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November 12
November 26

December 3
December 17

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

— 2014 —
January 14
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 6*

March 25
April 8
April 22
May 13
May 27

Common Core Sets High Standards
To the editor:

Parents Want Children To Have A Safe Place To Play 
To the editor

Proposal is Small Step to Solve Problem 
To the editor:

Our Goal Is To Be A Community
To the editor:

This letter is to intended to introduce the community to the Amherst 
Soccer Club, our mission, members, and impact on the town of Amherst. 

We are proud to be the oldest local travel soccer program in the region.  
More importantly we are one of the few, and the only large club (>600 ac-
tive players over the last two years), that is still managed by volunteers.  
Many families in our community give countless hours to enable our youth 
to have fun, and sometimes without even knowing it (e.g. our tots) get ex-
ercise, learn about teamwork, commitment, responsibility, the joy of victo-
ry, and the agony of defeat.  Through soccer, our players learn the life les-
sons and that hard work pays off in many ways – with health, self-esteem, 
friendship, a sense of purpose, and community. 

Our philosophy is based on development, as people, and as players.  We 
have players through age 19 which are competitive at the older ages, but we 
welcome all players ages 3-12, and always try to offer players at least an op-
tion to train and improve, even if they aren’t at the level of their peers and 
ready to compete.  We are very aware that young people need to try activ-
ities before they know what they love, and as such we run our program for 
ages 5 to 10, four days per week so that kids can play piano, dance, and still 
give a team sport a try. 

Our volunteers give significant time and energy to help build a commu-
nity that we can all be proud of through soccer.  We do not turn away play-
ers for financial reasons, and we keep our fees reasonable.  We do this by 
running a tournament Memorial Day weekend.  The tourney helps us to 
offset our expenses, and also offers kids in our town the opportunity to 
volunteer, or get paid to work.  It brings in business to local merchants and 
has gotten huge compliments from visitors on how great our town, and our 
club are.  Somehow though, if you read the letters to the editor sent to The 
Amherst Citizen, we are vilified because of our recent support of Cemetery 
Fields, and also because we have worked with the Recreation Department, 
Board of Selectman, and School Board to look at the option of temporary 
lights on Bean Fields for the fall.  The club bought the lights that are cur-
rently on Simeon Wilson field many years ago, but the demand by the  high 
school sports has limited our ability to use them. 

One of the saddest things is that as a group of volunteers who are giv-
ing so much to try and benefit our community, we end up being laid out 
in print as “bad.”  Worse is that the comments made are just plain wrong.  
We have sat back, and tried to take the high road, but it is time to clarify a 
few things.  The recent meeting with the Planning Board, referenced in the 
Haymes’ letter to the editor had many inaccuracies:

- The presentation on October 2nd was given by Nancy McMillan of the 
Amherst Recreation Department, not the Amherst Soccer Club

- There were speakers “for” the light application, but out of respect for the 
abutters these were intentionally kept to a minimum.  What is the point of 
filling the room with the multitude of families that will benefit from the 
lights?  The purpose of the meeting was to work with the abutters to see 
if we can have lighting that lets us safely finish practice (at the same time 
the natural light gives us in the spring) while minimizing impact on them.

- The statement that we cannot be trusted is slanderous and not based on 
fact.  We work hard to be upstanding citizens, which we think the Recre-
ation Department, School Board, and Board of Selectman would attest to.

- Our players do not practice late, our younger players 10 and under are 
done by 6:30 and our older players are done by 8 PM. 

- We do not pay taxes but we do pay user fees and over the course of the 
year, including our tournament, pay ~$20,000 in user fees that offset ex-
penses from the town.

In closing, we want to reach out to the many of you and your kids that 
have been part of our club over the years, and we hope that their experi-
ences have been positive, as that is our ONLY aim.  We are proud to have 
had every single one of our players come through the club.  From kids that 
have only played a season, all the way to kids who have played in college, 
professionally, and even represented the US abroad as part of our national 
pool.  Our goal is to be a community, and we hope that we can continue to 
be proud to be based in Amherst!

Chris Estabrook
Amherst Soccer Club/Hampshire FC 
Board of Directors 

This is in response to Harry Haymes letter to the editor published Octo-
ber 8, 2013.

