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Help Wanted - Paid-On-Call 
Firefighters

Amherst Fire Department has opening for Fire-
fighters between the ages of 18 – 55.   These are 
rewarding part-time positions that give back to the 
community.  No training is required we will train you.   
Pay is $11.75 per hour for time spent responding 
to emergencies, average annual compensation is 
$1,500.00.    Firefighter level one certification must 
be completed within two years of hire.   Must have 
a valid driver license and clean criminal record.   El-
igible candidates must reside in Amherst or within 
a five minute drive from an Amherst Fire Station or 
work in Amherst with the ability to leave work for fire 
calls.  Telecommuters are encourage to apply.

For further information and application contact 
Amherst fire department at 673-1545

Church Rummage Sale
The Women’s Association of the Amherst Congre-

gational Church annual Fall Rummage sale is Friday 
September 27 from  5:00 - 7:30 and Saturday from 
9:00  AM to noon. 

This well organized and value priced sale features  
children’s, women’s and men’s clothing; including 
coats jackets and winter outerwear,  jewelry and 
accessories.  Household items including cook-wear, 
dishes, glassware, some vintage quality, utensils, 
decorative items, sheets & linens, table cloths, 
mats, towels, clean bedding, curtains, etc. Also 
toys games, books and much more.  Come early for 
best selection; bring your own tote bags for faster 
check out.

Democrats Potluck Supper and 
Speaker, Thurs,, Sept. 19th

Amherst and Milford Democrats will be having 
a Potluck supper and guest speaker on Thurs-
day, September 19th, at 6:30pm, at the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Milford, 20 Elm St, 
Milford.  The topic for this month’s presentation will 
be “Repealing New Hampshire’s Death Penalty in 
2014.”  Our speaker will be John-Michael Dumais, 
directory of the New Hampshire Parent Information 
and Resource Center (NH PIRC) program.  

Karate in the Library!!
The “Five Ancestors” Karate Demonstra-
tion, Saturday, Sep. 28 @ 2pm

The action-packed martial arts series by Jeff 
Stone is the inspiration behind this program.  They’ll 
be demonstrations of the various martial arts styles 
that are highlighted in the books, and getting the 
kids up to try some of the moves! The books are 
most appropriate for kids ages 9 and up, but the 
program is open to those 5 and up.  It’s not nec-
essary to read the books beforehand, but if you’re 
interested in the martial arts, like non-stop action, 
and are at least 9  years old, give them a read—
they’re great!   Space is limited, so registration is 
necessary.

Red Cross Blood Drive at 
Messiah Lutheran Church

 Messiah Lutheran Church in Amherst has been 
sponsoring Red Cross blood drives for the past 6 
years and is proud to do so again this year.  It has 
become a tradition for the church in honor of mem-
ber Katie Retelle.  

Saturday, September 14th, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
at Messiah Lutheran Church, 303 Route 101 (just 
before the Amherst Garden Center). Reserve a spot 
in advance (www.redcrossblood.org/make-dona-
tion) or simply show up.  A nursing staff is on hand 
to walk you through the process.  Following your 
donation, Messiah Lutheran is happy to offer you 
nourishing (and tasty) snacks -- typically breakfast 
in the morning and chili in the afternoon. You can 
find more information on eligibility at www.redcross-
blood.org

If you plan to donate blood, please bring an 
identification card of some type (e.g., driver’s li-
cense, student ID).  Anywhere, at any time there’s 
an emergency, there’s always a need for blood, and 
donating it is one of the most personally rewarding 
things you can do. 

A&E 
Open House: Dachowski Photography 
and Sullivan Framing and Fine Art  
Gallery, September 19, 6-9 p.m.
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Library 
September is Library Card Sign Up 
Month at the Amherst Town Library. 
Come see what you’re missing!

SportsFolio
Souhegan soccer teams are 
on a roll with close wins in 
the early season.

Front Page    pages 1 and 6

Antiques
The Historical Society of Amherst’s 
18th annual Antiques on the Green 
Show and Sale is this Saturday, 9-3.

Fall 2013 evening enrichmenT courses & Workshops – sTarT monday, sepTember 23 – deTails on page 3
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Fall in... 
love!

Visit the new design center today-it’s worth the time

Friends of the Library Book Sale September 14th  Features 14,000 Books

Amherst Department 
Heads to Present Strategic 
Plans to Selectmen 

Historical Society of Amherst

18th Annual Antiques on the Green Show and 
Sale Features Quality Antiques 

Bill Johnson’s sons and granddaughter Corry Johnson, Michael Johnson, Emma Johnson and Tony Johnson thank school and town 
officials for honoring their father by dedicating the baseball diamond at Spalding Field in his name.  Unable to attend were his 
son, Patrick Johnson, and daughter, Jennifer Johnson.

Baseball Diamond Named in Honor of Bill Johnson
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – On a beautiful sun-
ny Saturday afternoon in September, 
the late Bill Johnson’s family members 
and community friends took time to 
remember Bill’s contributions to Am-
herst at the dedication of the baseball 
diamond at Spalding Field in his name. 
Amherst is a better place to live as a re-
sult of Bill’s contributions.  He moved 
his wife Dorothy and six sons and one 
daughter from New Jersey to Amherst 
in 1964.

