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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.
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291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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It Was a Sizzling Fourth of July 
This Year!
To the editor:

It was a sizzling Fourth of July this year with the weather echoing the 
theme!  Although hot, it was a good Fourth, quieter than usual without the 
campaigning politicians.  Political parties add excitement—and length—to 
the parade but once in a while it is nice to have a celebration with the pri-
mary focus on Amherst groups and organizations.  

There are a lot of people to thank for making this Fourth a good time 
for everyone.  It really was a local effort made up of many diverse groups 
and individuals in town.  First, of course, is the Fourth of July committee, 
twenty-five hard-working people who chair the various activities.  Working 
with them is a delight and adds to the fun.  Then there are the town and 
school employees who give their all to make sure that Amherst puts on a 
good face for the occasion and that the committee has everything it needs.  
A third group is the large number of volunteers who help with the activi-
ties on the 3rd and 4th, man booths on the village green, and spend hours 
making floats for the parade.  The parade is only as good as the participants 
make it—and they did a terrific job this year.  We had more floats, includ-
ing themed marching groups, than any previous year that I can remember.   
Not only were they outstanding; they also gave the parade a unique Am-
herst character.  Our thanks to them all!

The committee sold slush, hamburgers, hot dogs, pizza, drinks, booth 
space, and glow necklaces to raise money for the celebration.  Adding to 
their fundraising efforts was our major fireworks sponsor, the Granite State 
Credit Union, as well as contributors Amherst Patch, Bot-L-Gas, Jake’s Ice 
Cream, Roaming Railroad, RE/MAX, Shaw’s, and Moulton’s Market. 

Special thanks this year goes to Marianne Stillwagon for painting our 
third milk can award, Jack Reed and his volunteers for a great fireworks dis-
play, CERT members for their traffic control help, and Anne Hoag for once 
again organizing the Children’s Bicycle Parade.   We also want to express 
appreciation to long-time volunteers who retired this year:  Sue Jones for 
her years of supplying water and lemonade to the reviewing stand partici-
pants, Marie Grella for 43 years of floats for the parade, Bill Wichman for 
his tireless work with the recycling wagon, and Bill Overholt for his years 
of pounding stakes, computerizing pin designs, and taking pictures of the 
celebrations.

Nancy Head, Chair
Amherst Fourth of July Celebration

One Party Government
To the editor:

I have often wondered why in countries that hold (supposedly) free elec-
tions that dictators keep getting elected despite bad economic conditions. 
loss of personal rights, lack of free press, etc. Venezuela is a good example—
how did Chavez keep getting elected even though he essentially ruined that 
country’s economy? Dictatorships or one party governments come around 
insidiously. The populous is generally unaware the ground work is being 
laid. Here’s how it’s done:

1. control the flow of information
2. remove guns from the general public
3. gather information to use as a threat against those speaking out or to 

put fear into others to not speak freely
4. bestow entitlement programs so people are beholden to the govern-

ment for livelihood
5. find a scapegoat
6. manipulate education and indoctrinate youth
7. manipulate elections
Sound familiar? It can happen in any society. 

Susan Herceg
Amherst

Right Or Wrong
To the editor:

A former US President once said, “Men are not prisoners of fate, but only 
prisoners of their own minds.”  Our minds are certainly capable of explor-
ing endless possibilities but we usually fail to consider universal absolute 
laws as we formulate our reality. We usually base our conclusions on any 
number of biases drawn from emotionally motivated beliefs, likes, dislikes, 
wants, don’t wants or some other  personnel illusions. This creates this 
“prison of the mind” and always seems to fall very short of our intended 
conclusions so we call it fate.  In scientific research it becomes obvious that 
we all agree and conform to natural laws since most will determine our 
safety and longevity.  For example, if we jump out of a window, we can be 
absolutely sure that we will fall to earth because of gravity and so on.  But 
when dealing with the problems associated with the world today, we get a 
vast number of reasons and explanations by both qualified and unqualified 
individuals all serving to complicate the matter beyond anyone’s true com-
prehension, or so it seems. Albert Einstein once said, “Any intelligent fool 
can make things bigger and more complex... It takes a touch of genius - and 
a lot of courage to move in the opposite direction.”

