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mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Serving the Souhegan Valley Region since 1994 ~ Family Owned and Operated

GROOminG 7 dayS a week! 
  dOGGie daycaRe: Full day $15 •1/2 day $10

BOaRdinG:  dogs $22/day • cats $15/day
discounts available for multiple family pets

The Trustees of the Milford Hospital Association are 
pleased to announce the availability of

2013 Community Grants
Non-profit organizations (501c(3)), governmental entities 
and faith communities from Milford, Amherst and/or 

Mont Vernon are eligible to apply.  
To obtain application materials please email:

milfordhospitalassociation@gmail.com 
c/o Jennifer Wierwille Norton, 

Philanthropic Advising and Support Services

Deadline for  Full Proposals: 
May 10, 2013 at 5p.m.

The Trustees of the Milford Hospital Association are 
pleased to announce that applications are 

now being accepted for the

Milford Hospital Association 
Scholarship Fund

College students from Milford, Amherst and 
Mont Vernon preparing  for a career in healthcare can 
apply through the  NH Charitable Foundation website at 

www.nhcf.org.  Click on Student Aid and look for the 
Adult Student Aid application. Here is a direct link to the 

Adult Student Aid Program:  
www.nhcf.org/page.aspx?pid=473

The Milford Hospital Association, established in 1906, 
is dedicated to supporting local medical and health– 

related services in the communities of Milford, 
Amherst and Mont Vernon.

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

$$ Earn Extra Money $$
Deliver The New Fairpoint Telephone Directories

Men & women 18 years and older with insured vehicles needed to 
deliver in Nashua, Amherst, Merrimack & surrounding areas. 

Also looking for office clerks & loaders. Delivery starts March 26. 
Work minimum of 6 daylight hours per day. Get paid within 

72 hours, of successful completion of route.  
Call 800-979-7978 Between 9 am & 5:30 pm Mon. – Fri.  

Refer to Job# 30093-B
Distribution of the Fairpoint Yellow Pages are conducted on behalf of Supermedia the 

official publisher of Fairpoint Print Directories.  Equal Opportunity Employer.

Amherst Garden Club Offers   
Annual Scholarship

Scholarship Applications Due April 1st

Historical Society of Amherst Scholarship
The Historical Society of Am-

herst is seeking high school seniors 
who have an interest and aptitude 
in history to apply for its annu-
al scholarship. The award has been 
newly named the “Marion Young 
Memorial Scholarship” in honor of 
a longtime member and the origi-
nal chairperson of our scholarship 
committee. Applicants must be 
Amherst residents and graduating 
high school seniors who will be en-
rolling in a post-secondary school 
to pursue a major in history or a 
related field. Thanks to the success 
of fundraising events including the 

Antiques on the Green, we are able 
to offer a $1500 scholarship to a de-
serving applicant.

Application forms are avail-
able online at www.hsanh.org. 
Forms will also be available at lo-
cal high school student services of-
fices. Completed applications must 
be received by April 1, 2013 at the 
student’s high school student ser-
vices office, by email attachment 
addressed to historicalsociety@
hsanh.org, or by regular mail to 
the Historical Society of Amherst, 
Attn: Scholarship Committee, PO 
Box 717, Amherst, NH 03031.

athan Gottwald as Danny Zuko.  
They are ably complemented by 
Meghan Bedard (Betty Rizzo), Mor-
gan Chamberlain (Jan), Hannah 
Emery (Frenchie), Emerald Smith 
(Marty), Alyssa Lederhos (Pat-
ty Simcox), Kelsey Mack (Cha Cha 
Rodriguez), Brad Odhner (Kneck-
ie), Matt Campbell (Doody, Bret 
Nickerson (Sonny), Christian Wil-
liams (Roger), Tim Saunders (Eu-
gene Florczyk), Samantha Maxwell 
(Miss Lynch), Ryan Long (Vince 
Fontaine), Griffin Davis (Johnny 
Casino) and Ben Gottwald (Beau-
tyu School Dropout Singer).  The 
cast is rounded out with a talent-
ed ensemble including Sydney Ber-
trand, Trysten Bewersdorf, Megan 
Dillon, Abby Fitzgerald, Rosie Heg-
field, Ally Hull, Lindsay Lack, Sara 
Lafleur, Michaela Milne, Meghan 
Murphy, Quincy Raymond, Michael 
Robicheau, Abby Schulte, Sean Ta-

tar, Leah Troie, Brandon Ward and 
Hannah Whitney.

