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By Dick Vassar

The Souhegan High School Mock 
Trial Team recently competed in 
the Empire City Mock Trial Invita-
tional Tournament held in Brook-
lyn, NY.  Over 600 students from 
five countries competed in the tour-
nament.  The students and coaches 
stayed at the Brooklyn Bridge Mar-
riott where the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies were held.  After 
the opening ceremonies a “pin ex-
change” was held where the stu-
dents got a chance to meet people 
from all over the country and world.  
There were three teams from Ire-
land, one from Canada, two teams 
from South Korea, one team from 
New South Wales, Australia, and 
teams from all around the United 
States.

 On the days of the competition 
40 teams walked to the United 
States District Court Eastern Divi-
sion dressed in their finest court-
room apparel where they met in the 
courtroom to compete against each 
other.  In each trial, the jury is com-
posed of three scoring judges who 
score the students on their perfor-
mances as witnesses, and score the 
lawyers on their knowledge of the 
case, the law, and on how effective 
they are in their examinations and 
their opening and closing state-
ments.  

The Souhegan team won two 
out of the four trials in which they 

competed.  Souhegan defeated a 
team from The Green Point School 
in New South Wales, and the Co-
laiste Iognaid School from Galway, 
Ireland.  The Souhegan team lost 
two close trials against Dos Pueblos 
High School from Goleta, Califor-

nia and Xavier College Prep High 
School from Phoenix, Arizona.

The winning team was Sylvania 
Southview High School from Sylva-
nia, Ohio.  They defeated the Atlan-
ta International School from Atlan-
ta, Georgia.

The Souhegan team members all 
agreed that the experience of work-
ing hard for three months and com-
peting in NYC paid off with a great 
deal of learning and new friends 
from across the globe.   

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

People in the News

Karen Murphy Recognized For Her Service To Children
AMHERST – Karen Murphy of 

Amherst was recognized for her 
outstanding contributions to Mar-
guerite’s Place, Inc. by Volunteer 
NH in collaboration with the Of-
fice of the Governor at a statewide 
volunteer celebration on November 
14th at the Capitol Center for the 
Arts in Concord.  These honors are 
given yearly to volunteers in appre-
ciation for their service to improv-
ing the lives of the citizens of New 
Hampshire and for reflecting strong 
ethics of service and volunteerism.

Celeste Horan, Director of Child-
care at Marguerite’s Place, Inc. 
nominated Karen for the honor and 
explains, “Karen is instrumental to 
our program, sharing her expertise 
in early childhood education with 
us weekly.  She assists the teachers 
with the implementation of social 
emotional curriculum and works 
with students in small groups to 
strengthen skills that they are be-
hind on.” 

Marguerite’s Place, Inc. is a non-
profit transitional housing and sup-
portive services program that serves 
homeless women in crisis and their 
children in the greater Nashua area. 
Founded in 1994, Marguerite’s 
Place, Inc. empowers homeless fam-
ilies on their journey to a better fu-
ture through the provision of tran-
sitional housing, on-site childcare 
and supportive services. 

Limited resources of the non-
profit are never an obstacle for Kar-
en; she brings in activities for the 
children from her own collection 
or designs her own.  Karen works 
one-on-one with children that are 
experiencing behavioral difficulties 
or extra stressors at home and are 

in need of some one-on-one focus. 
Additionally, she serves as an inte-
gral partner in the Positive Behav-
ior Intervention and Supports team. 

“The more people like Karen we 
have investing so much time and 
resources in our children, the bet-
ter return we will have in the future, 
added Horan.

“I’m humbled and honored to re-
ceive this type of recognition and I 
never expected it. I really appreci-
ate it and it confirms what I know 
- which is volunteering has a very 
positive impact on people in need. 
That feels good,” said Karen Mur-
phy.

Karen’s service provides immedi-
ate impact on the children, families, 
and the staff of Marguerite’s Place, 
Inc.  For the parents, Karen provides 
a kind word, encouragement and 
modeling of good parenting skills; 
and for the staff Karen provides a 
smile, a positive attitude and the ex-
tra motivation and push when the 
staff may be feeling burnt out and 
in need of a listening ear and under-
standing patience.  

Barbara A. Alves, President and 
CEO explained, “Karen’s service 
provides a long-term impact to each 
child and family, to Marguerite’s 
Place and to the community as a 
whole.  In helping the children gain 
security, routine, and healthy rela-
tionships, she is working to teach 
them to be better citizens-better 
members of the community.”

If you are interested in volunteer-
ing at Marguerite’s Place, Inc. visit 
www.margueritesplace.org or con-
tact Melissa Ballard Sullivan at 598-
1582 or msullivan@marguerites-
place.org. 

