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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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Hats Off to AMS Corey White and 
Linda Farrington
To the editor:

I was visiting the school this morning and from several rooms had the 
most wonderful view of your raised garden beds. Certainly your students 
will benefit from their involvement and, of course, will enjoy the end results. 
Congratulations to you for doing such a extraordinary project!

About a year or so ago, there was an article in the Boston Globe about the 
Framingham School’s gardens. If I recall correctly, the produce went from 
the gardens to the school kitchen. The students pitched in and worked hard 
through the entire process, even during the summer months. Apparently 
very successful.

So hats off to you! Has your project been written up in our local newspa-
per? It certainly should be! Perhaps you might receive donations of seeds 
and/or plants. Just a thought.

Regards,
Elisabeth Barrett
Amherst

Just The Facts
To the editor:

In a recent newspaper issue there was a letter extolling the massive in-
crease in Democratic voter registration. The statement was: “Over the pre-
vious 10-year period, Democratic registrations in Amherst have grown by 
61%, while Republican registrations have only grown 5 percent, according 
to the Secretary of State website.”  Wow! Holly Batman! Could this be true? 
Is the Republican Party finished? Well I wondered and reviewed the pub-
lication, State of New Hampshire MANUAL for the General Court, com-
monly known as the Red Book, published annually by the New Hampshire 
Secretary of State.

In the 2012 election, there were 8,181 registered voters in Amherst.  Reg-
istered Democrats totaled 2,093, (25%); Registered Republicans 3,326, 
(41%); undeclared, 2,762, (34%) Going back over ten years to the year 2,000 
election there were 6,644 registered voters in Amherst. Registered Demo-
crats totaled 1,472, (22%); registered Republicans, 3,248, (49%); undeclared, 
1,924, (29%).

No, Democratic Party registration has not gone through the roof. Repub-
lican Party registrations are still 15 points ahead. But my question is why 
has the undeclared voter registration grown so much? This is the issue both 
Republican and Democrat party leaders should ask. Sadly I feel the answer 
is that undeclared voters are becoming more and more disenchanted with 
both parties; especially with the extreme elements in each party, and ran-
corous partisanship.

Amherst has never been a partisan town. Even when Republicans were 
the vast majority in Amherst, a Democratic candidate was elected to the 
House. Amherst voters choose individuals over parties.

I feel that if Republicans and Democrats would work, talk and compro-
mise on issues, the undeclared voter registration would diminish. Yes and 
all the citizens would benefit, especially in Washington.

 
Sincerely,
Representative Robert Rowe

Thanks to the Amherst Police  
Department 
To the editor:

About a week or so ago the phone rang at 2:18am.  As a parent of two 
teenagers, one at home and one off to college,   a flash of ‘Oh No (or an-
other word choice)’ flew through my brain as I jumped out of bed to grab 
the phone.  Needless to say I was in a complete fog when I heard…”this is 
the Amherst police department”.   I don’t even think my eyes had focused 
yet and heard something like “we are giving you a courtesy call”.  With 
those words I knew my kids were safe so… are you kidding me? What could 
warrant a courtesy call at 2am? “We have an officer driving through your 
neighborhood and noticed that the dome light is on in your car. We’ve had 
some car burglaries in the area recently and just wanted to check and make 
sure everything is ok – sorry to bother you”.  Befuddled in pokadot PJ’s and 
extreme bedhead, I was greeted outside by an officer who probably got a 
real chuckle from my fashion.  Sans glasses, I turned off the dome light ac-
cidently left on earlier in the night. He wished me well and drove away.  The 
next morning I woke up and questioned if was a dream or reality.   A couple 
days later I saw that Amherst was named in the top 10 Quietest towns in 
the country, maybe I was dreaming that too since I can’t seem to find the 
online article anymore.  Anyway, if having the local police patrol the neigh-
borhood in the middle of night is a perk of life in the quiet lane, then I’m 
happy to be here!  Thank you to the Amherst Police Department for tak-
ing those late night cruises past our homes and watching our backs… and 
dome lights!   

Marcia Griffith 
Amherst

U.S. Senators Ayotte and Shaheen  
Release Statements on Military 
Action in Syria

US Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) US Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

MANCHESTER - U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte (R-NH) will participate in a 
classified briefing tomorrow in the Senate Armed Services Committee fo-
cusing on President Obama’s request for an authorization to use military 
force in Syria. She released the following statement in advance of Wednes-
day’s briefing, which will include Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel and Gen-
eral Martin Dempsey, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

“The decision to authorize military action is one of the most serious de-
cisions we confront. This briefing will provide an opportunity for me to 
ask important questions and scrutinize the administration’s plan - includ-
ing what the impact of failing to act would have on our country and coun-
tries in the Middle East, including Syria, Israel and Iran. I look forward to 
learning more about the President’s objectives and his military strategy for 
achieving them.

“While I appreciated the President’s address on Saturday, I believe he 
should address the American people in a prime time address before Con-
gress votes outlining why using military force against the Assad regime is 
in our national security interests, what our objectives will be in using force, 
and how we will achieve those objectives.”

U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) released the following statement 
after voting for a resolution in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee au-
thorizing limited military force in Syria:

“Authorizing the President to use military force anywhere in the world 
is a solemn and serious responsibility and the decision to undertake mili-
tary action is not one I take lightly.  Failing to take action against the As-
sad regime’s use of chemical weapons poses a significant and direct threat 
to American national security interests. I am mindful that there are many 
people in New Hampshire and throughout the country who are war weary 
and concerned about the consequences of the use of military force. I share 
their concerns, but based on my strong belief that we must deter the spread 
and use of weapons of mass destruction, I am convinced we must take this 
limited military action against the Assad regime’s military capabilities.

