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S
torm damage to large trees can cause many 

problems. These problems can exist im
mediately 

after the storm or become evident many months 

or even years later. Since large trees involve large 

branches and heavy weight, it i
s best to

 leave this kind 

of sto
rm repair to qualified professional arborists.

 Here 

are some things that you can do to help larger trees 

recover from storm damage. 

Tree Inspection 

Inspect trees carefully following any heavy storm, 

particularly if th
e tree in question has suffered previ-

ous sto
rm damage. Look for splits a

nd cracks in the 

trunk or major limbs. M
ake note of any areas where 

water appears to
 be seeping from within the tree. 

Inspect the root collar area (at the base of the tree) to 

look for uplifted soil or disturbed roots. If 
any of these 

conditions exist th
en it is 

important to have your tree 

inspected by a qualified professional arborist. 

Pruning 

Pruning large trees should be left to a professional 

arborist. W
orking in larger trees can be dangerous due 

to the heavy weights of branches. In addition, larger 

trees may be located near or under utility transmission 

lines. W
orking around utility lines is d

angerous. Special 

training is re
quired for arborists 

to prune trees when 

a utility line is in
volved. If you suspect your tree needs 

pruning contact a qualified professional arborist. I
f util-

ity lines are involved contact your local utility company 

immediately. 

The top priority for pruning after a storm should be to 

make the tree safe. After this has been accomplished, 

the tree should be evaluated for reconstructive prun-

ing needs. The object is to
 maintain as many live 

branches in the crown of the tree as possible so that 

sufficient leaf cover is m
aintained to return the tree 

to normal vigor. At the same time it is 
important to 

removed severely damaged branches and minimize 

open wounds that will lead to decay. 

Removal 

Determining whether or not a tree should be removed 

is a difficult decision for most homeowners. M
ajor 

splits o
r cracks in the main trunk or in one or more 

major limbs may render the tree unsafe and require 

removal. In some cases, cable and brace work may 

be a viable option. Cable and bracing should only be 

done by a qualified arborist. I
f done improperly, the 

tree will remain in an unsafe condition. 

If more than 50% of the tree's living crown has been 

destroyed then removal may be recommended. If th
e 

root system of the tree is in
tact, then the crown will 

re-grow. Think carefully about the function that your 

tree performs in the landscape. If th
is function (screen-

ing, shade, wind protection) is st
ill being performed, 

then you may want to try to salvage the tree for a few 

more years while you plan for and begin replanting. 

Although tree removal is a
 last re

sort, th
ere are 

circumstances when it is 
necessary. An arborist c

an 

help decide whether or not a tree should be removed. 

Professionally trained arborists 
have the skills and 

equipment to safely and efficiently remove trees. 

Professional Arborists 
In all cases where larger trees are 

involved it is 
best th

at homeowners se
riously consider 

the use of a professional arborist.

(Adapted from the Nebraska Forest Service with permis-

sion).  ©
1995-2012 UNH Cooperative Extension

Large Tree 

Pruning 

and Care

I
f the warmer temperatures, bright 

sunshine and greening of spring 

give you the urge to clean, you're 

not alone. If you want to make spring 

cleaning easier, especially outdoor 

spring cleaning, a little
 planning will 

save lots of elbow grease. 

Make outdoor spring cleaning a breeze 

with these four sim
ple tips to ensure 

that you're ready for warm weather 

fun: 

1.  Get the grill re
ady - Barbecues and 

picnics are as much a part of summer 

as baseball and trips to the beach. Your 

grill is 
central to the fun when you're 

cooking and dining outdoors, so
 get it 

ready with a good cleaning. If you were 

diligent about cleaning the grill after 

every use last year, a good cleaning 

with a wire brush may be all the cook-

ing grates need. If your grates have a lot 

of build-up and burnt-on food, remove 

and soak them in warm soapy water 

to loosen the debris. U
se a wire brush 

and a little
 soapy water to clean out the 

inside surfaces of your grill, in
cluding the 

inside of the lid. Check the hose con-

nection for the propane tank and repair 

or replace it if n
eeded.

2.  Clean outdoor surfaces without 

scru
bbing - Over tim

e, wood and com-

posite decks, concrete, railings, awnings 

and outdoor furniture can accumulate 

mold, moss, m
ildew and algae. An envi-

ronmentally-sensitive mold and mildew 

cleaner like Wet & Forget works over 

time to gently remove outdoor sta
ins 

on virtually any exterior surface with-

out scrubbing. Perfect for mildew and 

mold removal, the non-caustic, non-

acidic and bleach-free, biodegradable 

formula can be easily applied with a 

pump garden sprayer instead of a more 

labor-intense power washer. The multi-

surface outdoor cleaner reduces water 

usage and is designed for use around 

landscaping plants.

3.  Spruce up your view - Clean windows 

not only brighten the interior of your 

home, they can make the exterior look 

fresher, too. Spring is a great tim
e to 

remove screens (if y
ou haven't sto

red 

them for the winter) and give them a 

good cleaning. Hosing them off should 

do the trick, but if th
ey're very dirty try 

cleaning with a little
 soapy water and 

a soft scrub brush. Before you replace 

the screens, give the windows a good 

cleaning. Arm yourself with lots of paper 

towels and a good glass cleaner. One 

that contains vinegar will be effective 

and eco-friendly if you're concerned 

about exposing your landscaping to 

harsh chemicals. Be sure to clean the 

outside of your windows first. It
 will 

make another popular spring cleaning 

chore - washing the inside of windows 

- a bit easier.

4.  Taking care of your tools - Y
ard work 

and gardening are realities of warm 

weather. All your landscaping 

 

maintenance chores will be easier if 

your tools are clean and in good repair. 

Unload the tool shed or garage of all 

the equipment you'll use this su
mmer 

- from rakes and hoes to lawn mowers 

and trim
mers. W

hile you probably 

cleaned your garden tools before you 

stored them for winter, they'll stil
l have 

accumulated dust - a
nd possibly rust 

- from sittin
g idle for so many months. 

Clean rust sp
ots and dirt fro

m metal 

tools, and use a coating of mineral oil 

to ensure the rust doesn't return. Clean 

lawn mower and trim
mer blades, and 

replace the line on strin
g trim

mers. G
et 

blades sharpened if necessary, and 

run through all the maintenance tasks 

recommended in the manufacturer's 

handbook for your power equipment.

ARAContent

Four easy steps to jump-start 

outdoor spring cleaning
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when it comes to decor, not just an 

afterthought. Since it's s
uch a central 

area, why not give your sink a bit of 

character by adding a dramatic black 

faucet? The Arbor kitchen faucet in a 

Matte Black finish from Moen provides 

a stre
amlined appearance that coor-

dinates perfectly with black or sta
in-

less-and-black kitchen appliances and 

accessories. The collection also features 

the Moen Reflex system on pullout and 

pulldown kitchen faucets. Reflex allows 

for unmatched performance that offers 

smooth operation, easy movement 

and secure retraction. 

Pair your bold, black kitchen faucet 

with a professional-grade stainless st
eel 

sink, like a Moen Lancelot Professional 

undermount sink, to create a look that 

blends a high-end chef's kitchen with a 

touch of signature style. 

Sophisticated surfaces

Countertops play a large role in the 

function of a kitchen, setting the stage 

for food preparation, the use and 

display of everything from toasters to
 

teapots, and activities fro
m surfing the 

internet to entertaining guests. B
lack 

granite countertops can be a great 

addition to an already sophisticated 

kitchen. The options are far more 

extensive than basic black, ranging 

from midnight black to a more mixed 

shade, with secondary colors of grey, 

white, or even bolder hues, like sap-

phire. If your budget doesn't quite 

leave enough room for granite coun-

tertops, so
lid surface countertops offer 

a look that mimics sto
ne, at a lower 

price point. With a durable, non-porous 

surface and a seamless appearance, 

solid surface countertops are the per-

fect solution for busy families. 

Dramatic radiance 

Light fixtures can often set the tone 

for the entire room, both by the light 

they give off and the look of the fixture. 

Create a new appearance for your 

kitchen and dining area by adding a 

bold choice in lighting. Chandeliers 

with vintage-style ironwork, strin
gs of 

black glass or crystal beads, or even 

dramatic black prints, can be a beauti-

ful accent to an elegant kitchen - the 

piece de resista
nce to tie the whole 

room together. 

With just a few stylish, dark-hued 

accents, you can create a kitchen that 

stands out, instead of sim
ply blending 

in.

ARAContent

The Arbor pulldown 

faucet combines a 

streamlined ap-

pearance with the 

benefits of Moen's 

Reflex system, for 

smooth operation, 

easy movement and 

secure retraction.

