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Who’s Protecting Our Right to 
“Life, Liberty and The Pursuit of 
Happiness.”  
To the editor:

Disappointed as I am with our US Senators for not passing reasonable 
gun safety measures, I’m more disappointed with my fellow citizens.  If 
you were in favor of the Senate proposal, did you let Senator Ayotte know?  
If not, please let her know now how disappointed you are with her vote 
against it.  Senate.gov makes contact information easily accessible.  

If you were opposed to the proposal, were you saying something like 
“Background checks and registrations will be a burden on law-abiding cit-
izens. Criminals will still get guns.”  I don’t understand that statement.  
Why do we have any laws and regulations?  Criminals aren’t going to obey 
them anyway. We have them so that our system of justice has a basis for 
arresting, trying and incarcerating the guilty.  Those of us who are inno-
cent benefit from laws; they don’t get in our way.  Registering our cars and 
buying licenses for fishing & hunting are minor inconveniences; I certainly 
wouldn’t categorize them as “burdens.”  I’ve had to have background checks 
to be a classroom volunteer. I love to travel and certainly find all the securi-
ty procedures at airports an inconvenience.  But I suck it up and gun buyers 
can do the same.

Maybe you were opposed to the Senate proposal because you think your 
2nd amendment rights were going to be infringed. I think it’s much more 
important to protect every American’s right to “life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.”  Where is the lobbying group protecting that?

Faye O’Neill
Amherst

Let’s Agree to Another 25 Years
To the editor:

Last night, I attended the public meeting of the Cemetery Trustees.  The 
Trustees helped to explain the history behind the impending event of the 
town losing the use of Cemetery Fields as of September 1, 2014.  With all 
due respect to history, I believe history is something to learn from and 
not always necessarily meant to be repeated.  At the time the agreement 
was made, a 15-year time frame to use the land for recreation might have 
seemed like a good idea based on burial trends.  Today, not so much.  Af-
ter attending the meeting, I understand why the 1 acre of land where the 
playground sits has been chosen for Phase 1 of this project, and I respect 
that decision.  But with 1 acre holding 500 plots -- with plots selling at an 
average rate of 22 per year (yes, I understand sales can be erratic) -- well 
that means 1 acre of land should be good for 25 years.  That leaves 46 acres 
empty for 25 years!  

I ask the Cemetery Trustees to please rethink the use of that 46 acres.  I 
understand that if the land was subdivided and sold, that you have a fidu-
ciary responsibility to sell the land for the highest amount possible - even if 
that might be to a miscellaneous developer and not the Town of Amherst.  
But how about just drawing up another agreement allowing the Town of 
Amherst and the Recreation Department to use this land for 25 years?

Let’s examine how we can make that 1 acre of land private and set apart 
from the fields so that we can maintain the reverence that people expect 
when visiting a cemetery.  Trees?  Fencing?  Redirect the road leading into 
the fields?  To the people of Amherst, I say let’s agree that when there is 
a funeral scheduled, that all use of the land will cease for that day.  Yes, 
that might mean cancelling games/practice just a few days before, but isn’t 
that better than not having any land at all?  And most importantly, I ask 
the Trustees to allow us to relocate the playground to another location on 
the property so that the Roy family may still have the memorial for their 
daughter and that the youngest citizens of this town have a place to gather 
and play.  There must be another suitable plot of land on the property where 
the playground can stand.

The Cemetery Trustees have a duty to do what is best for the cemetery 
-- yet the Trustees also have a duty to the Town of Amherst.  The solution 
is there.  

Unfortunately,I don’t know if the Cemetery Trustees are willing to work 
toward a solution.  We can work it out.

Karin Pariselli
Amherst

Firefighters Perform Duties with 
Pride, Spirit and Tradition

I would like to take a moment to thank each and every member of the 
Amherst Fire Department for their tremendous dedication and efforts 
during the winter months.  Over the past six months Amherst Firefighters 
have responded to six working residential house fires in Amherst alone and 
saved all six!   One of the unique things about being a member of a paid-on-
call or volunteer fire department is that you are called to every fire in town.  
That is not the case for full-time department members. Although they may 
work 42-56 hours a week, if they’re not on duty at the time of the fire or the 
fire isn’t in their district, they don’t get to respond.  I know many full time 
firefighters that work in big cities across the state and country.  Very few if 
any of them responded to the number of fires Amherst Firefighters expe-
rienced this winter.  It’s safe to say Amherst Firefighters fought more fires 
then most of the big city boys!   

