
  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m  •     J U L Y   3 0  ,   2 0 1 3  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  3

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

Remembering Men and Women 
Who Sacrificed So Much to Give 
True Meaning to Our 4th of July
To the editor:

Thank you for your recent article, “Amherst Sergeant Honored on 150th 
Anniversary of Gettysburg”. I especially appreciated that you included a 
photograph of Sergeant Charles Phelps. Seeing the youthful promise in the 
face of Sergeant Phelps only made more real the personal sacrifice he and 
the other volunteers of the 5th New Hampshire Infantry Regiment made 
during those three days at Gettysburg.

The citizens of this state can take special pride in knowing that during 
the Civil War the 5th New Hampshire Volunteers earned the reputation as 
the “hardest fighting” regiment. In fact, by the end of the war the 5th had 
sustained the greatest total loses in battle of any infantry, or cavalry regi-
ment in the entire Union Army.

Sergeant Phelps’ conduct at Gettysburg deserves particular mention.
On the afternoon of July 2nd, the 5th New Hampshire Regiment was or-

dered to reinforce the III Corps lead by New York politician turned general, 
Daniel Sickles. Sickles had disobeyed orders and in the hope of earning glo-
ry for himself, broke rank and lead his men into a wheat field forward of the 
Union line thus exposing a salient, or weak point in the line.

The 5th New Hampshire Regiment, lead by Colonel Edward Cross of 
Lancaster, was ordered by General Winfield Hancock to fill the gap. Upon 
giving his order. General Hancock remarked to Colonel Cross, “Today Col-
onel, you’ll have your star”, meaning promotion to brigadier general.

Cross shook his head and replied that this would be his last battle. Cross 
was a colorful character. He had been wounded on twelve previous occa-
sions, and had the habit of going into battle with a red sash tied around his 
hat. But he had dreamt of his death the night before, and on this day he 
wore a black bandanna.

The men of 5th New Hampshire took up their position at the edge of the 
wheat field just in time. As the III Corps fell back in retreat, Colonel Cross 
lead the New Hampshire Volunteers into the field. By many accounts, the 
fighting that sweltering July day was some of the most vicious of the war. 
When their ammunition ran low. Cross’s men were forced to engage in 
hand-to-hand combat. With undaunted courage and sheer determination, 
the men of the 5th New Hampshire Volunteers finally drove the enemy 
from the field. In doing so, they preserved the Union line.

In the midst of the battle, however. Colonel Cross - true to his premoni-
tion - was shot and mortally wounded. Seeing this. Sergeant Phelps charged 
forward and engaged the confederate soldier who had just wounded his 
commanding officer, killing him.   Not long after. Sergeant Charles Phelps 
was also mortally wounded. Taken to a field hospital, he died two days later 
on the 4th of July at the age of twenty-one.

Today, a monument stands at the edge of the very wheat field in Pennsyl-
vania in which Sergeant Phelps gave his life. Unlike most of the monuments 
at Gettysburg which commemorate entire regiments, the monument to 
the 5th New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiment lists the names of 
the men of the 5th who sacrificed their lives at Gettysburg. The only name 
with a honorable mention is that of Sergeant Charles Phelps of Amherst, for 
which he is cited for avenging the death of Colonel Cross.

.... Finally, I would like to recognize the work of Mr. Bob Korkuc, and 
people like him who, generation after generation, keep alive the memory of 
the men and women who have sacrificed so much to give true meaning to 
our 4th of July.

 Sincerely,
 John Zotcavage
 Mont Vernon
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Sunday Breakfast, 
Perfected.

Join us Sundays for your morning coffee 
or a mimosa and our delicious breakfast 
fare. The Terrace overlooks the beautiful 

Pedroso & Arboleda vineyards. While 
you’re here, sample any of our 25 

varieties of award-winning wine, our 
signature winetinis & classic cocktails.  

The Café & Terrace are open 
Wednesday, 11 - 8;

Thursday - Saturday 11 - 9 & 
Sunday 10 - 6.

Here Comes SummerFest!

•Live Music on The Terrace   •Menu Specials in The Café
•Special Wine Tastings & Tours   •Our Exclusive Watermelon Martini

This event runs Friday (August 2), 6 - 9pm &
Saturday  (August 3), 11am - 9pm, and is free to attend.

 345 Route 101    Amherst, New Hampshire
www.labellewinerynh.com

August 2 & 3, 2013

Our Summer Music Series Rolls On!
The Terrace heats up with live music Thursdays & 

select Fridays, 6 - 9pm all Summer long!

8/1: Gardner Berry  8/8: Chad LaMarsh
 Classic Rock   Classic Rock
 
8/2: Lisa Guyer  8/10: Haley Dreis
 Classic Rock   Country & Western
 
8/3: Derek Fimbel  8/15: Kim Riley
 Acoustic Folk/Soft Rock  Americana

Visit our website for more dates!

Fresh & Very Local!

305 Route101 • Amherst • 603.673.3008 • fax: 603.673.6224 
Open Daily • Visit our website: www.amherstgardencenter.com

Please visit and support our partners providing products 
and services for sustainable living and enjoyment.

