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of-town specialized craftsmen and 
cost a pretty penny. There are only 
a dozen carved stones with death 
dates before 1770. The Latin phrase 
memento mori was quite frequent-
ly used on 18th century stones here, 
an indication that the deceased, 
or at least the head of the family, 
was educated. The first graveyard 
came to be known as the Old Bury-
ing Ground, to distinguish it from 
the new or west burial ground on 
Foundry Street, now called Mead-
owview cemetery, purchased by 
the Town in 1827. There used to be 
a public school house just north of 
the graveyard (at what now is the 
SW corner of 3 Manchester Road 
property) from 1806 – or perhaps 
even earlier if first used by the Aure-
an Academy – until 1855. The Town 
Hall has stood at the NW corner of 

the old graveyard since 1823. 
Winged Face Motif

In the earliest New Hampshire 
graveyards, at Portsmouth and oth-
er coastal settlements, the typical 
main motif, centered at the top of 
the stone, was a skull with wings, 
the skull representing the body’s 
decay in the ground and the wings 
representing the soul’s ascension to 
heaven. By around the 1740s, this 
motif was old-fashioned but there is 
a version of it on a 1769 slate stone in 
Amherst, one of the earliest grave-
stones in the Old Burying Ground 
of Amherst. This motif then was 
transformed into a face with fanci-
er wings, used in Amherst from the 
1770s through 1790s. Often there 
were no pupils in the eye sockets, 
as if to indicate they were rendered 

sightless by death, but others, such 
as Nahum Baldwin’s (died 1788) 
and Joseph Prince’s (died 1789) do 
have pupils.

The other common motif here in 
the late 18th century, particularly 
for small gravestones of children, is 
the bust – with a very simple face – 
in a niche. While the Old Burying 
Ground contains two double stones 
for married couples that combine 
a winged face for him and a niche 
bust for her, there also is a carved 
stone for a couple who both died in 
1798, Timothy & Mary Smith (who 
resided at 324 Boston Post Road in 
Cricket Corner), aged 68 and 70, on 
which both have a very simple niche 
bust as their motif.

Right around 1800, the prevalent 
central motif on Amherst grave-
stones became an urn, sometimes 

with closed wings, flanked on the 
right by a willow that is a single 
stem arching over the urn. (Short-
ly after that turn of the century was 
also when Federal architectural 
style made its debut in Amherst.)

Take a stroll through the Old 
Burying Ground and enjoy the 
open-air art gallery!

For more information about this 
graveyard, refer to Walking Tours 
of Amherst Village (2010) and this 
column, 26 Oct. 2010, page 10 (ar-
chived on this newspaper’s website). 
The gravestone inscriptions and 
genealogy of the deceased can be 
found in Jackie Marshall’s entries in 
FindaGrave.com website. The photo 
of Abigail Wilkins’ grave is by Jack-
ie; all other photos by Katrina. The 
light-colored spots are lichen.
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Mother/Daughter Tea
Once again it is time for the Mother/Daughter Tea at the Bedford 
Village Inn, hosted by Jeannie Weller and her daughter Julie Scott. 
This is the 24th year of this favorite holiday tradition. Harpist Bill 
Tobin will make his 23rd appearance. Photographer Karen Farren 
of Gallery Portraits  will be available for family portraits. The Tea 
is on Sunday, December 8 from 1:30-3:30 PM. It includes scones 
and tea, followed by lunch and then a tray of fabulous desserts. 
Please join us! A few reservations are still available. For more 
information, contact jeannieweller@gmail.com.

Amherst/Mont Vernon Girl Scouts Celebrate at 
Annual Camporee Event

Hannah French, daughter of 
Ephraim French, died 1777 aged 6 
months & 19 days. (Motif: simple, 
almost primitive, niche bust. Short, 
child-size slate stone.) Ephraim, at 
that time a housewright, would buy 
a 70-acre farm south of the Village 
in 1778, double its size and sell 
it in Dec. 1800; then in 1801 buy 
4 acres at 226 Boston Post Road 
where he kept a tavern.

