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Town News
Events Calendar

Join Amherst Farmers Market 2013
The Amherst Farmers Market is gearing up for its 2013 season!  We are looking 

for new farmers and vendors of NH made or grown products.  The market is held 
on Thursdays, June-Sept., 3-6pm, on the Village Common.  Please contact Karina 
for more information.  karina.bertrand@gmail.com.  www.amherstmarket.com.  
Like us on Facebook.

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society

The public is welcome to join the NH Audubon Nashaway Chapter as they ex-
plore the other Cape of Massachusetts. The group will travel to Cape Ann and 
Gloucester, MA on Saturday, March 23 to look for wintering and migrating sea birds 
from Halibut Point to other areas of Cape Ann. Bring binoculars and a scope if you 
have one. Also pack a lunch and dress WARMLY. The trip starts at 8am from Nash-
ua at the Exit 7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind Granite Inn. To register or if you pre-
fer to meet the group at the destination, contact Richard Bielawski 429-2537 or 
rbielawski@mac.com  For more information about Halibut Point, go to http://www.
mass.gov/dcr/parks/northeast/halb.htm

All are also welcome to join the Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon on Wednes-
day, March 20 to hear Dr. Pamela Hunt, Senior Biologist and bird conservation 
expert, talk about her recent trip to Alaska. In August of 2012, Pam traveled by 
planes, trains, automobiles and boats to remote areas of Alaska. She logged a lot 
of miles and saw a lot of birds and other wildlife. Come and hear her tell this fasci-
nating experience. This free event will be held at 7pm in the Nashua Public Library, 
downstairs theater room. Registration is not necessary, for more information con-
tact Richard Maloon at 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net

Hillsborough County GOP Gala POSTPONED until 
March 23rd

The Gala event that was scheduled Saturday, February 9 at the Crowne Plaza in 
Nashua has been rescheduled to  Saturday, March 23rd.  The location, speaker, 
and planned events will be the same.  Ticket purchases made to date will be hon-
ored on March 23, and we will make arrangements to provide a full refund to any-
one with a scheduling conflict on that date. 

Photographers Forum Camera Club Offers Free 
Classes

Photographers Forum Camera Club is offering three free classes on  the Intro-
duction to Photoshop for club members. The classes led by Brother Ralph Lebel 
will be offered on the first Wednesdays of the month at 7 to 9 PM at Bishop Guer-
tin High School beginning on February 6. Please use the entrance on the side of 
the building opposite the tennis courts and bring a flash drive. If interested in join-
ing the club to take advantage of these classes, go to www.photographersforum.
org .   

Antique Treasures Or Trash?
The Nashua Historical Society presents Wolfeboro antiques dealer Charles Wibel 

on Tuesday, March 19, presenting thoughts on what types of items to save and 
what to throw away, especially if you are considering downsizing or breaking up a 
household. He will tell us about some of the “treasures” which you may have that 
you may not be aware of and will talk about types of items which  are valuable 
and show a number of examples. You may have a fortune without knowing it!  The 
meeting will start at 7:30 PM in the Florence Speare Museum, 5 Abbott St., Nash-
ua. Light \refreshments will follow. Call 883-0015 for further information.

Al-Anon and Alateen Information
Whenever a family member reaches out for help, the hand of Al-Anon and Ala-

teen will be there. Meeting information is available by calling toll free 1-888-4AL-
ANON (1-888-425-2666), Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM. More information is 
also available on the Al-Anon/Alateen Web site, www.al-anon.alateen.org  To help 
them you have to help yourself first.

Newcomers Club Welcomes New Members
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior  
Women’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Historic Amherst

Amherst’s Early Milliners and Their Shops 
in the Village 

Local Businesswomen in the 
Early 19th Century

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

When the Hillsborough County Cattle 
Show & Fair was held at Amherst on 24 & 25 
Sep. 1822, there were three women of Am-
herst – Mrs. Benden, Mrs. Curtis, and Miss 
Wakefield – on the awarding committee for 
flannels, blankets, coverlets, shawls, hose, 
grass & straw bonnets, along with two men 
and seven women from other towns. These 
three young women were milliners, and each 
had her own shop in the Village where she of-
fered an extensive selection of bonnets and 
“fancy goods” for ladies. Mrs. B. and Mrs. C. 
employed women and teen girls, at least in the 
early 1820s. Probably at least two of the three 
unmarried Wakefield sisters worked in their 
business. Besides competing with each oth-
er, the millinery shops also had competition 
from two general stores in the village for fab-
rics and notions.

