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AMHERST - The Amherst Mid-
dle School Theater Club members 
and parents gathered in the AMS 
Cafeteria to celebrate the end of 
their season on March 25th. All 
participants received a “Commem-
oration of Participation” and 8th 
graders were presented with a gold-
en star to encourage them to “Shine 
On” as they graduate from AMS.

There were several special ac-
knowledgements including Rookie 
Recognition, which was awarded 
to Crew Members Charlotte Futrell 
and Julia Tilton, and Cast Mem-
bers Evmorphia Alton and John 
Mastergeorge, and Team Leader-
ship Recognition, awarded to Crew 
Member Sarah Eastland and Cast 
Member Lindsey Hagerstrom. The 
Behind the Mask Award, given to a 
crew member who has demonstrat-
ed commitment and leadership, 
was presented to 8th grader Bren-
na Desborough who has been a cre-
ative force on set design for 4 years. 
The Spotlight Award, for recogni-
tion of a cast member who may not 
have had a lead role on the stage but 
demonstrated leadership among 
the cast, was presented to 8th grad-
er and 3 year member Ellie Noble.

A few weeks later, the club’s 
2nd Annual 8th Grade Adven-
ture kicked off with a Pasta Party 
and ended with attendance at the 
dress rehearsal for Souhegan High 
School’s spring musical Grease. 

“Every year we invite the Wilkins 
4th graders and Mont Vernon 6th 
graders to our in-school dress re-
hearsal. We like having an audience 
for that last rehearsal and hope that 
attending eases transition anxieties 

for those students who will be at-
tending AMS in the fall. With the 
same focus on transition for the 8th 
graders to Souhegan, we appreciat-
ed the invitation to their dress re-
hearsal and hope to continue this 

new tradition,” commented Di-
rector Jennifer Stover. “As we were 
walking into the high school, I over-
heard one student say to another 
“Wow, this is going to be our school 

next year!” and that confirmed for 
me that this was exactly the right 
field trip for us.”

Next year’s season for AMS The-
ater Club will begin in September 

with information meetings for stu-
dents held after school. Announce-
ments will be posted at school and 
included in the AMS newsletter.
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The AMS Theater Club 8th graders attended the dress rehearsal for Souhegan’s production of Grease.

Middle School Theatre Club Celebrates End of the Season With Awards

Brenna Desborough, winner of the Behind the Mask Award and Ellie Noble, 
winner of the Spotlight Award.

Summer	  Preschool	  Classes	  (ages	  2-‐7)	  
Monday,	  July	  15th	  to	  Friday,	  August	  16th	  

Summer	  Classes	  (ages	  8-‐18)	  
Monday,	  June	  24th	  to	  Friday,	  August	  16th	  

Summer	  Intensive	  (ages	  10-‐18)	  
	  	  	  	  Monday,	  July	  15th	  to	  Saturday,	  July	  27th	  	  9:00am-‐5:00pm	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Summer Classes & Intensives 

For more information Call 554-8626 or Visit www.voulidance.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Register Now 
71 Route 101A Amherst, NH 03031 
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Wanted: Swimmers & Tennis Players for 
Summer Fun
Are you wondering what the kids 
are going to do all summer? 
Schedule a summer-long play 
date at Jasper Valley Swim & 
Tennis Club!
Jasper Valley Swim & Tennis Club, 
located in the heart of Amherst’s 
Jasper Valley, has been the  
perfect family spot to enjoy 
summer for over 35 years. Our 
members come from Amherst, 
Hollis, Lyndeborough, Merrimack, 
Milford, and Mont Vernon.
Jasper kids can take part in all of 
the fun activities that are included 
with their membership: swim 
lessons, swim team, tennis lessons, 
tennis team, volleyball, wiffle® ball, 
ping-pong, three-on-three  
basketball, basketball clinics, 
dodge ball, land and water relay 
races, craft projects and much 
more—or just play on the play set 
and lawn with friends.
There are several different  
membership types available for 
the 2013 season including Family, 
Junior, Junior Squared, Parent/
Child, and Senior. If you and your 
family are interested in joining 
Jasper Valley and would like more 
information please email us at 
membership@jaspervalley.com.or 
visit: www.jaspervalley.com

Souhegan High School Prom

Held Saturday, May 4 at the Radisson Hotel in Manchester, NH
 

“Under the Sea.”

