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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Pool Closing Class
FREE classes on everything you need to know.

Inspirational Story
To the editor:

I am writing about a gentleman that I have seen walking up and down 
Boston Post Road for years. When you observe him he walks with a limp. 
He has always impressed me!

Last week on a rainy day, I saw this gentleman ( I forgot his name. I am 
sure the owners of the Homestead store know who he is) walking again. I 
drove past him and decided to back up and ask him if he would like a ride 
to get out of the rain. He accepted. During the ride, I was able to strike up a 
conversation. I told him how inspiring he was . He shared with me that he 
had a stroke ten years ago. For the past 10 years, he has walked 250 miles 
per year! That next week he was going to reach the 2500 mile mark!!!!

I thought I would pass this on in hopes it might inspire just (1) person! 
He has inspired me!

Thank you for your time,
 

Edward Walsh
Amherst

Partisanship
To the editor:

In a letter to the editor published in the July 30 issue of the Citizen Rep. 
Robert Rowe once again caviled about “petty, fractious and rancorous ... 
[partisanship]” in letters to the editor.  This is a recurring theme  which he 
has written about several times in the past couple of years.

Interestingly, he only seems to decry “partisanship” when he detects it in 
the behavior of Democrats.  And often the behavior he is responding to is a 
simple case of pointing out examples of Republican misdeeds.  In the latest 
letter his beef is with a couple of letters in the Milford Cabinet that com-
plained that the Republican float in the Amherst parade was in poor taste 
and inappropriate for the celebration.  It did, after all, include a sign that 
read “Impeach Obama”.

Even more interesting is that Rep. Rowe’s letter was published in the Cit-
izen next to a letter from the Chair of the Amherst Republican Committee 
complaining that Senator Shaheen had missed a meeting.  Can we expect 
a letter from Rep. Rowe excoriating Mr. Vincent for his petty and fractious 
partisanship?

Oh, and to set the record straight, Senator Shaheen has been there when 
it counted, missing less than one percent of the votes in the Senate.  At the 
risk of being petty and fractiously partisan, may I point out that Demo-
crats on average in the 2012 Senate session missed two percent of the votes, 
whereas Republicans missed almost five percent of the votes?

Graham V. Smith
Amherst

Celebrating Independence Day
To the editor:

We need more floats in the Independence Day parade. Let’s enjoy the 
freedoms that our Constitutions protect and let our voices be heard. I don’t 
care what your opinion is, but I would love to see you paint it on a sign and 
parade it through town. You see, under Colonial Rule, you could be shot for 
speaking against the king, as it was treason. But as the United States, we 
have the right to free speech and can therefore express ourselves in public 
without fear of reprisals. I say, let’s invite all the political parties that are 
here in N.H. to enter a float in our parade as well as anyone who has a vehi-
cle they don’t mind getting some scotch tape on. As the melting pot of the 
world, we are unique in that we can be directly opposed to each other, yet 
live peacefully and flourish on the same street. And we can come together 
with different opinions and govern in a civil fashion, unlike many countries 
where they burn federal buildings and kill government officials every time 
the people get upset with them. So let’s celebrate our liberty together, and 
let your voice be heard in next year’s parade.

Anthony J. Nino Jr
Amherst

Parents Become Involved with the 
AMS Parent Partnership Team 
To the editor:

The Amherst Middle School opened its doors in September 1974 as a 
Model Middle School and a source of pride for the Amherst community. I 
have been privileged to be a part of its remarkable journey, and as we near 
our school’s 40th anniversary I would like to assure the communities of 
Amherst and Mont Vernon of our commitment to move forward to meet 
the ever-increasing needs of the 21st Century learner.  

AMS is a great place for children to grow, thrive, and learn! We are very 
proud of the many wonderful things happening here. We have been se-
lected as the only Middle School in the State of New Hampshire to earn 
the distinction as a Response to Instruction (RtI) Demonstration School 
by the NH Department of Education. Schools from all over the state will 
visit and learn how to implement this process from our leadership team. 
Reading scores on the New England Comprehensive Assessment Program 
(NECAP) tests have been at or near the top of the State for the last sever-
al years and our new Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics programs 
have been fully implemented. 

It is an honor to serve the families of Amherst and Mont Vernon. Our 
staff is committed to understanding the developmental needs of the mid-
dle school student. They work hard every day to “challenge and engage all 
learners.” There is a sense of excitement about our work with SAU 39 Stra-
tegic Planning, the Common Core State Standards, Math In Focus, and our 
work with Teacher and Administrator Evaluation and Supervision. 

Children are the future and our most precious resource, and we must 
challenge them to meet and exceed the academic and social demands re-
quired of today’s learner. To provide input and help to guide us, we ask par-
ents to become involved with the AMS Parent Partnership Team this fall.  
Our parents completed a brief survey early this summer, and if you have 
had a child attend the Middle School in recent years, we would love to hear 
from you at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/92NP3G5. Please look for 
more messages from me every other month, informing you of our student’s 
accomplishments and our teaching practices. We welcome you to stop by 
the Middle School and visit if you get a chance, and enjoy the rest of the 
summer with your wonderful children.

