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Old Time Craft Demonstrations at 
Amherst’s July 4th

Vinny and Sal Anfuso of Greenfield Forge Blacksmithing Shop 
working at their portable forge always draw a crowd at the Old 
Time Crafters section of the July 4th festivities.

One of the popular attractions 
at Amherst’s July 4th festivities is 
the section at the end of the Town 
Green closest to Town Hall where 
old time crafts are demonstrated.  
In these fast-paced days of smart 
phones, microwave cooking, and 
polystyrene products of all kinds, 
it’s refreshing to pause for a look 
back at earlier times when many 
products for home use were hand-
made from local resources.

Just such an opportunity exists 
during Amherst’s July 4th celebra-
tion.

Returning this year are Peter 
de Bruyn Kops and Katrina Hol-
man with their honey making bees, 
Cathy Joly and her daughter Gene-
vieve demonstrating spinning, Bill 
Belvin with a display of traditional 
maple sugaring, Keith Griffith and 

Sumner Bennett whose hobbies of 
wooden Shaker box making have 
developed into the thriving local 
businesses All Things Shaker and 
SBShakerbox, Pam Anfuso with 
rug hooking, and the ever-popu-
lar blacksmithing forge operated by 
Vinny and Sal Anfuso of Greenfield 
Forge Blacksmithing Shop.

New to the exhibit this year is Liz 
Charlebois who will demonstrate 
Native American ash splint and 
sweetgrass basketmaking.

All of these artisans enjoy tell-
ing about their craft, and some will 
even have examples of their work 
for sale.  You will learn how they 
got started in their pursuits and see 
what they do first-hand.  Be sure to 
stop by and say hello to these talent-
ed and creative folks.  

4th of July Art Show on Amherst’s 
Town Common   

AmHeRST –  On the 4th of July 
in Amherst , painters and photog-
raphers from around the area will 
show and sell their work during the 
annual holiday celebration on the 
Amherst Town Common.   Thou-
sands of visitors come to watch the  
parade, sample traditional holiday 
foods, and wander through Artist 
Alley viewing and purchasing art 
directly from the artist.  The 2013 
show will introduce several new 
artists to Amherst and promises 
to provide everyone with art they 
might want to purchase and take 
home.

This year marks the 19th annual 
Amherst Art Show and is a much 
anticipated part of the 4th of July 
celebration in Amherst.  The show 

will run from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m. and features artists who work 
in oil, acrylic, watercolor, and mixed 
media as well as several fine art 
photographers.  Styles range from 
abstract work to traditional scenes 
of New england and other places 
around the world.  

If you are an artist who would like 
to show and sell your art during this 
unique opportunity, consider join-
ing the other painters and photog-
raphers who find this show one of 
the most attended in the area.   

The public is encouraged to at-
tend the festivities and make the art 
show part of a day of family fun.  To 
find out more about the Art Show 
or to register as an exhibitor, please 
contact Liz morgan at 673-6448. 

DOG TALES – A Dog Show of Sorts!

Following the reviewing stand ceremony on the village green, 
there will be a dog show—Dog Tales.  We all love to tell stories 
about our canine family members.  This is an opportunity

for people to bring their dog to the village green and tell every-
one about its tricks, exploits, and talents.  The show will take place 
on the reviewing stand.

Join the Children’s Bicycle Parade!
The Fourth of July Children’s Bi-

cycle Parade, run by Ann Hoag of 
the Amherst Lions Club, will form 
on Knight’s Field, the triangle of 
grass at the entrance to town, and 
proceed down main Street, past the 
library, to the Town Hall.

The parade will be onThursday, 
July 4, and will start at 10:00 am.  
Judging will take place at 9:45.  Bi-
cycle decorations will be judged for 
originality, creativity, and effort on 
the part of the child.  There are five 
categories, four of which are based 

on age and each of which has a first, 
second, and third place prize of 
$5.00, $3.00, and $2.00 respective-
ly.  There is one general category of 
“carriages” and four categories of bi-
cycles:  0-6 years old, 7 and 8 years 
old, 9 and 10 years old, and 11 and 
12 years old.  each child who enters 
the contest gets a participation rib-
bon.

Due to state law, all children rid-
ing bikes must be wearing a helmet.  
Decorating the helmet is not only 
permissible, but encouraged!

2013 AMHERST 4TH OF JULY

Animals On The Town Common

Want to show your pride in Amherst and support the 4th of July festivi-
ties?  The 4th of July Committee will be selling car stickers with AMH and 
Amherst NH on them during this year’s celebration.  The cost of each 
sticker is $2.  Sales will begin on the evening of July 3rd at the Souhegan 
High School and continue July 4th on the Green.  All proceeds will go to the 
Amherst 4th of July Committee so that they can continue to provide all the 
activities we look forward to on that holiday.

Messiah Lutheran’s “Cotton Candy on the 
Commons for a Cause” – July 4th 

Girl Scouts Raise Money for Cure 
With Hope on July Fourth

Troop 20697 (L to R):  Ana Kruger, Izzy Anton, and Katie McCann.

Get ready to meet and greet some 
wonderful animals at the end of the 
common nearest moulton’s and 
the Brick School. We are happy to 
welcome a variety of both return-
ing and new farm animals and pets 
this year, including lambs and small 
sheep, Heritage hens, chicks, an an-
gora bunny, a corn snake, several 
Animal Shelter animals that will 
be available for adoption, and more! 
There will be a spinning wheel 

demonstration and displays of wool 
products.

