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1854, 300 bushels in 1855, and 500 
bushels of blueberries, blackberries, 
and whortleberries (aka huckleber-
ries) in 1856 – for which he prom-
ised to pay the highest prices. Na-
thaniel H. George (1822-1882) was 
initially proprietor of the old Read 
store (where the Soldier’s Monu-
ment now is), then from June 1856 
to c. Jan. 1857 of a store in the brick 
block (Cushing’s Folly) with a new 
partner; and finally from 1857 to 
1861 the corner store (SW corner of 
Main and Middle Streets), all three 
now gone. He was also postmaster.

In early August 1854, the Cabi-
net reported: “A gentleman who has 
done marketing in the line of blue-
berries, making [Amherst, N.H.] his 
head-quarters, has collected and 
furnished to the Boston Market 600 
bushels within a few weeks.” The 
next week: “It [was] stated that 890 
bushels of berries of different kinds 
were in Quincy market, Boston, on 
Saturday last week.”

At the beginning of August 1859: 
“The berry-pickers have had a good 
time, thus far this season, and the 
quantities of blueberries sent to 
market are truly surprising. ...Thir-
ty bushels a day have on some days, 
gone from this vicinity to Boston. 
Not less than 300 bushels have been 
forwarded to Boston market this 
summer, by N. H. George, Esq., of 
[Amherst], for which he has paid 
out in cash to the pickers not less 
than $1,100. Some persons have re-
ceived as high as $100, and are yet 
picking.”

The next store proprietor to take 
this ‘franchise’ (so-to-speak) was 
Hollis E. Abbott (c.1836-1897), the 
new postmaster. After the confla-
gration of 2 Dec. 1863 destroyed the 
old Lawrence store (along with the 
Means store and old tavern on ei-
ther side of it), he moved his West 
Indies and dry goods, and post and 
telegraph offices a block down Main 
Street to “the central store,” the 
same corner store where George 
had been. Abbott’s was the largest 
store in town, until 1868. 

Abbott’s first notice about blue-
berries appeared 5 June 1862: “Ber-
ry Gatherers. Having made special 
arrangements for the sale of Ber-
ries the coming season, I shall be 
pleased to take all the berries you 
can pick, at the highest market cash 
prices, or 32 cents per bushel above 
the cash price if payable in goods. 
The goods will be sold at the same 
price as though you bought for the 
money.” In the next few years, he 
wanted 1000 bushels. He always of-
fered to pay cash, but also contin-
ued to offer an incentive (not quite 
as good as his first year) for the ber-
ry pickers to be paid in goods.

“Notice to Berry Gatherers! Hav-
ing purchased of H. E. Abbott, his 
interest in the business in this vicin-
ity, with all the fixtures, I propose to 
conduct the business on a new plan, 
and having the facilities for selling 
fruit which are superior to those 
of any other party in this vicinity, 
I trust I shall be able to give entire 
satisfaction to all interested. Parties 
may be sure to realize the full cash 
value of their fruit daily. John Roby. 
P.S. Persons bringing their berries 
into the village may leave them at 
the Post Office. Amherst, N.H., 
June 25, 1867.” (Not clear whether it 
really was superior; he didn’t last in 
the berry business.)

Multiple Blueberry Pick-up 
Routes

A new player entered the blue-
berry business in the summer of 
1868: “Notice to Berry Pickers. The 
highest cash prices will be paid for 
berries this season, at the store of 
Wm. R. Clark. Amherst.” William 
Rodney Clark (1834-1916) resid-
ed at 8 Main Street, having bought 
the house in April 1867 for $1000, 
which he used briefly for a store, 
and had just “purchased the stage 
line from Amherst to Danforth’s 
Corner” (Ponemah station) in 
March 1868, the fare one way be-
ing 25 cents. He soon obtained the 
contract to carry the U.S. Mail back 
and forth between the train sta-
tion and the Village post office. His 
main business for decades would be 
the stage coach. It was a natural fit 
to use his team(s) to collect the ber-
ries directly from the pickers and 
to deliver consolidated boxes to the 
trains.