After Bill’s death at age 91 in Novem-
ber 2012, Jim Hendrix, a close John-
son family friend, worked with town 
and school officials to see to it that 
Bill was remembered in a meaningful 
way. Hendrix tells how the baseball 
diamond and the Little League pro-
gram were started in Amherst.  When 
Bill went to Town Hall to sign his sons 
up for Little League, “Selectman Joe 
Hines told him, we have neither a little 
league nor a recreation department but 
you’re just the guy for the job. At that 
point, both the Amherst Little League 
and Amherst Recreation Commission 
were effectively born. However, things 
got a little complicated. There was a 
field, Spalding field, but just an open 
space on Christian Hill Road across 

Continued on page 4  u

AMHERST - In June, the 
Amherst Board of Select-
men launched an integrated 
approach to strategic plan-
ning to enable the town to 
be more proactive in shap-
ing its desired future and to 
link annual plans and bud-
gets to a unified strategic 
direction. Having worked 
over the summer creat-
ing their strategic plans, 
town department heads will 
share their proposed plans 
with the selectmen begin-
ning in September. 

The Board of Selectmen, 
which has been meeting 
twice monthly, will switch 
to weekly meetings starting 
on Monday, September 9th. 
Each week, one of eight de-
partment heads will present 
his/her proposed plan and 
engage in detailed discus-
sions the Board. The select-
men will ensure that each 
meeting is televised via 
ACTV, so that citizens can 
view all of the presentations 
and related discussions. 

According to select-
man Mike Akillian, who is 
leading the planning pro-
cess, “Presentations will be 
made by Police (913), EMS 
(9/16/13), Fire (9/23/13), Li-
brary (9/30/13), Commu-
nity Development (1013), 
DPW (10/15/13), Recre-
ation (10/21/13) and Town 

Administration (10/28/13). 
Each department head will, 
at a minimum, present a 
proposed FY15 budget and 
some will propose multi-
year budgets tied to strate-
gic initiatives outlined in 
their plans. 

“This is a multi-year pro-
cess,” said Akillian, “starting 
with the town departments. 
Because Community Devel-
opment takes its strategic 
direction from the Planning 
Board, Heritage Commis-
sion, Zoning Board, His-
toric District Commission, 
and Conservation Com-
mission, we have shared the 
planning process with them 
and asked that they help 
shape a strategic frame-
work upon which Commu-
nity Development can base 
its plan this year. Next year, 
the process will be extended 
to other town boards, com-
missions, and committees, 
and we expect the process 
to be refined each year as it 
becomes part of the fabric 
of town government.” 

The Board of Selectman is 
interested in learning what 
other forums citizens might 
like them to convene to dis-
cuss these proposed plans 
further. Citizens can share 
their ideas with them at 
bos@amherstnh.gov. 

AMHERST – Need some 
new books? The annual 
Friends of the Amherst Li-
brary mega-book sale is 
scheduled for Saturday, Sep-
tember 14th from 8:30am 
to 3:00pm at the Congre-

gational Church of Am-
herst, located at 11 Church 
Street right on the Amherst 
Green. A special preview for 
Members starts at 8:00am. 
New members may join at 
the door from 7:30am.

 One of the largest book 
sales in New Hampshire, 
the sale will feature close to 
14,000 books, 95% of which 
are graciously donated 
from the community. These 
books are meticulously 

sorted into 15 categories for 
ease of shopping. There is 
a large and high quality se-
lection of children’s books. 
Prices are $1 for most adult 
books and $0.50 for most 
children’s books.

AMHERST – Visit the 
18th annual “Antiques on 
the Green” event on Sep-
tember 14 if you are inter-
ested in finding quality an-
tiques in a quintessential 
New England setting.  Held 
on the historic Amherst 
Town Common, this time 
honored show is hosted by 
the Historical Society of 
Amherst.  Proceeds support 
an annual scholarship given 
to a graduating senior.

The show is held from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m, rain 
or shine. Quality antique 
dealers from all over New 
England bring a wide selec-
tion of small and large an-
tiques of interest. You will 
find things to furnish your 
home, decorate for the hol-
idays or enhance an outfit 
with a special piece of jewel-
ry. Admission fee is $5 and 
includes a free raffle tick-
et. Additional raffle tick-

ets may be purchased, and 
drawings will be held each 
hour.  

During our show, com-
munity friends will provide 
music, displays of historical 
interest and tips for collec-
tors.  Jason Hackler from 
the New Hampshire An-
tique Coop will provide ap-
praisals at 11am and David 
Searles will appraise jew-
elry at the same hour. New 
this year is the “Attic Trea-
sures” sale booth, chock full 
of donated items from the 
homes of society members.  
Amherst Garden Center & 
Flower Shop will decorate 
the town common and sell 
seasonal items to help pre-
pare local homes for the ap-
proach of autumn. Jakes Ice 
Cream will also be on hand 
to serve tasty treats.  

Beautiful silver service from a prior antiques show. Continued on page 6  u


