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Amherst – A National Gold 
Key Winner in Photography, skye 
st. James has earned The scholas-
tic Art & Writing Alliance’s pres-
tigious national art award. One of 
only four to receive the award in the 
state, skye will be heading to a Car-
negie hall ceremony on may 31st in 
New York City, where her work will 
be showcased before moving to rep-
utable galleries throughout the city. 
“skye’s work has been recognized 
as one of the most outstanding art-
works by teens in the nation,” said 
souhegan art teacher, Liz Gosselin.

The scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards have an impressive legacy 
dating back to 1923 and a notewor-
thy roster of past winners including 
Andy Warhol, sylvia Plath, truman 
Capote, richard Avedon, robert 
redford and Joyce Carol Oates, ac-
cording to scholastic. The Alliance 
is the longest running, largest and 
most prestigious competition for 
students grade 7-12. It is also the 
largest source of scholarships in the 
country for creative young artists 
and writers, according to scholas-
tic.

Though she is unhappy with the 
title (“It’s clichéd,”) skye’s winning 
photograph, Debased Grace, is a 
meditation on contrasts. “In most 
of my photos, I like them to have 
contrasts,” skye said. “I wanted 
this image to have the dirty back-
ground of the sidewalk to contrast 
with the image of a very put-togeth-
er, glamorous woman on the cov-
er of a glossy magazine. someone 
spent a lot of time creating the im-
age of that woman. Then someone 
just threw it way, like trash, like they 
didn’t care. It was completely soiled. 
When I saw that magazine image 
on the ground, the contrast struck 
me.”

skye’s artistic process itself ex-
presses her beliefs about art. “I try 
not to give [my art] a meaning that’s 

obvious. I’d rather have the person 
seeing the art find their own mean-
ing.” Indeed, skye didn’t set out to 
document portrayals of women, or 
make a statement about how wom-
en are treated as commodities in a 
throw-away culture. “how women 
are portrayed might be one of the 
more obvious themes that some-

one might take from the image, 
but art doesn’t need a specific mes-
sage to be valid or good. It can be 
just as important as a piece of art 
that has some sort of message to it. 
even if art doesn’t have a meaning, 
if it makes you feel something, then 
the artist has accomplished some-
thing.”
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“Debased Grace” winning photograph by Skye St. James

Souhegan’s production of GREASE entertained 
audiences for three performances in early April, 
including two sold out shows.  Congratulations 
to cast and crew members:  Jonathan Gottwald, 
Shauna Sousa, Meghan Bedard, Matthew Campbell, 
Morgan Chamberlain, Griffin Davis, Hannah Emery, Ben 
Gottwald, Alyssa Lederhos, Ryan Long, Kelsey Mack, 
Samantha Maxwell, Brett Nickerson, Brad Odhner, Timmy 
Saunders, Emerald Smith, Christian Williams, Sydney 

Bertrand, Trysten Bewersdorf, Megan Dillon, 
Abby Fitzgerald, Rosie Hegfield, Ally Hull, Lindsey 
Lack, Sara LaFleur, Michaela Milne, Meghan 
Murphy, Quincy Raymond, Michael Robicheau, 

Abby Schulte, Sean Tatar, Leah Troie, Brandon Ward, 
Hannah Whitney, Alex Airey, Bailey Farris, Alison Haigh, 
Matthew Coppola, Andrew Winter, Stephanie Kimner, 
Nathan Kimner, Olivia Edvalson, Ian Gowell, Kaitlin 
Bryant, Cailley Simmonds

Photos by Jeff hall.  

GREASE Was 
the Word!

SHS Sophomore Earns National Art Award
Art work by sophomore Skye St. James celebrated at Carnegie Hall in NYC

Skye St. James

Dr. Leighton and Son Make, Donate Two  
Rolling Bookshelves to Wilkins Library

Matt and Ryan Leighton donating the shelves to Mrs. McIntyre, Wilkins 
School Librarian.

Dr. matt Leighton and his son, 
ryan, handmade two “rolling li-
brary shelves” and donated them 
to the Wilkins school Library. “my 
son loves to make stuff and I want 
to teach him that community ser-
vice is something that we all should 
take part in. Now when he sees his 
shelf rolling down the hallways and 

into classrooms to deliver books, 
he can feel proud of his hard work 
and sense of accomplishment”, said 
matt. “I have to thank “Currier 
Lumber” and “Lucien soucy” from 
mont Vernon as well. Currier dis-
counted the wood upon finding out 
it was for the school and Louie is a 
friend who helped with the project.” 

Boys in the locker room

Girls just having a little fun

 The Amherst middle school will 
be hosting a cultural exchange pro-
gram for thirty Chinese students, 
sponsored by spiral Internation-
al, from July 3rd-15th, 2013.  We 
are in need of 16 families to open 
their homes for these students, who 
range in age from 12 to 16.  The stu-
dents are housed two in each home.

The students attend our intercul-
tural camp during the week from 
8am-3pm for activities and field 
trips, spending time with their host 
families and others on the week-
end. The goal of the program is to 

engage the 
young people 
from China and Amer-
ica in experiences that 
allow them to enjoy 
each other’s’ compa-
ny and learn firsthand 
about the culture of each country.  
It is a twelve day visit that creates 
new friendships, fond memories 
and clear understanding of life be-
tween teens of both countries.

In the past we have enjoyed trips 
to harvard University, Kimball 
Fruit Farm, the state house in Con-

cord, and the 
historic Am-

herst village, as well 
as a hike up Pack mo-
nadnock. Children of 
host families are invit-
ed to share in all activ-

ities and field trips.
The Chinese students have been 

studying english in the classroom 
and are looking forward to the op-
portunity of improving their listen-
ing and speaking skills with native 
language speakers. This is a won-
derful chance for families to expe-

rience another culture and share 
American family life with the stu-
dents.

to volunteer or for more specif-
ic information, please contact rob-
in merrifield host Family Coordi-
nator robinmerrifield@yahoo.com 
673-9260.

Directors: Linda Farrington at 
lfarrington@sprise.com or 603-
554-7203;  Deb Curran at dcurran@
sprise.com or 603-673-6339 

Host Families 
Needed!


