
  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m  •    M A Y   1 4 ,   2 0 1 3  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  5

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes 

are drop in, we love to see you when 
you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from 
birth to 24 mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  
Next session meets: May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and June 7.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meets Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: April 
30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, and June 4. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Thursday morn-
ings at 10:00am, and Thursday afternoons at 1:00pm. 
Next session meets: May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and June 6.
Book Clubs
We have book clubs for all ages —

Jr. Bookclub 1 (for kids in grades 2-3 and parents) 
meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On May 8, club members gathered to discuss 
Mr Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater. We had a 
great time, talked about our favorite books for the year, 
and said our goodbyes until next fall…Come in and talk 
to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining next year!

Jr. Bookclub 2 (for kids in grades 3-4 and par-
ents) meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On May 15, club members will discuss The 
Great Turkey Walk by Kathleen Karr. Come in and talk 
to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th and 
6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 to talk about the newest fiction ti-

tles that we’ve all been reading—then 
Miss Sarah passes these opinions on 
to the Great Stone Face Committee 
at the state level.  We’re an opinion-
ated group that loves to read---and 
loves to talk about what we’re read-
ing! We are winding down to the 

end of our year—on April 3rd, each 
member brought in a list of their top 

three favorites from the books we read 
this year.  In May, we learned the titles 

of next-year’s Great Stone Face list, a said 
a fond farewell until next year.  If you’ll be en-

tering grades 5 or 6 in the fall, please talk to Miss 
Sarah if you’d like to join our group in October!

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club (for 7th – 9th 
graders) gather on the 4th Wednesday of each month to 
share opinions about the newest YA fiction titles we’re 
reading.  On May 2, we got together here at the library 
to watch The Hobbit and eat pizza--it was a great time!  
We’ll have one last meeting on Wednesday, May 29.  
If you love to read, and love to talk about what you’re 
reading, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested.
Thursday May 23 at 3:30: LEGO FREE-FOR-ALL 

Bring your Lego creativity to the library, and see 
what you can build with the Legos we provide! Regis-
tration required, (space is limited). For children ages 5 
and up. Please register online at www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Tuesday May 28  Bonjour Les Kids!

Join Madame Thenin for a 45-minute exploration of 
French language, songs, activities, and a simple craft. 
Come experience some “Joie de vivre!” with this intro-
duction to all things French! For kids ages 3-8.

Please register online at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
Please include child’s age in the ‘name’ field when reg-
istering.
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The Unasked Question 
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

Town News

In 1906 New England composer Charles Ives 
wrote the symphonic composition “The Unan-
swered Question”.  Recently the Board of Select-
men interviewed candidates for town boards and 
commissions.  In preparation for the interview 
to weigh my reappointment to the Conservation 
Commission, I mentally went through questions I 
though the Board might ask.

One of those became the unasked question.  It 
was to be what lawyers would term a “Home Run 
Question”.  And there I was at bat, or the micro-
phone and the pitch never came.  What was the 
unasked question?  “What do you foresee the ACC 
doing in the next 5-10 years?  Of course, if it had 
been asked and answered, I might not have been 
reappointed.  My un-given, crystal ball answer to 
the unasked question would have had 5 points plus 
or minus:
1. NH state statute RSA 36:A spells out the duties 

of conservation commissions: protection and 
management of habitat and wildlife, education, 
management of conservation lands for a range 
of conservation purposes including passive 
recreation, conducting environmental studies 
and recording results.  The ACC will continue to 
comply with the legislation.

2.  The ACC will continue to manage the 2,500 
acres presently entrusted to it for bio-diversity, 
forest health, and passive recreation – to the 
extent the town budget permits.

3.  In the last 15 years over 10 miles of trails have 
been developed.  There are on-going conver-
sations with landowners for 3 more miles of 
trail.  Once these are developed, very little 
new trail mileage will be added to the existing 

25-mile system.  That 
represents about 
what the existing ACC 
lands will (or should) 
support aestheti-
cally and conserva-
tion-wise.