The first women in town to be taxed for 
“stock in trade” – which happened in 1819 
– were Nancy Curtis (whose husband paid a 
poll tax but owned no land, livestock or oth-
er taxable property) and Sarah Low, both for 
merchandise valued at $200. In those days, 
the goods of a storekeeper or tradesman were 
taxed the same as real estate with buildings. 
To give you an idea of the financial size of their 
businesses, here’s a comparison of the value of 
“stock in trade” on which other locals were 
assessed in the 1820 tax invoice of Amherst, 
N.H.: David McG. Means [store] $1500; Read 
& Spalding [general store (with liquor license 
for bar) where now Soldier’s Monument] 
$1500; Isaac Chickering [tanner at bottom of 
Mack Hill] $800; James Sloan [general store 
(with liquor license for bar) on Church Street, 
then the second building east of Old Jailhouse 
Road, now gone] $500; Richard Boylston 
[printer] $400; Ephraim Blanchard [cabinet 
maker, shop at 2 Middle Street] $200; David 
Holmes [machine card factory for wool and 
cotton at 8 or 10 Main St.] $200; Joel F. Thay-
er [general store (with liquor license for bar) 
for 1 year in 3-story brick block at 10 Main 
Street] $150; and Thomas M. Dickey [saddle & 
harness maker, shop at 6-8 Main Street] $100. 
As for Nancy Wakefield, in 1826 and 1827 her 
stock was assessed for tax purposes at $200 
(plus wild land & buildings at $200; the prop-
erty and business probably jointly held and 
the taxes jointly paid with her sisters). 
Nancy (Shepard) Curtis 

Miss Nancy Shepard (c. 1796-1827) was wed 
to Samuel Curtis Jr., son of tavern/innkeeper 

Dr. Samuel Curtis. Her husband was a house-
painter but intemperate, which is a nice way 
of saying a drunkard, and died in June 1820, 
aged 41. 

In Nov. 1816, when the younger of her two 
children was 6 years old, the local newspaper 
carried the first announcement of a millinery 
shop in Amherst: “New Milliner’s Shop. MRS. 
N. CURTIS has just opened a shop one door 
west of Mr. David Stewart’s where she offers 
for sale a good assortment of Millinery, very 
cheap. She has on hand, Silks, Bombazetts, 
Cambrics, Muslins, Fur Trimmings, Gloves, 
Muffs and Tippets. Bonnets, Gowns, Pelisses 
&c. made at short notice, and according to the 
most improved fashions.” There was a “corner 
store next to David Stewart, Esq, and adjoin-
ing Mrs. Curtis’s Millinery Store” that offered 
sugar, teas, coffee, rum, brandy, gin, cigars, 
spices, candles, soap, rice, and a general as-
sortment of groceries.

The location of Mrs. Curtis’s first shop was 
at the SW corner of Main and Middle Streets, 
between the dwelling of D. Stewart Sr. (1757-
1821) at the opposite corner on the shop’s east 
side and the one-story house built by Ephraim 
Barker (1732-1800), the church builder, on its 
west. Interestingly, this lot had been created 
in 1782, when bought by Mrs. Rachel Sewall 
(d. 1813), a seamstress and stay-maker work-
ing in Amherst from 1779 until 1786, when 
she returned to Lyndeborough. The first doc-
umented use of the building is as general store 
of Samuel Albree (c. 1761-1841) from 1786 to 
1790; it was bought in 1792 by another “trad-

er,” Samuel Whiting (1763-1805), who had his 
store there as well as his family’s home. Mrs. 
Curtis must have rented from Whiting’s heirs.

Mrs. Curtis carried on her business in Am-
herst Village for six years. In May 1818, she 
removed to the 3-story brick building (where 
now Moulton’s), nearly (diagonally) opposite 
the Farmers’ Cabinet printing office. In Sep. 
1821, she moved shop again, “a few rods west 
of her former situation.” She offered for sale an 
assortment of millinery and fancy goods in-
cluding straw, silk and willow bonnets; para-
sols; shell and horn combs; trimmings; Italian 
flowers; spangles; silk, kid and beaver gloves; 
and silver thimbles. In June 1821, Mrs Curtis 
said that she would take “good diaper [which 
was a kind of fabric, not intended for babies’ 
bottoms] and striped woolen cloth” in partial 
payment for goods; and needed straw braid, 
trimmed and of the first quality, as usual. In 
April 1822, her black and white bonnets made 
of leghorn straw fetched from $4 to $12.

At the county fair in 1822, Mrs. Nancy Cur-
tis of Amherst won the “best Straw Bonnet” 
prize of $3 (evidently being a professional was 
no disqualification); and Miss Emma Clagett 
of Amherst, the judge’s daughter living at 19 
Amherst Street (now Country Mansion con-
dos), won $3 for the “best Cassimere Shawl.” 
In 1827, when the county fair was held in Mil-
ford, Mrs. B. was the only person from Am-
herst among the 2 men and nine women on 

Store at SW corner of Main and Middle Streets ca. 1890 (now gone). Mrs. Nancy Curtis 
(c. 1796-1827) had her first millinery shop in this building from 1816 to 1818. In 1820, 
it became the home-cum-shop of her competitor, Sally Low (1783-1851); she & husband 
Thomas M. Benden, a tailor whom she wed in 1821, lived here until their deaths.

