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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
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The Amherst Citizen.
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Letters To the editor:

Senator Shaheen is a Rubber 
Stamp for President Obama
To the editor:

Although Kelly has been under attack by the George Soros money, Mo-
veon.org, she has, and will continue to be a ray of hope, not just for us here 
in NH, but for our country.

Senator Ayotte brings common sense to the otherwise sewer known as 
Washington. Unfortunately no law would have kept the guns out of the 
hands of the Newtown shooter, he took them from his mother. Kelly wants 
to strengthen our Mental Health System, making Psychiatric care accessi-
ble.  This will do more than another gun law. 

On Obama Care, Kelly again shows common sense, she wants a plan 
that meets the needs of all of us, and does not bankrupt businesses. After 
Obama care was passed I was on a Town Hall call with Senator Shaheen.  
In that  call she said if you were a Senior NOTHING would change, I want-
ed to  ask her how can over 60 BILLION dollars be taken out of Medicare 
and nothing change?  Under Obamacare Mamograms will stop for women 
at age 75. Other screenings like Colonoscopy also are age limited. These 
screenings save lives. Obama Care will not effect Senator Shaheen, she is 
exempt from it, and will continue to have her gold plated Senate plan.

Next year we will have a chance to put in Senators and Congressmen who 
will take their vote seriously, and do what is right for NH and the nation. 
Senator Shaheen’s voting record is nothing more than rubber stamping for 
President Obama, including her vote on health care. Senator, if you can’t 
read it, and know how it works, don’t vote for it until you do!

Alice Bury
Amherst

Proud to Have Kelly Ayotte as a 
U.S. Senator for New Hampshire
To the editor:

The citizens of the State of New Hampshire certainly are fortunate to 
have someone representing us in the United States Senate who actually 
seeks effective solutions rather than simply signing on to whatever is most 
politically expedient. With her recent votes on gun control legislation, Sen-
ator Kelly Ayotte demonstrated a thoughtful, problem solving approach 
to preventing mentally ill individuals from acquiring firearms. She under-
stands that expanding a flawed background check system to more types of 
firearms transfers will do nothing to address this issue. The Toomey-Man-
chin amendment would not have prevented Sandy Hook but would place 
additional burdens on millions of law abiding citizens who had nothing to 
do with that or any other criminal act. In addition, this legislation would 
have put the foundation in place for a national gun owner registry. Yes, the 
bill included a substantial fine for actually creating such a registry but who 
would prosecute that case? Would it be Attorney General Eric Holder of 
“Fast and Furious” fame? Don’t make me laugh. 

Rather than sign on to a fatally flawed bill, Senator Ayotte supported a 
bi-partisan amendment that would improve our existing National Instant 
Check System (NICS), address mental health gaps in the criminal justice 
system, boost resources to improve school safety, and criminalize gun traf-
ficking and straw purchases. Senator Ayotte is well aware that the real issue 
behind atrocities committed in Newtown, Aurora, Tucson, and elsewhere 
is our broken mental health treatment system. While others have sought 
to capitalize on these horrific acts to push an anti-gun and anti-gun-owner 
agenda, Senator Ayotte has instead chosen to pursue real solutions to the 
real problems while respecting and protecting the right of law abiding citi-
zens to keep and bear arms. I am very proud to have Kelly Ayotte as a Unit-
ed States Senator for New Hampshire and I thank her for all the great work 
she has done on this and other important issues.

Mark Vincent
Amherst

Support Medicaid in NH
To the editor:

As a NH businessman I am asking you [Senator Bragdon] to support 
House Bill 1 and 2 (the State budget and trailer bill) to authorize NH to ac-
cept the federal funds to extend Medicaid coverage to lower-income work-
ing people in our state.

According to baseline estimates by the Lewin Group, independent ex-
perts commissioned by the NH Department of Health & Human Services, 
the Medicaid expansion would bring $422 million in federal funds into 
NH’s state budget and economy during our upcoming two-year budget pe-
riod (fiscal biennium), and $2.5 billion over the upcoming seven years.   