4.  Very little additional acreage will come under 
ACC management because: 

 a. Owners of desirable parcels are showing no 
willingness to have their lands permanently 
remain as natural open space, 

 b. The historically relied upon source of funds 
for land protection, the current use change fee, 
has dwindled to virtually nothing.  The few large 
parcels remaining; that is, those of 50-100 
acres are not coming to the market and, if they 
were to, these are the parcels the Town should 
be acquiring, 

 c. If the ACC is to be equipped to protect ad-
ditional parcels, new funding sources must be 
sought.  For instance, through a warrant article 
to authorize a non-lapsing open space bond 
issue or by a surtax of say 10 cents per $1,000 
of valuation to go towards a conservation fund

5.  I would hope to see steps taken concertedly by 
Amherst, Mont Vernon and New Boston officials 
and residents to have the 3 square miles of the 
New Boston Air Station not essential to national 
security returned to the towns for conservation 
purposes.

That’s what I see ahead for the ACC.  It depends 
on a citizenry with long-distance vision.  The six 
ACC commissioners can’t do it without commu-
nity support.

Historic Amherst

Really Old Jokes
BY KAtrinA HoLMAn

Amherst’s first newspaper, the 
Amherst Journal, weekly from 
1795-1796, regularly featured a 
short piece titled ANECDOTE 
– what we would call a joke. The 
Farmer’s Cabinet, founded in 
1802 in Amherst, also carried 
frequent humorous items. Here’s 
a random sampling, copied ver-
batim (with only a few minor 
spelling and punctuation chang-
es).
Lawyers 

Two Lawyers, one day, riding 
on the road, came up with a Cler-
gyman. Says one of them to his 
fellow traveler, “We’ll crack a joke 
upon the priest.” Pleased with the 
idea of their sport, they rode up, 
one on either side. After mutu-
al salutation, one of them says, 
“How happens it, Daddy, that 
gentlemen of your cloth make 
such egregious blunders in the 
pulpit? I heard one not long since, 
when he wished to say Og king of 
Bashan, say Hog king of Bacon.” 
“Oh,” replied the divine, “we are 
men of like infirmities with the 
rest of our fellow creatures. I late-
ly, when I should have said, The 
devil is the father of liars. – [in-
stead] said, The devil is father of 
lawyers.” “Oh,” replied the other, 
“which are you, a knave or a fool?” 
“I believe, gentlemen,” he re-
plied, “I am BETWEEN BOTH.” 
(Farmer’s Cabinet, 25 Sep. 1804)

In the time of the vacations, 
three attorneys, who were re-
turning to their country habita-
tions, overtook a carter; and, as 
they were in a jovial humor, they 
asked him in a sarcastic man-
ner, the reason why his foremost 
horse was so fat, while the rest 
were so lean. “Tis,” replied the 
carter (who knew them), “be-
cause my foremost horse is an at-
torney, and the others his clients.” 
(FC, 29 Jan. 1811) 

Disposal of a Joke: Mr. Cur-
ran observing one day in court, a 
louse crawling on a brother-bar-
rister’s forehead, told him of it. 
“You joke,” said the other. “If you 
have many such jokes in your 
head,” replied Curran, “the soon-

er you crack them the better.” 
(Hillsboro Telegraph, Amherst, 
N.H., 15 April 1820)
Gentlemen

A son of Neptune passing 
down a wharf in Boston, some 
time since, with a coil of rope 
hanging on his arm, was accost-
ed by a gentleman who kept a 
store on said wharf, thus: “My 
lad, that rope is not fix’d in the 
right place.” “No,” reply’d the 
witty sailor, “If it was it would be 
round your neck.” (Amherst Jour-
nal, N.H., 23 Jan. 1795)

Two gentlemen, riding in the 
country, one of them observed a 
handsome seat delightfully situ-
ated, and inquired of his compan-
ion whose it was; who informed 
him it belonged to a card maker. 
Upon my life, said the gentleman, 
one would imagine all that man’s 
cards turned up trumps. (Am-
herst Journal, 12 June 1795)