Miss Martha Woolson, eldest 
daughter of Thomas & Martha 
Woolson, died 1788 in her 25th 
year. (Motif: round face in niche. 
Unusual stone shape with peaked 
top.) Thomas, a yeoman, came here 
from Stoneham, Mass., and bought 
a 100-acre farm bounding northerly 
“upon the range line” in Dec. 1777. 
Her brothers started a foundry.

Honorable Moses Nichols, Esquire, 
died 1790 in his 50th year. (Mo-
tif: serious face with wings having 
7 ‘fingers’ and ‘collar’.) He was a 
physician, selectman, commanding 
officer in the Revolutionary War, 
general of the militia, and, from 
1776 until his death, county regis-

Double stone of Benjamin Hopkins, 
who died 1787 in his 86th year, and 
his wife Hannah, who died 1792 
in her 94th year. (Motifs: a winged 
face with parted hair for him; and 
for her a niche bust with hair pulled 
straight back.) They settled a farm 
on Souhegan River, part of the 
1000 acres granted in 1660 to the 
town of Charlestown for the support 
of schools.

BEDFORD – On Saturday, Sep-
tember 21st Camp Kettleford in 
Bedford was filled with over 115 
Girl Scouts and volunteers from 
Amherst and Mont Vernon cele-
brating at the annual Camporee 
event.  Daisies, Brownies and Ju-
niors, guided by their older Girl 
Scout sisters, enjoyed participat-
ing in fun team building exercises, 
making crafts and learning to cook 
over a campfire, while making new 
friends and special memories.  

For over a century, Girl Scouts 
has been providing opportunities 

for girls in grades K - 12 to develop 
new skills, talents and friendships 
through troop activities, communi-
ty activities, camps and more.  Girls 
Scouts learn about leadership, build 
self-confidence and character, and 
take action in their communities.  

If you would like to find out more 
about Girl Scouts, please contact 
Karen Werner, Coordinator for Girl 
Scouts in Amherst and Mont Ver-
non, at kswerner.nh@gmail.com.

 

First Baptist Church of 
Amherst

25 1/2 Middle Street
Pastor: Mike Sacco
Church Office:  673-4063
Website: www.amherstfirstbaptist.
com
 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
a.m

For the children
Nursery: to age 3; 
Super Church: ages 4 thru grade 

4; 
Puppet Ministry: grades 5 

through 7
 

Congregational Church 
of Amherst UCC

11 Church Street
Senior Pastor Richard Leavitt
Associate Pastor Maureen 
Frescott
Church office: 673-3231
Web site:  www.ccamherst.org

We are an Open and Affirming 
congregation.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 
10am at the church in Amherst 
Village. Children 2 years through 
seventh grade attend church 
school following the Children’s 
Time in the service. Nursery care 
is provided. The church is handi-
capped accessible via the driveway 
entrance. All are cordially invited 
for fellowship in the Community 
Room immediately following the 
service.

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Rev. Tom Teichmann, Pastor 
303 Route 101 
PO Box 488 
Amherst, 
673-2011 (office) 
673-7707 (meeting and fax) 
messiahnh@comcast.net 

Worship 9:30 am
Fellowship and refreshments 

following worship
Sunday School 11:15 am - 12 

noon

Adult Forum  11:15 am - 12 
noon

Messiah is accessible and wel-
coming!

 

St Luke Anglican Church 
St. Lukes Anglican Church
3 Limbo Lane, Amherst
Rev. Dr. Alexander H. Webb
Church office: 672-6054
Website: www.st-luke,amherst.
nh.us 

 All welcome and invited to at-
tend Sunday Worship  and Cel-
ebration of Holy Eucharist us-
ing the Traditional 1928 Book of 
Common Prayer  weekly at 8:30 
and 10:00 AM 

Church School at 10:00 AM
Refreshment & fellowship fol-

lowing the service.
Weekly Bible Studies:
Tuesday Evening Soup & Study, 

5;45~7:00PM
Saturday Morning  11:00 AM ~ 

Noon.

Christ’s Church of Amherst
58 Merrimack Road
Amherst
673-8292
www.ccnh.org
Pastor Darin Shaw

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 
a.m. with Nursery Care up to age 
3 years and Children’s program 3 
years to grade 5. 

St Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Craftsman Lane, Amherst
Pastor Peter Korthals
821-9891
pastor@stpaul-amherst.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
welcomes you to join us each Sun-
day for our worship service.  Our 
Sunday Service begins at 9:30 a.m. 
with our Sunday School at 10:55 
and adult Bible study at 11:00.   
Nursery service is available.  
Please be our guest as we celebrate 
the Lord and all he has done for us.  
Pastor Peter Korthals 821-9891 

pastor@stpaul-amherst.org

Amherst Christian Church
Corner of Patricia at 134 Hollis 
Rd. Amherst
Phone: 672-1541
Sunday Discipleship classes 9-10
Children’s class (Grades 1-6) 10-
10:30
Worship Service 10:30
Children’s church for pre-school-
ers during service
Childcare provided for infants

Church of Our Saviour, 
Episcopal 

10 Amherst Street
Milford
Phone: 673-3309
E-mail: office@coosmilford.org
Website: www.coosmilford.org
Interim Rector: Rev. Hays Junkin

Sundays – 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
- 10 a.m.  Choral Eucharist

Wednesdays – 11:30 a.m. Lec-
tionary and Lunch

Eucharist followed by bring-
your-own-lunch (coffee provided) 
and a discussion of the week’s les-
sons.

We strive to live the message of 
Christ, in which all are welcome.

Walking a middle way between 
Roman Catholicism and Protes-
tant traditions, we are a sacramen-
tal, worship and service-oriented 
church that promotes thoughtful 
debate about what God is calling 
us to do and to be.

We hope to provide a space that 
welcomes both the spiritual seeker 
and the seasoned disciple so that 
people from many starting points 
can find their home in God with 
us.  If you are seeking a spiritu-
al home or are just exploring the 
life of faith, we hope you will walk 
with us on that journey of discov-
ery.

Saint Patrick Catholic 
Community of Milford

Website: www.ccnh.org 
Phone: 673-1311
Website: saintpatrickmilfordnh.org

Mont Vernon 
Congregational Church

United Church of Christ
4 South Main Street
Mont Vernon
Church Office: 673-3500 (open 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m.
Web site: www.montvernonchurch.
org
E-mail: montvernonchurch@mont-
vernonchurch.org

Pastor: Rev. Judie Bryant – office 
hours Tuesday and Thursday from 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., or at other 
times by appointment.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School is avail-
able for children aged 6 and old.  
Child Care provided for children 
under 6.  All are invited to coffee 
hour in the Round Room follow-
ing worship.

House of Prayer every Wednes-
day from 6:30 to 7 p.m. – everyone 
is welcome.
 

First Church Of Christ, 
Scientist

103 South St., Milford
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Meeting: 8 p.m.- Child 
care available.

Christian Science Reading 
Room
87 Union Square, Milford 
Mon. through Fri. 11a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Wed. 7 
p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
First Sun. of the Month 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Telephone – 673-5274
Email – readingroom@csmilford-
nh.org
Website – www.csmilfordnh.org

 
On Thursday October 24 at 2:00 

p.m. we will listen to the Senti-
nel—Radio Edition on the topic 
“Lurking evil or underlying good.”  
On Tuesday October 29 at 2:00 
p.m. the on-line chat will be with 
Gloria Holzworth, a Christian 

Science practitioner.  Her topic is 
“Knowing God’s will.”  You will 
have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions of Gloria.  On Thursday Oc-
tober 31 at 2:00 p.m. we will listen 
to the Sentinel—Radio Edition on 
the topic “True manhood.”  On 
Tuesday November 5 at 2:00 p.m. 
the on-line chat will be with Mi-
chelle Nanouche, a Christian Sci-
ence practitioner and teacher.  Her 
topic is “Throw your weight onto 
the ‘right scale’.”  You will have an 
opportunity to ask questions of 
Michelle.  On Thursday Novem-
ber 7 at 2:00 p.m. we will listen 
to the Sentinel—Radio Edition on 
the topic “No doubt that God gives 
us all we need.” 