1870 July: “As W. R. Clark was go-
ing from [Amherst village] to the 
station on Monday afternoon, with 
a two-horse load of blueberries, a 
half-bushel box became detached 
and slipped down upon the heels 
of one of the horses, causing him to 
run, which threw off more boxes, 
and as the wheels passed over them, 
the transient bolt came out, pitch-
ing both the load and driver into the 
road. Mr. C. held to the reins, and 
allowed the horses to drag him a 
number of rods, but found he could 
not stop them, and not liking the 
style of riding, let them go. He suf-
fered a sprained knee, and some 
bruises. The forward part of the 
wagon was considerably damaged, 
and the berries a good deal scat-
tered. Loss nearly $50.” 

1871 July: “The crop of early (low) 
blueberries in this section is much 

better than was expected, though 
not as good as in previous years. W. 
R. Clark who runs teams collect-
ing and sending in for the pickers, 
forwarded to market about twenty 
bushels per day last week. The pric-
es toward the last of the week was 
20 cts. per quart. There is prospect 
of a large crop of high and half-
highs.”

1872 May: “To Berry Pickers. 
[Clark & Bates of Amherst] will this 
season, as usual, run teams over the 
old routes, collecting berries, and 
paying the pickers the highest pos-
sible prices. Berries will also be re-
ceived at the house [presumably 8 
Main Street]. They hope by fair and 
liberal dealing with the gatherers to 
obtain their full share of the ber-
ries.” 

Increased market demand led 
to competition. In July 1869, at 
the height of the blueberry season, 
“Messrs. S. F. Kendall and A. F. Saw-
yer collect on their respective routes 
– over Chestnut Hills, through the 
east part of Mont Vernon, and into 
New Boston – from 10 to 15 bush-
els per day each, which they send to 
the Boston market. The price paid, 
for a day or two, has been 10 cents 
per quart.” 

Simeon Flint Kendall (1829-
1895), a farmer in Mont Vernon, 
in July 1869 gave “Notice to Berry 
Pickers [that] for the better accom-
modation of some, he has made ar-
rangements with Messrs. Forsaith 
& Pierce, Amherst, to have berries 
left at their store, where the highest 
price will be paid. He will also drive 
over the same rout[e] as in seasons 
before, and hopes by paying good 
prices and fair dealing, to get a lib-
eral amount of berries.” (Wilson D. 
Forsaith (1874-1886) & Lewis A. 
Pierce (formerly a grocer in Low-
ell) were partners from Feb. to Nov 

1869 in store at NE corner of Old 
Jailhouse Road and Church Street, 
now gone; Forsaith continued as 
storekeeper in the Village.) When 
Kendall’s later financial difficulties 
resulted in his property being taken 
and auctioned by the sheriff in Dec. 
1878, among the items were “two 
berry wagons, 8000 boxes for ber-
ries, and 100 cases for boxes.” 

Andrew F. Sawyer (1835-1921) 
was a mill owner & lumberman 
who resided since 1866 at 19 Mid-
dle Street; he later became a flour/
grain dealer, from Oct. 1878 -Sep. 
1880 renting the little store be-
tween 7 and 9 Church Street (now 
gone) which also offered teas, cof-
fees, spices, candy, fabric, shoes & 
slippers; then moving into the store 
on the other side of Jailhouse Road, 
which was a branch of his Nash-
ua store. In June 1880, Sawyer ad-
vertized: “Notice to Berry Pickers. 
Cash paid for Blueberries in large 
or small quantities at the “Little 
Branch Store” [in] Amherst.”

