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Have Halloween Night Dinner In The Village!
Thursday, October 31, Halloween Night in Amherst Village from 6-8 
p.m.!

Amherst will celebrate Halloween on Thursday, October 31st, with Trick-or-Treat-
ing in the Village from 6 to 8 p.m.

 No need to cook, as dinner will be available as in year’s past courtesy of Am-
herst Boy Scout Troop #613 from 5 to 8 p.m.!

 The boy scouts will be serving delicious hot dogs and steaming bowls of chili at 
our 13th Annua1 Halloween Night Hotdog and Chili Booth Fundraiser.

 We will be located on the Common across from Moulton’s, and will also have 
hot chocolate, apple cider, soft drinks and water.

 Please join us for this annual family tradition in the village and enjoy great food 
and a refreshing beverage!

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both in-

formational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book 
Group, Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early De-
cember the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which 
is optional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership 
annual fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events 
visit www.nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreci-
ated, but not necessary. 

Call for Crafters and Artists!
The Nashua Y is hosting its annual Craft Fair on Saturday, November 9, from 

9am to 3pm.  Cost per space is $35/$45 if a table is provided by the YMCA. Ap-
plications are being accepted now. Contact Tiffany Joslin at tjoslin@nmymca.org 
or by calling 882-2011.  Free admission on November 9 for attendees. And there 
will be plenty of free parking.  The YMCA is located at 24 Stadium Drive in Nashua, 
next to Stellos Stadium.

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society
UPCOMING EVENTS
Odiorne Point and the NH Coastline

From 7:30am to 3:30pm on Saturday, November 16, The Nashaway Chapter of 
NH Audubon will visit the NH Coastline, starting at Odiorne Point and traveling to 
Hampton Beach State Park. Bring binoculars and a scope if you have one, dress 
WARMLY and pack a lunch. Trip is free and open to the public. Meet in Nashua at 
the Exit 7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind the Fireside Inn and Suites. To register or 
for directions to the destination, contact Richard Bielawski at 603- 429-2537 or 
rbielawski@mac.com 
Birds of the Merrimack River 

Hear about how the Merrimack River recovered from being a dumping ground for 
waste to a beautiful waterway which is now home to an abundance of wildlife and 
birds. On Wednesday, November 20, 2013, The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon 
will host Bill Gette, Director of the Joppa Flats Audubon Center in Newburyport, 
MA, as he talks about Bald Eagles and the many other birds that can now rou-
tinely be spotted along the river’s banks. The public is welcome to attend this free 
program which takes place at 7pm in the downstairs theater room of the Nashua 
Public library. To read more about the river, go to http://www.merrimack.org/water-
shed-resources/the-merrimack-river/No registration necessary. For more info con-
tact Richard Maloon 603-424-5621 richard.maloon@att.net
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Historic Amherst

Sampler of Amherst’s 18th Century 
Gravestones

Old Burying Ground Behind Town Hall

AJWC Seeks New Members

Samuel Stewart, a yeoman, died 1776 in 
his 60th year. (Motif: simple face with hair 
and wings having 5  ‘fingers’ and ‘ruffled 
collar’.) He built the oldest part of the house 
at 19 Main Street.

Col. John Shepard, died 1785 in his 80th 
year. (Motifs: intricate design with sword 
in hand above winged face; hour glasses; 
birds and flowers.) He came from Concord, 
Mass., and settled on land granted to him 
by the Proprietors in exchange for build-
ing and running the saw and grist mills on 
Souhegan River at (future) Milford. He had 
the scruples and guts to refuse to sign the 
“Association Test Paper,” intended to test 
patriots’ loyalty, in March 1776.

Mrs. Abigail Wilkins, “amiable consort of 
Samuel Wilkins, Esquire,” died 1786 “after 
a long and painful sickness” in her 39th 
year, “leaving a sorrowfull Husband & 8 Chil-
dren.” (Motif: double winged faces, rather 
grim, with one wing up and the other wing 
down; fancy hair.)

Lieut. Joseph Prince died 1789, aged 88. 
(Motif: winged face, smiling.) He is said to 
be the only one of the original Proprietors 
who settled in Amherst permanently.

Samuel Gray, a housewright, died 1769 in 
his 59th year. (Motif: winged death head.) 
He came to Souhegan West from Rumford 
(Concord), N.H., and owned a 200-acre 
farm at 244 Boston Post Road with house, 
barn, saw mill & mill privilege on Beaver 
Brook from 1758-1762; in 1764 he bought 
1 Smith Lane from his son-in-law Moses 
Towne.