Our politicians have defined the reasons for our current predicament as 
a system that has failed. These false premises achieve reality through the 
media, the debates etc. adding more pseudo facts to our minds library to 
ensure the enslavement continues. This leads to the inevitable conclusion 
that we should consider more than one outcome to be correct. If we look at 
nature this is never the case. Why would we consider that if true facts are 
given there is more than one true and right answer?? In Wetherill’s study he 
had coined the word humanetics, and the law is presented as nature’s law of 
absolute right. It calls for thoughts and actions that are rational and honest. 
“People behave as if they had multiple choices, but natural law states just 
two: what is right or what is wrong. Right works; wrong cause’s trouble”.  
This would lead to the conclusion that the crisis occurring in this country 
and across the globe is caused by the lack of rational and honest thoughts 
and actions. Pretty simple but exceedingly difficult since we tend to contin-
ue with inputs based on beliefs, emotions or half truths.

This is illustrated by our political leaders stating that the system has 
failed and has never worked. (Honest, rational???)  In terms of the natural 
laws governing the universe as we know it, we are all humans and equal in 
our humanity as stated by Jefferson. Beyond that, the notion of equality is 
only an ideological fantasy. That doesn’t stop some people from thinking 
we should all be the same and whine about inequality of our situation. Lin-
coln seemed to understand nature’s absolute laws and stated, “Property is 
the fruit of labor. Property is desirable, is a positive good in the world. That 
some should be rich shows that others may become rich and hence is just 
encouragement to industry and enterprise. Let not him who is houseless 
pull down the house of another, but let him work diligently to build one 
for himself, thus by example assuring that his own shall be safe from vio-
lence.” Our government’s fixation on inequality is born out of an ideology 
of socialistic envy, an emotional response, which moves us away from the 
natural laws toward an inevitable wrong result as real history has always 
demonstrated to be true.  

Don Bessler
Amherst

Let Our Small Town Model and 
Celebrate Civility
To the editor:

 It is ironic that on a day celebrating our freedoms that I write in protest 
of a group’s free speech, but I was dismayed by the Republican Party float 
in the Amherst parade that displayed an “Impeach Obama” sign and a call 
for guns. The joy of our parade has always been its bipartisan nature. We 
applaud candidates of every party as they pass by, and thank them for their 
participation in our holiday. This float, however, promoted a separation of 
ideas, not a unity of small town pride. Please let our small town model and 
celebrate civility in our public celebrations.

 Sincerely,
 Peggy Silva
Amherst

Cemetery Fields
To the editor:

Folks who know me would agree that if anyone is in favor of athletic 
fields, it would be me.  I  voted for fields as warrants were presented over 
the years.  Obviously, others did not, apparently under the assumption the 
Cemetery Fields were available in perpetuity. 

With the current move to petition the Trusteeship to the Selectmen, I 
wonder why we want to complicate their difficult responsibilities by mak-
ing them do what the current Trustees must do.

I applaud the Trustees for carrying out their legal and fiduciary responsi-
bilities and suggest the same enthusiasm to remove them be put to coordi-
nating support for other athletic field opportunities.

Chris Shenk
Amherst

Where Was Shaheen?
To the editor:

Earlier this month, Senator Jeanne Shaheen was one of only two mem-
bers of the Senate that failed to appear at an important meeting regarding 
proposed rules changes around filibusters. For days we were left to wonder 
where Senator Shaheen was while all but one of her colleagues were at this 
meeting. Not that we are unaccustomed to wondering where Senator Sha-
heen is. For the first 4 years of her undistinguished and easily forgettable 
term we often needed some reminder that New Hampshire actually has 
two US Senators. Although she was always there to cast a vote as directed 
by Democrat leaders in the Senate – for the failed stimulus, for the train 
wreck of Obamacare, and most recently for banning guns and assaulting 
our Second Amendment rights. 

