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Amherst Garden Center   
Announces Workshops

The Amherst Garden Center will be conducting a series of work-
shops in the herb greenhouse this season at their location on Rte 
101 in Amherst. The first workshop will be “Creating Living Herb-
al Wreaths” and although our first session on Wed May 29 is full, 
we are adding an additional day on Wed, June 5 from 9-11AM. For 
registration, or to be added to our e-mail list for notification of up-
coming workshops, please contact Jan at 603-673-3008 or send an 
email: johnagc@comcast.net.

Other Businesses
The report for Amherst stated, 

“the other branches are small, as 
they must be in villages like this, 
where there is no water power.” 
To round out our understanding 
of the economic situation in Am-
herst, here are non-professional 
and non-agricultural occupations 
of 1832 that weren’t counted in the 
report. There were 4 storekeepers 
in April 1832: Robert Read (stock of 
the past year assessed at $1800), Da-
vid McG. Means ($1500), Charles 
L. Stewart ($1200), and Ephraim 
Blanchard Jr. ($600); when the next 
tax invoice rolled around, the line-
up of traders was Stewart & [Aaron] 
Lawrence ($3500), Bixby & Tupper 
($3300), D. MG. Means ($2500), 
and E. Blanchard Jr. ($1900). New-
ell Dean & partners, proprietors of 
the Boston, Amherst, and Wind-
sor Mail Stage, kept 10 horses for 
their coaches in 1832; the next year 
increased to 16 horses valued at 
$1052 and 4 carriages at $444. Sam-
uel Nutt, one of two tavern own-
ers, in 1832 kept 3 horses and a gig 
& chaise. Tim Danforth dabbled in 
a livery stable (rent-a-horse-and-
buggy) in the fall of 1832, offering 
6 good horses, 3 chaises, 2 plea-

sure wagons, and 5 sleighs “to be 
let” at his stable (presumably by his 
house at 117 BPR) until they could 
be sold, and thus was taxed in 1833 
on 4 horses and 3 carriages. Richard 
Boylston (1782-1857), printer at 1 
Carriage Road, paid taxes on stock 
valued $600 in 1832, $200 in 1833. 
There were two millinery shops: At 
the SW corner of Main & Middle 
Streets was Mrs. Sarah Low Ben-
den (1783-1851), who ran her busi-
ness for three decades in the Village 
and was married to a tailor, both to-
gether taxed on stock valued $400 
in 1831, $750 in 1833. Miss Eliza R. 
Ridgway kept a shop at 97 BPR (for-
merly the Wakefield sisters’) from 
1832-’34, while her pa James rent-
ed the house and ran a watch and 
jewelry shop “opposite the bank,” 
for which he was taxed on stock of 
$500 (perhaps some of that was for 
her goods). R. G. Goss (c.1805-1890), 
the baker who built bakehouse at 19 
Middle Street in 1832 while living 
in duplex next door, was taxed on 
$100 of stock in 1833.

Not a single taxpayer outside of 
the Village was taxed on stock in 
trade in 1832, but not all businesses 
were in the town centre. Ebenezer 
Taylor Sr. (1761-1835), a clothier, 

owned his fulling mill on Beaver 
Brook one mile south of the Village 
since age 23 in 1784, and built his 
house at 6 Ponemah Road c. 1788. 
Eleazer Rhoads (Jr., 1771-1855) 
made bricks in his kiln south of the 
Village at 232 Boston Post Road, 
which he bought in 1828 while he 
was still tavernkeeper at 244 BPR. 
Rhoads partnered in May 1832 with 
Henry Tolman Jr. (1809-1892), who 
“bake[d] the earthen pots for folks 
to bake the beans in.” A number of 
other, smaller-scale industries in the 
Cricket Corner area were also men-
tioned in the poem “Our Neighbor-
hood” by school teacher Eben Tay-
lor Jr., March 1834: Amos Upham 
made wooden boxes; Lovejoy made 
powder kegs; Lakeman made “lit-
tle kegs to put the fishes in” [a part-
time cooper?]; Leonard T. [Nichols] 
made wooden things and “pretty 
little busks for all the girls to wear.”

Noticeably absent from the re-
port is a foundry (there had been 
one earlier, and there were two lat-
er, but none at this point) and cot-
ton and wool machine card factory 
of Holmes & White, defunct since 
only a couple years. In 1831, no lon-
ger partners at the end of their local 
businesses, David Holmes had his 
card factory upstairs in the 3-story 
brick block (Cushing’s Folly), stock 
valued at $400; whereas Jonathan 
White owned their former card fac-
tory at 8 Main Street, and still uti-
lized cottage industry (probably 
girls and women), stock $200. 