Black is 'in'    Continued from page 16

Create privacy

Just because you're outdoors doesn't 

mean that you don't want a bit of 

privacy from neighbors or passersby. 

The good news is it
's easy to create 

boundaries to your space by using a 

pergola or outdoor curtains. These 

options tie in nicely with other outdoor 

design trends and can give just th
e 

right amount of privacy, creating your 

own outdoor "room" in which to enjoy 

the long, sunny days.

Light the night

Lighting can really make your outdoor 

space come alive once the sun goes 

down. Add depth and intrigue by 

"lightscaping" from different sources. 

Consider putting up strin
g lights th

at 

provide a magical setting that is s
ure 

to dazzle guests lo
ng after darkness 

falls. A
dd an intimate wall lantern next 

to the patio door or eco-friendly LED 

garden and path lights to
 add a soft 

illumination to outdoor space.

Grow an herb garden

There's nothing that adds the flavors of 

summer to food like fresh herbs. One 

of today's top trends is t
o have a con-

tainer garden so you always have your 

favorite herbs on hand to freshly pick. 

Popular herbs that are easy to grow 

include basil, chives, cilantro, dill, fe
nnel 

and mint. When planting, use contain-

ers th
at complement your outdoor 

design. Vintage styles that feature aged 

patinas are very popular this year.

ARAContent

2012 outdoor living trends   Continued from page 9

Certified Wildlife Habitat Program. 

5. Water watchers. "T
here is no single 

issue greater than water," sa
ys Dr. Hall. 

Recent drought and regional water 

restrictions are causing us to grow 

plants, flowers and vegetables with less 

water.

 Soil amendments lik
e the new Soil-

Reef biochar are considered by many 

scientists 
to be the "black gold" for 

gardening. Its h
igh carbon content and 

porous nature help soil retain water 

and nutrients, sa
ving gardeners tim

e 

and money. 

 Look for EcoCover organic mulch discs 

in all Bloomtastic! plant containers  to
 

help save water and reduce weeds. 

 Hydroponic gardening is hot, allowing 

plants to
 grow year-round in nutrient 

rich solutions that actually use less 

water.

6.  In living color. Neon colors, pop 

art and color blocking are influencing 

fashion on the runways and fashion in 

the garden. From Tangerine Tango, the 

new Pantone color of the year, to deep 

purples and soothing greens, colors are 

all over the landscape. 

 Rich, gem colors create your own per-

sonal piece of paradise. Tropic Escape 

Hibiscus fro
m Costa Farms produces 

huge flowers th
at last tw

ice as long 

as regular hibiscus and are perfect for 

decorating patios and landscapes.

 Create a technicolor summer with new 

Bloomtastic! Bambino bougainvillea and 

multi-colored bougainvillea patio trees. 

Hines' new Patio Tropics Desert Rose, 

Adenium Kissable Pink adds intense 

tropical color to patios, balconies and 

poolside. 

7.  Inner gardening. Decorating our inner 

gardens with houseplants fo
r better, 

healthier lives is n
ow the norm. These 

natural oxygen machines clean indoor 

air while bringing life to any room.

 Whether you want ferns, peace lilies or 

palms, bring nature in and green up 

your spaces. To learn more about the 

benefits of indoor houseplants check 

out www.O2forYou.org. 

8.  Techno-gardening. With the rise of 

smartphone technology, consumers are 

able to go directly into the buying expe-

rience. According to TrendWatching, 

'dealer chic' is o
n the rise where secur-

ing the best deal is n
ot just accepted 

- it's 
admired.

Gardening is going digital with free 

e-zines. Costa Farms' "G
rowingStyle" 

magazine brings designer tips and 

the latest plant info from growers and 

designers in this fre
e app. Garden 

products are going high-tech, too. 

Now's there's a way to rid your yard of 

pesky critters. N
ew motion activated 

sprinkler repellents fro
m Havahart pro-

vide caring control solutions that safely 

rid animals fro
m your yard. 

9. Seedlings. From the White House 

to the neighborhood schools, kids are 

learning how to grow their own food 

and take care of the planet.

McCoy says we've ignored two genera-

tions of gardeners and need to get kids 

back to having fun growing things. She 

says the popularity of fairy gardens is 

ideal for kids and the young at heart 

to share the whimsical world of plants 

and appreciate the joy of gardening.

For a complete look at the Garden 

Media Group 2012 Garden Trends 

Report, visit w
ww.gardenmediagroup.

com.
ARAContent

Top 2012 garden and 

lifestyle trends

Continued from page 8
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“We were pleased beyond words with everyone and 

everything from Granite State Cabinetry. Our kitchen 

is so warm and inviting we wish we did it years ago!.”P & T, Amherst, NH
Rte. 101, Bedford, NH(603) 472-4080www.gscabinetry.comMon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-4

Warm and Inviting!

Stop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

Black is 'in' for up-to-date interiorsL ove the way you feel after slipping into your little black dress, or donning a well-tai-

lored black suit? Black is not only a great shade on you - it's also a great shade for 

your home. The stylish finish is especially perfect in the kitchen - and can be seen 

in everything from kitchen appliances to hardware, and now even faucets. Make your 

kitchen feel just as good as you do in your go-to outfit with the magic of black. 

Appliance accentsStainless steel appliances exude the aura of a high-end, professional kitchen. But the 

modern stainless appliance wouldn't be complete without rich, black accents. From 

ironwork grates and griddles on stainless stoves to refrigerators with black ice makers 

and handles, the combination of black and stainless conveys professionalism and 

power. Not in the market for new major appliances? This same feeling can be con-

veyed with smaller ticket items, from the coffee maker to the toaster oven. 

A dramatic finish The sink is, without a doubt, the most used area in the kitchen. From filling cups to 

washing dishes; rinsing fruits and vegetables to replenishing Fido's bowl, the sink 

is used dozens of times per day. That said, it should be the first place we consider 

The Moen Arbor Matte 
Black pullout kitchen faucet coordinates well 

with black and stainless 
appliances.

Stylish new kitchen additions take a dramatically dark turn

continues on page 15

Presents theirAnnual SpringPlant SaleSaturdayMay 12, 20128:30am to 1pmWilkins School* Local Perennials* Annuals * Herbs* Hanging Baskets* Bedding Plants* Woodland Plants* Pantry Sale* Raffle Table* RosesKnowledgeableclub members and Master Gardenersavailable for assistanceRain or shine,AmherstGardenClub.org

Amherst Garden Club Annual Plant Sale - May 12

Amherst Garden Club will have a 
wide variety of plants ready for the 
Annual Plant Sale to be held on 

Saturday, May 12 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Wilkins School 
in Amherst.  There will be approxi-
mately 2000 perrenial plants dug 

from local gardens available at the 
sale along with plants and bushes 

from local vendors.  Master Gardeners and club mem-
bers will be available to answer 

questions and make suggestions.
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ARA 11579

Brothers W
ho

     P
aint

    603.672.2631

BrothersWhoPaint.com

• RESIDENTIAL

• COMMERCIAL

• FULLY INSURED

Serving 

the area 

for over 

25 years

F
or years, th

e conversation about stre
ngthening your home's value has 

revolved around interior projects. H
owever, by keeping the focus inside, you 

might be ignoring one of the most effective ways to bring your property value 

up: the garden. 

When discussing home value, "garden" means more than just flower beds. It 

includes your lawn, gathering spaces on your property, paths and walkways, in 

addition to the trees, sh
rubs and flowers th

at decorate the space. In a housing 

market where it's s
till difficult to stand out, turning your attention and efforts to

 

these areas might be just th
e thing that will attract buyers.

It's a
 simple concept: A more attractive house is a more valuable house. And since 

your yard and garden are often what buyers se
e first, it

's your best opportunity 

to set the tone as they consider your property and what they're willing to pay 

for it. I
n fact, well-designed landscaping was shown to raise perceived residential 

property value by as much as 18 percent, in a study recently released by Swedish 

power tool maker Husqvarna. 

In terms of return on investment, maintaining an attractive lawn and garden was 

shown to return $1.80 per dollar spent. For those who want to improve their 

home's value but can't afford to hire contractors fo
r major interior repairs, g

arden 

improvements can be an affordable alternative. 

Armed with the right tools, m
ost homeowners are capable of tackling garden 

projects th
at can improve their property value, and at a relatively low cost. To get 

a better understanding of what lawn and landscaping equipment would be most 

beneficial to your yard, visit a
n outdoor power manufacturer website like www.

husqvarna.com. Simply edging your yard with a strin
g trim

mer helps create a 

clean, finished look outdoors and can be achieved for less th
an $200. 

