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AMHERST – March brings a 
new series for adults at the Amherst 
Town Library called Looking at the 
World: Connections and Differenc-
es.  In the first program, Dr. Stephen 
Young presents, “The Geography of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan: Under-
standing the Background of Con-
flict” on Thursday, March 7 at 7 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room. 

America is engaged with nations 
all around the world through trade, 
travel, politics, and more.  Some 
places are quite familiar to many 
Americans such as London or Paris, 
while other regions remain a mys-
tery despite our extensive involve-
ment.  The war in Afghanistan is 
America’s longest war, one which 
we continue to fight, yet the major-

ity of Americans know very little 
about this landlocked country, with 
most unable to locate it on a map.  
Not only are we intensively engaged 
with Afghanistan, but with neigh-
boring Pakistan as well.  Join Dr. 
Stephen Young from the Depart-
ment of Geography at Salem State 
University as he provides a geo-
graphic background to the region to 
help us better understand the com-
plexity of involvement there.

Professor Young is a former chair 
of the Department of Geography at 
Salem State University where he fo-
cuses on remote sensing, vegetation 
change, and the geography of Asia.  
He received his Ph.D. in Geography 
from Clark University; a master’s 
degree in Environmental Science 

from Yale University and a B.A. in 
Environmental Studies from the 
University of Vermont.

 This presentation is free and open 
to the public. However, registration 
is REQUIRED for this program due 
to space limitations. You can reg-
ister for this event and all the pro-
grams of the Library’s Looking at 
the World: Connections and Dif-
ferences series by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us  and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.” The next pro-
gram in the Looking at the World 
series is ”Perspectives on Arab Cul-
ture” (a New Hampshire Human-
ities Council funded presentation) 
on Tuesday, March 19 at 7 p.m.

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes 

are drop in, we love to see you when 
you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from 
birth to 24 mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  
Next session meets: March 8, 15, 22, 29,  April 5 and 12.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meet Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: March 
12, 19, 26, April 2 and 9. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Thursday morn-
ings at 10:00am, and Thursday afternoons at 1:00pm. 
Next session meets: March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11.
Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub 1 (for kids in grades 2-3 and parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On March 13, club members will discuss Rox-
ie and the Hooligans by Phyllis Naylor. Come in and 
talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

 Jr. Bookclub 2 (for kids in grades 3-4 and par-
ents) meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On March 20, club members will discuss Pop-

py by Avi. Come in and talk to Miss 
Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Review-
er’s Club (for 5th and 6th graders) 
gets together on the first Wednesday 
of each month at 6:30 to talk about 
the newest fiction titles that we’ve 
all been reading—then Miss Sarah 

passes these opinions on to the Great 
Stone Face Committee at the state lev-

el.  We’re an opinionated group that 
loves to read---and loves to talk about 

what we’re reading! If you’d like to join us, 
come in and talk to Miss Sarah.

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club (for 7th 
and 8th graders) gather on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month to share opinions about the newest YA fiction 
titles we’re reading.  Right now we’re planning a movie 
night to coincide with the DVD release of The Hobbit.  
If you love to read, and love to talk about what you’re 
reading, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested.
French Language Class for Children

On Tuesday, March 12, at 3:30pm, we will offer a be-
ginning French language program for children ages 
3-6. Madame Anne Thenin will present an education-
al program consisting of songs, activities, and a simple 
craft.

Celebrate the “Week of the Francophonie” with this 
introduction to all things French---tres bien!!  Registra-
tion is required, as space is limited.  Please register on-
line, or call 673-2288.
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Henry David Thoreau and John Muir 
had interests and habits in common.  
Both men loved nature and being out-
doors and both were walkers.  Muir 
walked north and south to the Gulf and 
into the Rockies.  Thoreau walked up and 
down and across New England.  In his es-
say, “Walking”, Thoreau said much about 
the rewards of trips into the woods:

“My vicinity affords many good walks; 
and though for so many years I have 
walked almost every day, and sometimes 
for several days together, I have not ex-
hausted them.  An absolutely new pros-
pect is a great happiness, and I still get 
this any afternoon.  Two or three hours’ 
walking will carry me to as strange a 
country as I expect to see.”

Thoreau recognized the demands of 
the world outside the woods but he still 
kept up his regular walks.  More of his 
thoughts…

“Of course it is of no use to direct our 
steps to the woods, if they do not carry us 
thither.  I am alarmed when it happens 
that I have walked a mile into the woods 
bodily without getting there in spirit.  In 
my afternoon walk I would fain forget 
all my morning occupations and my 
obligations to society.  But it sometimes 
happens that I cannot easily shake off the 
village.  The thought of some work will 
run in my head and I am not where my 
body is, -- I am out of my senses.”

