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www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Bathroom Remodeling?
Let our experts design 
and install your glass 
shower enclosure.  
We carry the latest 
options in hardware, 
glass and glass 
coatings.   

Complete Design, Measuring  
& Installation Services
Professional Installers

Over 25 years experience

Visit our showroom and our website!

Are You Ready for Spring?

6” Lily $1200

8” Double Lily $2800

10” Triple Lily $3800

12” Quad $5000

Call now to order and set up for Delivery

• Trees, Shrubs, Plants  • Flower Arrangements
• Water Gardens   • Koi & Pond Fish
 • Landscape Design & Installation

305 Route 101, Amherst, New Hampshire 03031 
603.673.3008 • www.amherstgardencenter.com

www.devineflooring.com

438 Gibbons Highway 
Route 101

W Wilton, NH 
654-5400

Tue-Fri: 10AM-6PM 
Sat: 10AM-4PM

CLOSED: 
Sundays & Mondays

Come experience the Devine Difference!

Locally 
Owned & 

Fully 
Insured

603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

adfa
NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

ANTIQUES � FINE ART

FINAL WEEK!
WINTER

SALE!
UP TO 70% OFF! ENDS 3/30

�
Now seeking marine paintings

for upcoming exhibit & sale
�

323 Elm Street, Milford NH
603-673-8499 Open daily 10 -5

nhantiquecoop.com

Now enrolling for 2013-2014
Please call 672-3168 today!

Expanding outdoor living space adds 
value to your home

Even during a challenging economy, the outdoor 
living trend remains popular as homeowners 
seek to add lasting value and functional living 
space under the sky and stars. Whether it’s a 
do-it-yourself patio or a professionally installed 
outdoor kitchen, the beauty, usefulness, value 
and ease of maintenance in outdoor living space 
is limitless.
Extending living space outdoors is as old as time 
itself. “Creating an outdoor room is a natural 
extension of your indoor living space,” says 
landscape architect John Johnson of Burnsville, 
Minn. “By creating a space in the open air and 
adding elements like fireplaces, pergolas, water 
features and greenery, you get a very different 
feel. People want and need that connection to 
the outdoors.”
Adding value
Without erecting the traditional four walls and 
roof, outdoor living space can be easily added to 
large, small, twin or town homes. Enhancing an 
outdoor space with hardscapes adds value and 
can be adapted for multiple uses.
“Homeowners continue to embrace the trend of 
maximizing outdoor living space, whether it’s an 
outdoor kitchen or patio living room with a fire 
pit,” says Lonny Sekeres, a landscape designer 
with Villa Landscapes in Oakdale, Minn. “Real 
estate experts say that for every dollar you invest 
in landscaping projects, you could see up to a $2 
return when you sell your home.”
Do-it-yourselfers will find easy-to-install, main-
tenance-free pavers and segmental retaining wall 
systems are budget-friendly for patios, walkways, 
courtyards, raised gardens, fire features and wall 
projects. New construction should include plans 

for exterior hardscapes, and remodels can bene-
fit from the advice of design-build professionals 
or experts from a landscape supplies retailer, says 
Sekeres.-
“There are so many solutions to fit any budget 
and need,” says Sekeres. “Products like Willow 
Creek permeable pavers allow rainwater drain-
age if needed, and retaining walls come in colors 
that complement any environment.”
Al fresco living
As a natural extension of the home’s ground 
floor, a patio expands a family’s living and enter-
taining space significantly. It provides a perfect 
gathering spot for guests and family who will be 
drawn from indoor dining areas to this enticing 
space.
A popular trend is to expand kitchen space with 
outdoor grilling areas, stone fireplaces for cook-
ing wood-fired pizza, or stone counters around a 
grill for food preparation. “Because the kitchen 
is typically the customary gathering place in the 
home, it’s a natural extension for family and 
entertaining guests,” Sekeres says.
Warming accents
A fire feature such as a fireplace, pit, table, pot 
or ring creates an inviting outdoor focal point 
as well as a functional spot for entertaining, 
says Sekeres. A half-circle seat wall or outdoor 
furniture around a fire pit or table creates a cozy 
nook, and adding a grill, pub set, chaise or settee 
can transform a patio into a lounge for gather-
ings well into the evening and late in the season.
A newer trend is the green or living wall, says 
Sekeres. Products like the VERSA-Green Plant-
able Retaining Wall System from VERSA-LOK 

lets do-it-yourselfers and 
professional installers 
alike easily add drama 
and beauty to retaining 
walls. “A living wall 
planted with herbs near 
an outdoor grill or a 
landscaped wall of flowers 

is an eye-catching, eco-friendly and unique use 
of retaining walls,” says Sekeres.
Adding ambiance
Pathways created with pavers, stepping stones 
and permeable pavers can join both back and 
front outdoor living spaces. “New homes and 
older homes make good use of the longstanding 
porch design,” says Sekeres. “It’s easy to create a 
paver walkway linking the front and back or an 
outdoor kitchen to a lounge area.”

Lighting installed within steps and along paths 
can also add a unified ambiance to a home’s 
hardscape. Adding decor such as pergolas, trel-
lises and arbors covered with natural materials 
like bamboo or fiber screens is great solutions for 
privacy, shade or continuity of design.
“There’s no limit to the hundreds of ideas to en-
hance your yard,” says Sekeres. “Many products 
are easy for the do-it-yourselfer with manufac-
turer instructions, seminars and other resources. 
Talk to a landscape professional, visit a home 
and garden show and landscape supply stores, or 
search the Internet for inspiration. Take advan-
tage of the outside to easily expand your living 
space.”
For more information on VERSA-LOK prod-
ucts, visit its website or call (800) 770-4525 
(BPT)

Give your 
home a 
true green 
cleaning 
this spring

When you clean your house in the spring, you 
really want it to be clean. Dirt, dust and germs 
are banned, and all appliances, floors and 
walls are scrubbed clean. But is your house 
really clean, or have you traded dirt and germs 
for caustic and toxic chemicals found in most 
conventional cleaning products?
Whether you’re shopping for prepared natural 
cleaning solutions or making your own, keep 
in mind that the word “aromatherapy” is now 
being applied to everything scented - from 
dishwashing liquid to laundry detergent. The 
true practice of aromatherapy relies on using 
pure essential oils extracted from plants. 
These natural plant essences nurture us on 

mental, emotional, physical and even spiritual 
levels.
Essential oils have potent antimicrobial 
effects along with their clean, pleasant natural 
aromas. Here are a few “classic” homecare 
essential oils suggested by the experts at the 
leading aromatherapy company, Aura Cacia: 
lemon (clean, sweet, uplifting scent; deodor-
izing), peppermint (minty, fresh; air purifier; 
mild pest repellent), eucalyptus and tea tree 
(air and surface sanitizers; fresh, therapeutic 
aromas).
For more information and eco-friendly clean-
ing tips, visit www.auracacia.com.

A stepped landing con-
veniently leads guests 
from kitchen to outdoor 
dining, creating the per-
fect outdoor space to 
eat and drink, entertain 
family and friends, or 
gather round a fire ring 
to share stories and 
create memories.