Souhegan Faculty working on the 
show include:  Patricia McMullen 
and Steve Hodgman, co-directors; 
Amy McGuigan, choreographer; 
Stan St. Onge, technical director, 
ably assisted by stage managers Alex 
Airey ’14 and Bailey Ferris ’14); and 
Carl Benevides, orchestra conduc-
tor.

Ticket prices are $15 for Adults 
and $10 for Students/Senior Citi-
zens.  Visit the Souhegan website if 
you wish to purchase tickets in ad-
vance:  www.sprise.com

Twenty years of musicals at 
Souhegan brings the school full cir-
cle.  On April 4-6th Souhegan will 
revive its first show, the musical, 
Grease.  Hodgman has directed ev-
ery play and musical at Souhegan. 
Even some of the props from that 
first year will be used again! 

u SHS: a “Grease” Revival   continued from page 1

Souhegan High School Mourns the 
Loss of Alumnus, Tony Barksdale

AMHERST -  -- The Souhegan 
High School community suffered a 
saddening loss last weekend. Tony 
Barksdale, a 2012 Souhegan grad-
uate and current Boston University 
student, unexpectedly passed away 
Saturday, March 2nd while away at 
school.

Tony was universally admired 
and respected for his sincere and 
kind nature.  Social Studies teacher, 
Jess Tremblay remembers that as a 
sophomore in her class, “Tony no-
ticed when others were not at their 
best. He could reach out to them in 
a jovial way, unafraid to ask some-
one, ‘Are you okay?’ It’s a cliché, but 
he truly had a heart of gold.” His Se-
nior Advisor, John Dowd remem-
bers Tony as a spirited and impish 
advisory member who was “always 
ready with a joke or a sympathetic 
ear, whichever the situation called 
for.  He often affectionately teased 
his fellow advisees, showing just 
how well he knew them.” Perhaps 
most telling about Tony’s character 
is his selection as student of the year 
for his senior Film Seminar course. 
“His contributions to the course 
were awesome; he is a natural ac-
tor, has a creative flair, the ability to 
work with people and direct them, 
great writing skills –– combine all 
those elements in a film project, he 
was the natural leader of the group,” 
said Film Seminar teacher Chris 
Herold.

Tony was in his element wheth-
er in Film Seminar, on the basket-
ball court, or on football field. He 
was an enthusiastic, hard-work-
ing member of both the teams, and 
his commitment and determina-
tion was clear to both teachers and 
coaches.  His guidance counselor, 
Brian Irwin, said that “Tony was 
goal-oriented and knew what it took 
to achieve the goal.” Chris echoed 
Brian in saying, “This was the re-
spect Tony’s peers had for him. In 

class, Tony would say, ‘Guys, we’ve 
got to get to work,’ and people got to 
work.  If Tony said, ‘You’ve crossed 
the line,’ students respected Tony 
and listened when he called them 
out on something. He was fair, and 
he wanted to get the work done.”

Tony was a vibrant member of the 
Souhegan community who com-
fortably navigated his way among 
diverse groups of students. As Brian 
said, “He was a friend to everyone.” 
Indeed, when Chris ran into Tony 
shooting baskets at the Mont Ver-
non Village School over the sum-
mer, Tony came right over, shook 
hands and asked him how his sum-
mer had been. “When I saw him 
again in December, home from col-
lege for break,” Chris added, “he 
was so happy with his life, so cheer-
ful, so himself. 

Tony made a lasting, positive im-
pression on our school communi-
ty. We hold dear the memories of a 
kind, generous person, and we will 
forever save a backward glance to 
the years he spent brightening our 
hallways. We find some small com-
fort in knowing Souhegan was part 
of Tony’s life for a short time. We 
find great comfort in embracing his 
legacy of commitment to improving 
oneself and of kindness to others.

