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Town NewsEvents Calendar
Vendors and Crafters Needed!!

First time ever: Craft/Vendor event - vendors and crafters needed!!
If you’re interested in setting up during this craft/vendor fair at Saint Patrick’s 

Church, Milford, NH on Saturday, June 15th from 9 am - 1 pm.  Please email 
Wendy at wlboucher@comcast.net or call me at 673-3016. Please don’t call the 
church. Tables will be $60.

We will be having a raffle table and a bake sale as well!!  The weather is getting 
nicer so it’s gonna bring the peeps out!! 

Great way to boost your sales.  9 spots Left!! SAVE YOURS TODAY!!

Join Amherst Farmers Market 2013
The Amherst Farmers Market is gearing up for its 2013 season!  We are looking 

for new farmers and vendors of NH made or grown products.  The market is held 
on Thursdays, June-Sept., 3-6pm, on the Village Common.  Please contact Karina 
for more information.  karina.bertrand@gmail.com.  www.amherstmarket.com.  
Like us on Facebook.

2013 Tuesday Concerts on the Green 
The Recreation Department is happy to announce that it will again sponsor 

Tuesday Concerts on the Green this summer. We hope that you will join us! You’re 
invited to come early and choose your spot.  Picnic baskets are welcome and with 
a blanket or chairs you will be ready to enjoy the entertainment!

In the event of rain, an alternate location for the concert will be posted on our 
website and on our Facebook page (Amherst Recreation Department) the day of 
the concert.
• Tuesday June 18 @6:30 on the Town Common- The Amoskeag Strummers
• Tuesday June 25 @7:00 on the Town Common- The Amherst Town Band
• Tuesday July 2 @ Bean Field (next to Souhegan HS) 6:30 Family Pick-Up 

Games, including Wiffleball, Soccer and  Beach Ball Volleyball                                                                                                                     
• 8:45 Outdoor Movie - Movie TBA
• Tuesday July 9 @6:30 on the Town Common-UNH’s Little Red Wagon presents 

“Into the Grimm”
• Tuesday July 16 @7:00 on the Town Common- The Amherst Town Band
• Tuesday July 30 @6:00 location TBA- WZID Block Party
• Tuesday August 6 @6:30 on the Town Common- The Bedford Big Band

All programs are free of charge

Newcomers Club Welcomes New Members
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Historic Amherst

“Manufactures” in Amherst   
(and Mont Vernon) in 1832

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Did you wonder, as you read Walk-
ing Tours of Amherst Village (2010) 
by the Historical Society of Amherst, 
how the authors discovered the num-
ber of employees and monthly wages 
of the whip factory (p. 31), saddle mak-
er (p. 28), and furniture maker (p. 60) 
in 1832?

In response to a resolution of the 
U.S. House of Representatives on 19 
January 1832, the federal government 
required a survey of the “manufac-
tures” in all towns in all states. In the 
resulting report published in 1833, 
there is an entire page devoted to Am-
herst, New Hampshire, and also 2.5 
pages on Mont Vernon, 6 pages on 
Milford. What a treasure trove for his-
torical researchers! Not only does it 
provide an economic snapshot of our 
town, but also a means to compare 
Amherst to other places. 

In Amherst, the report covered 2 whip 
manufactories, tannery, shoe business, sad-
dlery, blacksmith(s), cabinet maker, lead pipe 
manufactory, and carriage business. Top wag-
es for skilled mechanics (journeymen trades-
men) were $25 per month for saddle maker (2 
employees), shoe business (6 empl.), tanner (1 
empl.), and pipe manufacturer (2 empl.); fol-
lowed by $24/month for blacksmith (6 empl.) 
and wheelwright (3 empl.), these employees 
all being men. Curiously, the 3 employees of 
the cabinet maker were only paid $15/month 
(assuming that’s not a typo). The whip facto-
ries employed the greatest number of workers, 
both men and women! Melendy & David em-
ployed 16 men at $18 and 9 women at $8.25 
per month, and Timothy Danforth (1778-
1855) employed 6 men at $16 and 4 women 
at $8. (For comparison, agricultural labor-
ers earned from 60 to 75 cents per day, board 
included, in the summer, and from $9-$12/
month by the year.)

