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AMHERST - The Historical Society of Amherst, 
NH, is pleased to welcome author Ann Covell to Am-
herst for a discussion of her new book “Jane Pierce – 
Her Family, Life, and Times.”

This exciting program takes place Mon-
day, June 3rd, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in The 
Means Mansion at One Pierce Lane on 
the village common. Attendees will en-
joy light refreshments and a tour of the 
mansion including a visit to the histor-
ic parlor where Jane married the future 
President Franklin Pierce in 1834, and 
a viewing of original textiles worn by 
Jane Pierce.

English author Ann Covell will then 
bring this memorable First Lady to life with 
a discussion of her extensive research and new 
book, which will be on sale and available for sign-
ing. Jane Means Appleton spent part of her youth in 
Amherst before she met Franklin Pierce and witnessed 
his subsequent victory in the 1852 Presidential Elec-
tion. The political triumph, which Jane Pierce never 
sought, was soon marred by personal tragedy when the 
couple’s 11-year-old son Benny was killed in their sight 
during a railroad accident. Jane’s famed “Dear Benny” 
letter will be on loan from the New Hampshire Histor-

ical Society and available for viewing.
Benny’s death, other White House tragedies, and her 

own ill health made it difficult for Jane Pierce to play 
the role of a traditional First Lady. But she per-

severed with a quiet dignity that impressed 
those who knew her including Mrs. Robert 

E. Lee who called her “a refined, extreme-
ly religious and well educated lady.” “I 
have known many of the ladies of the 
White House,” Mrs. Lee wrote in a 
private letter,” none more truly excel-
lent than the afflicted wife of President 
Pierce.” Now, Ann Covell will give us a 

chance to know Jane and her family as 
well.
Tickets for this one-time event are $30 

for HSA members and $35 for non members. 
All proceeds will go to fund the Historical Society 

of Amherst’s Marion Young scholarship, which sup-
ports the studies of Amherst residents pursuing higher 
education in the field of history. Please RSVP to Tra-
cy Veillette at 673-4856 or tveillette@aol.com. Checks 
may be made out to HSANH and mailed to Treasurer, 
PO Box 717, Amherst, NH 03031.

This program is ONLY accessible via a set of steep 
stairs.

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes 

are drop in, we love to see you when 
you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from 
birth to 24 mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  
Next session meets: May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and June 7.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meets Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: April 
30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, and June 4. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Thursday morn-
ings at 10:00am, and Thursday afternoons at 1:00pm. 
Next session meets: May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 and June 6.
Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub 1 (for kids in grades 2-3 and parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On May 8, club members gathered to discuss 
Mr Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater. We had a 
great time, talked about our favorite books for the year, 
and said our goodbyes until next fall…Come in and talk 
to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining next year!

 Jr. Bookclub 2 (for kids in grades 3-4 and par-
ents) meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  On May 15, club members will discuss The 
Great Turkey Walk by Kathleen Karr. Come in and talk 
to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th 
and 6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday 

of each month at 6:30 to talk about 
the newest fiction titles that we’ve 
all been reading—then Miss Sarah 
passes these opinions on to the Great 

Stone Face Committee at the state 
level.  We’re an opinionated group 

that loves to read---and loves to talk 
about what we’re reading! We are wind-

ing down to the end of our year—on April 
3rd, each member brought in a list of their 

top three favorites from the books we read this 
year.  In May, we learned the titles of next-year’s Great 
Stone Face list, a said a fond farewell until next year.  If 
you’ll be entering grades 5 or 6 in the fall, please talk to 
Miss Sarah if you’d like to join our group in October!

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club (for 7th – 9th 
graders) gather on the 4th Wednesday of each month to 
share opinions about the newest YA fiction titles we’re 
reading.  On May 2, we got together here at the library 
to watch The Hobbit and eat pizza--it was a great time!  
We’ll have one last meeting on Wednesday, May 29.  
If you love to read, and love to talk about what you’re 
reading, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested.
Tuesday May 28  Bonjour Les Kids!

Join Madame Thenin for a 45-minute exploration of 
French language, songs, activities, and a simple craft. 
Come experience some “Joie de vivre!” with this intro-
duction to all things French!

For kids ages 3-8.
Please register online at www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Please include child’s age in the ‘name’ field when 

registering.

It’s About Conservation

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Grater Woods Trail Described 
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

The first section of the Grater Woods Trail 
(GWT) is ready for walkers to explore and enjoy.  
It is still a work in progress with the north section 
to Pond Parish Town Forest incomplete while the 
Amherst Conservation Commission attempts to 
negotiate a trail agreement with one landowner.  
The portion of the trail now open was complet-
ed thanks to many hours of effort by a Souhegan 
Community Service Crew, volunteers and ACC 
Commissioners.

Today the GWT begins at the new trailhead and 
parking area on Grater Road which at this point is 
a Class VI Road.  This means it receives no main-
tenance by Town DPW crews.  The dirt section is 
maintained by the abutting landowner at his ex-
pense.  The road is scheduled to be gated at the 
town line by Merrimack a short distance beyond 
the GW trailhead. Please do not park beyond the 
trailhead parking area.

