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AMHERST - At the left of the en-
trance to Amherst Middle School, 
four stained wooden benches wait 
for students to sit and learn. Facing 
those benches, to the right, a new 
outdoor stage is ready for their per-
formances.

The new stage – built as a tandem 
teacher, student and community ef-
fort on Saturday, May 18 – is the lat-
est addition to the ongoing project 
of the Outdoor Classroom, begun 
in 2011 and continually carried out 
with efforts from Amherst Middle 
School students and faculty as well 
as generous community donations 
from the Amherst Garden Club, the 
Junior Women’s Club and the Am-
herst Middle School Student Coun-
cil. 

On May 18, Home Improvement 
Concepts, a Wilton-based company 
owned by Rich Farrington, showed 
up on AMS grounds to construct 
the stage with the help of Amherst 
Middle School teachers Dick Vas-

sar, Peter Desnoyers, Amy Hanson, 
Amanda Rogers, Jayma Robinson, 
and K. L. Kimner as well as Am-
herst Middle School Principal Por-
ter Dodge. AMS Student Council 
had raised the money for the mate-
rials, and the stage was construct-
ed that day. The stage is part of the 
Class of 2013’s gift to Amherst Mid-
dle School and part of the ongoing 
project to build the Outdoor Class-
room.

The Outdoor Classroom began 
as “a healthy place for kids to have 
hands-on science experiences,” said 
Amherst Middle School Teacher 
Linda Farrington. “It started with 
the 7th grade gardens and green-
house, and then it grew to more of a 
beautification/Outdoor Classroom 
project.” The gardens and green-
house were built in the spring of 
2011; the benches in front of school 
in 2012.

“The benches are a peaceful place 
for kids to read and a place to in-
spire children to read and write,” 
said Linda Farrington.

“Kids learn best when they are 
actively involved in the learning 
process,” said Corey White, AMS 
Science Teacher and an active par-
ticipant in the Outdoor Classroom. 
“The school garden provides an en-
vironment where students with 
various skills can come together to 

contribute to the same project. They 
can all feel good about their own in-
dividual contribution.”

The stage is already booked for 
the upcoming AMS Greek Week 
in Grade Six – the sixth graders 
plan to stain it and use it for their 
plays. The Eighth Grade Barbeque 
will also take place in the Outdoor 
Classroom area. Teachers are al-
ready planning impromptu use in 
the meantime for classroom perfor-
mances.

“The stage is big enough for chairs 
and has a chalkboard background 
that washes easily,” said Linda Far-
rington. “Students can draw scen-
ery with sidewalk chalk, or teachers 
could use it to teach a lesson.”

The safe, sweet beauty of the Out-
door Classroom grows slowly and 
surely, much like Amherst Mid-
dle School students – the ultimate 
backbone and impetus of this com-
munity-based and teacher initiated 
project.

Souhegan High School Teacher Receives UNH  
Outstanding Mentorship Award

School News

Employment Recruiter Visits 
Souhegan High School

New officers of the PTSA met to begin preparations for the 2013-2014 school year.
Back row:  Colleen Lynch; past secretary & treasurer, Eileen Duval; Directory, Barb Baum; Vice-President; Heather 
Ignaszewski; Treasurer, Maggie Boyea; Teacher Appreciation Front row:  Zoe Quindazzi-Illacqua; past president, 
Sharon Fredette; Secretary, and  Bonez Cruz; President. Missing from picture are: Sammy Devine; teacher appre-
ciation, Lisa Eastman; Hospitality, Jay Marciano; Directory, Denise Jacobs, Registration 

Souhegan Valley Chamber Interview Contest

SHS Community Service Day – May 10th  

Amherst Middle School Builds Outdoor Stage For Outdoor Classroom

Top AMS Teacher Selected To Nationwide “Dream Team”

(L to R):  Rich Hart, Vince Tom, SHS Science teacher, Jim Callahan, Jeff Johansen, Gabe Cruz, Lloyd Mosher, Cam 
Kinney, Brendan Amadon, Bill Wichman and Jon Geis. 

(L to R):  Mary Beth Sareault, Dina Pitsas, Colleen McLaughlin, Jenn Cui, Greg Snow, Naomi Raices, Robby Finan; 
Not present: Ben Smith 

Jillian Walsh, The Nagler Group with Joe Lauer ‘16

Students on Team 9C are cur-
rently studying economics and the 
ways that economic systems impact 
their everyday lives.  On a recent 
field trip to America’s Credit Union 
Museum in Manchester, students 
generated an employment profile, 
navigated through various scenar-
ios, and attempted to maintain a 
budget.  Following this activity, stu-

dents researched the employment 
process and prepared to attend a 
mock job fair at Souhegan.  Jillian 
Walsh, recruiting manager at The 
Nagler Group, visited the students  
to give guidance and advice about 
interviewing.  Her expertise proved 
invaluable as students collaborat-
ed as employers and employees to 
make the job fair a success.

