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Amherst, Mont Vernon and Souhegan Notification 
of Rights Under The Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act for Elementary and Secondary Schools
 
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) afford 
parents and students over 18 years of age (“eligible students”) 
certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.  
These rights are: 

• The right to inspect and review the student’s education 
records within 45 days of the day the school receives a 
request for access.

Parents or eligible students should submit to the school princi-
pal (or appropriate school official) a written request that identi-
fies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The school official will 
make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible 
student of the time and place where the records may have be 
inspected.

• The right to request the amendment of the student’s 
education records that the parent or eligible student 
believes is inaccurate.

Parents or eligible students may ask the school to amend a 
record that they believe is inaccurate.  They should write the 
school principal and clearly identify the part of the record they 
want changed, and specify why it is inaccurate.  If the school 
decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or 
eligible student, the school will notify the parent or eligible stu-
dent of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing 
regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information 
regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent 
or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.

• The right to consent to disclosures of personally identi-
fiable information contained in the student’s education 
records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes 
disclosure without consent.

One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is 
disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational inter-
ests.  A school official is a person employed by the school as 
an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff mem-
ber (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit 
personnel); a person serving on the School board; a person or 
company with whom the school has contracted to perform a 
special task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, 
therapist, or special education evaluator); or a parent or student 
serving on an official committee such as a disciplinary or griev-
ance committee, or assisting another school official in perform-
ing his or her tasks.

A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the offi-
cial needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or 
her professional responsibility.

Upon request, the school discloses education records without 
consent to officials of another school district in which a student 
seeks or intends to enroll, or to a school in which a student has 
already enrolled. 

• The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of 
Education concerning alleged failures by the Amherst, 
Mont Vernon, or Souhegan school districts to comply 
with the requirements of FERPA.  The name and ad-
dress of the office that administers FERPA are:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC  20202-5901
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INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 
EDUCATION ACT (IDEA) AND 

SECTION 504 CHILDFIND NOTICE

The School Districts of Amherst, Mont Vernon and Souhegan 
Cooperative have a duty to locate, evaluate and identify any 
child residing in the respective District(s) who qualify for Special 
Education and/ or related aids, accommodations, and services.

Children eligible for special education under IDEA may include 
those children with disabilities who have an intellectual disability, 
autism, deaf-blindness, emotional disturbance, hearing impair-
ment, multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairment, traumatic 
brain injury, acquired brain injury, visual impairment, or devel-
opmental delay and who, because of such an impairment, need 
special education services.

Children eligible under Section 504 for special education and/ or 
related aids, accommodations, and services may include those 
children who have a physical or mental impairment that sub-
stantially limits one or more major life activities.

If you suspect your child has a disability and may need special 
education and/or related aids, accommodations, and services, 
or if you would like additional information, please contact the 
Director of Special Instructional Services, Renea Sparks, at 
603-673-2690, extension 2113.  

Schools Souhegan Art Teacher, 
Martha Rives, Named NH 
Art Educator of the Year

Congratulations to SHS Art 
teacher, Martha Rives! Martha is 
the recipient of the NH Art Educa-
tor of the Year Award from the NH 
Art Educators’ Association. This 
award is one of the NH Excellence 
in Education Awards known as The 

“ED”ies. Martha will receive the 
award at the NH “ED”ies Award re-
ception in June. Martha will also be 
honored at the NH Fall Arts Educa-
tion Conference in Oct. and at the 
National Art Education Conference 
in March.

NH Excellence in Education Awards
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With the start of a new school year, First Student would like 
all parents to know that your children are in good hands 
each time they ride on a First Student bus. The safety of the 
children we transport is at the forefront of all we do. 

 
Riding a bus is the safest way for children to get to and 
from school. 
It’s safer than walking, riding a bike or even riding in the family 
car.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports 
that buses are 13 times safer than passenger cars. 
 
First Student school buses are packed with state-of-the-art 
safety features to protect our riders.  

• High-definition GPS systems are on most First Student 
buses, providing exact location and speed of a school bus 
at any time. 

• Child Check-Mate is an on-board electronic reminder system that reminds drivers to check for 
sleeping children before leaving the bus. 

• Flashing lights and extended stop arms warn motorists that children are 
boarding or unloading.  

• Well-anchored seats with high backs and heavy padding create a 
protective seating area. 

• Smaller buses for preschool children and special needs students utilize 
car seats or specialized restraint systems. Many of these buses have 
an assistant on board. 

 
First Student buses operate under stringent safety protocols. 
• Preventive maintenance inspections are conducted by certified 

mechanics, ensuring buses run at peak performance. 
• Vehicle safety checks are performed before each route. 
• Our strict no-idling policy reduces school bus emissions.  
 

First Student drivers must meet extensive safety and training requirements. 
• A comprehensive background check as well as a drug and alcohol screenings. 
• A Department of Transportation physical exam. 
• More than 40 hours of classroom and behind-the-wheel training. 
• Monthly safety and training meetings. 
• Regular driving history checks and random drug 

and alcohol screens. 
 