“The resolution I voted for is limited in time and scope and does not au-
thorize American troops on the ground.  Rather, it permits an appropri-
ate response to Assad’s international weapons violations that will rightful-
ly signal to his and other regimes, like those in Iran and North Korea, that 
the United States will not tolerate the use of weapons of mass destruction. 
I believe that this type of targeted, proportionate response will best protect 
our national security interests.” 

Syria
To the editor:

I know Syria well - I served as a diplomat in our embassy in Damascus 
from 2000-2002.  The Syrian people are on the whole lovely and friend-
ly.  Tragically, the Assad dictatorship they live under is unspeakably vile.  
What’s more, the Assad family has American blood on its hands from its 
certain involvement in the Beirut Marine Corps Barracks bombing in 1983.  
We have significant reason to consider their regime an enemy.  

Two years ago, intervention in the Syrian civil war when the democrat-
ic revolution was at its height might have done some good and served our 
strategic interests in the Middle East.  But today the Syrian people are 
caught between the thugs (and Iranians) fighting for Assad and the (mostly 
foreign) jihadis fighting to establish an Al Qaeda dictatorship.  The Syrian 
democratic revolution is dead.  Therefore, lobbing cruise missiles into this 
mix to protect our President’s credibility by “firing a shot across their bow” 
makes no sense to me.  It is simply murder.

Unless and until we are willing to fight to free the Syrian people, with all 
the commitment that implies, we should stay out of this war. 

Nate Jensen
Amherst

Amherst Recycling Task Force
The Task Force meets the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm at the 

Office of DPW – residents are welcome. Visit: www.amherstnh.gov/pub-
licworks/index.html for complete details.

Amherst Recycling Center 
Hours:  Tuesday:  12 noon to 8 p.m.
 Thursday:  12 noon to 8 p.m.
 Friday:   7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
 Saturday:  7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Fee Structure (PAID AT THE SCALE HOUSE)
Appliances with Freon: Refrigerators, Air Conditioners, Freezers,: $10.00
Brush over 6” diameter:     $0.10/lb.
Demolition & Construction material (No asbestos or asbestos shingles):  
      $0.10/lb.
Propane Gas Cylinders: Check at Scale House for price based on size.
Car Tires:  $2.50 each. Truck Tires:       $10.00 each.
TVs, Computer Monitors, CRTs:    $5.00 each. 

Aluminum Cans 
Recycle on aluminum can sorting table; rinse and squash.

Batteries-Alkaline 
Put in trash compactors.

Batteries-Rechargeable 
Take to Radio Shack, Nashua Hazardous Waste Center, or
place in special battery container in recycling area.

Batteries-Car 
Stack At Designated Area.

Books 
Put in Book Shed or recycle soft cover books in mixed paper
compactor. Take covers off hard cover book and recycle in
mixed paper compactor; put covers in trash.

Brush-up to 6” 
Put in brush pile at top of hill.

Brush – over 6” 
Pay at Scale House, then put in brush pile at top of hill.

Yard Waste 
Put in compost pile: Grass clippings, leaves, pine needles, garden waste 
and COLD fireplace ashes; no brush, rocks, food products, flower pots, or 
plastic bags.

Cell Phones & PDAs 
Recycle at Scale House, or with Peabody Mill Environmental Center at the 
Library, Town Hall, or Wilkins School.

Clean, untreated lumber
Dispose of at top of hill: Not painted or stained, no pressure treated items, 
no plywood, no wood-like composite material.

Clothing/Textiles 
Must be clean. dry, and in plastic bags—clothing, bedding, rags, or towels. 
No pillows or sleeping bags. Place in collection container.

Commingles 
Recycle plastic and metal containers on commingle sorting table

Corrugated Cardboard 
Recycle in cardboard compactor; flattened, clean, dry, no pizza boxes.

Electronics 
Check at the Scale House – VCRs, radios, electronic equipment; computer 
equipment. - Place “intact” CPU box (all components including hard drive) 
and laptops into the container dedicated to CPU’s. TVs/computer monitors 
– pay at Scale House.

Fluorescent Lights 
Recycle in covered plastic containers near trash compactors.

Glass 
Recycle on glass sorting table; bottles, drinking glasses, ceramic coffee 
cups, plate glass, and window panes.

Kitty Litter 
MUST be disposed of in trash. Cannot be Recycled.

Magazines, Newspapers 
Recycle in newspaper & magazine recycle container; newspapers with 
inserts, magazines, direct mail catalogs.

Mixed Paper 
Recycle in mixed paper compactor (details below).

Motor Oil 
Dispose of in oil collection tank; no antifreeze or synthetic oil. Dispose of 
antifreeze in antifreeze collection tank.

Paint 
Latex paint thoroughly dried – put in trash; Oil based paints, stains, thin-
ners – take to Hazardous Waste Center in Nashua.

Scrap Metal 
Put in Metal Pile. All large and small metal items. Appliances
that do not contain Freon. Metal frames from Hide-abeds.

Still Good Shed
• Games, household items, toys, sporting goods, and manageable furni-

ture (see attendant first). The volume of items deposited often gets out 
of hand and after a period of time the building is cleared.

Book Swap
• Book swap room is located in red building on left near entrance.
ACCEPTABLE Mixed Paper Recycling Junk Mail Envelopes (even those with 

windows) Cereal Boxes, Shoe Boxes, etc. (aka chipboard) Computer Pa-
per Paper Egg Cartons (styrofoam type goes in trash) Manila Envelopes, 
Office Paper, Posters, School Paper (e.g., ruled, construction) Soft Cover 
Books, Telephone Books, White or Colored Paper, Hard Cover Books 
(with covers removed).