In addition to fires, members responded to their share of fire alarms, 
second ambulance calls, and motor vehicle accidents.  Sadly, AFD person-
nel experienced the unfortunate circumstances and devastating losses of a 
double fatal accident on April 20th.  Despite the challenges, I am proud that 
all our department members stood strong and after a lengthy investigation 
by local and state police the bodies were removed with dignity and respect.  

Unfortunately, we can not save them all.  Dealing with destruction, trau-
ma, and death is part of being a firefighter, but we must remember it leaves 
a scar that never goes away.  What firefighters witness, influences their pro-
spective on life and reminds them to enjoy their time here on earth and 
appreciate the people around them.  The images, feelings, and smells from 
traumatic scenes like the double fatal accident are recorded deep in fire-
fighters brains and mysteriously come back when triggered by something 
similar even years later. This is just one reason firefighters consider them-
selves one big family and the primary reason they take care of each other in 
what most consider a brotherhood/sisterhood.  

Over the winter AFD accomplished a great deal of training multiple pro-
grams were held with outstanding attendance and commitment.  On Jan-
uary 2nd a regional 240-hour Certified Firefighter I class began in Am-
herst with 28 students, seven of them from Amherst.   During the month 
of March a 300 level 24- hour Incident Command class was hosted in Am-
herst that included all 8 AFD fire officers and 8 officers from surrounding 
towns.  In April AFD hosted the first ever Primex Supervisory Series 24-
hour program designed for volunteer and paid on-call fire officers which 
was also attended by AFD officers and officers from Souhegan Valley.  Due 
to the number of programs running during the months of March and April, 
AFD had to utilize the EMS training room because the fire station training 
room was booked every night of the week with fire personnel volunteering 
their time.  In total, nearly 3,000 hours were invested in our department 
members at no cost to the taxpayers.  That’s simply amazing and deserves a 
sincere “Thank You” for you time, dedication, and efforts. 

Thank you and keep up the good work protecting and serving the citizens 
of Amherst with Pride, Spirit and Tradition.

  
Respectfully
Mark R. Boynton
Fire Chief

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Grills & Smokers
The last grill you’ll ever buy – with a lifetime warranty.

 THE AREA’S LEADING REMODELING CONTRACOR! 
 A Few of The Services We Provide: 

• Ice / Water Damage Repair
• Finish Carpentry
• Doors & Windows, Custom Work
• Finish Basements
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Design Services
• Decks, Handyman Services & More!

 603.566.4739

 Building & Remodeling 
    Vo ted  ‘Bes t  o f  So uh ega n  Va l le y  ‘ 200 9 ,  20 10  &  2 012 ! ’

  Please Visit Us at:   www.CMGBuildingandRemodeling.com

SaleYardYard
Sale3 Tarleton Lane 

at The Fells 
Amherst
Opposite 63 Baboosic Lake Road

NO EARLY BIRDS, 
Some large items Priced to GO!

Saturday 
May 18
9 AM to 2 PM

Taking an Organic apprOach TO Landscaping

amherst, nh
603-913-7151
iLandscapenh.com

AN ANgie’s List CoNtrACtor

We design, build and maintain beautiful outdoor 
living spaces that are healthy for you and safe 

for the environment... Free consultations!
Landscape Lighting

Compost Topdressing
Mowing

Irrigation
Water Features
Retaining Walls

Paver Patios & Walks

“Thanks for keeping 
your business local”

The Amherst Recreation Department Presents
Dog Behavior Modification/Training Classes

“Learn to be the Leader of the Pack”

Teach your dog self control through the leadership 
walk, boundaries/limitations and discipline
  • Great for all dogs and young puppies
  • Sign up at www.amherstrec.org   

Lloyd Mosher, Instructor
521-0608 • lead-dog@comcast.net

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Personal Story of Grieving and 
Lessons Learned
To the editor:

In the summer of 1999, I lost my cousin Thomas to a sudden and unex-
pected accident. My family never fully recovered. We had just begun to 
deal with the loss of my Aunt Susan two years earlier due to breast cancer 
at age 39. Thomas was younger, just 10 when he passed. He was buried in 
his Little League uniform, surrounded by his teammates.

There is not a day that goes by when I don’t think about him. Still, to this 
day, I have not visited his gravesite. For years I’ve questioned myself as to 
why I can’t go there and pay my respects as a good Irish Catholic boy from 
west Manchester is expected to do. It has only been recently, over the last 
few weeks during our town’s debate over the future of Cemetery Fields, that 
I have come to grasp the emotions that fuel my reluctance. 