While many Americans are reluctant to spend much on their yards - so
me 65 

percent of people spent less th
an $400 on it annually - keeping return on invest-

ment in mind can help you make better sm
arter decisions. If y

ou want to call in 

the pros, consider projects th
at are highly sought-after, like in-ground irrigation 

systems.

Those not sure where to start can look to the wide variety of gardening websites, 

television programs and magazines for inspiration and practical tips. Some of the 

top-ranked garden attributes for improving home value included:

* A well-maintained lawn

* An inviting social area

* Stone paths and walkways

* Decorative trees, bushes and shrubs

* Well-kept hedges

* Nicely designed flower beds

Gardening season and the high real estate season coincide for a reason: Houses 

look their best su
rrounded by growing plants and blooming flowers. A

s the 

warmer months progress, re
member that not only can investing in your garden 

give you a good return, it could also be the deciding factor in drawing a buyer to 

your property.

ARAContent

PONEMAH FARMS

42 State Route 101A  Amherst  NH 03031  603-673-0446

Monday-Friday 10-6 • Saturday 9-6 • Sunday 10-5

Everything for 

the Gardener 

and More!

• hanging baskets

• annuals • 
perennials 

• tre
es • sh

rubs 

• planters • s
oils

• organ
ic weed & feed

• pottery • 
statu

ary

• bird baths & houses

• water fountains

• gar
den acce

ssories

• and expert ad
vice on 

how to get the most 

out of your gar
dening 

experience.! 

With this coupon. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 5/13/12.$ 500
off

$ 200
off

Any Hanging 

Basket

AnyTree

With this coupon. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 5/13/12.

Reminder: Mother’s Day is
 May 13

th!

Think outside the 

box - lite
rally - to 

improve home 

value
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I
t's th

e time of year when thoughts tu
rn toward 

refeathering the nest. W
ith more people choosing to 

stay in their houses, th
e desire to make "home" more 

desirable is st
ronger than ever.

Most people are forgoing major renovation projects due 

to the economy, according to a poll of top builders and 

developers ta
ken by the National Association of the 

Remodeling Industry (NARI) for CBS Watch.com. However, 

that doesn't mean everyone is sa
tisfied with status quo.

There is a new trend among homeowners to
 opt for a 

room refresh in lieu of a major renovation. Smaller projects 

such as updating flooring and wall color make a difference 

and won't break the budget.

Small changes can translate into big style, according to Erinn Valencich, L.A.-

based interior designer and blogger for HGTV's "D
esign Happens." "If

 the bones of 

a room are good, you don't need to renovate. You can create a big impact sim
ply 

by updating a few key elements in the space," says Valencich. "The application of 

a few styling tips, like adding colorful pillows or rearranging accessories, can start 

to transform a room."

She suggests tr
ading secondary furniture pieces between rooms to get a fresher 

vibe without investing in new furniture. Shop secondhand furniture stores and 

junk shops for unusual pieces that will add a little
 something extra to the setting.

Start w
ith the floor

When Valencich approaches a room refresh, she often begins with the floor.

"Most people may not realize how much a floor adds to the ambiance of a space. 

A dull or scuffed floor can make a room look tired," says Valencich.

Many people try hiding worn floors by layering in rugs, but Valencich warns that 

too many rugs become clutter. Rather than purchasing area rugs to solve the 

problem, she suggests p
utting those dollars into a new floor.

"A floor can become a real hero in a room refresh," says Valencich. "It c
an help in 

addressing challenges within a space."

For example:

*  A small, dark room will feel more spacious with a lighter floor and either a soft or 

bright wall color.

*  Light floors can also create a dramatic impact when paired with deeper toned walls. 

*  For a more intimate look, select a darker floor.

*  Rich, dark floor colors also create a nice balance with bolder walls.

When adding floors to
 a space, Valencich prefers hard surfaces such as wood or 

laminate for their depth of tone and natural feel. She says that laminate is often 

overlooked as a solution, but its d
urability and ease of installation make it a solid 

choice.

Small changes mean big 

style in a room refresh

"Laminate floors have come a long way since they were first in
troduced. In fact, 

it's p
retty hard to tell the difference between premium laminate such as Quick-

Step and hardwood floors," s
ays Valencich.

There is a wide range of styles available in laminate, from satin furniture finish 

to hand-sculpted, from painted oak to highly textured surfaces like Quick-Step's 

Rustic Cottage Oak.

"I like the look of the warm, smoky gray cottage oak floor. Its 
highly textured grain 

looks and feels like distressed barn board. It w
orks well in both a traditional decor 

or as a nice contrast to
 sleek modern lines," sa

ys Valencich.

Another alternative is th
e look of exotic wood. If you prefer the elegant graining 

and unique color of rare African and Brazilian species, laminate is definitely the 

way to go.

If you are considering purchasing a new floor, quickstep.com offers a floor con-

figurator that allows you to choose both wall color and floor styles to see how 

they work together. To make floor selection even easier, Valencich has curated 

her own collection of Quick-Step "Designer's Choice" floors, w
hich can be viewed 

at quickstepstyle.com.

ARAContent
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4 Pine Rd. - Amherst  (off  Rt. 101 - behind Salzburg Square)  672-4174 • Mon., Tues., Thurs., & Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 9-2

Quality Hardwood Flooring... the Diff erence Stands Out!

It’s easy to believe that all hardwood fl oors 

are similar, but don’t be mistaken.

Only fl oors that meet the most demanding 

criteria are recognized as high quality.
“Discover Beautiful Flooring at Affordable Prices.”

The Unique 

Refl ection

of Quality

S
hort on time, but looking to make a big change on the outside of your 

home? The experts a
t Fypon, LLC have a variety of one-hour “out-of-

the-box-and-onto-the-home” products th
at can help add curb appeal 

to your home’s exterior.

Constructed of durable urethane, Fypon® products are lightweight and 

easy to install, making these projects ideal for many do-it-yourselfers. Each 

decorative piece comes pre-primed and resists 
insect infestations, rot, 

decay and moisture, making for long-term low-maintenance of these home 

enhancements. 

Start-to
-finish, here’s what you can achieve in about one hour:

Project 1 - Make your entryway more welcoming with an elegant door 

surround. Start with fluted pilasters on either side of the door and then 

top the door with a crosshead or decorative pediment --- 
try a rams head, 

sunburst, a
corn or peaked cap style.

Project 2 – Trim out the exterior windows facing the stre
et. Use cross-

heads for over a window and top with a solid, decorative or recessed panel 

keystone accent piece. On the sides and below the window, use moulding 

pieces with plinth blocks in the corners to
 eliminate miter cuts.

Project 3 - Accent a bay window by adding window panels below the 

opening.

Project 4 - Replace an older, rotting wooden louver with a low-mainte-

nance urethane louver. Fypon offers both functional louvers th
at have a 

noncorrosive fiberglass sc
reen backing to keep insects out while allowing 

maximum airflow to enter the attic and non-functioning decorative louvers.

Project 5 - Flank the windows on the front of your home with easy-care 

urethane shutters. C
hoose from a selection of louvered, raised panel or 

plank shutters. Paint or sta
in the pre-primed shutters to

 complement any 

home exterior.

Project 6 - If y
our home has a Victorian style, add a gable pediment to 

accent the home’s exterior.

Project 7 - Don’t forget the garage. Invest a bit longer than an hour and 

you can install a Fypon PVC Trellis System kit to accent a single or double 

garage door. Each kit includes outlookers reinforced with PVC for durability, 

attractive beams, lattice and hardware needed to complete the job.

Project 8 - Cover up unsightly wooden posts w
ith a Fypon PVC Column 

Wrap. The semi-assembled, two-piece wrap classic style wrap installs in
 just 

15 minutes.

Project 9 - Use crosshatch or square decorative panels made out of light-

weight urethane to serve as see-through “gates" to
 keep pets and children 

separated from prized flowers and bushes.

Project 10 – Accent a bay window with a window panel. Raised panels 

add dimension and style to the exterior of the home while resistin
g mois-

ture, rot and insects.

 Fypon pieces come pre-primed, ready for installation. All products need 

to be glued and nailed or screwed to the wall, th
en painted to your pref-

erence. To locate the closest Fypon dealer to you and learn more about 

Fypon products, visit h
ttp://www.fypon.com/dealerlocator/.

 Fypon® offers th
ousands of decorative millwork elements in a variety of 

architectural styles to enhance the interior and exterior of America’s homes. 