Amherst’s population in 1830 
(census) was 1657, of which 314 
were men aged 20-60 and 369 were 
women aged 20-60. Teenaged ap-
prentices were an important part of 
the work force but not counted as 
employees.
Milford and Mont Vernon

The towns of Milford and Mont 
Vernon were originally part of Am-
herst, and there were still many fam-
ily ties between these three town, 
and mechanics and merchants who 
moved between the towns.

Our neighbor to the north, Mont 
Vernon, in 1832 hosted: 4 black-
smiths, namely Wm Bruce since 
1814, Wm Cogin 1792, Francis Kid-

der 1829, and Isaac Raymond 1816; 
1 wheelwright, Noah Shattuck since 
1821; 5 coopers, Batchelder since 
1815, Jon. Herrick 1798, Jon. Kend-
all 1813, John Rollins 1798, and J.T. 
Treavill 1812; 3 boot & shoe man-
ufacturers, Moses Newman since 
1823, John Samson 1792, and A. 
Withers 1825; 1 tannery and currier 
shop, Beerd and Starrett since 1828; 
1 cabinet maker, Wm. Conant since 
1827; 1 church organ manufactory, 
Sam. Forest since 1829. The report 
for Mt. V. noted that “many of the 
mechanics in this vicinity are own-
ers of small farms, therefore a por-
tion of their time is employed in ag-
riculture.”

In neighboring Milford, situat-
ed 48 miles from Boston, there was 
a cotton mill and there were 43 
shops in all: 10 shoemakers’ shops, 
3 cabinet-makers’ shops, 1 saddler’s 
shop, 4 blacksmiths’ shops, 1 white-
smith’s shop, 2 wheelwrights’ shops, 
1 clothier’s shop, 18 coopers’ shops, 
1 chair-maker’s shop, 1 ploughmak-
er’s shop, 1 machinist’s shop.
Sources:

“The Manufactures in the Unit-
ed States, collected and transmitted 
to the House of Representatives by 
the Secretary of the Treasury,” U. 
S. Congressional Serial Set, 1833; 
esp. p. 822 in section [Doc. No. 
309], “Document 5 – No. 61 – Am-
herst [N.H.];” Mt. Vernon p. 850-
853; Milford p. 852-857. (Digitized 
on GoogleBooks.) Report on Am-
herst did not include start-up dates 
for businesses. Farm laborer wages 
from report for Hancock.

“Amherst, N.H. Tax Invoices” 
bound volumes for “1820-1832” 
and “1833-1855,” hand-written by 
Town Clerks, stored in Town Hall, 
recorded property of taxpayers, not 
only real estate value but also “stock 
in trade” and livestock and money 
at interest; even men who owned 
nothing were taxpayers, paying the 
poll tax.

Farmers’ Cabinet newspaper of 
Amherst, N.H. searched online in 
America’s Historical Newspapers 
database by NewsBank (originals 
in Wigwam Museum). Dozens of 
deeds.

Amherst Antique Auto Parade on 
the 4th of July

JULY 4th
ANTIQUE  
AUTO PARADE
Amherst, NH

AWARD CATEGORIES for 2013
Best Overall • Best pre-war car 

Best pre-1968 car • Best Convertible
Best performance car

(hot rods, muscle & pony cars)
Most Unusual, Exotic or Interesting

Winners receive a ribbon and a photo of  
their car in the Amherst Citizen.

PRE-REGISTRATION
ENCOURAGED! 

There is a limit of 50 cars. 
For more information, please contact: 

George Coddington at 801-4389
or Noel Ward at 566-0948 

Please email your name, car make,  
year, model, and insurance carrier  

to coddingtong@jae.com.

Proof of liability insurance required. 
Tossing candy or other favors from the  

vehicle is strictly prohibited. 

ROLL OUT YOUR RIDE!
Show off your antique or special interest vehicle  

(over 25 years old) in Amherst’s 4th of July Parade

TIME & PLACE
Thursday, July 4th, 2013 

Parade assembles from 8:30–9:45 AM

at Wilkins School on Boston Post Road. 

Parade steps off at 10:00 AM.  

Parade concludes at Amherst Village Green.

Photos by Noel Ward

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

27 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road  672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer 
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road   672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We NoW HAVe “SuPeR” Soil!

cone at the Tastee Kone ice cream 
shop located at 272 Route 101 in 
Amherst (in the Patio Barn parking 
lot, just a short car ride from any-
where in town).  So, wearing a hel-
met and being safe will not only 
please mom and dad, but will give 
each child a chance to choose from 

34 different flavors of ice cream at 
the end of their ride!  Officers will 
be on the lookout beginning in June.