Safety is a core value at First Student.  
We pride ourselves on our safety record, dedicated 
personnel and overall performance. Safely 
transporting the six million children entrusted to us on 
our buses each day is a responsibility we take very 
seriously. 
 

For more information, visit www.firststudentinc.com. 

School Bus Safety Features 

School’s Open, Please 
Drive Carefully!

To help boost traffic safety in and around schools 
zones, AAA Northern New England is distributing more 
than 3000 back to school safety posters to schools, li-
braries, community groups and law enforcement agen-
cies as part of AAA’s 79th annual “School’s Open—Drive 
Carefully campaign. New items for distribution include 
colorful pedestrian School’s Open Walk Safely book-
marks, a teacher curriculum and School’s Open bumper 
stickers. 

As summer draws to a close and the school bell rings 
in a new school year, 55 million children across the 
United States will head back to school. With 13 percent 
of those children typically walking or biking to school, 
AAA warns drivers to be especially vigilant for pedes-
trians and bicyclist before and after school hours. The 
afternoon hours are particularly dangerous – over the 
last decade, more than one-fourth of child pedestrian fa-
talities occurred between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Traffic safety laws and rules have changed significantly 
since today’s parents were children, said Moody. Manda-
tory seat belt and booster seat laws, air bags, bike helmet 
requirements, texting and cell phone ban awareness as 
well as new, safer ways for crossing streets should be 
discussed with children. Children should remove head-
phones and put away cell phones and other electronic 
devices so they can hear and see traffic when crossing 
the street.

One-fifth of children under age 14 who die in motor 
vehicle crashes are pedestrians, according to the Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  The fatalities 
are more likely to happen mid-afternoon, when school is 
letting out. 

Educators can request the Schools Open Drive Care-
fully Teachers Guide to bring the message of traffic safe-
ty into the classroom.  For more information or to obtain 
the guide, call AAA Traffic Safety , 207-780-6988.

Motorists should remember the  
following tips to keep kids safe:
• Slow down. Obey school zone speed 

limits. Speed limits in school zones 
are reduced for a reason. A pedestrian 
struck by a vehicle traveling at 25 mph 
is nearly two-thirds less likely to be 
killed compared to a pedestrian struck 
by a vehicle traveling just 10 mph 
faster.

• Stop for the school bus. Upon meet-
ing or overtaking in either direction a 
school bus receiving or discharging 
children on a road, parking area, or 
on school property, a driver must stop 
and not proceed until the bus resumes 
movement or the school bus operator 
signals to proceed. www.drivinglaws.
aaa.com/laws/school-buses

• Come to a complete stop. Research 
shows that more than one-third of 
drivers roll through stop signs in 
school zones or neighborhoods. Always 
come to a complete stop, checking 
carefully for children on sidewalks and 
in crosswalks before proceeding.

• Eliminate distractions. Research 
shows that taking your eyes off the 
road for just two seconds doubles your 
chances of crashing. And children can 
be quick, crossing the road unexpect-
edly or emerging suddenly between 
two parked cars. Reduce risk by not 
texting, using your cell phone or eating 
while driving, for example.

• Watch for bicycles. Children on bikes 
are often inexperienced, unsteady and 
unpredictable. Slow down and allow 
at least three feet of passing distance 
between your vehicle and a bicyclist. 
If your child rides a bicycle to school, 
require that he or she wear a properly 
fitted bicycle helmet on every ride. 
Find videos, expert advice and safety 
tips at ShareTheRoad.AAA.com.

• Talk to your teen. No matter how good 
a student or how much you trust your 
teen, they are still an inexperienced 
driver. Car crashes are the leading 
cause of death for teens in the United 
States, and more than one in four 
fatal crashes involving teen drivers 
occur during the after-school hours of 

3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Consider the AAA On-
board Teen Safe Driver Program. AAA 
Onboard utilizes a in-vehicle device 
and web portal to help parents identify 
coaching opportunities and stay con-
nected with their teen driver. www.aaa.
com/onboard

Pedestrians should remember the 
following safety tips:
• Children under age 10 should not 

cross the street alone.
• Cross only at corners so drivers can 

see you.
• Always use a crosswalk when avail-

able.  But remember that painted lines 
can’t stop cars.

• Remove headphones and put away 
electronic devices when crossing the 
street.

• Use the intersection walk/don’t walk 
push-button.  Cross with the “walk” 
sign only.

• Look all ways before crossing, watch-
ing for cars that are turning.

• Never cross the street from between 
cars.  Drivers can’t see you.

• If there’s no sidewalk, walk on left side 
of road, facing traffic, to see oncoming 
cars.

• Use a flashlight or wear something 
retro-reflective at night to help drivers 
see you.

Bicyclists should remember the  
following safety tips:
• Bicycle riders under age 16 must wear 

a helmet under state law in Maine and 
New Hampshire and it is a recom-
mended best practice for all.

• Keep your bicycle in good mechanical 
condition.  

• Use the safest route to your destina-
tion. Obey all traffic rules and signs.

• Walk your bike across busy intersec-
tions; don’t carry passengers.

• Be sure the road is clear before enter-
ing.

• Always ride single file and watch for 
opening car doors.  