AUDITIONS Announced for NH Production of 
PRINCESS K.I.M. The MUSICAL
Auditions will be held on May 31 (6-9pm) and June 1 (noon-4pm), callbacks 
June 2, at the Amato Center for the Performing Arts, 56 Mont Vernon St. 
Milford, NH. Must be 10 years old and up. Looking for 17 kids and 9 Adults 
that are able to sing, act and dance.  The Production dates are Oct 3-6, 
2013 at the Amato Theater in Milford. Visit: www.PrincessKimTheMusical.
com for more information and to download the audition form.

SHS Prom Court
(L to R):  Drew Prescott (Prince), Morgan Chamberlain 

(Queen),  Peter Bennett (King), Alex Kibbie (Queen) and 
Samantha Pru (Princess)

Senior Court:
(L to R):  Morgan Chamberlain (Queen), Peter Bennett 

(King) and Alex Kibbie (Queen) (there was a tie vote for 
queen, so we had 2 queens).

Upcoming Events at Souhegan High School – Community is invited!
Spring Concert including choirs, bell ensemble and band Wednesday, May 15  7:00pm 

Jazz Night with SHS & other school jazz bands and special guest    
Jonathan Bean Quartet; $10 tickets may be purchased at the door Friday, May 17 7:00pm

Senior Project Night featuring selected project presentations & awards Thursday, May 30 6:30pm

Souhegan Hosts Regional Conference of Educators
By Jeanne Sturges

Thirty-three educators from 
across the Northeast attended the 
School Reform Initiative’s Regional 
Meeting, hosted by Souhegan High 
School last month. Participants 
observed classes and advisories, 
learning about the collaborative 
structures and processes utilized 
at Souhegan High School, like Ad-
visory and Critical Friends’ Groups 
(CFGs), to improve our practice and 
student learning.

Fifteen classrooms and 17 advi-
sories welcomed participants from 
districts across the Northeast – 
from New Hampshire and Massa-
chusetts to Vermont, Maine and 
New York.  On Friday, participants 
observed classes and students host-
ed panels to discuss advisory and 
student life at Souhegan, while on 
Saturday, participants spent the 
day in groups, discussing, prob-
lem-solving and reflecting on their 
professional practice as educators. 
Souhegan teachers Jenny Deenik, 
Aimee Gibbons and Lisa Kent or-
ganized and facilitated the confer-
ence. Both Aimee and Jenny are 
national School Reform Initiative 
facilitators who train educators 
from around the country in facilita-

tive leadership skills.
There was widespread praise 

for and inspiration gained from 
the work participants witnessed at 
Souhegan; the classroom observa-
tions, advisories and student pan-
els, and the school-wide CFGs all 

served to inform and enrich partic-
ipants’ understanding of the rela-
tionship between collaboration and 
learning. 

It’s easy to dismiss the “slice” or 
“snapshot” of a school gleaned from 
a short visit. When the brief, but 

targeted observations of 33 people 
are looked at holistically, though, a 
clearer picture emerges. Charged 
with observing through the lens of 
the question: “What evidence do 
you see of the relationship between 
collaboration and learning?” par-
ticipants acknowledged the school 
for making its practice so public, as 
well as for the quality of the practice 
itself. One participant was deeply 
moved by the remark of a student 
who said, “Advisories are the soul 
of the school. In fact, another par-
ticipant was struck by a student’s 
response to their question about 
whether students would revolt if 
Administration ever took Adviso-
ry away. “The students answered 
with a resounding, ‘Yes! But, they 
couldn’t easily do that because we 
are a democratic school with our 
Community Council, so students 
would have a say in that.’”

The experience is perhaps cap-
tured by one participant who 
echoed many when she said, “It is 
obvious that there is a positive cli-
mate here at the school, and it is re-
inforced by the fact that each room 
as the cool poster up of Respect, 
Trust and Courage.”

Souhegan teachers and national SRI trainers: Jenny Deenik, Lisa Kent and 
Aimee Gibbons