Whip factories:  Samuel B. Melendy (1799-
1877) & Barnabas B. David (1802-1883), whose 
partnership lasted 50 years, formed their firm 
in 1821 in Boston, moved to leased quarters 
in Amherst in the south part of town in 1823, 
and in 1831 bought the drug store at 110 Bos-
ton Post Road in the Village and remodeled it 
for their factory. Capital $4000; manufactures 

$20,000; materials half American; refused to 
state profits, surveyor estimated 50% for past 
ten years. M&D were taxed on “stock in trade” 
(presumably average inventory) of $550 in 
1831, $500 in 1832, $2000 in 1833, compara-
ble to the stock value of a general store, where-
as Danforth, who began whip making in 1828, 
carried taxable stock of $100 in early 1830s, 
except only $50 in 1832, which was compara-
ble to a typical mechanic’s shop. Danforth’s 
capital was $3000; manufactures $7000; prof-
it 10%.

Tannery:  Capital $1200; manufactured 
articles $2000; profit 30%. The tan yard of 
Isaac Chickering Sr. (1770-1838) was located 
since 1796 at the foot of Mack Hill Road, west 
side, with multiple vats and the bark mill’s 
huge water wheel on the north bank of Bea-
ver Brook; Sr. resided in the cape at 15 Mack 
Hill Road which he bought in 1804. By 1832, 
Jr. (1801-1857) was running the tannery. He 
paid 11 cents per pound for calf skins in 1831. 
His taxable stock in trade was higher than any 
other tradesman, rivaling big stores; in 1833, 
$2482 for Jr. and $600 for Sr.

Lead pipe factory:  Capital $1000; manuf. 
articles $5000 per year; material half Amer-
ican; profit 20%. Though unnamed, this was 
surely Cyrus Eastman (1787-1862), who was 
taxed on stock in trade of $100/year. He began 
as a watch-maker, but patented his invention 

of a machine for rolling metal pipes 
in 1818. He furnished “aqueducts” to 
Manchester when it began to be built 
up, and pipes and pumps for Massa-
chusetts railroad companies.

Blacksmiths:  Capital $1000; man-
ufactures $2800; materials one quar-
ter American; profit 25%. The pro-
prietor(s) are unnamed, but in April 
1832, George Kinson (1800-1867) 
was taxed on stock in trade valued at 
$40 and Peter E. Smith stock of $100; 
the following year Kinson’s stock was 
$200 and Smith’s $100. Smith had 
leased a blacksmith shop at 2 Cross 
Street from 1823 to 1829, which Kin-
son bought in April 1829 and ran un-
til 1843.

Carriage maker:  Capital $1000; 
manufactures $1500; materials 7/8 
American; profit 20%. Though un-
named, this was David Underhill 
(1799-1840), a wheelwright who had 
learned his trade in the shop of re-

nowned coach-maker Lewis Downing in 
Concord, and was postmaster. He resided at 
3 Church Street, where he built the present 
house c. 1830. He carried stock valued at $100.

Shoe and boot makers:  Capital $1300; 
manufactures $2700; profit 10%. David Russell 
(1797-1882) and Charles Porter (1796-1832) 
both set up shop in town in 1820. Porter’s tax-
able stock in trade was valued $200 in 1831; 
Russell’s was $200 in 1831 and 1832, $400 in 
1833 (momentary lack of competition?), $300 
in 1834. When Porter died young, his estate 
auctioned 50 pairs of men’s, women’s and chil-
dren’s shoes plus some men’s thick boots.

Cabinet shop:  Capital $1000, manufactur-
ers $2,500; profit 6 per cent; materials about 
one-fifth American. Ephraim Blanchard (Sr., 
1778-1841) was taxed on stock of $150 in 1831, 
$100 in 1833. 

Saddlery:  Capital $400; manufactures 
$1000; profit 6 per cent; materials nine-tenths 
American. Thomas M. Dickey (1785-1846), 
saddle and harness maker, had a two-story 
shop at the west side of 6 Main Street since 
1814; and resided at 16 Main St. He was taxed 
on stock valued at $125 in 1830; $40 in 1832; 
$80 in 1833. 