The Amherst Garden Club is 
offering two $1,500 scholarship 
awards to qualified students this 
spring.  The scholarships are avail-
able to Amherst or Mont Vernon 
residents who will be attending an 
institute of higher learning to study 
horticulture, botany, plant science, 
landscape design, or environmental 
science as it relates directly to hor-
ticulture, or another related field.  
The Garden Club believes it has the 
opportunity to impact our planet in 
a beneficial way by supporting the 
education of students who have an 
interest in a field closely allied in 
some way with horticulture.

Applications are available from 
student services or guidance offic-
es at Souhegan High School, Bishop 

Guertin High School, and the Der-
ryfield School.  Other Amherst and 
Mont Vernon students or graduates 
can get the application from Tibby 
Coffee at 673-3747 or on the Am-
herst Garden Club website, www.
amherstgardenclub.org.  There are 
two applications forms available, 
one for high school seniors and one 
for high school graduates who are 
presently college age or older.

Souhegan High School students 
need to return their applications 
to the high school student services 
offices by April l.  All other appli-
cants should mail their applications 
to the Amherst Garden Club, Attn: 
Scholarship Committee, PO Box 
694, Amherst, NH 03031 by April 1.

Anthony Barksdale II

AJWC Family B-I-N-G-O Night
Friday, March 29th 

Jessica Roberge and EmyEzequelle’ bridge smashed the record set a day 
earlier when their bridge held an incredible 390 pounds and achieved an 
efficiency of 385!

AMHERST --  Souhegan High 
School Advanced Engineering stu-
dents challenged each other in a 
Balsa Wood Bridge Competition 
recently.  Bridges were weight test-
ed as well measured for efficiency 
(weight held/weight of bridge).  All 
time school records were set and 
broken and set again in the course 
of the two day event.  In addition 
to those recognized in the photos, 
other students achieved All Time 
Top Ten status:  James Diliegro 
and Danny Dufresne, 5th All-Time, 
with 260 pounds; Ryan Hinrichs 
and Jake Kittredge, 6th All-Time, 
with 250 pounds. 

Sarah King and Ben Polio won the 
Architectural Merit Award, com-
bining visual appeal and function, 
by the unanimous vote of their 
classmates.  

SHS Appoints Two From Interim Roles
AMHERST – It is with great 

pride that Souhegan High School 
appoints veteran teachers, Kathy 
White and Dick Miller as its new 
Dean of Faculty and Athletic Direc-
tor, respectively.  Both White and 
Miller have been serving in inter-
im roles this academic year. Both 
White and Miller have been mem-
bers of the Souhegan faculty since 
its founding in 1993.

Kathy White has served as a 
member of the Souhegan faculty in 
the Business and Technology de-
partment. She developed numerous 
courses over the years, led the de-
partment as Coordinator, and guid-
ed Souhegan’s transition to the dig-
ital age. 

White believes there is a “con-
vergence of educational initiatives” 
on the state and national level with 
Souhegan’s “core values and beliefs.” 
White is excited about emerging 
concepts at the state level, like the 
NH Performance Assessment Ini-
tiative which is meant to create a 
broader base of accountability than 
a single standardized test, and the 
national Common Core State Stan-
dards. Both these initiatives pro-
mote depth over breadth, increased 
cognitive rigor, the crafting of ques-
tions, and active and close read-
ing strategies, all of which are at 
the core of a Souhegan education, 
White explains.

Dick Miller has taken on a wide 
range of leadership roles beyond his 
Social Studies classroom. He has 
been a Class Advisor, Senior Proj-
ect Coordinator, coach and coordi-
nator of intermural activities. He is 
also the familiar voice announcing 

the school’s football and basketball 
games.

As a teacher of 37 years, Miller 
has always considered co-curricular 
activities integral to the education-
al process. “What makes Souhegan 
unique is that with such a great em-
phasis placed on the group process 
in the school’s culture, these activ-
ities… truly become a part of the 
curriculum,” Miller says.

Miller looks forward to work-
ing with the various constituency 
groups – students, custodial staff 
and faculty, parents and volunteers 
– whose efforts are the “heart and 
soul of the co-curricular program,” 
Miller says.

