
  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m  •     S E P T E M B E R   2 4 ,   2 0 1 3  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  3

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

Three Amherst Couples Go On Safari
Then visit a girls’ secondary school in Nairobi

This past July, three Amherst couples (Vick and Nancy Bennison, 
Dave and Crystal Chen, Dick and Sharon Verrill) had the enthrall-
ing experience of taking part in an East African safari. Visiting five 
national parks in Kenya and Tanzania, they witnessed the begin-
nings of the annual great migration on the Serengeti, seeing doz-

ens of different iconic African animals, and over 150 species of birds. At the 
conclusion of the bush experience, they returned to Nairobi where they had 
the privilege of spending their last day on a visit to the Starehe Girls’ Cen-
tre, a national secondary school. This school enrolls only about 400 students 
with demonstrated financial need from all areas of Kenya, and these students 
must score in the top 10% of their cohort on national exams to be eligible 
for acceptance. Admission to Starehe is highly competitive.  They have more 
applicants for each opening in their freshman class than Harvard.  During 
the visit, the three Amherst couples were able to meet Beryl, the first year 
student they have agreed to co-sponsor with Bern and Pat Myers of Marble 
Falls, Texas who joined them on safari, but were unable to visit the school.  
Their sponsorship will cover her costs for the next four years as she prepares 
to gain acceptance to university. She is pictured in the accompanying photo 
with her new sponsors.

Beryl and her older brother live with their mother in a small house in Kisu-
mu. Kisumu is the third largest city in Kenya and the principal city of west-
ern Kenya. Her widowed mother is the sole breadwinner of the family. She 
is a peasant farmer and the meager money that she earns is barely enough 
to meet the needs of her family. Beryl was able to attend primary school be-
cause she was supported by church members, but she needed a scholarship 
for secondary school, since all high schools in Kenya are tuition based. Beryl 
aspires to become a neurosurgeon and she loves reading novels.

The opportunity for sponsorship of such a talented Kenyan student came 
through the services of a New Hampshire based organization, Education for 
All Children (EFAC). Founded by former longtime Amherst residents Rod 
and Nancy VanScriver, EFAC is a nonprofit foundation devoted to aiding the 
education and development of young Kenyans. EFAC partners with several 
Kenyan national secondary schools.   Its program combines not only scholar-
ships but mentoring and global connections so that EFAC scholars not only 
are educated, but have the highest potential to hold good jobs and to become 
leaders of their generation in Kenya.

Anyone interested in more information about EFAC, or how to help spon-
sor a remarkable and talented student like Beryl, may reach the organization 
using the contact info below or visiting their website: 

Education for All Children
11 Heather Drive
Rye, NH 03870

email: info@educationforallchildren.org 
website: http://educationforallchildren.org

603-436-3826
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4 Check All Brakes
4 Check Coolant for Winter
4 Check Belts, Hoses, Filters
4 Check All Lights
4 Check Wipers

Call 673-3134 for your 
appointment today!

Mike’s Fall-Winter

Certified Automotive Technicians
State-Of-The-Art Equipment 

We Use Only the Highest Quality Materials

4 Test Battery and Charging 
System

4 Check/Refill All Fluids
4 Check Tires – We Sell All 

Major Tire Brands – Snow 
Tires (studded available)

$2995

107 Boston Post Road • Amherst Village

    Auto Checkup Special

WE RECYCLE

*Parts Sold 
Separately

People in the News

Souhegan Student Completes First Triathlon 
and Raises over $2000 for Make a Wish

AMHERST - Anna Sparks, a ju-
nior at Souhegan High School, 
completed her first triathlon on Sat-
urday, September 7th.  She partici-
pated in the Pumpkinman sprint in 
South Berwick Maine, which con-
sisted of a 1/3 of a mile swim, a 14.5 
mile bike ride and a 3.1 mile run.  
Anna had hoped to just complete 
the event but she exceeded her ex-
pectations by finishing first in the 
16 – 19 age group.

After doing some volunteer work 
for Make a Wish over the last few 
years, Anna decided she wanted to 
do some fund raising for the New 
Hampshire Chapter.  After watch-
ing her parents participate in tri-
athlons, Anna had an opportunity 

to volunteer with some of the Make 
a Wish children at the Timberman 
triathlon and they inspired her to 
want to help.  Their mission: “ We 
grant the wishes of children with 
life-threatening medical conditions 
to enrich the human experience 
with hope, strength and joy” made 
her realize she could make an im-
pact on some children’s lives with 
her efforts.

With all the generous donations, 
she was able to raise just under 
$2200! 

Anna is still accepting donations 
so feel free to donate at : http://
friends.wish.org/058-000/page/An-
na-Sparks/Anna’s-Triathlon-Fund-
raiser.htm half-gallon of cider, container pro-

vided!
So bring your blankets and lawn 

chairs- it all happens on Sunday, 
September 29, 2012, from noon to 
5:00 at the Lindabury Orchard on 
Christian Hill in Amherst. Tick-
ets are available at Moulton’s Mar-
ket in Amherst Village.   This year, 
we are offering a family package for 
$20 dollars (two parents and their 
children).  We are also offering sin-
gle tickets for $8 (adults) or $5 (kids) 

up to 12.   The price of admission 
includes all activities, great music, 
and a bag of Lindabury apples that 
can be pressed into your own Am-
herst cider!

Please join us for a traditional 
New England fall celebration and 
help Amherst mark the return of its 
own orchard!   Pick up your tickets 
today at Moulton’s or for more in-
formation go to AmherstCiderFest.
org or Like us on Facebook.

u Amherst Apples are Back!   continued from page 1

sy), Sean Corrigan (Aaron), Megan 
Dillon (Mrs. Della), Joe Guzman 
(Louis), Meghan McKnight (Abby), 
Katie Taylor (Lizzie), Andrew Tay-
lor (Andy), Ben Wesenburg (Jason), 
and adult cast members, Juan Guz-
man, Mike McKnight and Bob Pi-
otrowski all of Amherst. Lily Ayo-
tte (Lily), Adi Brezinki (Gracie) and 
Nicole Sprague (Waitress) of Mil-
ford, Joey Gold (Kimmy) of Merri-
mack, Stephen Edelblut (William), 
Kathy Edelblut (Mrs Tremonte) and 
Phoebe Edelblut (Phoebe Tremon-
te) of Wilton, and Cassidy White 
(Samantha) and Sophia Linkroum 
(Mom) of Nashua.

Production team members in-
clude; music director – Sally Landis, 

choreographer – Bruce Williams, 
costume designer – Michelle With-
ers and do-producers – Maryann 
Cocca-Leffler and Rita Piotrows-
ki. Princess K.I.M. The Musical is 
based on Maryann’s Princess KIM 
children’s books.

The play will be held at the Am-
ato Center, 56 Mont Vernon Street, 
Milford on Oct 3,4,5 & 6. Evenings 
performances will be held on Thurs-
day, Friday & Saturday 7:30pm, and 
matinees on Saturday & Sunday at 
2:00pm.  Reserved seat tickets are 
on sale at the Toadstool Bookshop 
in Milford and online at: Princess-
KimTheMusical.com   ($10.00-
Kids/Seniors- $12.00-Adult). 

u K.I.M.  The Musical   continued from page 1
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Front: Vick and Nancy Bennison; Back: Sharon and 
Dick Verrill, with student Beryl (center), Crystal and 
Dave Chen.

Students at Starehe Girls’ Centre, Nairobi, Kenya.

One of the many 
sights seen on 
safari by the 
three Amherst 
couples.

Anna Sparks finished first in 
her triathlon age group.