Amherst Town Band 2013 Summer Schedule
DATe TiMe Venue
Saturday, June 15  7 PM Concert to benefit Humane Society for  

Greater Nashua, Greeley Park, Nashua
Tuesday, June 25 7 PM Town Common, Amherst
Wednesday, July 3 8 PM Independence Day Concert with fireworks 

Souhegan High School football field
Thursday, July 4 10:30 AM Fourth of July parade, Amherst
Saturday, July 13 7 PM Concert on the Bandstand, York Beach, 

Maine
Tuesday, July 16 7 PM Town Common, Amherst
Wednesday, July 31 7 PM Emerson Park, Milford
Friday, August 16 7 PM Greeley Park, Nashua

Amherst Lions Club
2013 Amherst Citizen of the Year 

Nomination Form
The Amherst Lions Club is once again honored to select the Am-

herst Citizen of the Year (COTY). The Amherst community is for-
tunate to have many worthy citizens to select from. Please take time 
and fill in the attached form with your COTY nomination and send 
it to the Lions address shown on the form by June 17th. Some guide-
lines you may consider are listed below. 

Example guidelines that may be considered
1. Time spent and the benefit resulting to the town in general.
Can cover any time period, can be supported by additional letters 

or endorsements from other Amherst citizens.
2. Town Affiliations and Organizations
Resident of Town of Amherst elected officials may not be selected 

while holding office.
3. Not for profit organizations or volunteer groups that benefit 

the town
Examples: food programs, garden clubs, Santa program, youth 

programs, medical work, etc
4. Include impacts on the citizens and town of Amherst.
Please return the completed form and any attachments by June 

17, 2013 to:
 Amherst Lions Club
 P.O. Box 1105
 Amherst, NH 03031

The Amherst Citizen of the Year will be announced and award 
presented at Amherst’s July 4th activities.

Amherst Citizen of the Year 2013 Nomination Form

Person you are nominating:
Name:  _____________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________
Your Name, Address, Telephone NUmber:
Name:  _____________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________

Telephone (H)_____________________(C) ________________________

Provide a short discussion why the person you are nominating 
should be chosen as the Amherst Citizen of the Year 2013. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

You may attach additional pages as needed.

George Kinson House – 118 Boston Post Road. Kinson 
(1800-1867), a blacksmith, bought the land in June 
1831, built this house, and occupied it until 1843. He 
also owned two blacksmith shops at 2 Cross Street.

Continued on page 6  u

 THE AREA’S LEADING REMODELING CONTRACOR! 
 A Few of The Services We Provide: 

• Ice / Water Damage Repair
• Finish Carpentry
• Doors & Windows, Custom Work
• Finish Basements
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Design Services
• Decks, Handyman Services & More!

 603.566.4739

 Building & Remodeling 
    Vo ted  ‘Bes t  o f  So uh ega n  Va l le y  ‘ 200 9 ,  20 10  &  2 012 ! ’

  Please Visit Us at:   www.CMGBuildingandRemodeling.com

Taking an Organic apprOach TO Landscaping

amherst, nh
603-913-7151
iLandscapenh.com

AN ANgie’s List CoNtrACtor

We design, build and maintain beautiful outdoor 
living spaces that are healthy for you and safe 

for the environment... Free consultations!
Landscape Lighting

Compost Topdressing
Mowing

Irrigation
Water Features
Retaining Walls

Paver Patios & Walks

“Thanks for keeping 
your business local”

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Just Call Me 
“Friday!”

(or Monday, or Tuesday, or 
Wednesday, even Thursday!) 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Painting
C o l l i n s   B r o t h e r s   P a i n t i n g   C o .

Painting
C o l l i n s   B r o t h e r s   P a i n t i n g   C o .

interior • exterior
20 Years exPerience

affordable | Free estimates | insured | Lead Certified

603-886-0668

www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm, Sat. 8-Noon

We Fix ScreenS!
We Make ScreenS!

*Window Screens
*Porch Screens
*Pet Resistant Screens
*Sliding Door Screens
*Clear View Retractable Screens

Work done in our shop 
or at your home.

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.

WE FIX SCREENS! 
WE MAKE SCREENS!

141 Daniel Webster Hwy, Merrimack

603-889-0212
Open: Mon-Fri  7:30--5:30; Sat. 8-noonwww.marvellplateglass.com

NEED THEM IN A HURRY? 

– NO PROBLEM. 

NO LONG WAITS!

Stop by our showroom: 