Lewin also projects that the Medicaid expansion can be done at no net 
general fund cost to NH over the upcoming fiscal biennium. And if our 
state is able to implement Medicaid managed care, the expansion can be 
accomplished with no net State cost over the entire seven year period stud-
ied by Lewin.

The Affordable Care Act reduces the federal deficit. The ACA as a whole, 
including the Medicaid expansion, is projected to save the federal govern-
ment – and to reduce the federal deficit by – a total of $109 billion by 2019, 
according to the Congressional Budget Office. The Congressional Budget 
Office, or “CBO,” is widely-recognized as the most credible, independent, 
nonpartisan source of federal budget data analysis in the nation.

Ray J Iannuzzelli
Amherst

The Future Could Truly Be   
Beautiful!
To the editor:

I hope that you will please free your minds and loosen your grip on the 
Cemetery Trustee manual and just think of this Cemetery Field issue as 
an Amherst issue that is not yours or mine, but ours, as Amherst citizens.

A Trustee is a person to whom another’s property or the management 
of another’s property is entrusted.  As elected trustees the citizens of Am-
herst have “entrusted” you with our property.  The current position of the 
Trustees goes to an extreme that serves no one effectively, especially the 
citizens that have elected and entrusted in you.

As far as I can tell there is no arguing that the town should build a new 
cemetery for its citizens, the issue is the scale.  As you know there are 47 
acres of land available.  Of which only a couple of acres are needed for Phase 
One of the new cemetery.  It is predicted that this beginning phase should 
fulfill the town’s burial needs for 25 years to come.  There is more than 
enough land there for the town to dream up and design an amazing multi-
use park.  The current plan to let useful and needed town property sit there 
for 30 - 1000 years seems beyond wasteful and mismanaged, but sinful.  We 
have needs as a town, dreams and a Master Plan that was developed.  

You find yourselves in a position where you have the power and assets 
at your fingertips to move this town forward to help us follow our town’s 
hopes and dreams.  A position, that despite many attempts by other hard-
working and loyal members of this community, no one else has found 
themselves in.  You hold the key.   Bill Belvin thinks fields and cemeteries 
can’t coexist, despite the obvious example of Meadowview and Spaulding 
field. It is efficient, economical and what residents are looking for.  Imagine 
a beautiful facility with fields for recreation, trails to enjoy nature, play-
grounds for children to make friends and have fun and a beautiful and se-
rene cemetery.  The thoughtfulness and sense of community that a park 
like that would represent would make Amherst again a sought after town 
to live in.  A cemetery with 45 unused acres of land will not.

Look at this town. Its people are divided and many have lost touch with 
its current and future needs.  Please as citizens and lovers of Amherst don’t 
divide us further, lead us and guide us and most importantly unite us.  It is 
all there in your hands and the future could truly be beautiful!

Sincerely,
Angela Hornor
Amherst

Open Questions to the Cemetery 
Trustees 
To the editor:

The public forum held last Tuesday night at Souhegan High School was 
quite eye opening for most of us in attendance. You spent the better part 
of an hour telling everyone how you need to find additional burying space 
before you are put in the position of telling a bereaving family that there are 
no lots available for purchase. No one debated or had any issues with your 
fiduciary duty in that regard. However, you made it very clear that you have 
no interest in working with the town to see if the Cemetery Fields property 
could be used in any way as part of a long or short term solution for athletic 
field space needs in Amherst, or if there are better alternatives to address 
the town’s need for cemetery space.

You did not address the following questions or issues at the forum. I hope 
you will respond to them now.
1. Why did you tell the Recreation Commission 5 years ago that you were 

not interested in discussing any options for the use of the Cemetery 
Fields land?

2. Why did you tell the Open Space Advisory Committee more than 2 years 
ago that you were not interested in discussing the possibility of swap-
ping the Cemetery Fields property for land that would be more suitable 
for a cemetery?

3. Do you have an estimate of how many existing sold lots are unused in 
each of the existing cemeteries in Amherst? Have you investigated the 
possibility of buying back existing unused cemetery lots from owners 
who may never use them?