Thomas is buried on a beautiful hillside in a northern corner of Con-
cord, NH. It’s quiet and deserted when I drive by, dutifully dotted by gran-
ite gravestones. Although quiet and reverent, it whispers death to those 
passing by. I can’t bring myself to honor his spirit there, in that hollow still-
ness. Thomas was not quiet, and in the brief 10 years of his life, I remember 
him living with impish impunity. My Nana might say we “saw the devil in 
his eyes”, as you might expect to see in the youngest child of four. Like a 
modern day Huck Finn, he loved sports, the outdoors, practical jokes and 
laughter. 

Since his passing, Thomas has taught me how to live. Truly live. Now 
that I’m in my early forties, that means more to me today than in my youth. 
By his example, I strive to control events in my life less, and treat people 
with empathy and dignity more.  How often have there been days worrying 
about pithy, inconsequential matters?  How often have I spoken to someone 
who disagrees with me in a condescending and patronizing manner?  My 
hope is less often now than before his passing. To live often means to “let 
go”, as my younger cousin knew well from birth.

As we consider and debate the fate of Cemetery Fields, I’d ask the Cem-
etery Trustees to consider “the living” in their decision, for I learned from 
Thomas that it is through life that we honor death. What a truly won-
derful opportunity we have in Amherst to re-imagine a place, that for so 
many, represents silence, sadness and death. If I had the opportunity to 
visit Thomas in a riverside plot, alongside the laughter of children playing 
on a playground, or the frantic cheers for a ballplayer running the bases, 
or joyous chants that come from scoring a winning goal in the game’s final 
moments, I might have had the courage to pay my respects long, long ago. 
That is how I remember him, and that is how I believe many of us would 
also want to be remembered in our final resting-place by those who knew 
us ... our spirit among the living.

Therefore, I’d ask the Cemetery Trustees to reconsider their position on 
Cemetery Fields so we might accomplish something special. All too often 
we fail to learn the lessons of our youth in latter years, and resort to feck-
less banter. In an age when public discourse is too often buried, I’d ask the 
Amherst Cemetery Trustees to not resign the promise of lively discourse to 
a silent graveyard of our own choosing.

Sincerely,
Jim Manning
Amherst

Shattered: Impaired Driving by 
Millions of Teens Contributes to 
Crash Deaths
To the editor:

Prom and graduation season, the Fourth of July, and summer vacation 
give pause to parents of teenagers everywhere. Why? Because celebration 
paired with newfound freedom can trigger tragedy on our roads and high-
ways.

Indeed, young people themselves report that these times of year are the 
most dangerous when it comes to driving.  And alcohol and other drugs are 
primary reasons.

According to new research from SADD (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions) and Liberty Mutual Insurance, 23 percent of teens admit to 
driving under the influence of alcohol, marijuana or other drugs. With 13 
million driving-aged teenagers, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, that 
means as many as 3 million impaired adolescents may be taking to the 
road.

Ironically, most teens (91 percent) consider themselves to be safe, cau-
tious drivers. For example, nearly 40 percent claim that alcohol has no im-
pact on their driving.  Some even say it helps. And when it comes to op-
erating a motor vehicle under the influence of marijuana, a whopping 75 
percent feel the same way.

Specifically, about one in four teens who have driven under the influence 
of marijuana (25 percent) or prescription drugs (23 percent), and about one 
in seven teens who report drinking and driving (14 percent), say they’re not 
distracted “at all” when mixing substance use with driving.

This cavalier attitude toward driving under the influence is made more 
somber in light of recent data from the Governors Highway Safety Associ-
ation which found an alarming 19 percent increase in the number of teen 
driver deaths (ages 16 and 17) in the first half of 2012.

“The end of the school year and the summer months are exciting times 
for teens, but they are also the most dangerous,” says Dave Melton, a driv-
ing safety expert with Liberty Mutual Insurance and managing director of 
global safety. “A celebratory toast can quickly lead to serious consequences 
down the line.  These new data illustrate that there is clearly a strong need 
to increase the level of education around risk.  More importantly, it’s a flag 
for parents to make sure they talk to their kids regularly about the impor-
tance of safe driving behavior.”

“Parents play an incredibly important role in communicating expec-
tations to their teen drivers, enforcing consequences for ignoring family 
driving rules, and setting a good example behind the wheel,” says Penny 
Wells, SADD’s president and CEO, who points to Liberty Mutual’s Parent/
Teen Driving Contract and SADD’s Contract for Life as effective conversa-
tion starters for parents and their teen drivers.

If teens really believe there are no adverse consequences from driving 
impaired, we have our work cut out for us … lest many more families be-
come shattered from injury and death.

 
Stephen Gray Wallace
Senior advisor, SADD 