White and Miller join fellow 
Souhegan former teachers, Rob 
Scully (Dean of Students) and Gigi 
Klipa (Dean of Faculty) on the 
school’s leadership team. “It is an 
extraordinary gift and opportunity 
for Souhegan to have well-respected 
members of faculty in these import-
ant leadership roles,” says Principal 
Jon Ingram. “Both have proven lead-
ership skills and are highly regard-
ed among the faculty.  Even though 
they came on board in interim po-
sitions this year, their years of ded-
ication to Souhegan have created a 
seamless transition for our school.”

SHS Bridge Building Competition 
Breaks Records

Sharpen your game skills and 
come to Wilkins School in Amherst 
for Family Bingo Night! The event 
will be held Friday, March 29th in 
the school gym. 

Join us for pizza, baked goods, 
drinks and prizes. Doors will open 
at 5:30pm. Food and drinks will be 
available for purchase from 5:30pm 
to 6:15pm. Bingo games will run 
from 6:15pm to 8pm. 

Kids can play for a chance to win 
many great prizes! Bingo play is $6 
and includes 8 games. During the 
evening, one SPECIAL Bingo game 
will also be called, giving kids a 
chance to win larger prizes. Special 
cards are optional and cost an addi-

tional $2. Raffles tickets for a larger 
prize and 50/50 raffle will be sold as 
well.

Some of the special prizes in-
clude: Sharing a snack and a sto-
ry with school librarian Ms. Kath-
leen McIntyre, lunch and a special 
dessert with Mr. St. Amand, Toad-
stool gift certificate, Chunkys mov-
ie passes and more!!! 

Family Bingo Night is an annual 
fundraiser for the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club. All proceeds from 
the event will benefit area non-prof-
its. For more information, contact 
the AJWC at webmaster@amherst-
juniors.org.

Applewild School Open House
Take a Look Morning, Thursday, April  4,  9:00 AM - Applewild 

School (coeducational independent day school for grades    K - 8 
serving families in central MA and southern NH) is hosting an 
Open House on the first Thursday of each month. Prospective 
parents are invited to meet at 9:00 AM at the Crocker Building, 
120 Prospect St., Fitchburg, MA for an opportunity to tour the 
school and see teachers and students in action.  No RSVP neces-
sary.  For more information, call the Admission Office, 978-342-
6053, x110 or visit www.applewild.org

Dick Miller Kathy White

Amherst Boy Earns First Place at 
District History Day

FITCHBURG, MA – Again this 
year, Applewild School in Fitch-
burg had an impressive showing at 
the Massachusetts History Day Dis-
trict Competition held on March 2 
at Barre Middle High School.  Four-
teen eighth graders at the school re-
ceived either a first or second place 
finish and three others received 
special awards from local organiza-
tions such as the Worcester Histor-
ical Museum, the Clara Barton Mu-
seum and the Worcester Sharks. 

Ryan Quinlan of Amherst and 
Ethan Oliver of Littleton, MA re-
ceived a first place for their group 
documentary “The Transcontinen-
tal Railroad: Changing the Way 
America Moved.”

Research on each entry began 
several months ago using both pri-
mary and secondary sources. The 
theme of this year’s competition 
was “Turning Points in History: 
People, Ideas, Events.” Massachu-
setts History Day is the state pro-
gram for National History Day. 
The mission of the competition is 
to improve the teaching and learn-
ing of history in elementary, mid-
dle and secondary schools so that 
students become better prepared, 
more knowledgeable citizens. Na-
tional History Day, a nonprofit or-
ganization located at the University 
of Maryland, provides a theme each 
year along with support materials. 

Students in grades 6-12 research 
and create historical projects that 
relate to the year’s theme. Students 
can participate as either individuals 
or in groups in the following cate-
gories: exhibits, performances, doc-
umentaries, historical papers and 
websites.

Ryan and Ethan will compete in 
the Massachusetts state finals on 
Saturday, April 6 at Stoneham High 
School. Students who are successful 
in the State Competition will repre-
sent Massachusetts at the National 
History Day finals, June 9-13 at the 
University of Maryland.

Ryan Quinlan of Amherst and 
Ethan Oliver of Littleton, MA