Col. Nahum Baldwin, died 1788 in his 54th 
year, “being ye second Deacon of this par-
ish.” (Motif: winged face with eye pupils.) He 
commanded a regiment in the Revolutionary 
war. He served as town clerk, selectman, 
representative.

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Time was, I stood where thou dost now,
And viewed the dead, as thou dost me.
E’re long thou’ll lie as low as I,
And others stand and look on thee.

— from Amherst gravestone 
of Col. John Shepard, 1785

In honor of All Hallows Eve, here’s a look 
at some of Amherst’s oldest gravestones, 
erected in remembrance of folks who sure-
ly expected – or at least hoped – to join the 
ranks of the Saints.

In 1735, when the Proprietors laid out the 
new Plantation called Narragansett no. 3, 
soon to be known as the township of Souhe-
gan West, they set aside “burial ground” right 

in the center, adjoining the Militia Training 
Field (aka the Common) on the Plain. It took 
a quarter of a century after the first settlers 
arrived in the wilderness before the town of 
Amherst was incorporated, and a few years 
after that before carved slate gravestones 
were erected. They were produced by out-

AMHERST – Founded in 1965 
by Marion Sortevik and Carolyn 
Byrnes, the Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club is an organization of en-
ergized, dedicated Amherst-area 
women who volunteer their time, 
energy and talent to the communi-
ty. Our mission is focusing our ef-
forts on civic needs, educational ad-
vancement and those less fortunate. 
Our goals are achieved with the as-
sistance and generosity of business-
es, organizations and individuals.

We are in need of women with 
motivation and dedication to join 

us in growing our mission even fur-
ther within our surrounding com-
munities.

 If you have that energy and 
would like to “burn it off”, we would 
love to have you join us to accom-
plish these goals. The advantage is 
the opportunity to meet new people 
and make new friends at the same 
time. This is a great opportunity es-
pecially for, but not limited to, those 
with children in the school system. 
The AJWC sponsors several of the 
elementary and middle school 
events.

Why Does Preserving a Corn Crib Matter?
What a great day it was!  Mem-

bers of the Amherst Heritage and 
Conservation Commissions, pri-
vate citizens, Parker Farm Home-
owners Association, and the talents 
of Lee Gilman & Associates, mas-
ter Arborist, convened on Baboosic 
Lake Road, at the Corn Crib to clear 
trees and brush to begin the initial 
phase of a Heritage Commission 
strategic goal for developing farm 
interpretive activities.  On Friday, 
11 October 2013, six hours of team 
labor and Lee Gilman’s “Beast”, aka 
the chipper, were used to prepare 
the town owned easment land for 
clearing to move a preserved farm 
building to it’s new location.  The 
project is intended to preserve farm 
structures and create a space to ed-
ucate school children and the pub-
lic on our rich argriculture heritage.  
The entire project will take several 
years to complete.

Special thanks and appreciation 
to Lee Gilman and his two assis-
tants, Caleb Rowell and Stephen Uf-

nal, who donated their time, efforts, 
and technical talents for the clear-
ing.  Members of the Heritage and 
Conservation Commissions in at-
tendance were Anne Krantz, Andy 
Ouellette, Will Ludt, Rob Clem-
ens and Richard Hart.  And finally 
Doug Nelson, farm owner, and Pe-
ter Batchelder, Parker Farm Home-
owners Association all contributed 
to the project success.

As the project goes forward in 
the next two years, we want to use 
this joint effort as a good example in 
showing our community what great 
things can be done by working to-
gether for a common goal from a 
diverse group of volunteers.  It is 
with sincere gratitude and appre-
ciation and special “Thanks” to all 
who helped this project move for-
ward.  In the future, you’ll be able 
to learn more about the function 
and history of a corn crib by visit-
ing this unique location of Baboosic 
Lake Road.

Submitted by Will Ludt
Chair, Amherst Heritage Commission

Members of the Amherst Heritage and Conservation Commissions, private 
citizens, and Lee Gilman & Associates at the Corn Crib.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

CALL 529-3609 • WWW.THETOWNPLIER.COM

A Little Caulky?
Sure! I’ll get those drafty windows 

and doors caulked nice & tight. 
Add a storm door, or replacement 

windows... call NOW!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Senator Ayotte Announces Staff Office 
Hours In Hillsborough County

 

MANCHESTER, NH – U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte announced to-
day that a member of her staff will be holding office hours during 
the coming days in Hillsborough County to assist New Hamp-
shire citizens with official business. Residents who are interested 
in meeting with a member of the Senator’s staff should stop by the 
following town offices during the times listed below, or call Lara 
McIntyre at (603) 880-3335 to schedule an appointment.  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28 at the Amherst Town Library, 14 
Main Street, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM.

Coming Soon!
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