On a certain time, a couple 
of gentlemen being in compa-
ny together, and after consider-
able conversation, one asked his 
companion, how many nouns it 
would take to make a pronoun; 
to which he answered, As many 
fools as it would take to make a 
sensible fellow. (Amherst Journal, 
26 June 1796)

The late celebrated Dr. Brown 
courted a lady for several years, 
though unsuccessful, during 
which time it had been his cus-
tom to drink the lady’s health be-
fore that of any other. But being 
observed one evening to omit it, 
a gentleman, reminding him of 
it, said, “Doctor, come, drink the 
lady your toast.” The Doctor re-
plied: “I have toasted her for so 
many years, and I can’t make her 
Brown, so I’ll toast her no longer.” 
(Farmer’s Cabinet, 24 Feb. 1803)
The Other Sex

A widow, whose husband had 
just expired, in the height of her 
lamentations, wished to the Lord 
that he would restore to life again 
her dear, dear spouse. The maid, 
who knew her thoughts, said to 
her, “For Heaven’s sake, mad-
am, have done with such wish-

es. Who knows else but you may 
be taken at your word.” (Amherst 
Journal, 29 May 1795)

Caution to Tavern Keepers: 
An elderly lady with three of her 
daughters were lately traveling 
westward. On entering a little 
town they were about stopping at 
the first inn to dine, but on look-
ing up to the sign, the youngest 
daughter (about ten years of age) 
observed, “Oh no, mamma, we 
must not stop here, for they have 
only entertainment for man and 
horse, and we are all women and 
mares.” The consequence proved 
a loss to the publican, for they 
went on to the next house, which 
happily had no such inscription. 
(Farmer’s Weekly Museum, Wal-
pole, N.H., 12 June 1797)

“What is the reason,” said one 
Irishman to another, “that you 
and your wife are always dis-
agreeing?”  “Because,” replied 
Pat, “we are both of one mind – 
she wants to be master, and so 
do I.” (Farmer’s Cabinet, 17 Feb. 
1803)

An old maid was telling her 
age, which she said was just 36. 
A gentleman in company doubt-
ed the truth of her statement, but 
was corrected by another, who 
said it must be true, for she had 
told the same story for ten years. 
(FC, 28 Aug. 1824)
English Wit

Lady Wallace and David Hume 
were partial to each other. They 
once crossed the Frith from 
Kinghorn to Leith together, when 
a violent storm rendered the pas-
sengers apprehensive of a salt 
water death; and her Ladyship’s 
terror induced her to seek conso-
lation from her friend, who, with 
infinite sang froid, assured her, 
he thought there was great prob-
ability of their becoming food for 
fishes. “And pray, my dear friend,” 
said Lady Wallace, “which do you 
think they will eat first?” “Those 
who are gluttons,” replied the 
historian, “will undoubtedly fall 
foul of me, but the epicures will 
attack your Ladyship.” (Farmer’s 
Cabinet, 18 Nov. 1802)

AMHERST RECREATION
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Spring & Summer Classes & Activities
Youth Programs

Art at Wilkins – Super 
Sculptures

Get ready for some 3D 
fun!  Relief, mobiles, and 
freestanding sculptures 
by artists such as Alex-
ander Calder and Jean 
Dubuffet will inspire 
some of our pieces and 
we’ll even try our hands at 
paper mache. Instructor 
Brandie Pettus.
When: Tuesdays, 5/21-
6/11 2:50-4:15pm
Who:  Grades 2-4

Art @ AMS - Art As A 
Career: The Role Of 
A Graphic Designer & 
Illustrator

Do you love art and 
want to be able to make 
art a career? Well then, 
join this fun two-week 
workshop and learn about 
the role of Graphic De-
signers and Illustrators! 
Instructor Brandie Pettus 
When: Mondays, 6/3-6/10 
2:30-4:00pm
Who:  Grades 5-8