On October 2, 2013 there was a meeting to address the concerns of light-
ing Bean Field by abutters to the field. I was not able to be at the meeting 
because I was home with my children; but the tone of Mr. Hayme’s let-
ter, his accusations, and his ignorance in implicating that involvement in 
sports has a negative effect on children’s academic performance should be 
addressed.

If you are going to accuse Amherst Soccer Club of not being trusted the 
reason for this mistrust should be made clear.

I’m not sure why you did not get an answer to your question regarding if 
the board members have children involved in the soccer club but the an-
swer is yes, many do, some board members children have moved on. I don’t 
understand why that matters. The board members are dedicated to skill 
development, sportsmanship, and building an understanding of what it 
means to be part of a team and a bigger community. I am always amazed 
at the amount of time and effort the board and coaches offer the children 
involved in Amherst Soccer Club.

To your point of why these children are practicing so late is simple, when 
else can they practice? The coaches have day jobs and the fields in Amherst 
are limited and this is when they can be used. And yes as a parent of a player 
she does her homework and be assured I do feed her.

Your implication that this has a negative impact on academic perfor-
mance is not supported by current research. Research has demonstrated 
the importance of aerobic fitness with regard to boosting academic per-
formance. My daughter is in 5th grade and does not have PE this semester. 
Children need to move.

Another study showed that students with better physical fitness had bet-
ter academic achievement than other groups

 Other studies show that high school students involved in sports are less 
likely to drop out of school compared to their peers who do not participate 
in sports. 

The children of Amherst need a place to play. If not soccer then lacrosse, 
baseball, football, field hockey and other sports that offer quality programs.

My daughter started playing with ASC when she was seven. She is almost 
always the smallest and at time suffered from poor self-efficacy. No one 
would know this watching her on the field today. Through her involvement 
in ASC I have seen her develop in a fine soccer player but more importantly 
a great person. She is learning skills that extend off the field. The leadership 
skills and the collaborative experiences she is offered through ASC are in-
valuable.

You are correct sir, the club does not pay taxes but the parents of the chil-
dren and the board member do. Amherst is more than taxes and adults it’s a 
community. Lately it appears that this community disregards children and 
I think that is truly shameful.

The parents I talk to just want our children to have a safe place to play 
with adults who support them.

Please consider the bigger picture and work together to support the clubs, 
children, parent, and taxpayers of Amherst.

Respectfully,
Kirsten Quinn

I am writing in response to the recent letter to the editor regarding the 
proposed temporary lighting on Bean Fields for the month of October.  Not 
only was I in attendance at the meeting, but I also helped the Recreation 
Department prepare the proposal and participated in the presentation to 
the Planning Board.  As such, I feel it’s important to assert both my person-
al enthusiasm for the success of the proposal, and to correct some blatantly 
false statements made in the recent letter to the Citizen.

 First of all, I’d like to correct some inaccuracies in the recent letter.  The 
proposal and presentation to the Planning Board was given by the Amherst 
Recreation Department on behalf of the Amherst School Board.  Amherst 
Soccer Club was not presenting this proposal.  ASC has been a proponent 
of such a proposal, and has assisted this effort by helping gain consensus 
from the Board of Selectmen and the Amherst School Board.  ASC has also 
contributed funding for the project both to help its success and to allevi-
ate any recreation department costs and potential taxpayer burden.  While 
Amherst Soccer Club would certainly benefit from the lighting, it would be 
available to any organization needing the practice time during the hours of 
6-8pm on weeknights in October. 

 Secondly, to say that no person spoke in favor of the lighting proposal is 
blatantly false.  While several abutters spoke against the proposal for var-
ious reasons, there were in fact, several citizens who spoke in favor of the 
proposal, including abutters.  This statement is simply inaccurate

 As a citizen of Amherst, I’m concerned with many of the same issues as 
other residents of the town.  I’m concerned that my children are getting the 
right combination of activity, learning, and rest (many of the issues brought 
up by abutters).  I’m also concerned about property values and taxes.  In 
reviewing this proposal, I believe it offers a successful solution on all ac-
counts.

