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Amherst Town Library

Final Week: Four Seasons 
of New England In Pastel
March-April Art Show Features Brenda L. Ferro

The Friends of the Library wel-
comes Brenda Ferro to the Amherst 
Town Library at the end of March 
through April.  She will be exhib-
iting a variety of pastel landscapes 
from all four seasons across New 
England.  Some of the locations will 
include New Boston, Lyndebor-
ough, Weare, Mason, and Temple.  
Brenda has been a New Hampshire 
resident for 11 years and current-
ly resides in Mason.  She was born 
and raised in the small northern 
New York town of Waddington 
near the Canadian border on the St. 
Lawrence River and enjoyed draw-
ing from a very early age where her 
family taught her to “Stop and smell 
the roses” as she appreciates life 
around her.

“Having grown up in a rural area, 
I developed an appreciation for na-
ture and animals, which have long 
been my favorite subjects. My cur-
rent work is largely pastel land-
scapes, florals and wildlife pieces 
done in a traditional realist style.”  
Brenda will also do an occasional 
still life painting in pastel with her 
family heirlooms and hopes to share 
that sense of connection to the past 
with her viewers. In addition to pas-
tels she also works in acrylic, col-
ored pencil or graphite and has won 
awards in these mediums as well.  

“It is my hope that those that view 
my nature paintings and drawings 
share, in some small way, the feeling 
of peace and wonder at nature’s di-
versity that I experience first-hand.”

Through lots of repetition, tri-
al, and error, Brenda is primarily 
a self-taught artist and is liberally 
seasoned with occasional art class-
es. These classes provided her the 
basics of drawing which gave her 
a solid foundation to pursue other 
mediums. She also took advanced 
drawing courses during college at 
the Munson Williams Proctor Art 
Institute in Utica, New York where 
she studied figure drawing, still life 
and more abstract drawing styles. 
In more recent years she has taken 
pastel painting courses from Linda 
Obremski and Sue Zylak and acryl-
ics from Kim Roth. She has been 
showing and selling her art work 
since 2001.  Brenda is currently a 
member of the Pastel Society of 
New Hampshire and the Keyes Art 
Group. She participates in several of 
the local outdoor art shows and has 
been privileged to win awards on 
several occasions. Currently Brenda 
has rotating exhibits at The Frame 
Depot in Milford and Becky’s 
Frame Studio in Bedford.   For more 
information please visit her web site 
at www.blfcreative.com.

Town News

abundant natural light, it certainly 
would be well suited for a reading 
area and work-tables, and to host 
gatherings for special programs. 
Funding will always be an issue, but 
where there is a vision, a clear goal, 
and a strong desire – things can 
happen. Dear Trustees, Go for it! 
Sources:

The historic photos of the interior 
come from “The Town Library, Am-
herst, New Hampshire: Its Birth and 
Re-birth,” an 11-page booklet (4.75 x 
7.5 inches) published by the Library 
Trustees for the Town Library’s 
re-opening on 9 March 1911, after 
having been completely remodeled 
thanks to the generosity of James W. 
Towne (1829-1917) of New Jersey. 
(He is the subject of one of the re-
cently restored portraits.) Amherst, 
New Hampshire 1881-1982: A Sleep-

ing Town Awakens by the Historical 
Society (1983) contains an excellent 
history of ATL on pages 60-67 and 
246-249. For a more succinct histo-
ry, see p. 29 of Walking Tours of Am-
herst Village (2010).

This column owes a big debt to 
the resources of Amherst’s public 
library, especially online databases 
called America’s Historical News-
papers and Heritage Quest (census-
es), accessible from home, and An-
cestry.com, accessible only from a 
computer at ATL; microfilm of tax 
invoices (1801, 1804-’19) and tavern 
licenses in early town records, and 
Farmers’ Cabinet (after 1879); ar-
chives room resources such as old 
annual town reports and E. D. Boyl-
ston’s books; and, not to forget, our 
helpful and friendly reference li-
brarians. 

I love our public library!

u The Historic Interior of the Amherst Town Library   continued from page 4

Amherst Town Library – in 1892, beginning size, with granite stones and tin 
roof.

Amherst Town Library – historic NW corner room in 2013 with preserved 
1911 paneling, private staff area.

POSTCARD PUBLISHED BY A. L. MARTIN

Amherst Town Library – shortly after its re-opening in March 1911, following 
remodeling and enlargement.

Amherst “Tweens” Raise Money for 
Wounded Warriors

Amherst sisters Grace and Sarah Yurish will be selling nov-
elty bracelets at local businesses, with all proceeds going to 
The Wounded Warrior Project.  They display words of inspi-
ration, and are available in a variety of colors.  Also being sold 
are American Flag lapel pins.

  When poised with the question of giving back,  the girls 
decided to do something extraordinary.  With a Grand Pa that 
is a retired Marine, many classmates with parents in the mili-
tary, and so much increasing awareness of all that our military 
sacrifices for all of us.  They choose to raise funds and aware-
ness of those who risk their very lives for all of us.

The sisters say that the bracelets are hopefully, “just the be-
ginning”.  In the future they hope to organize a Dance Pro-
duction,  and community dance,  both to raise money to sup-
port our troops.

FIRST LEGO Teams Celebrate 
Season With Family and Friends

The Amherst Recreation Depart-
ment sponsored three teams for the 
2012-2013 season of Junior FIRST 
LEGO League. The Junior FLL 
teams are made up of children ages 
6-9, meeting for 6 weeks while they 
design and build a model and create 
a poster representing their solution 
to the challenge. Teams learn to 
problem-solve and work as a group 
under the guidance of a volunteer 
coach.

This year’s challenge, Super Se-
niors, required teams to consider 
the difficulties some seniors may 
face in their daily activities. Team 
1, The Galactic Bombz coached 
by Karin Pariselli, explored how 
schools have changed from the time 
seniors were in elementary school. 
Team 2, The Red Lego Dragons 
coached by Monika Leary, looked 

at the evolution of the lawnmow-
er and how it has become easier 
for seniors to operate. Team 3, The 
BLT’s coached by Heidi Cloutier, 
investigated wheelchairs and cre-
ated a wheelchair that could move 
through water.

These three teams came togeth-
er for an Amherst Exhibition at 
Wilkins Elementary on March 12th 
to display their posters and models 
and to celebrate the end of their sea-
son with family, friends and pizza! 
We’d like to offer congratulations to 
all our participants and a big thank 
you to our coaches. Look for reg-
istration for the 2013-2014 season 
of Junior FLL in September for the 
challenge Disaster Blaster and ex-
plore the idea of mastering natural 
disasters at our website www.am-
herstrec.org.

Galatic Bombz Team

BLT’s  Team

The Red Lego Dragons Team

    

www.rivermead.org   150 RiverMead Road   Peterborough, NH

 Call today 1-800-200-5433.
Discover the RiverMead difference!  

The Village is Open!

Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Discover the retirement you dreamed of. 
Call to schedule a personal visit.

“It takes about two weeks at RiverMead to 
forget how to cook.  The chef is amazing.” 

- Barbara C., Current Residentr
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Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Rights of Spring!
Yes! The results of a long winter are showing. 
In your back yard, the house... Do no wrong, 
schedule me for those jobs you love to hate! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996
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ADVERTISERS:  Find out how easy and cost-effective it is to reach every resident 
and business in Amherst and Mont Vernon. Call 603-672-9444 TODAY!

Next Issue: 
May 14th

Deadline: Wednesday, 
May 8, 5 p.m. 
Call 672-9444