Aimee Gibbons recognized for her commitment to mentoring 
novice teachers 

Aimee Gibbons

AMHERST  -- Aimee Gibbons 
has been named the recipient of the 
Ann L. Loranger Award by the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire.  Each 
year the award is presented to the 
outstanding mentor teacher in 
the University of New Hampshire 
Teacher Education program. Annu-
ally over 150 UNH mentor teachers 
guide the year-long classroom expe-
rience of student teachers.  

Aimee Gibbons has taught at 
Souhegan High School in Amherst 
for 18 years in the English Depart-
ment, first at Grade 10 and most 
recently as a world literature and 
senior seminar teacher.  She has 
supported teacher interns in her 
classroom for 16 of those years, and 
two former interns are employed as 
teachers at SHS.  In her nomination 

letter, current intern Tracey Hoag-
land cited Ms. Gibbons’ own pas-
sion for reading and writing which 
she shares with her students; “Ai-
mee engages each and every student 
… creating personal connections 
with literature … and holds her stu-
dents to high standards.”  Aimee’s 
colleagues note also her deep com-
mitment to collaborative work with 
her peers, her reflective nature in 
creating best practices for students 
and teachers, and her respect for 
students, teachers-in-training and 
experienced educators.  Aimee is 
the first high school teacher to re-
ceive the Loranger Award.  

Dr. Ann Loranger taught in public 
schools for 20 years and was a UNH 
faculty member.  The award in her 
name honors her commitment to 

mentoring novice teachers and rec-
ognizes the critical role of cooper-
ating teachers in the preparation of 
outstanding teachers.  Teachers are 
nominated by their interns for the 
Loranger Award.  

New PTSA Board for Souhegan High School

The Regional Interview Competition is sponsored 
by the Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce. The 
Competition was developed to reinforce interview and 
presentation skills taught in high schools and to pre-
pare students for the workplace, college interviews, or 

a selection process is essential to having them achieve 
success in their future pursuits.  Students from Milford 
High School and Souhegan High School participated in 
the event this year.

Seventy-eight students from the freshmen class vol-
unteered at 11 different agencies including this group 
that worked with Bill Wichman and Rich Hart from the 

Conservation Commission.  The group cleared trails in 
the Grater Woods track and also dug and assembled a 
corral for parking.

WASHINGTON, D.C – Elisabeth 
Chestnutt, a teacher from Amherst 
Middle School, has been selected 
to the 2013 LearnZillion Dream 
Team. More than 3,000 teachers, 
instructional coaches, and admin-
istrators from across the country 
applied, and only 200 were chosen 
to the highly selective Dream Team. 
These teachers were chosen based 
on their understanding of the Com-
mon Core State Standards and their 
ability to create high-quality, high-
ly conceptual lessons that are easily 
understood by students.

As a member of the Dream Team, 
Elisabeth will receive an all-expens-
es paid trip to San Francisco in May 
for TeachFest, through the support 
of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation. TeachFest is an intensive 
professional development confer-
ence that kicks off the Dream Team 
experience. Based on the “hack fest” 
model popularized by comput-
er programmers who spend week-
ends coding and trading tips, teach-
ers will spend 3 days at TeachFest 
working with Common Core ex-
perts, content specialists and oth-
er Dream Team teachers to better 

understand the new standards and 
the best ways to teach them. Learn-
Zillion provides teachers with the 
technology and support they need 
to translate their classroom exper-
tise into screencasts, a sophisticat-
ed but simple use of the computer 
screen for teaching.

After TeachFest, Dream Team 
teachers will capture their proven 
approaches and teaching methods 
in concise lessons that will then be 
made available for free to every stu-
dent, teacher and parent through 
LearnZillion’s online platform 
at LearnZillion.com. More than 

100,000 teachers are registered for 
the free site as well as 1.5 million 
students. More than 400,000 teach-
ers and students view LearnZillion 
lessons each month from hundreds 
of countries around the world. 
Throughout the process, Dream 
Team teachers are motivated by the 
concept of “scaling their impact” 
beyond the walls of their own class-
rooms and schools. By sharing their 
lessons online, all students and 
teachers can benefit from the exper-
tise of the Dream Team teachers.

New outdoor stage at AMS

Home Improvement Concepts, owned by Rich Farrington, showed up on 
AMS grounds to construct the stage with the help of AMS School teachers.
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