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Register for American Girl Doll Raffle
The Nellie W. Perkins Doll and Miniature Society, a chapter of 

UFDC (www.ufdc.org)  that meets monthly in Amherst, is pleased 
to announce “Bernadette”, a local child,  as the winner of the 2012 
American Girl Doll Raffle.  The raffle’s funds serve to support the 
Children’s Event the club offers every Spring.

This year, the club invites Amherst children, ages 6 -14,  to their 
FREE,  Third Annual Event, on Saturday, afternoon,  March 16, 
from 12 noon to 2 pm.

In 2011, the event featured a tea for the famous historical doll  
Hitty.  Last year they celebrated  Fancy Nancy at a special tea. 

This year,  the event will feature a Native American Program with 
“The Storytellers” ~ Ken Quiet Hawk and Deborah New Moon Ris-
ing, the 2008 and 2010 winners of the The Native American Music 
Awards for BEST SPOKEN WORD RECORDINGS.  The couple 
was seen on WMUR Chronicle last fall.

As space is limited, registration is necessary; Amherst children 
are invited to register by having their parent or guardian contact 
Ann Bergin at ACBergin@aol.com .  All children must be accom-
panied by  a parent or guardian who shall remain at the event with 
his/her child.

For details, and to register a child,  contact Ann Bergin at AC-
Bergin@aol.com  or call 673-1885....Space is limited. All details, 
as well as the site location in Amherst, will be given upon regis-
tration.

Animal Rescue League
545 Route 101, Bedford, NH • 472-5714  events@rescueleague.org

Pets of the Week

cease of her parents) she had al-
ready gathered witness testimony 
of his infidelity. I wonder if he knew 
it? In order to sell the first parcel in 
May 1786, Rachel had to go to Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, where Thomas 
was a laborer, to get him to sign the 
deed (17:327) witnessed by a Bos-
ton JP. They sold the lot at the SW 
corner of Main & Middle Streets to 
Samuel Albree (1761 or 1767-1841), 
already a “trader” in Amherst, who 
would open a store there with his 
brother John, but both returned to 
Medford, Mass., in Jan. 1790; Albree 
sold in 1792 to another storekeeper, 
Samuel Whiting (1763-1805), who 
lived and kept a store there until his 
death. Although Mrs. Sewall paid 
25 pounds and 12 shillings for the 
two lots together, and the Sewalls 
sold them for 36 pounds, this may 
not have been a profit if she built a 
small shop or combined dwelling-
cum-shop on either of these lots, as 
is likely, although there is no men-
tion of buildings in the sale deeds.
Divorcing a Revolutionary War 
Vet

Rachel’s petition to nullify the 
bond of matrimony with “Thom-
as Sewall of Amherst yeoman” was 
read at the September term of 1786 
in Strafford county’s Superior Court 
and scheduled to be heard at Hills-
borough county’s Superior Court 
at Amherst in October next. She 
claimed that after they were mar-
ried, she “lived with Thomas about 
three months after which the said 
Thomas enlisted and went into the 
army since which time he has nev-
er lived with or provided for Rachel 
but has violated the marriage cov-
enant not only in forsaking Rachel 
but in having criminal acquain-
tance with other women.” The dep-

uty sheriff, her neighbor William 
Dana, “notified ...Thomas Sewell of 
this Petition ... by reading the same 
to him” on 20 Sep. 1786. 

In a deposition on 27 June 1785 
before a JP in Londonderry, a man 
(who was probably a former fel-
low soldier) testified: “Some time 
in March 1776 I saw Thomas Suell 
of Capt. Newell’s Company at Sew-
el Point several times in company 
with a woman that had come out 
of Boston and afterwards I saw the 
said Thomas at Cambridge put a 
man under guard for attempting to 
take her from him and the next year 
about the first of July I saw the same 
Thomas at Ticonderoga and ob-
serving to him that he looked poor-
ly I asked him what was become of 
his woman and he curst her and 
said that she had given him the foul 
disorder.” In a deposition taken in 
Charleston, Cheshire county, N.H. 
on 28 June 1785, a second man cor-
roborated that at the same time and 
place Thomas Suell had told him 
that a woman with whom Thomas 
“kept company” had  “give[n] him 
the Pox which he called the foul 
distemper.” (Syphilis was known as 
“the pox” and “foul distemper/ dis-
order.”) 