Each piece is crafted from tough, weather-proof, high-performance mate-

rials that are resista
nt to decay, insect infestation and water damage for 

long-lasting beauty and low maintenance. Part of consumer products com-

pany Fortune Brands Home & Security (NYSE: FBHS), Fypon, LLC is owned 

by Therma-Tru Corp. For additional information, call 800-446-3040 or visit 

www.fypon.com.

One-Hour Exterior Home 

Upgrade Projects
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Is it 
time to replace?

Do you have worn-out windows or a broken door? For safety's sake, replace 

windows and doors th
at are jammed, painted or nailed shut. Also make sure you 

can open them quickly to escape during an emergency. 

You can find energy-efficient ENERGY STAR-qualified replacement windows and 

doors, lik
e those from Pella at your local Lowe's. N

eed a versatile, affordable 

replacement? Look for ThermaStar by Pella vinyl windows with maintenance-free 

frames and advanced Low-E energy-saving glass. C
hoose from in-stock options 

or special order a custom window or door. Or 

pick up vinyl sliding patio doors featuring popu-

lar between-the-glass blinds that never need 

dusting. 

If you're looking for more design flexibility and 

ready to make a statement, look for wood-

clad windows and patio doors, as well as entry 

doors and select sto
rm doors. W

alk through the 

Pella Design Center at Lowe's for more inspiring 

options or visit lo
wes.com/pella 

How-to hints

Need help with your home improvement proj-

ect? Watch Lowe's Home 101 DIY online videos 

for expert tip
s. Check out the "Paint Door & 

Window Trim" for sim
ple steps to revitalize 

your front door or windows with a fresh coat 

of paint. Or watch Pella's "Pocket replacement 

windows" video to see how easy window 

replacement can be.

ARAContent

ARA 12560

W
hen it comes to home improvement, taking on the challenge yourself 

is "in
." Today's savvy homeowners are tackling practical renovations, like 

adding energy-efficient replacement windows to update their home and 

save money on heating and cooling costs.

Practical doesn't have to mean boring. Hiring someone to complete home 

improvement projects fo
r you or tackling do-it-yourself (DIY) jobs can add style 

and functionality. In fact, mastering new DIY skills h
as become a badge of honor 

for many homeowners, according to trendwatching.com. Wielding a hammer 

and fixing a broken faucet are now considered "status skills." 

"Homeowners are tackling practical projects to
 enhance their homes as they seek 

to add comfort plus save money and energy in the process," s
ays Pella Windows 

& Doors sp
okesperson Kathy Krafka Harkema. "There's a stro

ng sense of personal 

satisfaction in making home improvements. W
hether it's 

learning how to shingle, 

paint window trim
 or install a patio door, practical and functional projects are in."

Give your home a check-up

Tackle this checklist to
 help spruce up and maintain your windows and doors:

* Inspect interior and exterior finishes around windows and doors. Look for peeling or 

chipped finishes. Refinish if necessary. 

* Check windowsills a
nd tracks for dirt and debris. C

lean out the area with a dry paint-

brush. Do the same for patio doors. 

* Feel for uneven sliding and sticking when you 

open and close a window. Try using a non-oil 

lubricant, like paraffin wax, on surfaces to help 

the window glide more easily. 

* Inspect weather strip
ping around doors and 

windows. Reattach or replace as necessary.

* In coastal areas, rin
se exterior metal components 

and cladding to help minimize the corrosive 

effects of salt spray and fog.

* Position sprinklers to
 water your landscape, not 

your windows or doors. Extended exposure to 

water can lessen the life of building products.

* Trim plants and shrubs so they are not brushing 

up against windows or doors.

* Make sure windows and doors close and lock 

properly to help seal out moisture.

* Inspect weep holes or breather holes designed 

to allow water to drain away from your win-

dows, if y
our windows have them. Clear blocked 

holes with a wire or toothpick. 

* Check exterior sealants and caulking on and 

around windows and doors. Remove damaged 

material and reapply new sealant. 

* Look for signs of air leakage around windows. 

If it's
 significant, consider replacing them with 

energy-efficient windows, installed properly.

Shift to
 savings: 

Practical home 

improvement is 

popular
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Here's what McCoy and 

her team of Garden Media 

Group trend spotters fo
r 

gardening in 2012:

1. Urban knights. A
 growing army 

of 'urban knights' are creating oases 

wherever they can find a patch 

of earth. They're planting shrubs, 

flowers, edibles and pop-up gardens 

on balconies, in alley ways, and on 

street parklets - e
ven in abandoned 

buildings.

From yard sharing and raising chick-

ens to 'step gardening' and harvest-

ing rain water, urban knights are 

finding a 'new good life' by getting 

grounded with the earth.

2. Eco-scaping. From rocks in the 

garden to rocks in the living room, 

nature's influence can be found 

both indoors and out. 

 "Borders are blurring between 

indoors and out as nature 

becomes more important in our 

lives," sa
ys Bobbie Schwartz, 

president of the Association of 

Professional Landscape Designers. 

"Many people want their gardens 

and their homes to be sanctuaries 

of tranquility, reflecting their ideal 

concept of nature." 

 Beauty and sustainability are key. 

Liskey says that people want the 

"beauty and romance" of a garden 

with less w
ork. "Gardeners want 

easy, low-maintenance plants th
at 

give plenty of color."

 The new Bloomtastic! dwarf but-

terfly bush Lavender Veil from Hines 

Growers is 
low maintenance and 

attracts butterflies and hummingbirds 

with richly-colored abundant blooms.

 "Herbs are popular as cooking shows 

and healthy eating habits grow," says 

Briscoe White, head herb farmer at 

The Growers Exchange.  "It's
 easy to 

pot up herbs indoors and out for fresh 

ingredients year round." He recom-

mends planting containers of herbs de 

Provence for beauty and cooking or 

edging a landscape border with laven-

der.

3. Occupy local. People are "occupying" 

local farmers m
arkets and joining CSA's 

(Community Supported Agriculture) for 

fresh produce, plants and products. 

 "Farmers m
arkets are our new backyard 

veggie gardens and are becoming our 

local grocery store," says McCoy.

 According to the U.S. Dept of Agricul-

ture, sales of "locally produced food" 

reached $4.8 billion in 2008.They project 

that locally grown foods will generate 

$7 billion in sales dominated by fruit and 

veggies in 2011. 

4. Conscious consumption. According 

to the 2010 Cone Survey, 83 percent 

of consumers sti
ll want to see more 

brands, products and companies that 

support worthy causes. 

 "We've finally moved from "me" to "we" 

and consider our earth and each other 

when we purchase," says McCoy. 

 American Beauties Native Plants' part-

nership with the National Wildlife Fed-

eration is a great example of this mind 

shift. W
hen you buy an American Beau-

ties' native plant like the new ground-

cover, 'Blue Moon' woodland phlox, for 

example, a donation is m
ade to NWF's 

I
n today's world where news tra

vels at the speed of 

now, people are searching for balance and purpose 

and are tapping into the power of plants to
 cultivate 

the 'new good life'.

"Plants are powerful," sa
ys Eric Liskey, deputy garden 

editor for "Better Homes and Gardens" magazine. 

"Whether it's 
enjoying garden-to-table meals or shar-

ing great new plant finds, people are naturally drawn to 

plants."

Besides beautifying our homes and gardens, plants play a 

vital role in our health and well-being. They elicit powerful 

positive emotions, revive neighborhoods, and influence 

everything from what we eat to life's milestones.

"Plants are no longer a luxury, but a necessity for our 

lives," sa
ys Susan McCoy, trendspotter and outdoor living 

expert. "P
lants can live without us, but we can't live with-

out plants." 

The power of plants. For a growing army of eco-con-

scious Gen X and Y's, re
cycling, repurposing and upcy-

cling is now a lifestyle.

Dr. Charlie Hall, professor of horticulture at Texas A&M, 

says, "G
en Y's are embracing a connection with plants 

based on economics, environmental impact, health and 

wellness."

These rural and urban curators are planting home and 

community gardens and renewing urban spaces with an 

eye toward functionality and artistic
 design. 

Top 2012 garden and lifestyle 

trends: cultivate the new good 

life with the power of plants

Rid your yard of pesky 

critte
rs the humane way 

with Havahart's motion 

activated sprinkler repel-

lents.

Plants like the new dwarf butterfly 

bush from Hines Growers attracts 

wildlife to your backyard.

Use Tangerine Tango, 

the hot color for 2012, 

to turn your backyard 

into a paradise with 

Bloomtastic! Hibiscus 

from Hines Growers.

continues on page 15
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M
ore homeowners want their outdoor space to truly 

be an extension of their house and are taking steps 

to create an inviting area to relax, play and host 

guests. I
f you want to update your deck or patio for warm 

weather entertaining, you don't have to spend a lot of tim
e 

or money. You can easily refresh the items you already have 

and add new stylish elements by keeping some top trends 

and design ideas in mind.