 In order for my children to participate in outdoor fall activities, they 
must be able to practice after school and before bedtime.  This leaves 

roughly 3-8pm.  During this time, the clubs they enjoy must rely on volun-
teer coaches that are only available after work form 5-8 pm.  Unfortunately, 
during October, this means lighted fields on indoor facilities must be used 
as dusk occurs around 6 pm.   The fall sports programs in New Hampshire 
that run from early September through early November understand this 
issue and rely on the various sports clubs and town-run recreation depart-
ments to solve this problem.  As we can see in most neighboring towns, 
such as Bedford, Nashua, Goffstown, Windham, and Litchfield, lighting is 
the only answer. 

 Regarding property values and taxes, I think we have a unique opportu-
nity at hand.  Amherst Soccer Club has provided the funding for this year’s 
lighting – no strings attached.  This provides the town of Amherst the 
chance to investigate the feasibility of lighting on Bean Fields at no expense 
to the taxpayer.  I also believe that the availability of sport fields for athletic 
use to all Amherst citizens is at a critical juncture.  As the discussions over 
Cemetery Fields continue, the fact is clear that the field demand in town 
exceeds the future planned availability.  If this continues, there is no doubt 
it will adversely affect property values in Amherst.  I believe this proposal 
is a small step towards solving that problem.  It will provide additional field 
availability and help the growth and success of our sports programs ulti-
mately making Amherst a more desirable home for future residents.

I cannot debate the impact on local abutters to the Bean Fields -- It is 
a change to the way it is today.  I can assert with confidence that the Rec-
reation Department, and participating sports programs, will make every 
attempt to minimize the impact to local homeowners.  I believe that this 
is a smart move for Amherst, a growth opportunity for our youth sports 
programs, and an increase to the overall value of the homes and lives in 
Amherst.

 David Dix
Amherst

Recently members of SAU 39’s curriculum leadership team met with lo-
cal reporters to discuss the Common Core State Standards and their role 
in our students’ education within the communities of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon.  The decision to meet with local media was in response to a grow-
ing concern of misinformation that has emerged across our communities, 
state, and nation about this set of standards.  In an effort to provide greater 
clarity about the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) the curriculum of-
fice, along with the superintendent, opened their doors to share a conversa-
tion and foster a partnership bringing fact to an environment of misinfor-
mation.  In the process of bringing this conversation to our communities, 
information shared was misunderstood in the October 8, 2013 edition of 
the Amherst Citizen.  

The Citizen quoted me as stating, “NH students were graded a D- in 
math and a C- in literacy.”  What I hope to make clear; NH students were 
not graded a D- in mathematics and a C- in literacy.  The standards our 
state developed over a decade ago were given the grades of a C in literacy 
and a D in mathematics.

There is confusion about whether the CCSS are better for students of 
NH than our previously developed state grade level and grade span expec-
tations/standards (2001). In effort to bring transparency to this matter ad-
ministration cited a study completed by the Fordham Institute which ana-
lyzed and “graded” standards state by state prior to the Common Core.  Not 
only does this study closely evaluate early generations of standards it also 
highlights a comparison with the Common Core and synthesizes which set 
of standards are better for our students.  

Without question, the Fordham Institute recommends implementation 
of CCSS in NH. I urge members of our communities to explore this study 
among others that have detailed the same or similar findings and ground 

their conjectures and beliefs in fact and evidence. A web address has been 
provided for citizens to explore the Fordham Institute study as well as a di-
rect link to the standards documents offered by the Common Core.

Fordham Institute Study http://edexcellencemedia.net/publica-
tions/2010/201007_state_education_standards_common_standards/Ne-
wHampshire.pdf

Common Core State Standards
http://www.corestandards.org/
The Common Core is one step in a reform effort to prepare our children 

for the global environment in which they live. 
 

Respectfully submitted,
Nicole Heimarck
Director of Curriculum and  
Professional Development, SAU 39

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Pool Tables
Regulation slate tables by Brunswick, Olhausen and others. 

Clarification
Comments made by Ms. Nicole Heimarck in the October 8th 

issue of The Amherst Citizen were reported incorrectly. The arti-
cle should have reported that New Hampshire state standards 
were graded a D in math and a C in literacy. 

We appreciate Ms. Heimarck working with The Amherst Citizen 
to correct this error. 

— CAW/editor