	  

	  
Friends of the 
Amherst Town 

Library 

Thurs.,	  March	  28	  
	  

Amherst	  County	  Club	  
72	  Ponemah	  Road	  in	  Amherst,	  NH	  
	  

Doors	  open	  @	  6:30	  p.m.	  
Trivia	  begins	  @	  7	  p.m.	  

Putting	  
the	  FUN 

in	  fundr
aising!	  

	   	  
	   Are	  you	  smarter	  than	  the	  average	  Bear?	  
	  	  	  	  Or	  are	  you	  a	  walking	  Encyclopedia?	  	  Or	  are	  
	  	  	  	  you	  just	  looking	  for	  an	  evening	  of	  fun?	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Register	  as	  an	  individual	  player	  
or	  get	  a	  team	  together	  to	  show	  off	  
your	  smarts!	  

Trivia teams should 
Consist of 8-10 adults 
21 and older.	   
 
A cash bar and snacks 
will be available for 
purchase. 

Door	  prizes	  will	  raffled	  off	  through	  out	  
the	  evening!	  

R E G I S T E R    T O D A Y ! 

Please	  complete	  and	  return	  this	  registration	  form,	  along	  with	  your	  payment	  by	  Fri.,	  March	  15th.	  
Cost	  is	  just	  $10.00	  per	  player!	  	  All	  proceeds	  directly	  support	  the	  Friends	  of	  the	  Amherst	  Town	  
Library	  program	  fund.	  

Please check the appropriate box: 
 

Team Registration 
 

Individual Player (Please assign me to a team) 
 
Couple (Please assign us to a team) 

F	  I	  R	  S	  T	  	  	  	  	  A	  N	  N	  U	  A	  L	  

Name or Team Captain _________________________________  Number of Players______________ 
 
Team Name__________________________________________  x 10 = Total Payment____________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________  Method of Payment:           Cash 
 
Phone Number_______________________________________                                              Check 

(Payable to Friends of the Amherst Town Library) 
 
Deliver payment to the Amherst Town Library or mail to Friends of the Amherst Town Library, 14 Main St., Amherst, NH 03031. 

Please contact Christine Farris with any question or to register your team by phone, 603-667-3160. 

	  

	  

The Geography of Pakistan and Afghanistan:
Understanding The Background Of Conflict

“Take Your Club to Glory” Challenge  
Sponsored by Friends of the Town Library 

AMHERST – Are you smart-
er than the average bear or possi-
bly a walking trivia encyclopedia? 
The Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library are “throwing down the 
gauntlet”!  We are calling all lo-
cal Amherst clubs to create a team 
and ‘come on down’!  Are you up for 
the “Take your Club to Glory” chal-
lenge?  Will your club be the trivia 
champ? 
 Amherst Garden Club, will you 

have the seeds of knowledge?  
 Lions Club, will you serve the 

right answers?
 Amherst Town Band, will the 

questions be music to your ears? 

 Moms Club, will the answers for 
you be child’s play? 

 Amherst Historical Society, 
will you impressively exhibit 
those preserved knowledge bits 
delicately stored away in your 
minds?

 Amherst Recreation Department/
PMEC, will you find the challenge 
eventful and join in to help foster 
a fun environment? 

 The Red Hat society, will you 
make the evening red hot with 
some spicy answers? 

Make it a ‘yes’, and join us for  the 
1st Annual, Friends of the Amherst 
LibraryTRIVIA NIGHT at the Am-
herst Country Club!

The fun and festivities will occur 
on Thursday, March 28 at 7pm.

Doors will open at 6:30pm.  Reg-
ister as an individual, couple or cre-
ate a team of between 8-10 adults to 
show off your smarts.  The top team 
will win a cash prize along with 
bragging rights. Door prizes will 
be raffled off throughout the eve-
ning.  The cost is $10.00 per player.  
All proceeds will go to support The 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary Fund, which enables them to 
offer enrichment programs for the 
Amherst community.  A cash bar 
and snacks will be available for pur-
chase.  Registration forms are at the 
Library or can be downloaded from: 
http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us. 

Amherst Town Library 

Perspectives on Arab Culture and The Influence of Islam
AMHERST – As part of the Am-

herst Town Library’s adult pro-
gram series Looking at the World: 
Connections and Differences, New 
Hampshire Humanities scholar 
Nabil Migalli presents, “Perspec-
tives on Arab Culture and the Influ-
ence of Islam” on Tuesday, March 
19 at 7 p.m. in the Johnson Meet-
ing Room.   We are grateful for the 
grant provided by the New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council that 
makes this program possible.   