Consider these tips fro
m the design experts a

t Lowe's to 

help transform your space into a welcoming outdoor oasis. 

With just a few easy outdoor home improvement changes, 

you'll have the best patio on the block.

Mix functional furniture

The line between indoor and outdoor design is blurring. 

You can coordinate the style of adjacent indoor and out-

door rooms, sin
ce you and your guests w

ill likely spend 

time in both. No matter if you have a large outdoor deck 

or a simple small patio, many affordable, stylish outdoor 

furniture options are available from allen &#43; roth. Set 

up furniture with flow in mind, grouping pieces together to 

encourage comfort, conversation and a view of nature.

Add colorful accessories

Incorporating rugs, outdoor pillows, candles and other 

accessories in vivid colors or fun patterns can really 

make your outdoor space come alive. Pick three to 

four colors fo
r your scheme and stick with those colors 

throughout your design choices. Some of the season's 

top hues include rich reds, vivid blues, so
othing neutrals 

and garden-inspired greens. M
etal accents are popular 

as well, so
 look for decor with gold or silver detailing for 

a design that's m
odern with a tropical flare. 

Incorporate a fire pit

An outdoor bonfire likely evokes pleasant memories of 

the past, so
 incorporate a fire pit into your patio space 

so your whole family can enjoy time together roasting 

marshmallows, telling stories and gazing at the stars. 

Today's modern fire pits are both stylish and useful, 

adding a cozy ambiance while warding off the chill on 

cooler nights. Plus when the seasons do change and fall 

brings with it lo
wer temperatures, you can still 

enjoy the 

beautiful outdoor space you've created because you'll 

be comfortably warm. Remember to look for options 

that have a removable screen, so you can open when 

needed for cooking and then close to keep the fire 

safely contained. 

Come Grow with us This Year!

Visit our website: www.amherstgardencenter.com

305 Route101 • Amherst, N
ew Hampshire 03031

603.673.3008 • fax: 603.673.6224 • Open Daily

Please visit 
and support our partners providing products 

and services for sustainable living and enjoyment.

New This Year:

• Stone, Bark Mulch, Compost & Loam

(local delivery or U-pickup)

• Expanded Hydroponics Vegetable Nursery

(cared for by the Amherst Garden Club)

• On-Site Landscape Design, Construction 

& Planting Services (now scheduling estimates)

Always Available:

• Trees/Shrubs • Perennials/Annuals/Herbs

• Koi Fish & Water Gardens • Seeds & Fertilizers

• Gardening Tools, Pots & Accessories

• Gardening Gift Shop • Fresh Cut Flowers & Creative 

Arrangements for any Occasion • “Find It” Special Requests

Coming Soon:

• The Sugar Mommy Mobile Van (coffee, cookies,  
 

chocolate yummies: www.thesugarmommy.com by Jenny Cheifetz)

• Organic Vegetable Seedlings (a project of  International   

Institute of  New Hampshire in Manchester helping refugees)

• Fresh Produce Farm Stand

Now

Hirin
g for th

e 

Summer!

Hours:   Monday -Friday: 10 - 6 

Saturday: 9-5, Sunday:11-5

272 Route 101 

Amherst • 673-2716

ThePatioBarn.com

Innovating Backyards. Inspiring Dreams.

Poly Furniture

2012 ColleCtion

100% Recycled • SS Hardware 

Color-Fast • Fade-Free • Rot Free 

termite Resistant • U.S.A. Made

Many styles, colors and sizes of chaises, chairs, tables, benches, swings, rockers to choose from...

2012 outdoor living trends can easily 

update your patio or deck

continues on page 15
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Barcelona Tile and Stone is a 
full service

 Stone and 

Tile dealer, offering you assis
tance in layo

ut and 

design, endless tile
 and natural st

one selections and 

quality 
installa

tion. Barcelona Tile and Stone has 

built a r
ock-solid reputatio

n for quality 
and service

. 

We offer sto
nes imported from all o

ver the world. 

Our products c
ombine some of the world’s finest 

natural st
ones alo

ng with several o
f today’s l

atest 

technologies.

Barcelona Tile &
 Stone

40% OFF

Pennichuck Square/Rte 101A/Merrimack • 579-9600 • barcelonatileandstone.com

ALL GLASS TILES

 With coupon. Cannot be combined with other offers. Exp. 5/12/12. 

Relocation Sale!

 NOW LOCATEd NExT TO CARM’S GIFT ShOPPE

New, Larger Space • More Displays •
 Quality 

Products &
 Design 

AS
SEEN

ON

Eclectic design trends breathe new 

life into your room

Floors such as Quick-Step‚Äôs Re-

claime flooring in Heathered Oak serve 

as a pleasing canvas on which to cre-

ate your eclectic room design, while 

also adding an attractive level of style 

and artistry t
o a room.

This type of attractively played out 

eclecticism can help make your room 

truly an accurate reflection of the 

uniqueness of your individuality.

T
he newest interior design trends are 

invoking a playful vibe into rooms by 

mixing and matching different styles 

for an eclectic, fun look. Homeowners 

who want to express th
eir own unique 

style can blend a mix of traditional and 

contemporary elements, sa
ys Erinn Valen-

cich, L.A.-based designer and blogger for 

HGTV's Design Happens. 

Set a good foundation

Eclectic style can include a variety of peri-

ods and styles and is connected through 

the use of color, texture, shape and 

finish. With such a bevy of decor options, 

an eclectic room can easily turn chaotic. 

That's w
hy Valencich recommends sta

rting 

with a good foundation, the floors. 

A floor like Quick-Step's new Reclaime 

flooring in Heathered Oak serves as a 

pleasing canvas to create your eclectic 

room design, while also adding an attrac-

tive level of style and artistr
y to a room. 

This floor gives the same visuals and 

charm of a hardwood floor constructed 

from reclaimed, vintage wood which adds 

depth and personality to the room.

"The great thing about spaces decorated 

in an eclectic style is th
ey can easily be 

changed depending on mood, inspira-

tion and budget," Valencich says. "That's 

why it's im
portant to have flooring that is 

versatile enough to adapt to your chang-

ing style.
ARAContent

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 

Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 

All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE

Trucking & Landscape

s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst E
arth Products

26 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios

  • G
ranite steps

    • 
Irrig

ation systems

      •
 Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals

4hrs. w/ 

operator

$ 250

Customer

Pick-up or 

Delivery 

Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NH

e
y

r
w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We NoW

HAVe “SuPeR”

Soil!
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CourvilleCommunities.com

800.638.5503

At the Villas, you’ll enjoy:

Access to
 three meals a day in the Aynsley 

Place or Courville at Nashua dining room

Weekly housekeeping and flat linen service

Weekly hairdresser service

Full calendar of social and cultural events

Utilitie
s included (except phone and cable)

1 Bedroom/1 1/2 Baths

Living room with gas fireplace

Walk-in closets

Fully applianced kitchen

Master suite with whirlpool bath

More than 1,000 square feet of living space

Rare Opportunity to Enjoy Independent 

Living at the Villas at Nashua!

*Entrance fee applies. Residency in the Villas gives priority access to
 Courville’s assiste

d living and long-term care facilities.

Each of the Villas at Nashua offers m
ore than 1,000 

square feet of sensitively planned living space, 

surrounded by lushly landscaped walled gardens 

and patios. And residency in the Villas grants 

you access to
 amenities and services offered at 

Courville’s assiste
d living facility, Aynsley Place, 

located on the same campus. 

I
f you have decided to sell your home, 

that last th
ing you want is fo

r it to
 sit o

n 

the market for a long time. Taking some 

home improvement ste
ps before listin

g can 

make your house more attractive to potential 

buyers and put you in a better position to sell 

quickly. 

So what do you need to do to ensure that 

listin
g your house floods your real estate 

agent's office with showing requests?

1. Spiff u
p the entranceway

Every interested buyer will enter through 

your front door. Have you looked at your 

entranceway with a critical eye lately? Con-

sider replacing old or sagging screens. If y
our 

front door is d
irty or scratched, clean it up or 

add a fresh coat of paint. Sweep away dirt 

and grime and set out a new entrance mat. 

Oil any squeaky hinges. If y
ou have plants or 

shrubbery leading up to your home, make 

sure that they are trim
med appropriately. A 

manicured landscape leading up to a wel-

coming front door will portray the positive 

experience of living there. An ugly or dirty 

entranceway can turn away buyers before 

they enter your house, meaning even if your 

home has the most amazing interiors, th
eir 

minds may already be made up.