Sincerely, 
Porter Dodge, Amherst Middle School 
Principal

O’Brien Embarrasses: Affordable 
Care Act ≠ Fugitive Slave Act
To the editor:

During a Koch Brothers sponsored Americans for Prosperity rally on 
August 8, New Hampshire State Rep. Bill O’Brien (R) compared the Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) to the Fugitive Slave Act (FSA). The tea party-backed 
O’Brien, who is reportedly exploring a run for Congress, made the remarks 
at a statue of John Parker Hale, one of the first U.S. senators to take a stand 
against slavery in the 1800s. Thus, Mr. O’Brien once again failed to engage 
his brain before speaking, demonstrating the reason for his ouster from his 
NH House Speaker’s office in 2012. 

The Fugitive Slave law, also known as the ‘Bloodhound Law’, made it a 
punishable crime to aide an escaped slave who had no redress to a trial 
while the Affordable Care Act helps millions of people to acquire affordable 
healthcare. Only in the mind of a radical Regressive like Mr. O’Brien is it 
even possible to think of comparing these two laws.

Mr. O’Brien’s painful and embarrassing comparison is just the latest in 
a long line of misleading attacks and rhetoric promoted by those special 
interests who oppose healthcare reform. These groups have deep pockets 
with corporate interests’ and are intent on keeping voters confused and 
misinformed. They want insurance companies not individuals like you and 
me to be in control of our health care system. They offer no realistic alter-
natives to the Affordable Care Act. 

While consumer health advocates are looking for ways to get more peo-
ple covered, The Koch brothers’ Americans for Prosperity and politicians 
like Mr. O’Brien are trying to make health access as scary and burdensome 
as possible. Their goal is to discourage people from getting covered because 
they want to use health reform as a political wedge issue in the next elec-
tion. They are willing to come between you and your doctor to meet that 
goal. Mr. O’Brien’s remarks demonstrate his ignorance of history and will-
ingness to say anything to further his handlers’ interests. 

In pointing out the fallacious comparison between the Affordable Care 
Act and The Fugitive Slave Act, Mr. O’Brien did accomplish one important 
public service. We now know that the regressive Mr. O’Brien has morphed 
into an even more right-wing extreme ideologue than the one we knew 
during his disastrous tenure as NH House Speaker.

Ray Iannuzzelli
Amherst

Commercial Use Not Appropriate 
on Stearns Road
To the editor:

We attended the Planning Board meeting at the High School on August 
7th. The topic was the development of the fields on Steams Road for Soccer 
and other sports.

After Mr. Knight’s presentation the chairman asked the board members 
and an alternate to direct comments and questions to Mr. Knight. I imme-
diately became concerned when the alternate’s only comment was to “let’s 
build it” even before he heard the concerns or comments from the public.

Public questions that were asked and not answered included the fact that 
Mr. Knight’s proposal in front of the Zoning Board had failed so why was 
it now being considered by Planning. If it is a different proposal why was 
it not first presented to Zoning? When the question of traffic impact was 
raised several members of the board agreed with Mr. Knight’s comment 
that an initial traffic study from 1995 would serve as current since the en-
gineers that performed it said there was not significant change from that 
time. I give considerable credit to the chairman for stating it would be dif-
ficult to convince him that a study done 18 years ago was sufficient. In the 
last 18 years there has been significant development along Route 101A with 
2 new entire shopping centers added along with a 24 hour Walmart.

Several references were made to the Master Plan in support of the proj-
ect. I make reference to the following; High Accident Locations, NH 101A 
and NH 122 (Ponemah Road); and Goals to Light the Future-Minimize 
Traffic Congestion-Manage traffic volumes and speeds on local neighbor-
hood roads to discourage their use as cut through routes. Steams Road is 
already a “cut through” route both morning and afternoon for considerable 
high school traffic, and speed limits are not seriously enforced, despite the 
fact that the road is used consistently by walkers, runners, and cyclers.

Mr. Knight made numerous references to how busy the field is yet there 
is seldom more than 1 or 2 cars there at any one time. The members of the 
board would serve the citizens well to make surprise visits and drive bys to 
ascertain Mr. Knights veracity in those assertions. The final point, and for-
give me for being so verbose as this could not be addressed at the meeting 
due to the time restrictions placed on public comment, was the question of 
“commercial activity”. There are many definitions of commerce, some do 
and some do not reference for profit. I urge the board to take care in its con-
sideration of this point. And please note that Mr. Knight himself indicated 
that vendors would be present for food and drinks.

This does not fit well in our neighborhood.

Glenn C Davis                
Mary A Davis         
Glenn M Davis
Amherst      

Nipmugs Suncatcher Still Available
To the editor:

The 2013 Nipmugs suncatcher sales on the 4th of July were great and we 
wish to thank all who bought our new suncatcher depicting Amherst’s his-
toric Parker Farm Corn Crib located on Baboosic Lake Rd.

For those out of town or not able to get to the common on the 4th we are 
happy to announce that My Feathered Nest at 101 Ponemah Rd. Amherst, 
is selling Nipmugs suncatchers at our price of $10.00.  Also Anne Krantz 
has them at her home; call 673-9684 to buy directly.

The 2012 Jones Tavern suncatcher in blue, and 2010 Boardman house 
suncatcher in light violet are still available.  Suncatcher proceeds are used 
by the club to fund local historic restoration or renovation projects.

Anne Krantz
Sunchatcher Chair, Nipmugs Chapter  
of Questers
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**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday  7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday  7:00 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday  5:00 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed.   7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo.  7:00 p.m.
Selectmen 2nd & 4th Mon.   6:30 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday  7:00 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday  7:00 p.m.
    
Contact Town Hall to confirm meeting places and times: 673-6041.
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main Street. 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road. 
*The meetings are open to the public.