Cross Grater Road from the trailhead kiosk.  In 
100’ turn left to the cleared field.  Please stay with-
in the designated viewing area and trail.  The field 
is a conservation restoration area.  Take time to 
enjoy the view of New Hampshire’s southern tier 
stretching from North Pack Monadnock Moun-
tain south along the Temple Range.

Follow the white-blazed trail downhill beside 
the woods on the north edge of the field.  Turn left 
part way down the hill to-
wards the woods and onto 
an old woods road.  At 0.3 
miles from the trailhead 
reach the lowest elevation 
on the trail.  Turn left up-
hill.

[Here the old woods 
road continues straight 
for 200 yards to a group 
of outstanding white 
pines.  These are grow-
ing where waters of the 
long-gone Converse Mill Pond once lapped.  Now 
the area is being reclaimed by the forest.]

Follow the GWT uphill.  Several more pines 
are passed marked with a red paint stripe.  These 
trees were marked for logging before the Amherst 
Land Trust intervened and acquired this section 
of Grater Woods.  The ALT has chosen the ACC to 
manage the land and trails on it.

Part way up to the ridge line the trail skirts a 
small vernal pool, home to forest amphibians.  
Emerge into a more open area above a rocky slope, 
housing several porcupines. Note the trimmed and 
stunted hemlocks in the area which porky pruned 
for supper.   At 0.5 miles turn right and descend 
slightly to the Bluff Head viewpoint and the end of 
the Grater Woods Trail - South Section.  The view 
extends from North Pack Monadnock Mountain 
south to Mount Watatic in Massachusetts.

Retrace the blazed route back to the Grater Road 
trailhead.  An alternate return trail is being nego-
tiated with the Merrimack Conservation Commis-
sion but is not ready for hiker use at this time.

South Grater Woods Trail Description
Trail length – Grater Road to Bluff Head 0.5 miles
Maximum elevation change  163 feet
Trail slopes     8.4% average; 35% maximum

Author Ann Covell to Discuss “Jane Pierce—Her 
Family, Life and Times” at The Means Mansion

Amherst Historical Society

ing and fabric workshops to learn 
new techniques.  Cheryl grew up in 
Columbus, Ohio which was a city 
surrounded by farms and has lived 
in New Hampshire since 1996.

“I have recently rekindled my love 
of textiles and have been making 
fabric collages and mini art quilts 
as a side to my painting.  My art as-
pires to convey a sense of calm or 
reflection of the landscape around 
me as well as patterns and history 
found in everyday objects.  I’m in-
spired by the colors in nature, lo-
cally grown food, old textiles and 
the outdoors.  I think that viewers 
respond to my work because it de-
picts familiar things in an unusual 
medium.”

Cheryl has a great interest in 
land preservation, organic farming 
and supports local farms and arti-
sans, themes that are often reflect-
ed in her work. She is inspired by 
the natural beauty of New England, 
local farms, and farmers markets.  
Cheryl also paints in oil because 
she loves the richness of its color 
and is in awe of the French painters 
Corot and Monet for the way they 
handled light and color and Vincent 
Van Gogh for his perseverance and 
commitment to his art. Come meet 
Cheryl on Sunday, June 9th from 2 
to 4pm at on the main floor of the 
Amherst Town Library during a re-
ception surrounded by her collages.  

“Lemon Collage” by Cheryl Z. Miller 

Low maintenance, energy efficient detached  
condos from NH’s premier builder, Stabile Homes 

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Low Maintenance Living. 
Single Family Privacy. 

50% off  
sunroom, our 
most popular 

option!* 

*On most floor plans for a limited time only 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000

and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

You might even be tempted to crack a grin yourself.
Looking for a solid investment with short-term flexibility? Earn 0.80% APY*  
on a 13 month certificate or IRA certificate. Smile with the confidence  
that your money is federally insured to at least $250,000 by the NCUA in a  
certificate offered by a credit union rated “Five-Stars” for 18 consecutive  
years.** Bellwether—Where Easy Adds Up.

Available for a limited time only, so act quickly. Open your certificate today!

Give your money 
something to  
smile about.

For more information on this great rate call 
or visit a Bellwether branch!

1(866) 996-9828
BCCU.org

APY*

13 Month Certificate

LIMITED TIME OFFER

*Advertised Annual Percentage Yield (APY) includes a .20% bonus for having a BCCU Platinum Loyalty Rewards Checking account. Certificates without 
a BCCU checking account would be eligible for a dividend rate .20% less than advertised. $500 minimum required to open certificate and obtain stated 
APY. Penalty for early withdrawal. Federally insured to at least $250,000 by the NCUA. APY as of 5/13/2013 and subject to change at any time.

**Rating by Bauer Financial, Inc. (bauerfinancial.com), the nation’s leading independent financial institution rating firm. 

0.80%

Locally 
Owned & 

Fully 
Insured

603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

adfa

GIFT SEASON AHEAD
Shop local & think unique 
for weddings, grads & dads

�
Now on view:

SAILING HOME!
MARINE PAINTINGS

18TH C. TO PRESENT

�

323 Elm Street, Milford NH
603-673-8499

nhantiquecoop.com
Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine�Celebrating

30 years!

u Library Art Show   continued from page 1