2. Create an outdoor oasis b
y detail-

ing your deck

Today's buyer isn't just interested in the inside 

of a home, but the outdoor space as well. 

Taking your deck or patio from drab to fab 

may only require adding a couple of stylistic 

extras. Start by adding beautiful deck and 

fence post caps like Deckorators VersaCaps 

to create a polished, upscale look for your 

outdoor space. These one-size-fits-all caps 

have nested inserts th
at are compatible 

with wood, composite and vinyl posts, a
nd 

come in a variety of colors. N
ext, add unique 

decorative fascia corners th
at stylishly adorn 

deck skirting and cover unsightly corner joints. 

These new decorative fascia corners come in 

two designs and install quickly with screws. 

3. Add outdoor extras for safety and 

style

Additions that are both beautiful and useful 

get noticed by potential buyers. Railings can 

add style to your deck, porch, patio or sta
irs, 

plus they add a safety element to your home. 

Deckorators CXT Railing is th
e perfect choice 

because you get to choose from a variety 

of rail and baluster combos that emulate 

the look of real painted wood and are ultra 

low-maintenance for long-term durability 

and stre
ngth. Another addition to consider 

is LED lighting that makes a home stand out 

at dusk and provides just th
e right amount of 

light so outdoor space can safely be enjoyed 

any time of day. 

4. Add modern colors to
 interior 

walls

Cracked paint or dated wall colors are sure 

to turn off buyers. For a small price, you can 

purchase plaster and several cans of paint 

to refresh dated looking rooms for a clean, 

modern feel. Not sure what paint colors are 

on-trend? Visit y
our local paint or hardware 

store for insight. Remember, it's
 best to

 avoid 

anything too bold, so even if you love fire 

truck red, pick a shade a little
 more demure 

so you attract the most potential buyers.

5. Reduce clutter for cle
an, minimal-

ist ro
oms

If you've ever visited a house that's been 

staged, you know that it h
elps buyers envi-

sion what they might do with the room. To 

follow this example, you'll want to make sure 

that you eliminate all clutter, clean up draw-

ers and closets, st
ow away extra items like 

pillows and blankets, and reduce the amount 

of personal photography you display. 

If they have a good first im
pression and can 

envision their family enjoying each room in 

the house, they are going to want to submit 

a bid fast.

ARAContent

Tips for helping your home 

stand out in a buyers' market

Provide an invitin
g 

outdoor livi
ng area 

with the warm glow of 

Deckorators solarband 

post caps.

Deckorators 

CXT Deck 

Railing with 

solar-lit p
ost 

caps provide 

an attractive 

look day or 

night.
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Dave Raisanen began his company in 1984 with 

simple tools and a dream to provide customers with a 

complete service that never loses its personal touch.

This philosophy is true today, as many of Raisanen’s 

clients have been with Dave since the beginning. He 

and his staff will design the project you want, and will 

assure that your landscape is completed to detail in 

the most professional manner.

When thousands of dollars are invested, we make sure 

the final result is what you had expected.

Because, with Raisanen Landscaping... it’s
 personal!

Ask about our Landscaping Materials 

256 Daniel Webster Highway, Merrimack, NH

Serving Amherst, 

Bedford, Merrim
ack 

Hollis & Surrounding 

Communities

886-7333

Award-Winning Service 

Since 1984

L a n D s c a p e   D e s i g n / B u i L D   •   L a n D s c a p e   M a i n T e n a n c e   •  H y D R o s e e D i n g  •   T R e e   &   s H R u B   p L a n T i n g   •   i R R i g a T i o n   s y s T e M s      

W a T e R   F e a T u R e s  • R e T a i n i n g   W a LL s   •   B R i c k   p a T i o s   &   W a L k W a y s   •   D eco R a T i V e   conc R e T e    •   p a V e R   D R i V e W a y s   •   e x c a V a T i o n / D R a i n a g e

Creating Your Outdoor P
aradise!

www.raisanenlandscaping.com

Five Spring Steps 

for a Beautiful 

Summer Yard

Think ahead with a good yard-care 

routine this year so you’ll have a 

backyard oasis th
rough the year 

for entertaining or sim
ply relaxing 

and enjoying the hazy, lazy days 

of summer with family and friends. 

Here are some tips to get sta
rted: 

1. Begin with a good spring clean up, 

which includes raking leaves and remov-

ing debris, t
ree guards and burlap. Just 

be careful not to remove mulch from 

perennials or shrubs too early, or to rake 

your flower garden too vigorously. Doing 

so could damage the soil, tendering new 

bulbs and emerging plants.

2. Clean, repair, sharpen, lubricate and 

tune all of your garden tools, mowers 

and trimmers, so they are ready to go 

when you are.

3. Testing your soil is t
he starting point of 

any lawn fertilization program. Consider 

testing your soil each time you plant new 

seed. State Extension services and pri-

vate labs offer kits th
at let you mail in soil 

samples for analysis. T
he reports w

ill give 

you an accurate reading of what your 

lawn needs and how much of it s
hould 

be applied. While tests d
on’t have to be 

done every year, they are a good idea 

every three or four years.

4.  Control crabgrass, d
andelions and clover, 

three of the most common weeds you’re 

likely to see trying to take hold in your 

lawn. Crabgrass is 
best ta

ckled before it 

emerges fro
m the ground and begins to 

grow leaves. Conversely, members of the 

broadleaf weed family – like dandelions, 

clover, plantain, chickweed, and spurge 

– require a treatment that comes into 

direct contact with the plant’s le
aves, so

 

they must be dealt with, once they’ve 

made their appearance known. Be sure 

to choose a product that is b
est su

ited 

for your region, especially if liv
ing in the 

south.

 Look for lawn fertilizers with a slow-

release nitrogen ingredient for strong 

roots and long lasting results. O
nce you 

get it o
n the lawn – you’ll be done for 

the season because the slow-release 

nitrogen provides your lawn with con-

trolled, steady nutritio
n – resulting in 

thicker, healthier grass. T
hat means no 

excess growth, and less m
owing. 

5. Set your mowing height at 2 1/2 to 3 

inches and mow at the same height 

all growing season. Try not to remove 

more than 3/4 inch of grass at any single 

mowing. Whenever possible, mow 

during the cooler morning or evening 

hours to
 avoid damage to the turf.

For more information, visit w
ww.

greenviewfertilizer.com.
Family Features

Gardening: 

America's 

new favorite 

pastime

M
ore than 41 million Americans planted vegetable gardens in 

2009 - a number expected to increase as food costs c
limb, 

according to a recent Gardening Trends Research Report.

While love of gardening has not changed, methods continue to 

evolve - and one of the top trends is r
aised-bed gardening.

Tending a raised bed requires less bending and stooping, and is 

ideal for yards with poor soil. Rather than working to improve heavy 

clay soil or adding body to sandy soil, you're starting with a clean 

slate.

Once the site is chosen, determine the size of your garden. A first-

timer should start sm
all - d

on't overwhelm yourself with a massive 

plot.

No matter what size raised bed you choose, the frame needs to 

be stru
cturally sound and attractive. Helping to fill this niche are 

durable, decorative M Brace metal brackets fro
m Outdoor Essentials. 

The patented, corner brackets let you create an attractive, stu
rdy 

raised garden bed in just m
inutes using common 2-by-6 and 2-by-4 

lumber and no tools.

Whether for a relaxing hobby or for the desire to grow nutritio
us 

fruits and vegetables for you and your neighbors, n
ow is th

e perfect 

time to start a garden of 

your own.
ARAContent

The M Brace, fro
m Outdoor 

Essentials, make con-

structing a raised garden 

bed simple. No tools 

needed ‚Äî just add wood 

and soil and you're ready 

to plant your favorite veg-

etables or flowers.

Cap off garden fence or deck posts with an elegant 

Planter Post Caps from Outdoor Essentials. Available in 

two styles and colors in 4x4 or 6x6 sizes, Planter Post 

Caps add dimension and color to any garden project.
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Dealer Imprint Area

cherry sepiamodesto
decoracabinets.com

expression of living

You meet life head on, driving every moment toward self discovery. Capture this spirit w
ith 

attainable luxury. Decorá is an easy choice for cabinetry—handcrafted, solid hardwood, exquisite 

finishes, differentiating details that set you apart—profoundly expressing your way of life.

expression of living

Available at

PJ Currier Lumber:

Retail Store • Rte. 101A

Amherst •
 673-3130

www.pjclbr.com

B
ring your kitchen 

to life with care-

fully chosen 

and thoughtfully placed lighting 

fixtures. W
hether preparing a meal 

or hosting a casual get-together, 

you’ll love how multiple layers of light can change your 

kitchen’s mood to suit the moment. A well-designed 

plan provides ideal lighting for every situation. 