So where was Senator Shaheen during this important meeting? She was 
at a campaign fundraiser in New York City with Wall Street Bankers and 
lobbyists. Clearly, Senator Shaheen is more interested in raising campaign 
cash than serving her constituents. Our state deserves stronger leader-
ship in the Senate, and Shaheen has proven that she doesn’t deserve to be 
re-elected in 2014. 

Mark Vincent
Amherst

Petty and Fractious Partisanship
To the editor:

This past June Democrats and Republicans worked together to pass a re-
sponsible New Hampshire budget. The Democratic controlled House and 
the Republican controlled Senate cooperated to achieve a budget that is 
only slightly greater than the past Legislative term. The two-year budget is 
$10.8 billion from all sources and $2.8 Billion from federal funds. Neither 
party achieved all that they wanted, but there was a consensus. This is how 
the party system is supposed, and does, function to achieve the common 
good.

 Then, only weeks later, I was extremely disappointed to read a letter to 
the editor in the Milford Cabinet; a letter from a Democratic activist mak-
ing an unnecessary judgment between the Republican and Democratic 
floats in the Amherst Fourth of July parade. In the height of pettiness the 
writer stressed that one float was good and the other demonstrated a nega-
tive tone and lack of taste. This is symptomatic of political discord in New 
Hampshire and America.  This petty, fractious and rancorous attack on the 
opposite political party is absolutely non productive. In fact it will do noth-
ing but escalate a seism between the political parties to the ultimate detri-
ment to the New Hampshire citizens. Democracy is the one form of gov-
ernment that can achieve the common good: not one interest group over 
another. These petty partisan attacks by leaders in one or the other party 
are not productive, in fact destructive of the partisan system.

The Republican and Democratic Party both have different platforms, but 
each sincerely believes that their platform is in the best long term interest 
of America. Neither platform nor members are evil, even though each sees 
a different path to achieve a better America.

 
Representative Robert Rowe
Amherst

Party Differences on Display on 
Fourth of July
To the editor:

July 4th is a celebration of our nation’s birth, the founding of our form 
of government, and a demonstration of our accepting spirit as a nation.  
During this year’s Amherst  July 4th parade and activities on the village 
green these characteristics were on display with children, families, new cit-
izens, and even pets participating.

The Amherst Democrats’ parade float and root beer stand are good ex-
amples of our Independence Day traditions. Their float displayed positive 
messages of our national accomplishments like: Food Safety, Water Qual-
ity, The Web, Space Program, Disaster Relief, National Defense, National 
Parks, Homeland Security, Civil Rights, Veterans Services, Social Securi-
ty, Medicare, Medical Research, Student Loans, Wildlife Protection, Postal 
Service, Weather service, Trade Negotiations, Consumer Protection, Work 
Safety, Vehicle Safety, National Highways, Clean Air, Public Radio & TV, 
Disease Control, and Trade Treaties. These are programs and services that 
most of use daily to enrich our lives and that our government has been in-
strumental in developing.

By contrast, the Republican float demonstrated a negative tone and lack 
of taste with signs like: Impeach Obama, No Taxes, and Don’t Touch my 
Guns.

In talking to people on the village green I was pleasantly surprised by the 
number of those who felt as I do that our nation has made many positive 
strides for all its people. The benefits that I enjoy as a senior citizen enable 
me to live in safety and relative comfort with clean air and water. Sure, 
there is a price we pay for these benefits, i.e. taxes. But isn’t that also one of 
our nation’s values, ‘you get what you pay for’.

The messages displayed at this year’s Fourth of July festivities paint a pic-
ture of our two political parties. One message reminds us of our national 
accomplishments that make our lives better while the other message en-
couraging fear and distrust.

How our nation evolves will depend on how each of us accepts and re-
sponds to these messages. One will promote cooperation, the other con-
frontation and antagonism.  Which one will we choose?

Best Wishes,
Ray Iannuzzelli
Amherst