1870 June: “The first lot of blue-
berries brought to this market were 
twelve quarts gathered by J[esse] 
O. Robinson [(1830-1887), a farm-
er of Mont Vernon,] on Wednesday 
of last week. He received 30 cents a 
quart for them.” 
Low Prices

1874 Aug.: “The last of the blue-
berries were received on board the 
cars here [Amherst] on Friday last, 
when the low price in Boston 6 
cents per quart reduced the amount 
to 200 or 30 quarts. Express mes-
senger J. A. Parker informs us that 
during the last four weeks, his train, 
which has taken all the Milford and 
Amherst berries, has carried 50 
bushels per day upon an average, 
the largest quantity any one day be-
ing 107 bushels. The Greenfield and 
Lyndeboro’ berries have been taken 
by the morning train.” 

By August 1886, “there [was] no 
profit in the picking” for a “blueber-
ry season [that was] unusually long 
and prolific.”

1889 Aug.:  Mr. Lucius F. Bills 
(1846-1915), a teamster who owned 
half a dozen horses and resided at 6 
Courthouse Road, “delivered to the 
market over 1000 bushels of blue-
berries. Among his pickers was an 
old lady at New Boston, by the name 
of Cochran, the mother of Rev. 
W[arren] R. Cochran of Antrim, 
over 87 years of age. She gathered 
within six weeks 216 quarts of ber-
ries, for which she received $10.13. 
A little girl by the name of Katie S. 
King, 8 years old, a cripple whom 
Mrs. Cochran took from the Coun-
ty Farm, picked 255 quarts receiv-
ing $12.92.” 

1897 July: “Three bushels of Blue-
berries were shipped [from Am-
herst] to Boston on the 2d of July. 
The first of the season, Samuel Her-
rick being the shipper.”
Sources:

Robert Frost: The Early Years, 
1874-1914 by Lawrance Thompson, 
1966, p. 52-53; this is volume 1 of 
3-volume set; this passage is omit-
ted from abridged version. Sarah 
nee Frost (1822-1887), wife of Benja-
min Messer (1817-1910), was Robert 
Frost’s great-aunt. Other quotations 
are all from the Farmers’ Cabinet 
newspaper of Amherst, N.H.; pub-
lished in Milford in 1897.

Amherst Supplied Blueberries to  Boston Market in the 19th Century

SHARE Outreach Kicks off   
Capital Campaign for Building 
Renovations

MILFORD – Cynthia Dokmo, 
chair of the board of directors, an-
nounced today that SHARE has 
launched a $300,000 “capital cam-
paign” to raise funds for the renova-
tion and expansion of its food pan-
try and office administrative space 
at its existing facilities on Colum-
bus Avenue in Milford. 

“SHARE acquired this property 
from the Knights of Columbus in 
2008, and converted the back por-
tion of the building for our food 
pantry operations,” said Dokmo. 
“As the need for our services has 
grown, we have found it challenging 
to provide both access to our pan-
try and suitable office and meeting 
space for our clients. At the same 
time, we want to preserve the ex-
isting function hall and kitchen for 
community activities.” 

During the past year, the board 
has evaluated several options and 
associated costs. The plan approved 
by the board  will provide for the 
renovation and expansion of the ex-
isting “pantry” area including en-
hanced storage, refrigeration and 
shelf space. The reception area, cli-
ent meeting space and several offic-

es will be moved to a new addition 
connected to the existing building 
at the entrance to the pantry.

“Our board is deeply committed 
to this project as a necessary step 
to enhancing our ability to provide 
our client services in a safe, acces-
sible and comfortable environment. 
Members of the Board have com-
mitted $90,000 of personal resourc-
es to this project, but we still need 
help from the Souhegan Valley com-
munities we serve. We are mindful 
that our first priority is meeting our 
clients basic needs,” said Dokmo.  
Construction is planned to begin in 
the spring of 2014.

SHARE, founded in the late 
1970’s as an outreach program of 
St. Patrick’s Church, is an indepen-
dent, non-profit 501(c)3 organiza-
tion. SHARE serves the communi-
ties of Amherst, Brookline, Milford 
and Mont Vernon by providing 
food, clothing and short term finan-
cial assistance to qualified clients in 
need of a helping hand. All dona-
tions are tax deductible. 

