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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Amherst 
54 Route 101A 

Amherst, NH 03031 
(603) 672-8973 

www.petestire.com 
Passenger ~ Light Truck ~ SUV ~ Medium Truck ~ Heavy Truck ~ Earthmover ~ Construction ~ Farm Forestry ~  

Implement ~ Industrial ~ Forklift ~ Lawn & Garden ~ Boat Trailer ~ Golf Cart ~ ATV & More ! 

Lawn Tractor Tires 
4.80x8 $23.00 

15x6.00-6 $29.00 
16x6.50-8 $37.00 
18x8.50-8 $60.00 
20x8.00-8 $65.00 
20x10.00-8 $63.00 

Tires for Work. Tires for Play 

Trailer Tires 
4.80x8 $25.00 

5.30x12 $43.00 
ST175/80R13 $63.00 
ST205/75R14 $85.00 
ST205/75R15 $87.00 
ST225/75R15 $98.00 

Golf Cart Tires 
18x8.50-8 $37.00 
215/60-8 $47.00 
205/50-10 $49.00 
255/50R10 $73.00 
205/30R12 $48.00 
215/35R12 $62.00 

 ATV Tires 
 145/70-6 $25.00 

AT16x8-7 $49.00 
AT22x11-8 $55.00 
AT25x12-9 $69.00 

AT25x10-12 $81.00 
AT25x13-9 $98.00 
AT25x8-12 $75.00 
AT25x11-12 $92.00 

Pete’s Tire Barns also sells 
Tire & Wheel Assemblies 

 
Just a few of the many tire 

sizes we carry.  

Amherst, Nh: 54 Route 101A • 672-8973 • www.petestire.com
Open: Mon to Fri  7:30am - 5pm; Sat 7:30-noon

Bids for Replacement of SHS Roof 
and HVAC System Are Lower Than 
Expected   
To the editor:

The Souhegan High School Board would like to thank the taxpayers of 
Amherst and Mont Vernon for supporting our budget and the $1.95 mil-
lion bond we requested for much needed replacement of the 21-year old 
roof and HVAC system. The $1.95 million bond we requested was already 
a reduction from the $2.5 million replacement estimates we received from 
architects. We are pleased to report that at our board’s May 9 meeting, we 
learned from SAU39 Director of Buildings and Grounds Jim Miner that 
competitive bids for the work have come in even lower than expected. The 
project will be completed for $1.225 million, a savings of $725,000 in bond 
principal and over $70,000 in interest over the life of the 7-year bond. In the 
first full year of the bond repayment (FY15), the tax rate impact for Am-
herst will be 11 cents per thousand instead of 17 cents per thousand.  For 
Mont Vernon, the good news is similar – a tax rate impact of 12 cents per 
thousand instead of 19 cents per thousand. 

The new roof will have a 30 year warranty and includes upgraded insu-
lation, which will increase energy efficiency.  The two smaller metal roofs 
over the building’s cafeteria and music rooms will also be reconfigured to 
correct drainage deficiencies and icing conditions which have caused ex-
tensive damage to the exterior masonry of the building. The school board 
accepted the bid for roof replacement from the Melanson Company of 
Keene, NH.

The six major gas-fired rooftop HVAC units are also slated to be replaced 
as part of the project.  In addition to replacing failing units, the new up-to-
date technology will enhance operational controls and energy efficiency.  
This work will be completed by Granite State Heating and Plumbing of 
Weare, NH.

The overall reduction in natural gas and electrical energy consumption 
from improved equipment technology alone is estimated in the 15-20% 
range.  The addition of CO2 sensors to monitor and control ventilation air 
demand will assure compliance with NH /EPA dictated “Indoor Air Quali-
ty” standards and will also reduce equipment operation time.  Upgrades to 
the existing Building Automation System and the energy savings resulting 
from a 50% increased insulation ”R” value also offer a yet undetermined 
additional benefit.

The school board commends the work of Miner and SAU 39 Business 
Administrator, Betty Shankel, who worked on securing the bids and en-
suring that the renovations will result in energy savings and improved op-
erating costs. 

Work is slated to begin June 24th with the systems returned to full oper-
ation by August 23.

Respectfully,
Souhegan Cooperative School Board
Chair Mary Lou Mullens, Fran Harrow, 
Steve Coughlan, Christine Janson,   
Peter Maresco, Howard Brown,  
Pim Grondstra

Wilkins Family Is Commendable
To the editor:

The Wilkins family has decided to sell conservation easement on 520 
acres (or 546 acres on the SPNHF Map) in Mont Vernon and Amherst to 
cover their estate taxes and protect the land from being developed.  A com-
mendable idea.

   What would be even more commendable is that they would donate the 
easements to the communities since they propose to continue land owner-
ship with rights to harvesting.  If the properties are sold in the future, the 
conservation easements are only effective until that time.