Start by imagining all the activities that will take place 

here—dining on the island, food preparation on the 

counter, reading the morning newspaper—and consider 

layering light in such a way that will help you be most 

productive and comfortable in this sp
ace. 

When considering general lighting needs, even light dis-

tribution and flexibility are essential. Consider recessed 

fixtures spaced evenly throughout the kitchen, with 

additional lighting positioned above islands, working 

countertops, sin
ks and ranges. 

Have you noticed that when you entertain, your guests 

end up in the kitchen with you? You can create a visual 

separation between the cooking and socializing areas in 

the kitchen by using lighting. 

Pendant lighting over the island or 

counter can act as a visual separa-

tion for the room.  The lighting 

experts a
t GE recommend frosted globe light bulbs 

because they eliminate harsh glare on countertops.

Mount under-cabinet lighting fixtures on the lead-

ing edge on the underside of the wall cabinets to
 light 

the front edge of the kitchen work surface in order to 

define and light your work space. 

Create a self-service area for guests. S
elect an area of 

cabinets and countertop separate from the food prepa-

ration area. With floodlights to
 wash the area with light, 

your guests w
ill find the food 

and beverages you’ve set out 

for them.  

Step-by-step directions follow 

below. For more information 

about choosing the right 

light bulb or for tips on light-

ing a variety of rooms in your 

home, visit w
ww.gelighting.

com. 

Entertaining 

Gatherings: 

Instructions:

• Install accent lights, su
ch as pendant 

lighting, over the kitchen island to create 

a visual divide between the cooking and 

entertaining spaces in the kitchen.

• Change out existing floodlights to
 bring 

out textures in countertops; use halogen 

frosted globes.

• Use puck (under-cabinet) lighting for 

kitchen tasks; use halogen bulbs.

• Add accent lighting in kitchen cabinets 

to highlight collectibles and fine china.

• Create a self-service area for guests b
y 

displaying drinks, barware and snacks in 

space away from the food preparation.

• Add light dimmers to
 provide alternate 

mood settings in the kitchen (optional).

Shopping List:

• Pendant light conversion kit (if a
ppli-

cable)

• 10” ceiling medallions

• Glass sh
elving (if applicable)

• Ice bucket

• Spice rack

• Stainless st
eel utensil holders

• Silver towel holder

• Silver platter

• Dimmer switch (optional)

• Puck light kit (under-cabinet lighting)

Courtesy of Family Features

Light Up the 

Party
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I 
admit it: 

I rush spring each year. I st
art early searching 

for the little
st sig

ns of spring that will lengthen this the 

sweetest of seasons. This year has been a bonanza.  A 

short maple syrup season followed by an early heat 

wave.  No cruel March snowstorms. A brief mud season.  

And no flooding.  The spring alarm clock rang early this year 

and magnolias, forsythia, crocus, and daffodils answered the 

call with a burst o
f color.

The grass is 
green, I’ve raked the mulch from my gardens and 

I’m enjoying colorful pansies in my landscape.  The porch floor 

needs to be painted, the fence took a beating in the Hallow-

een snowstorm and my battered trees need some therapeutic 

trimming.  My to-do list i
s long but so are the day light hours.  

Spring is about renewal, patience and tenacity. It’s 
also about 

all those household tasks, cleaning and making sport of gar-

dening.  Gather up your energy, enthusiasm and tools and 

let’s m
ake short work of the to-do list, 

so you’ll have time to 

enjoy this beautiful season of reemergence in New Hampshire.
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TRADE-IN LAMP SHADE SALE
OR

*IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY. Offer cannot be combined with other discounts, markdowns, gift certificates or used with special 

  orders. Excludes previous purchases. Items shown are only for representational purposes and may not reflect actual items.

VILLAGE SHOPPES OF

BEDFORD

HOURS:  M-F  10-6

SAT  10-2   PH. 471-3299

Bring in your lamp and

GET AN EXTRA 

20% off

Give us your old shade and

TAKE AN EXTRA 

15% off

Great 

Collection of Shades 

and Finials!

BRING IN THIS AD FOR OFFER!

SALE ENDS MAY 31!

Visit Our Website: www.historicprop.com

“Preserving the Heritage of 

Northern New England”

AN  EXCEPTIONAL  AmhErsT  hOmE!

Call David 

Deysher

654-8970

LOOKING FOR PRIVACY? FANTASTIC VIEWS? SUBDIVISION POTENTIAL?

This property has all that and more. Original owners of this property have beautifully maintained, 

upgraded and expanded over the years to include clearing the land opening breath taking mountain 

views to the western sky. 18+ acres which could be sub-divided into several lots with great views to 

the north and west.House has 4 bedrooms including a Master suite with Fireplace and grand master 

bath with views from the soaking tub. Updated kitchen and dining area with fireplace in the kitchen 

area and Corean countertops and island. Fireplaced Family Room opens on to a 3 season porch 

which just happens to have great views ! This is a great property, extremely private, yet only minutes 

from the Amherst Town Green. An easy bike ride to the July 4th parade. $659,000

Antique Specialist!

Highland Construction

PO Box 304, Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Remodeling & Custom New Homes     Residential – Retail – Commercial

Call 672-HOME (4663)
Antique Home Specialist Since 1980

x Whole-House Renovations, Additions & Alterations 

x Custom Kitchens & Baths

x Interior Room Finishes

x Structural & Other Major Repairs

x Planning & Design/Build Services

“Successful renovations realize an owner’s vision and emphasize the    

    unique character of their home... ”— Jamie Ramsay

116A Route 101A, Amherst • 577-9663 • AllWoodFlooringSupply@myfairpoint.net

Open weekdays 9-6, Saturdays 9-1, evenings by appointment

“We’re here to help!”

Four generations later, this fam-

ily-owned business continues to 

offer you the finest in top-quality 

carpet, wood and tile flooring.  Our 

showroom displays a huge selection 

of brands, priced just right.

We’re here to help you choose floor-

ing that perfectly fits the flow of your 

home or office. More than 15,000 

residential and commercial installa-

tions in our 27 years of service reflect 

our professionalism.

Anyone can sell yu a roll of carpet or 

box of flooring – we provide Out-of-

the-Box thinking when choosing the 

best flooring solution.

We provide the best in flooring 

knowledge to help you create a 

space you’ll love. Stop in soon with 

your ideas, colors and desires. We 

make wishes come true and free 

estimates are always a courtesy. 
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Home & Garden
Supplement to The Amherst Citizen • April 24, 2012

Real Estate
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

AmherstLiving

Advertisers: Coming April 23rd – Amherst Living Home & Garden supplement
   Call 672-9444 to reserve your spot today!  Deadline is Wednesday, April 10th.  
   Details:  www.amherstcitizen.com/promos.html

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

5th Annual NH Jewish Film   
Festival on screen April 4-14

Tickets
Get your tickets and complete film  
information at www.jewishnh.org or  
call Jewish Federation of New Hampshire 
at 603-627-7679.  Visit us on Facebook.

Presented by

sponsorsProducer

Director
Occum Marin LLC Joy & Michael Sydney

Anonymous Donor

Bornstein & Sweatt, PC
Certified Public Accountants

Greater Seacoast UJA

BEDFORD – It’s show time!  The 
New Hampshire Jewish Film Festi-
val celebrates its 5th season begin-
ning with a Special Preview event 
on Thursday, April 4 followed by its 
official Opening Night on Saturday, 
April 6 and continuing through to 
the following Sunday, April 14.

This annual event is sponsored 
by the generous support of the Jew-
ish Federation of New Hampshire, 
statewide corporate sponsors, and 
individual Friends of the Festival.

With diverse subject matter that 
is appealing to all cultures, the fes-
tival offers audiences the opportu-
nity to view an eclectic mix of NH 
Premiere internationally acclaimed 
films, all which draw on humor, 
conflict and the day-to-day realities 
of modern Jewish life.

The festival will showcase ten 
films in eleven days in eight cities 
across the state.  Venues include 
the Jewish Federation building in 
Manchester, SERESC Event and 
Conference Center, Bedford, Cin-
emagic Stadium Theaters in both 
Merrimack and Hooksett, Red Riv-
er Theatres in Concord, The Musical 
Hall Loft in Portsmouth and Red-
fern Arts Center in Keene.