“The Stand”
The Stand at Amherst Garden Center – for all your summer produce

 

Run Across NH Completed 
To the editor:

I recently completed my Run Across NH again. I couldn’t have done it 
without the support of all of you. Not just the folks that ran with me, but the 
people who donated to my run, to help eliminate Leukemia & Lymphoma 
and all blood cancers. While the run is over and I completed my 113 mile 
run in memory of Kim Costa and in honor of all who are fighting blood 
cancer, there is STILL time to donate. For every $5 of your donation, your 
name will be placed into a pool of prizes (you pick where your raffle tickets 
goes). I have an autographed game hockey stick from Dartmouth College, 
a UNH hockey stick, entries into numerous road races, Nike Clothes and 
shoes, autographed New England Patriots photo, gift certificates to Run-
ners Alley, running magazine subscriptions to New England runner and 
New Balance products. Just log onto runacrossnh.com to donate. 

Hopefully we can eliminate this disease in my life time and with your 
help, we will get one step closer. If you don’t want to donate on line you can 
mail a check Payable to “Leukemia and Lymphoma” and sent it to me at 

David Salvas, PO Box 492, Amherst, NH 03031

If you think running 113 miles is tough, Try Chemotherapy!
 Thank you for your support!
 David Salvas 

Dave Salvas at the finish at Hampton Beach with Kristen King of Goffstown 
and Terry Prouty of Hooksett

Let’s Celebrate Independence Day
To the editor:

I noted a reference to the “4th of July” on the front page of the Amherst 
Citizen, and it brought to mind my own effort of many years to stop using 
that phrase to refer to Independence Day.  Ask yourselves what other hol-
idays to we refer to by their respective dates or days on our calendar?  Do 
we refer to Christmas as, “the 25th of December,” or Thanksgiving Day as, 
‘the 22nd of November?”

Wouldn’t the day be more meaningful as Independence Day, to com-
memorate the date our founders signed the Declaration of Independence 
for our nation?

Give it the thought it deserves, and thanks.
 George “Jack” Keiper
 Amherst

Near Perfect Fourth of July Parade 
Marred by Poor Flag Etiquette
To the editor:

Once again we had a wonderful Independence Day Parade here in Am-
herst.  The weather was beautiful.  We were treated to the sight of legions 
of children with their decorated bikes.  We saw our magnificent fire equip-
ment as well as other emergency vehicles.  Meticulously maintained an-
tique cars drove by.  We had Cub Scouts marching proudly, high wheel 
bicycles, as well as some great floats.  And our governor showed she cared 
enough about our town to make an appearance.  In all, we had a near per-
fect parade.

But there was one aspect of the day that troubled me.  Every time a color 
guard marched by carrying our nation’s flag, none of my neighbors seemed 
to make an effort to show the proper respect.  Many remained seated in 
their lawn chairs.  Gentleman kept their hats on their heads.  Conversa-
tions continued.  

I don’t know if this lack of respect was intentional, or if people simply 
don’t know proper flag etiquette.  I’ll hope it is the latter.  Fortunately, prop-
er flag etiquette is not difficult.  There are just a few simple rules to follow.

1.  When the flag approaches, face the flag.  Stand up if you are sit-
ting.

2. When the color guard is a few steps away, place your hand over 
your heart.  Gentleman should remove their hats and hold them over their 
hearts.  Military veterans may render a hand salute.

3. Once the color has passed, you may sit down again.
Following these simple steps will not decrease your enjoyment of the pa-

rade and the celebration of our nation’s independence.  Showing respect for 
the flag is simply the right way to show respect for our country, most espe-
cially on Independence Day.  Let’s try to do better next year!

 Russ Hodgkins
 Amherst

Donate in George Infanti’s Name 
To Benefit Centennial Park
To the editor:

Members of the Milford Rotary Club have organized a special “Tickets 
for George” initiative to honor George Infanti and his commitment to Mil-
ford Rotary’s Centennial Park.  

The goal is to sell an additional 1000 raffle tickets for the Milford Rotary 
Club’s 100 Holes of Golf raffle. While all of the net proceeds from this raffle 
benefit the Milford Rotary Club Foundation, one half of the proceeds from 
this special initiative will go directly into a fund established in George’s 
name for the long-term maintenance of his beloved Centennial Park. 

Each $20 raffle ticket provides an opportunity to win up to $5000 for the 
first place drawing with a total of $13,000 in cash prizes for the lucky 10 
winners. The raffle tickets also include valuable coupons, such as, $20 off at 
the Copper Door restaurant!

An anonymous donor has stepped forward and agreed to match up to 
$10,000 in raffle ticket sales earmarked for George’s fund through this spe-
cial initiative. 

George was a principal volunteer in the effort to raise over $200,000 and 
transform the dilapidated tennis courts into a gorgeous park that celebrat-
ed RI’s 100th anniversary. Located on Elm Street at the entrance to the 
Milford Oval, the park is intended to be enjoyed by the entire community. 
George felt that Centennial Park was his greatest civic accomplishment.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this effort to honor George 
and his request to establish a fund that would benefit Centennial Park.

Cynthia Dokmo, Betsey White, 
Colleen Moynihan, Janet Langdell, 
and James Infanti Tell everyone you saw it in The Amherst Citizen!

Call Mr. Acura, Joe Casey for a Test Drive Today!
Call 603-930-6105 
or email jcasey@sunnysideacura.com 
to schedule a preview.

SunnySiDe ACurA
482 Amherst Street
nashua, nH 03063