 Under these conditions, if the SPNHF does buy the land easement “at a 
bargain rate of $10,000 per parcel”, they would not be able to develop any 
of it, maybe not even for “playing fields.”  It can only be used for ‘non-mo-
torized’ public access.  

 A fund has been started by SPNHF for the acceptance of $190,000 in do-
nations to acquire the land, pay for surveying, legal documents and mainte-
nance of easements in the coming years.  If not sufficient, any costs should 
not be passed on to the MV Taxpayers.  To date, the Society website shows 
$20,000 in donations and a $50,000 dollar for dollar matching grant, but if 
not fully funded, the MV Conservation Committee will, we predict, take 
responsibility for the remaining amount and then present it to the MV tax-
payers.

If MV taxpayer support is needed, a special town meeting must be called 
before the September 30th deadline to allow for discussion.

Under similar circumstances, Mont Vernon was recently donated many 
acres off the newly paved Old Amherst Road sponsored by the MV Con-
servation Committee.  The voters at Town Meeting agreed to spend up to 
$5,000 from taxes for the survey costs, etc.    

 It appears on the SPNHF map that at least 430 acres of the land is in 
Mont Vernon.  Easement #5, 104 acres on RT.13,  is actually in the MV 
“limited commercial district” with MV Planning Board approval January 
2008 and approval by the Town voters in March 2008.  This means it can be 
commercially developed to include a “major variety of types of retail, ser-
vice,  office and manufacturing facilities” and “provides a location..to im-
prove and expand employment opportunities and broaden the tax base in 
the Town of Mont Vernon.”  As such, we do not see that it can also be sold 
for conservation easement. 

Many MV landowners have more than 10 and over 100 acres, designated 
Current Use, taxed minimally until sold or developed.  Smaller plot owners 
with houses of any size make up the difference in the tax base.  A reason we 
need more businesses in this town.

The Wilkins family has been here for generations and have been bless-
ed with all their land acquisitions.  It would  be an especially welcome gift, 
particularly to the community of Mont Vernon, if they would consider do-
nating, as their tax benefit, all or part of the conservation easement.

Respectfully,
Tom and Norma McKinney
Mont Vernon

 

Out-of-Towners Attack Senator 
Ayotte
To the editor:

They would be mildly amusing if I thought that they weren’t serious. 
Mega media buys by out of state interests inject themselves, with curious 
logic, into New Hampshire affairs. The logic trap is the well known “If one 
is not in favor of a specific bill, no matter how pork laden, no matter how 
misnamed or misdirected, one must be for the problem the bill is said to 
remedy.” Anyone with any knowledge of problem solving knows that any 
remedy, in order to truly be a remedy to any problem, must address the 
cause of the problem. Emotional, knee-jerk “fixes” do not work. The com-
mon thread in recent gun violence has been mental illness. Our Senator 
Kelly Ayotte has introduced and supported measures to take this into ac-
count in background checks. Her vote against feel good measures that do 
not take this into account is understandable. The temptation to do some-
thing, anything, in the face of a symptom is very tempting. Thank you, Sen-
ator Ayotte, for standing for effective, real remedies! 

Ken Jones
Amherst 

Increase Access to Medicaid   
Coverage for Cancer Patients 
To the editor:

The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 
strongly encourages New Hampshire to take full advantage of the federal 
funds available to provide thousands of families managing a chronic dis-
ease like cancer with lifesaving health coverage through the Medicaid pro-
gram.   

The federal government will pay 100% of the cost of expanding access 
to Medicaid coverage in the first three years, and no less than 90% of the 
cost beginning in 2020.  Increasing access to Medicaid coverage could save 
the state millions of taxpayer dollars that are currently used to treat unin-
sured people in emergency rooms. These savings can only be realized if the 
Governor and the Legislature accept the federal dollars available for this 
purpose.   

We have the opportunity to cover 58,000 low-income Granite Staters, 
providing them the security of quality health coverage so they can see a 
doctor regularly and get lifesaving cancer screenings and treatment when 
they need it, without facing huge medical bills. We can also significantly re-
duce the number of uninsured with incomes at or below 133% of the federal 
poverty level ($30,657 for a family of four) who know they are one diagnosis 
away from financial ruin. 

Increased coverage will help to improve public health and reduce the 
cancer burden in New Hampshire. ACS CAN urges policymakers in New 
Hampshire to accept the money to cover more people and save taxpayer 
dollars by fully expanding access to Medicaid coverage. 
  

Amy Chapman, Amherst
Volunteer, American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) 

An Open Letter to the Amherst 
Cemetery Trustees
To the editor:

The Town of Amherst, once the center of New Hampshire, is looking a 
little tarnished.  In recent months, the citizens of Amherst have watched a 
Selectman resign, another official suspended (then re-instated) and a State 
Representative apologize for grossly misspeaking.  Mistakes are made, 
amends are made and, hopefully, we can move forward dealing with the 
serious issues that the town and state face.