Children and adults will be invit-
ed to visit the animals “up close and 
personal”, but please remember to 
keep your own dogs and pets well 
away from these participating ani-
mals…and don’t forget to wash up 
with the hand sanitizers that you 
will see on the display tables. We’ll 
look forward to seeing you on the 
4th!

Cadette Girl Scout Troop 20697 
of Amherst and mont Vernon are 
working on our Silver Award Proj-
ect. Girl Scout Cadets have the op-
portunity to complete a project 
that will be ongoing and benefit the 
community.  We have created Re-
becca’s Book Nook, a children’s li-
brary at CHaD.  We are working 
with Cure With Hope, an organiza-
tion created by a teenage girl named 
Rebecca who was diagnosed with a 
fatal cancer. While in the hospital, 
Rebecca noticed that there weren’t 
many things for the older kids to do 
and she was inspired to create Cure 
With Hope.  mrs. Charlene Tabat, 
Rebecca’s mother, is continuing her 
work.  Cure With Hope has pledged 
$75,000 to CHaD for the Inpatient 

Refresh Project and Rebecca’s Book 
Nook is part of this project.

Troop 20697 is currently rais-
ing money to buy books to donate 
to CHaD. To raise money, we are 
selling magnets for $1 each, and for 
a donation of $5, you can get your 
name on a bookplate. The book-
plates will be placed on the inside 
cover of books and will carry the 
donor’s name. We will be selling 
these items at the Fourth of July cel-
ebrations in Amherst and will have 
a table set up on the green. We hope 
that you will help support us in our 
Silver Award Project.

For information on how to order 
a book plate or for any questions 
about the project, please email us at 
GSTroop20697@gmail.com.

For the 10+ years messiah Lu-
theran Church will be hosting a 
cotton candy stand, July 4th, on the 
Amherst Commons following the 
parade.   enjoy these colorful treats 
(blue or pink) along with the folk 
sounds of the “Uke-erists”, messi-
ah’s budding ukulele group.   

Youth Group Leader Ken Dues-
ing notes, “The money raised will 
help sponsor the messiah Youth 
Group’s 2015 trip to Detroit where, 
with thousands of other volunteers, 
they’ll lend a helping hand to this 
distressed community.  Past Youth 

Group projects in cities like St. Lou-
is and New Orleans have ranged 
from hauling garbage, running day-
cares, and neighborhood clean-ups 
to hefting hammers for Habitat for 
Humanity. “

Cost of a generous cloud of cotton 
candy, $2.00.   Cost of water to get it 
off your face, $1.00.  

Support for a worthy project that 
Amherst can be proud of, priceless.

Look for our banner and join us!   
Contact Rande Neukam for further 
details (neuk51@gmail.com). 

make balloon animals, and pocket 
ladies to give out free trinkets to the 
children.  Food and drink will also 
be available.

A special flag will be seen for the 
first time this year.  The flag will be 
presented to the town by the 250th 
Anniversary Committee.  

The dog show, Dog Tales, which 
requires no registration and will 
be on the reviewing stand after the 
ceremony, will follow the same for-
mat as last year when owners were 
asked to talk about their dogs and 
the dogs’ accomplishments!  Am-
herst people love their dogs!

The parade will step off from 
Wilkins School at 10:00 a.m. led 
by the fire engines.  There will be 
bands, floats, clowns, antique autos, 
marchers, and more!  Puppies will 
gather at Spalding Field and join the 
parade there.

Instead of pins, there will be 
car stickers this year that feature 
“AmH”.  They will be sold at Souhe-
gan High School on the 3rd and on 
the village green on the 4th.

The July 4th Committee has 
worked hard to make this anoth-
er memorable celebration.  It is a 
committee with experience; all of 
last year’s chairs have returned to 
work on the festivities again this 
year.  members include Kim Ayers 
and Debbie Spellman, Animals on 
the Green; Christy Belvin, Craft 

Demonstrations; mary Beyers, 
Puppy Parade; Charlene Carper, 
Pins and Stickers; George Codding-
ton and Noel Ward, Antique Auto-
mobile Parade; Diane DeSimone, 
Pocket Ladies; Doffie Farrar, Hot 
Air Balloon Rides; Lydia Greene 
and Phil Sellers, July 3 Fundrais-
ers; Nancy Head, Chair; Jim Jan-
son, Parade Floats; marcy LePage, 
Town Common Logistics; Kath-
erine Lockwood, Slush Fundrais-
er; mary mahar, July 4 Hamburger 
Fundraiser; Liz morgan, Art Show; 
Jeff Odhner, Uncle Sam-On-Stilts; 
Liz Overholt, Signs and Posters; Bill 
Overholt, Photographer; Reed Pan-
asiti, Technical Logistics; Gretchen 
Pyles, Town Common Organiza-
tion; Bob Schaumann, Announc-
er; Paula Schmida, Dog Show; Phil 
Sellers, Political Parade Organizer; 
and Peggy Stokes, July 3 and 4 fund-
raisers.  These dedicated people, 
along with the many other volun-
teers who give their time during the 
events, make the celebration what it 
is—a special Amherst holiday!

Anyone wishing to march or 
have a float in the parade, or any 
non-profit organization wishing 
to have booth space on the village 
green, or anyone wishing to vol-
unteer, can email njhead@myfair-
point.net.  Further information 
about the celebration can be found 
on the town’s website.

u July 4th Parade and Activities  continued from page 1

A fabulous display of color as children show off their decorated bikes

Artists from around the region show off their works – a popular event

July 4th Schedule of Events on Page 10

Here’s To a Sizzling Fourth!