As if that wasn’t bad enough, 
there was something fishy about 
Thomas’s subsequent behavior, 
and I don’t mean the infidelity. A 
40-year-old male witness, deposed 
before a JP in Middlesex county, 
Mass., on 28 Sep. 1786, testified 
that as “a soldier in the Continen-
tal army in Col. Crain’s Regiment of 
Artillery in the years 1778, 79 and 
80, [he] was acquainted with one 
Thomas Pocock as he then called 
his name, but knew the same man 
in the army in 1776 by the name of 
Thomas Sewall, and that in the first 

mentioned years, [he lived with] 
a woman that he called his wife ... 
[who] had two children in that time 
which Pocock called his...” Two 
more witnesses also testified to 
Thomas’s use of an alias and anoth-
er wife. Mercy Gibson, who signed 
her deposition with an X mark, tes-
tified for the Hillsborough county 
court in Oct. 1786 that when she 
was at Fishkill in 1778, Thomas 
Sewall, who then called his name 
Thomas Pocock, took her “to see a 
woman and a child which he said 
were his wife & child – & that [the 
witness] saw said Sewall afterwards 
in Deering & asked him where his 
wife & child was and he told [her] 
to say nothing about it for he had a 
wife in Lyndeborough.” Presumably 
Mercy followed her soldier hus-
band during the war, for a man of 
the same surname, who signed his 
name neatly, also testified by sworn 
statement on the same day.

The unsavory details of the trial, 
held so close to her home of the past 
six years, must have chagrined Mrs. 
Sewall and she returned to Lyn-
deborough; but on 27 Dec. 1787 in 
Amherst, N.H., Thomas Sewell was 
(re)married by Nichols, JP, to Sar-
ah (or Mary, as Secomb calls her, 
p. 852) Lyon. (Secomb has no fur-
ther info on either of them and they 
fall off the genealogical radar at this 
point.)

When Rachel Sewall (signed 
“Suell” as usual) wrote her last will 
& testament in Feb. 1802, being 
“weak and sickley of body,” after 
“recommend[ing her] soul unto the 
hands of God who gave it through 
the merits of [her] Redeemer, and 
[her] body to the earth to be buried 
in a decent manner nothing doubt-
ing but that [she would] receive the 
same again at the Resurrection,” she 

bequeathed $330, including $100 
to her sister and $10 each to three 
nephews. Yet when her estate was 
settled after her death in the fall 
of 1813, only $33.11 was left. Her 
house on 10 acres in Lyndeborough, 
which was appraised at $188, sold at 
auction in 1814 for $155. Her per-
sonal effects came to $28.17. This 
former seamstress had wearing ap-
parel worth only $2 (although I sup-
pose her best was not counted if 
she was dressed in it for burial) and 
spectacles (50 cents). For furniture, 
she had only one bedstead ($1.50) 
with bedding ($12), a chest ($1), 
and a stove ($.075), but she did have 
a Bible ($1) and 1 silver teaspoon 
($0.34). Her funeral/burial cost $10, 
and estate settlement fees came to 
$40.50.
Sources: 

Massachusetts and Main Fami-
lies in the Ancestry of Walter Good-
win Davis (1885-1966), compiled by 
WGD of Maine 1916-1963; Vol. 2 of 
1996 reprint, p. 370-372 (Ancestry.
com).

Massachusetts Soldiers & Sailors 
in Revolutionary War, p. 1019, for 
1775 war record of Thomas Sewall 
of Lyndeborough, N.H.

Sewall divorce petition (two cop-
ies and four sheets of depositions, 
all water-stained but with unfad-
ed ink) is housed in N.H. State Ar-
chives, Fruit Street, Concord, N.H., 
filed with Hillsborough Coun-
ty court records of 1768 in folder 
6070 (actual disposition or decree 
not included). Rachel Sewall’s orig-
inal probate documents are also at 
the State Archives in Hillsborough 
County file 08333, but copies by the 
register of probate can be seen on 
FamilySearch.org (22:119, 22:146, 
26:82).

u The Stay-Maker’s Revolutionary War Heartbreak   continued from page 4

Hello there! My name is Milo and 
I am 10-year-young neutered lab. 
I came to the shelter because my 
owner was moving and could not 
bring me with him. I am use to a 
busy household and have lived with 
children. I love car rides! If you are 
looking for a handsome older guy 
then I’m your dog. Come visit me at 
the shelter!