That won’t be so easy when the recreation area known as Cemetery Fields 
is permanently replaced with the headstones of a few. Why? You never told 
us why? It appears as though you want to and you have the power to do it. 
Is that what leaders do?

At the May 6th Community Information session that you held on the 
issue of Cemetery Fields, an Amherst resident spoke about leadership 
and made the following statement to the Trustees, “I am asking you to be 
leaders in this town and demonstrate leadership.  And sometimes, I have 
learned this in my own life, sometimes it’s hard to look in the mirror and 
meet the test of am I serving the greater need, am I taking the path of least 
resistance or, in the face of overwhelming community support, am I willing 
and big enough to open up my mind to the possibilities. I think you are.”

Prior to this resident’s statements, previous questioners heard responses 
from the Cemetery Triumvirate along the lines of, “that’s the Rec. Depart-
ment’s area,” or, “we won’t respond to that.” Is that how leaders answer di-
rect questions?

You three elected officials of the Cemetery Trust, so far, have chosen not 
to lead at a time when our Town of Amherst needs leadership.  You have 
the State issued Handbook for Cemetery Trustees to go by, there are viable 
options confirmed by the State of New Hampshire Assistant Director of 
Charitable Trusts, and there is overwhelming support from the communi-
ty, the actual living, breathing citizens of Amherst, for Cemetery Fields to 
remain open space for recreation.  This is a moment for Amherst to shine 
as the little gem in southern New Hampshire it once was and can be again.  
The resident that spoke earlier closed his statements with this, “You can 
choose to be leaders on this if you want to.” 

We’re talking about kids and playing fields. Give all of us someone to look 
up to by coming to the table to generate a compromise that helps the entire 
town retain the recreation area while planning the creation of the Forest 
View Cemetery.

Thank you for your service and consideration of this matter.

Patrick Ahearn
Amherst

7th Annual Taste For a Cure for  
CF a Great Success!
To the editor,

We would like to thank all our friends who helped make the 7th Annual 
taste For a Cure for CF a great success! A great night was had by all and we 
raised over $120,000 for the Cystic fibrosis Foundation. The night would 
not have been possible if it was not for the generosity of many, many peo-
ple! Firstly the committee who has been working so hard since last April 
to ensure the event was spectacular. Thanks a million to Heather Crowe, 
Symantha Gates, Jennifer Grunbeck, Kathy MacPhee, Jo-Ellen Redmond 
and Anne Spencer, the attention to details such as how bows were tied and 
making sure every auction item was on a PowerPoint presentation ensured 
that the night went perfectly.

The food and beverages this year was second to none, Taste would not 
happen without the continuing support of the local restaurants, beverage 
and food businesses that participated. A huge thank-you to the following 
restaurants and businesses who joined us this year- A&E Custom Coffee 
Roastery, bluAqua Restaurant and Bar, Buckley’s Great Steaks, Cupcakes 
101, Firefly American Bistro & Bar, Frederick’s Pastries, Great State Bev-
erage, Greenhouse Catering, Labelle Winery, Micheles Gourmet Popcorn, 
Orchard Street Chop Shop, The Peddler’s Daughter, Piccola Italia Ristoran-
te, Purple Wine Company, Ryly’s Gourmet Catering, Wentworth By The 
Sea, The Yard Restaurant, and Zorvino Vineyards.

Our sponsors are amazing, their generosity gives us hope for a cure for 
cystic fibrosis. The Presenting Sponsors for Taste this year were Arthur and 
Joan Bourgue of  Survs Up. Our other sponsors were RiverStone Resources, 
Pegasystems, U.S. Trust, Quirk Auto Dealership, Hampshire Fire Protec-
tion, Lexus of Manchester, Mass Mutual and Dovetail Dental Associates. 
The room at Executive Banqueting Facility looked amazing thanks to the 
flowers donated by Amherst Garden Center.  We were entertained by the 
BYPC Jazz combo, WZID 95.7’s Mike Morin, and DJ, Mr. Porter Dodge. 
Volunteers from Souhegan High School, and Kohl’s ensured the everything 
went smoothly that night! Bedford Photographer Debbie Ellis did a fan-
tastic job taking photos throughout the evening.  Many local businesses 
donated wonderful auction items for our silent auction – we had over 120 
items, ranging from weekends away to autographed sports memorabilia!! A 
huge thank-you to the staff of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, in particular 
Jenna O’Brien, who work tirelessly to find a cure for cystic fibrosis.

 A very special thank-you to Jennifer and Bob Grunbeck and the Grun-
beck Family foundation for their outstanding generosity, they are wonder-
ful friends who make this event possible.

 And lastly and most importantly, thank-you to our guests who bought 
tickets, purchased auction items and contributed to Bid For a Cure, we are 
forever grateful for your support. Although there is no cure for Cystic Fi-
brosis, your support at Taste helps fund research that gives us hope that 
there will be a cure for Rosie in the near future. We are forever grateful for 
your support.  For CF news check out: www.rosiesroses.yolasite.com

 The Garvey Family
Amherst
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