It is an understatement to say that 
current events have sparked curi-
osity about Arab culture and re-
newed interest in Arab-American 

relations.  Migalli, originally from 
Egypt, discusses the cultures of 
the Middle East, especially the in-
fluence of Islam on various nations 
and people, with an emphasis on the 
developments in Egypt.  Learn more 
about the status of Arab-American 
relations both at home and abroad, 
and explore the impact of the Arab 
Spring. 

Presenter Nabil Migalli is a grad-
uate of Cairo University, Nation-
al Center for Social and Crimino-
logical Research and the Institute 
of National Planning; President of 
the Arab-American Forum in New 
Hampshire; and recipient of the 

Martin Luther King Award for New 
Hampshire.  His scholarly inter-
ests include diversity, immigration, 
Arab and Islamic cultures.

This presentation is free and open 
to the public. However, registration 
is REQUIRED for this program due 
to space limitations. You can reg-
ister for this event and all the pro-
grams of the Library’s Looking at 
the World: Connections and Dif-
ferences series by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us  and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”

Poet Mary Oliver writes about 
Walden in these words titled,  
“Going to Walden”

It isn’t very far as highways lie.
I might be back by nightfall, having seen
The rough pines, and the stones, and the clear water.
Friends argue that I might be wiser for it.
They do not hear that far-off Yankee whisper:
How dull we grow from hurrying here and there!
Many have gone, and think me half a fool
To miss a day away in the cool country.
Maybe.  But in a book I read and cherish,
Going to Walden is not so easy a thing
As a green visit.  It is the slow and difficult
Trick of living, and finding it where you are.

We, too, carry thoughts and burdens of the “village” that are 
hard to shake off.  They can be distracting but are no reason 
to give up walking.  Perhaps, they are the more reason to get 
out and walk.  There are so many paths and places for walk-
ing right here in our hometown woods.  Walking is good and 
we are endowed with so many good natural spaces away from 
the “village” to see for the first time and learn more about as 
old friends.

For suggestions, visit the pictorial display of Amherst trails 
coming in the month of April in the Amherst Town Library.  
This photographic invitation, provided in cooperation with 
the Friends of The Library, is part of a nationwide 50-day ef-
fort to help people experience their environment and be active 
participants in its care and understanding.  The broad goals for 
the program called “4/1 Earth” are for folks to spend 1,000,000 
hours across the country learning about the environment, en-
joying it, and caring for it.  One of the specific goals is for vol-
unteers to plant 100,000 trees in backyards and forest areas.

songbirds have declined as much as 
40% in the past fifty years.  Brooks 
will discuss the wintering, migra-
tory, and breeding ecology of these 
flycatchers, vireos, thrushes, wood 
warblers, tanagers, and sparrows as 
well as the factors contributing to 
their declines.  In addition, Brooks 
will present his stunning photogra-
phy of this diverse group of birds.

Brooks holds a Master’s Degree 
in Liberal Arts with a concentration 
in Biology and a Master’s Degree in 
Forest Science from Harvard Uni-
versity.  His research on the distri-
bution and relative abundance of 
terrestrial salamanders has been 

published in peer-reviewed jour-
nals.  In addition, Brooks’ photog-
raphy has appeared in the Boston 
Globe as well as magazines, jour-
nals, textbooks, and field guides, 
and is sold at art galleries and mu-
seums in the Boston area including 
Harvard’s Museum of Natural His-
tory.  Some of the venues at which 
Brooks has given lectures include 
Harvard Forest, Holy Cross, Arnold 
Arboretum, Mount Auburn Cem-
etery and the Sachuest National 
Wildlife Refuge.  

This presentation is free and open 
to the public. However, registration 
is REQUIRED for this program due 

to space limitations. You can reg-
ister for this event and all the pro-
grams of the Library’s Birds and 
Flowers and Poetry series by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us  
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 
The remaining programs in the se-
ries include: “London’s Chelsea 
Flower Show” on Tuesday, April 9 
at 7 p.m.; “Shade is the Easiest” on 
Tuesday, April 16 at 7 p.m.; and, 
“Spring Poets: Barbara Allen to 
Blackbird” (a New Hampshire Hu-
manities grant funded program) on 
Tuesday, April 30 at 7 p.m.

u A Storm of Angels: Spring Songbird Migration   continued from page 1