4. Why have you demanded that the town pay all users fees (collected from 
non-resident users of Cemetery Field) to the Cemetery Trust? These 
fees have no association what so ever to the value of the property or 
the investment the Cemetery Trust has in the property. These fees are a 
vehicle for the recreation department to have non-resident users of the 
fields pay their fair share of the maintenance costs of the fields that are 
otherwise paid for by tax revenue from residents.

5. Why did you tell the Selectmen that if you don’t receive payment (for all 
these fees collected by the town since 1998, the amount to be deter-
mined by an audit that you are requiring the Selectmen to conduct by 
June 30, 2013) by August 30, 2013, you will terminate the use of the 
property for recreation use?

6. Since your long-term design of a cemetery includes using portions of the 
property in the 100 year flood plain, have you received approval from 
the Army Corp of Engineers to fill that portion of the property? Have 
you applied to the Army Corp of Engineers? Does your design, and cost 
estimates for the design, include any flood mitigation requirements that 
would normally be associated with changes to the flood plain? If so, 
what are those mitigation requirements and what are they estimated to 
cost?

7. As elected officials in the Town of Amherst, why are you not interested 
in finding the best solution for both cemeteries and field space? Why 
doesn’t it interest you that the cost of cemetery development might be 
significantly less expensive on land not located in the 100 year flood 
plain?

8. As citizens and taxpayers of Amherst, why doesn’t it interest you to work 
with the town to try to find a field space solution that could save the tax-
payers of Amherst close to a million dollars in field development costs?

9. Do you have some other agenda that you are not telling us about?

Bob Heaton
Amherst

Increase Access to Medicaid   
Coverage for Cancer Patients 
To the editor:

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 
strongly encourages New Hampshire to take full advantage of the federal 
funds available to provide thousands of families managing a chronic dis-
ease like cancer with lifesaving health coverage through the Medicaid pro-
gram.   

The federal government will pay 100% of the cost of expanding access 
to Medicaid coverage in the first three years, and no less than 90% of the 
cost beginning in 2020.  Increasing access to Medicaid coverage could save 
the state millions of taxpayer dollars that are currently used to treat unin-
sured people in emergency rooms. These savings can only be realized if the 
Governor and the Legislature accept the federal dollars available for this 
purpose.   

We have the opportunity to cover 58,000 low-income Granite Staters, 
providing them the security of quality health coverage so they can see a 
doctor regularly and get lifesaving cancer screenings and treatment when 
they need it, without facing huge medical bills. We can also significantly re-
duce the number of uninsured with incomes at or below 133% of the federal 
poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four) who know they are one diagnosis 
away from financial ruin. 

Increased coverage will help to improve public health and reduce the 
cancer burden in New Hampshire. ACS CAN urges policymakers in New 
Hampshire to accept the money to cover more people and save taxpayer 
dollars by fully expanding access to Medicaid coverage.   

Amy Chapman 
Amherst
Volunteer, American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 

No Easy Solutions
To the editor:

While I understand the difficult fiduciary and public duty constraints 
that the Cemetery Board of Trustees fall under, I was appalled and affront-
ed by the tone set by the trustees in their May 6 informational meeting held 
in the Souhegan High Cafeteria.  There is a right way and a wrong way to 
address a concerned public when dealing with contentious issues like the 
Cemetery Fields problem.  The trustees opted for the wrong way in front of 
the several hundred residents attending the session.   

No one thinks there are easy solutions to the Cemetery Fields problem.  
It is a complicated set of issues that will require creativity, good will, hard 
work, time, and probably some luck to solve.  The trustees may be correct 
that the current plan is the easiest solution, but it is certainly not the best 
solution.  The board’s unwillingness to entertain debate while evidently 
having no interest in exhausting other, possibly more practical solutions 
to the problem only serves to inflame public opinion rather than assuage 
the residents of Amherst that the trustees have the town’s best interests at 
heart.

I strongly advise the Cemetery Board of Trustees to take on the spirit of 
rational transparency that the citizens of Amherst have endorsed repeated-
ly in the voting booth.  This may be a hard problem, but better solutions can 
be found that will redound to the credit of the trustees if they are open to 
exploring them.  On the other hand, telling annoyed residents and parents 
that the issue is closed accomplishes nothing.

Nate Jensen
Amherst
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Pete’s Tire Barns also sells 
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