Hello, my name is Scarecrow. I 
am a very, very shy male cat, who 

is quite gorgeous if I do say so my-
self. I came from a multi-animal 
household and did not receive a lot 
of socialization with people when I 
was young and as a result have been 
very scared in the shelter. I may take 
quite a bit of time to warm up to the 
special human that adopts me, but if 
given the time and space, I am sure 
to entertain you and become a won-
derful companion.

Arnold Neil McDowell George M. Emrich Jr.
Arnold Neil McDowell, age 84, 

died on February 13, 2013 after suf-
fering a massive stroke.  Neil was 
most recently a resident at The Inn 
at Village Square, an assisted living 
facility in Gorham, Maine.  

Neil graduated in 1950 from Tufts 
University with a degree in Me-
chanical Engineering.  After college 
he served in the U.S. Army, testing 
equipment under extreme weather 
conditions in Alaska and Arizona.  
In 1951 he married Eleanor Louise 
Bailey and in 1959 they moved their 
family to Amherst, NH where they 
both became active in the commu-
nity.  Neil and his family lived in the 
historic Amherst village for over 50 
years.  Neil served as Boy Scout Pack 
Leader, Co-President of the PTA 
with his wife, Eleanor, director and 
actor of numerous PTA plays, and 
he also helped out at the Amherst 
Public Library.

Neil worked for many years at 
Sanders Associates in Nashua and 
Manchester.  After taking early re-

tirement from Sanders in the 1970s 
Neil started a second career as a re-
modeling carpenter.

The McDowell family spent ev-
ery summer camping, visiting many 
parts of the United States and Can-
ada.  Neil enjoyed skiing, hiking and 
sailing.  Later in life Neil and Elea-
nor took a number of Elderhostel 
trips throughout the United States 
and Europe, visiting Spain, Switzer-
land, and Great Britain.  Neil espe-
cially enjoyed cruising Penobscot 
Bay (Maine) on the windjammer 
Angelique, and visiting the Isle of 
Shoals for photography workshops.

Neil is survived by his four 
children; Douglas McDowell, of 
Grantham, NH, Lois McAuliffe of 
N. Grafton, MA, Jean Haskell, of 
Buxton, ME. and Peter McDowell, 
of Loogootee, IN; three grandchil-
dren and five great grandchildren.

Donations in Neil’s memory may 
be made to the Heifer Project www.
heifer.org or the Alzheimer’s Foun-
dation www.alz.org

George M. Emrich Jr., 51, resident 
of Milford, NH died on February 
21, 2013 at Massachusetts General 
Hospital, Boston, MA surrounded 
by his loving family after a brief ill-
ness.

George was born in Smithtown 
Long Island, NY on December 26, 
1961, a son of George M. Emrich Sr. 
of Lutz, Florida and Mary N. Emrich 
of Milford, NH.

He lived in New York for many 
years and resided in Milford, NH 
for the past 17 years. George attend-
ed the Nashua Center who helped 
foster his independence and entre-
preneurial spirit.  He owned sev-
eral businesses throughout his life 
including Superior Interiors by 
George, a car detailing business.

George was kind and loving, he 
had a positive outlook on life and 
was an inspiration to everyone he 
met.

He was a communicant of Saint 
Patrick Church, Milford.

In addition to his loving mother, 
family members include his father, 
George and his wife Judi of Lutz, 
FL, two sisters and brothers-in-law, 
Nora and Thomas Driscoll of Mont 
Vernon, NH, Mary Ellen and Rob-
ert Cubbon of Kings Park, NY; five 
nephews, Charlie, Timmy, Rob-
ert, Matthew and Christopher; two 
nieces, Molly and Tanya; and many 
friends.