The eleven day festival will hold 
a Special Preview Event celebrating 
the Festival’s 5th birthday at Jewish 
Federation of NH headquarters in 
Manchester on Thursday, April 4.  

The Federation will present the 
NH Premiere film Hava Nagila (the 
Movie). The film will be followed by 
live music and dancing to the Ray-
mond Street Klezmer Band and a 
birthday cake reception.                

The official Opening Night is 
Saturday, April 6 with an elegant 
evening at the SERESC Event and 
Conference Center in Bedford. Be-
ginning at 8:00 pm, Guests will ar-
rive by walking the Red Carpet for 

their personal souvenir photo op 
followed by screening the #1 hit film 
of the French Film Festival, Par-
is-Manhattan. The film is a charm-
ing and warm hearted romantic 
comedy centered on a Woody Al-
len-obsessed Parisian pharmacist 
and her handsome would-be-lover. 
Woody Allen is featured in a cam-
eo role in the film.  Attendees will 
enjoy a Café de Paris Dessert and 
Wine Reception following the film. 

This year’s family film selection 
is David.  It is the moving story of 
an 11 year old boy from Brooklyn 
who struggles with the boundaries 
of faith and trust against New York’s 
multicultural backdrop.

The Festival closes on Sunday, 
April 14 with Jews in Toons, fea-
turing nationally known four - time 
Emmy award winning writer of The 
Simpsons, Mike Reiss.  Mike will 
share and discuss classic Jewish ep-
isodes from The Simpsons. Jews in 
Toons is a New England Premiere 
film program.

Linda Gerson and Pat Kalik are 
the Co- Chairs of the Festival pre-
sented by Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire. 

Ms Gerson remarks, “This year’s 
5th annual Festival features a 
unique and diverse selection of 
films and compelling programming 
with nationally known speakers and 
a variety of celebratory events.    

Ms. Kalik, adds, “Our Festival 
includes comedies and dramas to 
thought-provoking documentaries. 
We are proud to offer cutting edge, 
top flight films of Jewish content 
right here in New Hampshire.” 

The upcoming festival is an im-
portant annual cultural event open 
to the statewide general public and 
beyond. Though each film connects 
to a Jewish theme, we emphasize 
that the subject matter is universal. 

Nashua Community Concert Association Presents redhead express Concert
The Nashua Community Concert Association 

presents Redhead Express, a fast-paced 
acoustic group, at its final concert of 
the 2012-2013 season, on Thursday, 
April 4.

Fresh from two seasons at Bran-
son, this 9-member family, hailing 
from Alaska, plays a high energy 
selection of Bluegrass, Coun-
try, Irish and Gospel numbers. 
Members have won accolades 
for banjo player of the year, 
outstanding young female art-
ist, and bass player of the year. 
Their harmony vocals are not to 
be missed. They currently perform 
over 150 times a year through-
out the country. With four teenage 
daughters and three pre-teen sons, 
each adept at an instrument and vo-
cals, this extraordinary family fea-
tures tight family harmonies and 
hard-driving instruments (guitar, 
upright bass, banjo, mandolin, 
fiddle and electric bass.)

The performance is held at 
Nashua’s Elm Street Middle School, 117 Elm St. 
and begins at 8 PM. Tickets may be reserved by 
calling 888-9158 or 318-1792 or online at www.
cityartsnashua.org. Further information is avail-
able at: www.nashuacommunityconcerts.org

Newbold’s Art installation explores 
Self-Sufficient Living in Modern Society 

MANCHESTER – Americans are 
constantly thinking about what it 
takes to sustain a high quality of liv-
ing while also considering the very 
basic instinct of survival. Artist Ab-
igail Anne Newbold, part craftsper-
son and part designer, gives us all a 
chance to consider the possibilities 
and limitations of life on an imag-
inary homestead along the fringes 
of modern society with her exhibi-
tion Crafting Settlement, opening 
March 30 at the Currier Museum 
of Art.

Crafting Settlement will take 
guests into Newbold’s fictional 
homestead, with custom-designed 
timber-frame dwelling structures 
covered with the artist’s quilted tex-
tiles. Other unique crafted objects, 
including a bike-pulled covered 
wagon, will populate the gallery, 
taking an imaginary—often humor-
ous—look at desires for life beyond 
conventional society. The exhibition 
reclaims the value of high-quality 
craftwork and design, proposing an 
alternative to the disposable and ge-
neric products that pervade main-
stream culture.

In her most ambitious art instal-
lation to date, Newbold draws on 
Shaker design and the architecture 
of New England farms. In addition 
to Newbold’s crafted objects, oth-
er items on view will include those 
the artist has carefully collected 
from flea markets and modified to 
suit her contemporary aesthetic and 
individual—at times eccentric—
needs for survival. This exhibition 
expands upon the artist’s previous 
work inspired by hiking through 

the backcountry of the Southwest 
United States carrying her home in 
a pack on her back. It is an invita-
tion to examine the desires and re-
alities of self-sufficient living and to 
consider the relationship between 
necessity and comfort in making a 
home.

Crafting Settlement, on view 
through July 14, will feature a hands-
on Settlement Lab, where visitors of 
all ages can explore the content of 
the installation in more depth.

Based in Massachusetts, New-
bold has recently exhibited at the 
Society of Arts and Crafts, Boston; 
the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, Philadelphia and the Museum 
of Contemporary Art Detroit. New-
bold received a 2012 Artist Award 
from the Boston Society of Arts and 
Crafts and a 2009 Kresge Artist Fel-
lowship, among other distinctions. 
Newbold earned a BFA from Mas-
sachusetts College of Arts in Boston 
and an MFA in Fiber from Cran-
brook Academy of Art in Michigan.

Abigail Anne Newbold: Crafting 
Settlement is part of the Currier’s 
Contemporary Connections series, 
which features new work by early- 
and mid-career artists from New 
England made in dialogue with the 
Currier’s collection, architecture, or 
regional histories and location.

The Currier Museum of Art is lo-
cated at 150 Ash Street, Manches-
ter. Open every day except Tuesday. 
Museum admission: adults $10; se-
niors $9; students $8; children age 
17 and under are always admitted 
free. More information: www.curri-
er.org or call 669-6144 x108.

PeM debuts New Works by   
Celebrated Japanese Photographer

Toshio Shibata, Okawa Village, Tosa County, Kochi Prefecture, 2007. 
Courtesy of the artist. © toshio shibata.

SALEM, MA –– Starting this 
April, the Peabody Essex Museum 
(PEM) will show new and seldom 
seen works by one of Japan’s vision-
ary landscape photographers. Since 
the early 1980s, Toshio Shibata has 
turned his lens on the roads, dams 
and bridges of Japan to create vi-
sually striking images highlighting 
the delicate balance between na-
ture and the artificial. On view from 
April 20 - October 6, 2013, Toshio 
Shibata, Constructed Landscapes 
features 28 large scale photographs, 
including the first of the artist’s col-
or photographs ever to be exhibited 
at an American museum.

Shibata teases beauty out of the 
unlikeliest of places. Historical-
ly, Japanese photographers fea-
tured obviously picturesque loca-
tions such as temples and gardens. 
Shibata revolutionized landscape 
photography in Japan in the 1980s, 
by instead turning his attention to 
concrete engineering works and in-
frastructure found alongside Japa-
nese roadways. He is drawn to these 
places as microcosms of the delicate 
balance between the rigidity of hu-
man-made structures and the or-
ganic properties of nature.

“As stunning as Toshio Shibata’s 
photographs are, they are infused 
with deep awareness of humanity’s 
place in nature,” said Phillip Prod-
ger, PEM’s curator of photography.  
“As with all the best landscape pho-
tographers, his works cause us to re-
flect on what it means to live in this 
world.”

Toshio Shibata, Constructed 
Landscapes is part of PEM’s con-
tinuing effort to introduce contem-
porary international photographers 
and their work to new audiences.

This exhibition is made possible 
by the East India Marine Associates 
of the Peabody Essex Museum.

HOURS:  Open Tuesday-Sunday, 
10 am-5 pm and the third Thurs-
day of every month, 10 am-9:30 pm. 
Closed Mondays (except holidays).  
ADMISSION: Adults $15; seniors 
$13; students $11. Additional ad-
mission to Yin Yu Tang: $5. Mem-
bers, youth 16 and under and resi-
dents of Salem enjoy free general 
admission and free admission to Yin 
Yu Tang.

INFO: Call 866-745-1876 or visit 
our Web site at www.pem.org

Abigail Anne Newbold, Home Maker Series (detail), 2011 Installation 
at the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit Photo: Corine Vermeu-
len.

Arts & Entertainment