For more information, contact 
Christine Janson, executive direc-
tor, at 673-9898. www.sharenh.org

Souhegan Valley Chorus Prepares 
for Holiday Concert Season

Two museums owned and op-
erated by the Historical Society 
are within walking distance of the 
Common and will be open the day 
of the show. There is no charge to 

enter the Wigwam or Chapel muse-
ums. Those attending can also en-
joy food from various local vendors. 
For more information please see 
our website www.hsanh.org.

MILFORD – The Souhegan Val-
ley Chorus invites interested sing-
ers to join the chorus for its up-
coming season.  Weekly rehearsals 
are held on Tuesday evenings from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm in the Milford Mid-
dle School music room, starting on 
September 10th.  The first two re-
hearsals of the season are “open re-
hearsals” for new members to visit 
and see what we’re all about!

The SVC is directed by Jennifer 
K. Erdody of Milford, and accompa-
nied by Kimberly Vars Whitehead 
of Milford.  SVC, now in its 33rd 
season, performs a variety of cho-
ral music – from classical and jazz, 
to popular and gospel.  Its member-
ship of 60+ singers are from towns 
in and around the Souhegan Valley. 
Two sets of concerts are performed 
each season, one in December 
and two in late April or early May.  
SVC also participates in local town 
events such as the Amherst 4th of 
July celebration, Milford Labor Day 
parade, veteran’s observances, and 
the Milford Holiday Stroll.

Jennifer K. Erdody is the choral 
director at Milford High School, 

where she also teaches voice work-
shop and musical theater.  Jennifer 
serves on the staff of the Souhegan 
Valley Boys and Girls Club School 
of Theatre Arts, and directs the 
annual “Messiah” performance in 
Mont Vernon.  The music she has 
selected for our next concert will 
include holiday songs that have spe-
cial meaning to the families of cho-
rus members, and we will be joined 
on stage by the Milford High School 
band.

Souhegan Valley Chorus is open 
without audition to singers of high 
school age or older.  Members bring 
a wide range of abilities and experi-
ence, so anyone who loves to sing is 
encouraged to come give the chorus 
a try at one of the first two rehears-
als in September.  As one member 
put it - “Rehearsals are a good bal-
ance of work and fun.  It’s such a 
welcome treat for me at the end of 
a busy work day.”  For more infor-
mation, visit the chorus website at 
www.souheganvalleychorus.org, or 
find us on Facebook.

Amherst Resident Walks in 25th 
Anniversary of the Boston   
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk

AMHERST — On Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, Maggie Paul from Am-
herst will walk up to 26.2 miles 
along the historic Boston Mara-
thon® route in the 25th anniversa-
ry of the Boston Marathon® Jimmy 
Fund Walk presented by Hyundai. 
She will be among the 8,500 walk-
ers expected to participate with 
the collective goal of raising more 
than $7 million to support lifesav-
ing adult and pediatric patient care 
and cancer research at Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Institute and The Jimmy 
Fund.

“The Boston Marathon Jimmy 
Fund Walk unites thousands of 
people young and the old — from 
parents, to neighbors, colleagues, 
cancer patients, cancer survivors 
— who share a common goal to end 
cancer,” says Ann Beach, director of 
the Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund 

Walk. “Their dedication and com-
mitment to fundraising through 
this event enables Dana-Farber to 
focus on cancer care and research.”

Participants may choose to walk 
one of four routes: the entire 26.2-
mile Hopkinton to Boston route, 
the 13.1-mile Babson to Boston 
route, the 5-mile Boston College 
route, or the 3-mile route from Da-
na-Farber Cancer Institute to the 
Copley Square Finish. Those unable 
to participate on event day can be-
come “Virtual Walkers” and fund-
raise for the event.

All walkers must raise a mini-
mum of $300.   To register for the 
25th anniversary of the Boston 
Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk, to 
support Paul, or to volunteer, visit 
www.JimmyFundWalk.org or call 
(866) 531-9255. 
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AVD ad 2012 > 4.25" x 3"

No more boil-n-bite burns.  No more trimming rough edges, and airway-blocking bulk! 

