.  Tick-
ets are available through Friday, 
March 15th and can be purchased 
at www.amherstpta.org

AMS publicity crew: Back: Brenna Desborough, Camden Patt and Janey Campbell.  Front: Kristin Meader, Hannah 
Rawitscher, Rebecca Benjamin, Julia Tilton and Charlotte Futrell