Burial will be in Greenlawn Cem-
etery, Mont Vernon in the spring.   A 
celebration of his life will be held at 
the Nashua Center, 18 Simon Street, 
Nashua, NH at a later date and time 
to be announced.   In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in his memory may 
be made to the Nashua Center, P.O. 
Box 1269, Nashua, NH 03061.  Ar-
rangements are in the care of Smith 
& Heald Funeral Home, 63 Elm 
Street, Milford.   To share a memo-
ry or offer a condolence, please visit 
www.smith-heald.com

Obituaries

Discover Your Spiritual Identity
Gaining health and self-awareness through prayer

First Church Of Christ, Scientist
103 South St., Milford
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Meeting: 8 p.m.- Child care available.
 

Christian Science Reading Room
87 Union Square, Milford 
Mon. through Fri. 11a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. to 12 noon  Wed. 7 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
First Sun. of the Month 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Telephone – 673-5274
Email – readingroom@csmilfordnh.org
Website – www.csmilfordnh.org

 

MILFORD - People all over the 
world are searching for ways to im-
prove their lives -- to break free from 
labels, limitations and obstacles 
to find new opportunities.  Many 
people have found that a spiritual 
sense of their identity has brought 
freedom and healing.  Internation-
al speaker John Tyler says, “What is 

our real origin?  Does family, DNA, 
really tell us who we are?  I’ve found 
that understanding my spiritual or-
igin has brought freedom and peace 
to my life.”

A practitioner and teacher of 
Christian Science healing, Tyler will 
present a free interactive talk enti-
tled:

Discover your Spiritual Identity
Sunday, March 3rd at 2:00pm
Milford Town Hall, One Union Square, Milford
Childcare Provided

Tyler’s ideas are based on the Bi-
ble, the original source book on 
Christian healing, along with the 
book Science and Health with Key 
to the Scriptures by Mary Baker 
Eddy, a book of universally appli-
cable ideas on practical spirituali-
ty. Tyler says, “This talk shows, that 
by understanding the true nature 
of our spiritual origin, we can free 
ourselves from all kinds of limita-
tions, even to the point of physical 
healing.” 

Tyler, a long-time activist for civ-
il rights, has degrees from both 
Princeton University and the Insti-
tut d’Etudes Politiques, Paris, and 

taught political science at Princeton 
and the University of Pittsburgh, 
before becoming a practitioner and 
teacher of Christian Science heal-
ing.  He now travels internationally 
speaking about the power of prayer 
to bring peace, health, and healing 
in people’s lives.  

John Tyler is a member of the 
Christian Science Board of Lecture-
ship and this lecture is sponsored 
by First Church of Christ, Scien-
tist, Milford, NH.  For more infor-
mation, please feel free to call the 
Christian Science Reading Room in 
Milford: 673-5274.

On Thursday February 28 at 2:00 p.m. we will listen to the Senti-
nel—Radio Edition on the topic “Science and Health—an extraor-
dinary book transforming lives.” On Tuesday March 5 at 2:00 p.m. 
the on-line chat will be with Eric Nelson, a Christian Science prac-
titioner.  His topic is “Morality: How can I ‘be good’?”  You will have 
an opportunity to ask questions of Eric. On Thursday March 7 at 2:00 
p.m. we will listen to the Sentinel—Radio Edition on the topic “God’s 
children—never identified with disease or sin.”

On Sunday March 3 at the church service, the subject of our Bible 
Lesson sermon is “Christ Jesus.”  The golden text is from Romans: “…
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death.” Each Sunday the sermon consists of selections 
from the King James Version Bible and from Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. All are welcome to join 
us and to bring your children to our Sunday School and very young 
children to our nursery.

On Sunday March 3 our church is sponsoring a free interactive 
talk entitled: Discover your Spiritual Identity - Gaining health and 
self-awareness through prayer.  Join practitioner and teacher of 
Christian Science healing, John Tyler, to learn how we can free our-
selves from limitation.  The event will begin at 2:00pm at the Milford 
Town Hall, One Union Square, Milford.

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

McOsker Kennels
GroominG 7 days a week! 

doggie daycare 7am-6pm, monday-Friday
our Boarding Facility is monitored 24 hours 

to assure your pet is safe and secure.

Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com