Yoga for Middle 
Schoolers

Yoga is a great way to 
cultivate a strong body 
and mind; increase flex-
ibility and strength; and 
improve concentration, 
focus, confidence and 
athletic performance. In-

structor Leslie Formby, 
certified RYT 200
Who: Grades 5-8
When: Wednesdays 5/22-
6/19 2:30-3:30pm

Archery
Join us to learn the basic 

fundamentals of shoot-
ing target archery, focus-
ing on safety and prop-
er shooting form. This is 
an Olympic Style target 
archery program taught 
by certified instructors, 
Mike and Dan Bolduc, 
from Archery In Motion, 
LLC.
When: Mondays & 
Wednesdays, 6/3-6/12 
Time: Grades 5-8 2:30-
3:30pm; Grades 1-4 
3:30-4:30pm

Visit our website at 
www.amherstrec.org for 
information on our many 
summer programs in-
cluding the Hartshorn 
Summer Programs at 
PMEC; Basketball Camp;  
Baboosic Lake Summer 
Camp; Swim Lessons; 
Swim Team; Concerts on 
the Green; and more!

Adult & Senior Pro-
grams

Dog Effective Training
Dog Effective Training 

is for owners of dogs who 
have control issues; are 
experiencing behavioral 
problems; want to get the 

“right start” with a puppy; 
want to spend time work-
ing with their dog, build-
ing trust and having fun; 
and want to become their 
dog’s leader!

Class Instructor Lloyd 
Mosher is the owner of 
L.E.A.D. Dog, and has 
over 20 years experience 
helping people gain con-
trol and respect from 
their dogs, and will give 
individual attention to 
each owner and dog.
When: Tuesdays, 5/28-7/2 
6:30-7:30pm

Adult Gentle Yoga
Let Leslie Formby, a 

certified and trained Ha-
tha Yoga instructor lead 
you in the traditional ho-
listic approach to Hatha 
Yoga.
When: Thursdays, 5/16-
6/20  10:00-11:00am 

Adult Intermediate 
Yoga

Leslie Formby will be 
leading an intermediate 
Hatha based yoga class for 
those students with a year 
or more of ongoing yoga 
practice. This class will be 
more complex and move 
at a faster pace.  
When: Tuesdays, 5/14-
6/18  9:00-10:15am

Body Back
Join our certified Body 

Back instructor Laura 

Kimball in the Body Back® 
program, the newest pro-
gram release from Stroll-
er Strides’ founder Lisa 
Druxman.

It is a results-based 
workout designed specif-
ically for moms. Wheth-
er they just had a baby or 
had a baby twenty years 
ago, it will help any mom 
get her body back. 

The class registration 
fee includes a food plan 
and that plan along with 
the exercise regiment 
will help you achieve your 
health and fitness goals.  
When/Where: Mon & Wed 
5/20-6/19 9:00-10:00am 
at PMEC 
OR Tues & Thurs 5/23-
6/20 7:00-8:00pm at 
Amherst Middle School 
Cafeteria

Programs for All 
Ages

Full Moon Hikes at 
PMEC

Let us help you around 
the night sky. Join us for 
stories and a walk in the 
woods along easy paths 
that accommodate people 
of all ages. 
When:
Saturday, 5/25 8:30-
10pm: Budding Moon
Saturday, 7/20 8:30-
10pm: Thunder Moon

Locally 
Owned & 

Fully 
Insured

603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

n Plantings
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n Patios
n Water Features
n Walls
n Driveways and Aprons 
n Low Voltage Landscape Lighting

amherst, nh | 603.801.4136 | srhlandscapedesign.com | residential | commercial

...escape from the ordinary
SRH Landscape Design, llc  is an Amherst landscape design firm with extensive 
experience in landscape design and build throughout New England.  Whatever your 
project, we have the experience and expertise to transform your ideas into reality.  
If you can dream it... we can create it...
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Whether in print, online or on the go... connect with your customers today!