As we all prepare for a safe and 
fun summer, the Amherst Police 
Department would also like to re-
mind bicyclists and motorists of the 
following important NH state laws:

u Summer Bicycle Safety continued from page 1

Cyrus Eastman House – 4 Middle Street. Inventor of machine for rolling 
pipes and manufacturer of lead pipes, Eastman (1787-1862) bought this 
place in 1844 and occupied until his death.

AMHERST – The town of Am-
herst invites owners of Antique, 
Classic, and Special Interest vehi-
cles 25 years and older to partici-
pate in this year’s 4th of July parade. 

The parade steps off at 10am on 
Thursday, July 4th.   Car owners are 
asked to begin lining up on New 
Boston Road across from Wilkins 
School beginning at 8:30 am and 
not later than 9:30 am. Proof of in-
surance is requested and noted for 
town liability reasons.  To address 
overheating issues, we will ask all 
the older pre-war cars to line up 
first and be right behind the fire 
trucks going first.  Cars will receive 
a high visibility orange windshield 
letter so your name and car can be 
announced properly as you drive by 
the reviewing stand.  Parking for all 

the Antique cars is provided around 
the Amherst green after the parade 
and we encourage owners to park 
and stay for pictures, show off their 
vehicles, and accept their prizes.

There will be six prize categories 
with blue ribbons and your pictures 
in the next months edition of the 
AMHERST CITIZEN. Period out-
fits, banners and kids are always en-
couraged !  Pre-register if possible 
by sending email to coddingtong@
jae.com or calling 801-4389. If you 
cannot pre-register we will get your 
information when you arrive. For 
questions, contact either George 
Coddington at 801-4389 or Noel 
Ward at 566-0948. We look forward 
to good weather and a great turnout 
as always.

Residents of Old Jailhouse Road on August 29, 1890.  Charlie Duval’s 
mother, Esther Hicks, is in the carriage with her parents Dr. and Mrs. H. D. 
Hicks behind. 

The home that once stood at the 5 Old Jailhouse Road location after the fire 
of 1953. It belonged to Winston Hanlon and family at the time.

• Motorists approaching bicyclists shall leave at least 3 feet be-
tween the vehicle and the bicycle when traveling 30 mph or less, 
and one additional foot of clearance for every 10 mph above 30 
mph

• Bicycles may not be operated unless the steering, brakes, tires, 
and other required equipment are in safe condition

• Riders under 16 must wear an approved helmet
• Bicyclists shall wear at least one item of reflective apparel during 

the period from ½ hour after sunset to ½ hour before sunrise
• Bicycles operated at night must have a white headlamp visible 

from 300 feet in front of the bicycle, and a red reflector visible 
from 300 feet to the rear, and the use of a red lamp in addition 
to the red reflector is recommended

• Bicycle riders must follow the same rules of the road that apply 
to drivers of motor vehicles

alapageboutique.com
25 S. River Rd    Bedford, NH

603.622.0550
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u Old Jailhouse Road Reunion   continued from page 1

(now owned by Ulla Johnson and 
Charlie Mabie); Margaret Gray of 
6 Old Jailhouse from 1962 to 1976 
(now owned by Nancy Tarpley); 
and Marnie Magoon of 3 Manches-
ter Road from 1966 to 2003 (now 
owned by Brian and Alice Handw-
erk).

John and Dave Hanlon were also 
in attendance. As children they lived 
in a house at the end of Jail Ave. that 
was destroyed by fire in 1953. Dave 
was at home at the time and he and 
his mother were lucky to have es-
caped with their lives. This house 
had once stood between Lee and 
Roberta Harrington’s new house at 
5 Church Street and Sandy Brad-

bury’s house at 7 Church Street and 
was at some point after 1910 moved 
to its Jailhouse Road location. After 
the fire, another house was built on 
this site which is now owned by Mi-
chelle Huxtable.

The old jail, which stood at the 
end of that road for nearly a centu-
ry, was dismantled in the late 1800s 
and much of its granite was used 
for bridges and culverts throughout 
Amherst. Fire has certainly ravaged 
the area over the years, but three of 
the five houses with an official Old 
Jailhouse Road address remain – 
looking much as they did when the 
old jail was housing prisoners. 

Town News

u “Manufactures” in Amherst (and Mont Vernon) in 1832   continued from page 4