On Sunday October 27 the sub-
ject of our Bible Lesson sermon 
will be “Probation After Death.“  
The golden text is from Matthew: 
“…Well done, good and faith-
ful servant; thou hast been faith-
ful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord.”  On 
Sunday November 3 the subject of 
our Bible Lesson sermon will be 
“Everlasting Punishment.“  The 
golden text is from Deuteronomy: 
“The eternal God is thy refuge, 
and underneath are the everlast-
ing arms:.”  On Sunday November 
10 the subject of our Bible Lesson 
sermon will be “Adam and Fallen 
Man.“  The golden text is from I 
Corinthians: “For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.”

Each Sunday the sermon con-
sists of selections from the King 
James Version Bible and from Sci-
ence and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 
All are welcome to join us and to 
bring your children to our Sunday 
School and very young children to 
our nursery.
 

 Household of Faith
30 Merrimack Rd. 
 Amherst
www.hofonline.org

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation

20 Elm St.
Milford
Rev. Barbara McKusick Liscord, 
minister.
Johanna Seale, Director of Lifes-
pan Religious Education
www.uucm.org or call 673-1870.
 

UUCM is a liberal religious 
community and a voice for social 
justice drawn from diverse tra-
ditions.  Sunday services begin 
at 10:30 AM.    Childcare (infant 
to two years) and Children’s pro-
gramming is available. Fellowship 
hour follows each service at 11:45 
AM.

Community dinner every 3rd 
Wednesday from 5:30-6:30pm. It 
is free and open to everyone in the 
community.

Fundraiser on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24 at 2 pm at the Amato Cen-
ter.  The “Work o’ the Weavers,” 
celebrating America’s pioneering 
folk quarter will perform.  Ad-
vance tickets available at all Toad-
stool locations for $15 or at the 
door for $20.  Children free (12 
and younger).

We are located at 20 Elm St. just 
past the oval.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.uucm.org  or call 
673-1870.

 
St. John Neumann Catholic
708 Milford Road - Rt 101A
Merrimack
880-4689
www.sjnnh.org
Fr. Chris M. Martel
 

Weekend Mass:    Saturday   
5:30pm

Sunday     8:00am & 10:00am
6:00pm Labor Day through Me-

morial Day
Weekday Mass: 12:15pm
Holy Days: 5:30pm vigil, 

12:15pm and 7:00pm

Church Services

Harvest Fest for Fun & Rest (and Bring a Guest!)
“My heart, which is so full to 

overflowing, has often been solaced 
and refreshed by music when sick and 
weary ... and pulled pork – lots of it … 
and pies, don’t forget pies … OK, mu-
sic and food, that’s the ticket!” 

– Martin Luther
As summer ambles out, and winter 

crouches awaiting, we have countless 
things to be grateful for.  Please joint 
us at our annual Harvest Fest! 

Mark your calendar! October 26, 
Saturday from 4-7 p.m. is the date of 
Messiah’s reconstituted, somewhat 
fattening, and determinedly fun 
Harvest Fest celebration.    We’ll have 
more things to do than leaves to rake, 
including:

• Food – slow cooked pulled pork 
and buns, side dishes good enough to 
front as main courses, baked beans 
that’ll be … well … baked (!), salads 
and slaws that’ll slay,  pies, etc.

• Games – outdoor autumn activ-
ities for the kids including the ever 
popular “eat-that-swinging-donut-
without-using-your-hands” (while 
the rest of us just eat the donuts and 
watch), pie-competitions (no los-
ers in this one), dunking for apples, 
scarecrow stuffing, pumpkin carv-
ing, and lawn games. 

• Music --- offered up with guitars, 
ukes, banjos, maracas, tambourines, 
and voices in group-sings.  Volun-
tary open-mic Karaoke is planned for 
those brave enough to solo. 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church is lo-
cated at 303 Rte 101 in Amherst 
(right next to the Amherst Garden 
Center).  Please feel free to contact 
Aria or Rande Neukam (672-1516 or 
neuk51@gmail.com) for more infor-
mation.

Fun Fest – hard to say fast three 
times, but easy to enjoy.