U-Pick
 Apples

Fresh Cider • Pickles • Jams • Honey
Homemade Pumpkin Bread

 Currier Orchards
 9 Peaslee Road • So. Merrimack
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Weekends & Holidays 9-6
Weekdays 10-5

FRAME DEPOTT
H
E The “Pros”!

Get “peace of mind” knowing that 
your important keepsakes are in 
expert hands, never leaving the 

premises and handled only by our 
experienced  staff. Our goal is your 

complete satisfaction.  We stand 
behind our workmanship. Originals 

& prints by over 35 local artists, 
plus family, nature, inspirational, 

and general themed art.

View our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.
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GifT 
CerTifiCaTes

always available

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4

Fine Custom Framing 
 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

RIVERS UP, E. COLI DOWN  

E-COLI MONITORING RESULTS FOR TESTS 
TAKEN ON AUGUST 13, 2013

SOUHEGAN RIVER SITES:
7. SoR  218  Below the Horseshoe, Wilton   NA
8. SoR  210  Downtown Wilton  150.0
9. SoR  201  Pine Valley Mill, West Milford   116.2
10. SoR  170  Behind Hayward Field, West Milford  NA 
11. SoR  155  Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls Club, 

Milford  129.1
12. SoR  146  Swing Bridge, Milford  187.2
13. SoR  133  Riverside Cemetery, Milford   209.8  
14. SoR  130  Behind Lorden Plaza, Milford  166.4
15. SoR  122  Amherst Country Club  139.6
16. SoR  116  Amherst Conservation land Fairway 

Road, Amherst   137.4
17. SoR  095  Boston Post Road Canoeport, Amherst  

125.9 
18. SoR  070   Seaverns Bridge, Merrimack 135.4

The heavy, continuous rainfall this sum-
mer has kept lots of water in rivers all sum-
mer long. Both the Merrimack and Souhegan 
Rivers have exceeded their 70-year average 
flows all summer long. One has to go back to 
May to find expected levels. This week’s wa-
ter quality testing by the Souhegan Water-
shed Association (SWA) and Merrimack Riv-
er Local Advisory Committee (LMRLAC) 
recorded flows two to three times higher 
than normal. The Merrimack was flowing 
at 3240 cubic feet per second at the time of 
the test on Tuesday morning; historic flow is 
1640 cfs.

Because of the heavy flows this summer, 
the dissolved oxygen levels that are critical 
for the health of the fish and indicators of 
the general health of the river have remained 
very high and very acceptable.

E. coli levels higher than 88 can cause 
swimmer’s eye and ear or gastrointestinal 
problems especially for the vulnerable. This 
week’s tests, however, showed very accept-
able E. coli levels in both rivers. The Merri-
mack, especially, is very clean as far as bac-

teria goes. A very high number, 365, was 
recorded at Thorntons Ferry in Merrimack; 
however, the rest of river between Manches-
ter and Tyngsborough came in at less than 
50, very clean, and by the time the river got 
downstream to Greeley Park it had cleared 
up to 31. Except following heavy rains the 
Merrimack is a success story.

The Souhegan River is much smaller and 
reacts differently. The upper stretch between 
New Ipswich and Wilton is rocky and moves 
much more quickly than downstream. Usu-
ally the bacteria level here is at an acceptable 
level. The middle stretch through Milford and 
Amherst slows down and meanders back and 
forth through sandy soil. Here the warmer, 
slower water and extensive tributary brooks 
increase the bacteria levels. And this week’s 
tests showed exactly those results. The high-
est number in the upper stretch was 81 above 
Greenville Mill Pond and 210 behind River-
side Cemetery in the middle stretch. The riv-
er usually clears up by the time it gets to the 
mouth in Merrimack, and it did so again this 
week, coming back down to 74.

In July 1878 and 1879, the children of the Amherst Baptist Sabbath School 
held “their annual sale of blueberries,” in the Baptist church, to raise funds 
for the Women’s Baptist Home Mission Society.
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