COURTESY OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMHERST, N.H.

Forestview Cemetery Development Will Happen
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – The date of Sep-
tember 2014 when the Recreation 
Department returns Cemetery 
Field to the Trustees of the Ceme-
tery is fast approaching.  

Cemetery Fields will then be 
known officially as Forest View 
Cemetery.   The property was pur-
chased by the cemetery trustees 
from Oliver and Geneva Merrill in 
1993 for use as a cemetery pursuant 
to various Probate Court orders, su-
pervised by the NH Attorney Gen-
eral’s office. Taxpayer money was 
not used for the purchase. Funds for 
the purchase came from Trust Fund 
income authorized by the Probate 
Court.

In a recent interview with Ceme-
tery Trustees Peter Bergin and Bill 
Belvin, they explained that they are 
in the process of petitioning the NH 
Attorney General, to allow the ex-

penditure of Cemetery Trust Fund 
income to pay for the majority cost 
of construction.   The initial phase 
will include the existing parking lot 
and play ground equipment.

The trustees have a master plan 
for phase one that will accommo-
date burials for the next 25 to 50 
years.  Phase I is expected to cost 
$160,000. 

They will present their plan to 
the Planning Board.  It will include 
boundaries of the cemetery and 
plots, engineering specifications, 
survey layout, and a storm water 
plan.  It will then go out to bid.  They 
expect it will cost $100,000 to build 
out.

“We are fulfilling our fiducia-
ry responsibility at an economical 
cost,” said Mr. Belvin.

Bergin and Belvin explained that 
Meadowview Cemetery is at capac-
ity.  “By that we mean the plots are 
already sold.  There has been only a 

gradual trend toward cremation.”
The state of NH (RSA 289:2) re-

quires every municipality to provide 
one or more suitable cemeteries for 
interring the deceased people with-
in its boundaries.  The Cemetery 
Trustees agreed with the Selectmen 
that until the land was needed the 
land could be used for playing fields.  
The Trustees did not charge a fee 
for the use of the fields.  In May of 
1999 a Superior Court Order to the 
Town of Amherst requires that the 
recreational use of Cemetery Fields 
be terminated in September, 2014 
and that the NH Attorney General 
retains authority to exercise control 
over the Cemetery Trustees.

In accordance with their duties 
as Cemetery Trustees and fulfill-
ing their responsibilities governing 
cemetery development, Article 30 
on the Amherst Town warrant rais-
es $20,000 to be added to the For-
estview Cemetery Capital Reserve 

Fund. This money will pay for the 
development of engineering speci-
fications.  Then they can go our to 
bid.

In addition we are in the process 
of filing a petition to determine the 
amount the NH Superior Court will 
allow us to use, from accrued inter-
est. The Trustees are not allowed to 
use the principal in the trust fund, 
only the accrued interest.  

It is expected that 2/3 of the cost 
will come from the Amherst Ceme-
tery Trust Fund and the remaining 
third from the Town.  “This prob-
lem is not going away,” said Mr. Ber-
gin

Should Article #30 ($0.01 on the 
tax rate) fail to pass, the need for 
Forestview will not go away and the 
Selectmen will be required to pro-
vide funding from elsewhere in the 
2014 town budget.

Cemetery Trustee Marie Grella 
was unable to attend this meeting.

Continued on page 10  u

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Poll Taker...
For odd jobs, most people count 

on me for experience, dedication, 
quality work – VOTE for the best!! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

The Proven Method for 
Children to Learn French!

Research shows that a child’s brain develops 
better for learning a second language during 
ages 21/2 to 6.  Our 45 minute sessions use 
an immersive approach through play with 
games, arts, crafts, music while having fun 
(parents, grandparents and siblings welcome)! 

To learn more, call 943-6394
email: annethenin@bonjourleskids.com
or visit: www.bonjourleskids,com
Weekly/Bi-weekly Classes in Amherst, NH

A bilingual environment 
is an extraordinary 
gift for a lifetime!

Free Class: March 12, 

at amherst library 3:30

adfa
NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

ANTIQUES � FINE ART

30THANNUAL

WINTER
SALE!

UP TO 70% OFF!
�

Now seeking marine/maritime 
paintings for March exhibit & sale

�
323 Elm Street, Milford NH

603-673-8499 Open daily 10 -5
nhantiquecoop.com

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

AVD ad 2012 > 4.25" x 3"

  www.BedfordFamilyDental.com                       173 South River Road . Suite 5 . Bedford, NH                                   