 

International Mock Trial Tournament in NYC a 
Success for Souhegan Team

FINAL CLOSING WEEKS
During our Holiday Remodeling Sale

Caspian
Oriental Rug Importers 

(603) 673-1799

50-75% Off
Hundreds of Handmade Rugs

from 2x3 to 12x24
 6x9 Handmade Tabriz  $399
 8x10 Handmade Gabbah  $799
 9x12 Handmade Persian  $899

335 Rte. 13 | Brookline, NH
5 minutes from the Milford Oval – Minutes from Amherst

Store Hours: Tues-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4
caspianhandmaderugs.com

We clean,
repair &
buy old

rugs!

Adjusted to 2 cols. x 3.5” in Amherst Citizen – 11/12/13

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Visit our  
NEW model 
home at The 

Fells! 

Offering a wide range of home styles, options 
and upgrades so you can put your  
personal stamp on your new home 

Your Home. Your Way. 

Friends Of The Library Trip to 
Peabody Essex Museum

Please join  the Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library for a bus 
trip to the Peabody Essex Museum. 

View nearly 60 oil paintings, 
works on paper, models and small 
craft that deal with the element of 
water with works by Monet, Renoir, 
Sisley, Signac and Caillebotte - key 
impressionists who spent many 
hours at sea, on river boats, leisure 
craft and floating studios.  With 
Avant-Garde Japanese Fashion we 
will see how Japanese designers re-
shaped fashion in the early 1980s. 
The narrow silhouettes of Western 
couture gave way to flowing, sculpt-
ed forms. In the Gallery-turned 
Aviary, the artist introduces a flock 
of 70 brightly plumed Zebra Finch-
es who live in a soundscape envi-

ronment.  The Yin Yu Tang house 
is a late Qing Dynasty merchant’s 
house from southeastern China. 

Cost:  $38 - (Bus $24, Entrance 
Fee $12, Driver Gratuity $2). Note:  
A visit to the Chinese House costs 
$5 which will be paid separately at 
the museum. Lunch will be avail-
able in the Atrium Cafe.  Depart 
9:00 a.m. - The Meeting Place (Rte. 
101) - Return:  5:00 p.m. 

Please make your check out to 
Friends of the Amherst Library 
and mail to: Jane Cosmo, 12 North 
Meadow, Amherst, NH 03031.  
Please include your telephone and 
cell phone number.  If you have any 
questions, please call 673-8718 or 
673-3192.

Abbey Christensen, Ellen Arrowsmith, Ethan Pike, Kile Charbonneau, Callie Cinque, Marco Vogt, Kaley Ahern,  
Caylin Enoch, Olivia Durling, Hannah Whitney, and Madison Adams

u EMS Implements CQI Program   from page 2
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Equal Housing 
Opportunity

Are you concerned about 
your parents or loved one?

We are here to help.  
Call Jan or Jennifer at 1.800.200.5433. 
Explore Assisted Living at RiverMead.

www.rivermead.org

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM, SALEM on TUESDAY, JANUARY 21
IMPRESSIONISTS ON THE WATER

AVANT-GARDE JAPANESE FASHION
AVIARY WITH 70 FINCHES

YIN YU TANG CHINESE HOUSE
 

Amherst volunteer, Karen Murphy with children at Margurite’s Place.

READERS:  If you know of an Amherst resident who provides 
volunteer services to non-profits and should be recognized, 

please send to:  news@amherstcitizen.com.

This Holiday Season, please thank our advertisers for 
their support which allows us to share The Amherst 

Citizen at no cost to you!

of the medical director, crew mem-
bers’ names and dates of their excel-
lently managed calls will be added 
to the plaque. In addition to the Top 
Gun award, Amherst EMS simi-
larly commissioned a “Code Bust-
er” plaque for successful resuscita-
tions and a “Stork Club” plaque for 
field deliveries of babies. Although 
HIPAA laws make it difficult to let 
the public know all the good work 
EMS is doing on a routine basis, for 
those exceptional or dramatic calls 
that are well-managed, you can give 

the press some good news to report, 
with permission from the patients 
or their families. 

  A comprehensive retrospective 
review is the core of any quality im-
provement process, but it should 
not be the entire process. In my 
next segment, I will review the con-
current or real-time component of 
the quality improvement process 
that helps make Amherst EMS a 
high quality cost efficient service 
for the residents of Amherst and 
Mont Vernon.

Connecting Businesses 
with Consumers.

mainstreet-nh.com

MAIN
STREET

DRESS WELL LIVE WELL

HOW MAY I HELP YOU?

603-566-2394 
SUSAN.THORNTON@KW.COM
WWW.SUSANTHORNTON.YOURKWAGENT.COM

WWW.CARLISLECOLLECTION.COM 
WWW.JHILBURN.COM

BAGNARA-THORNTON@COMCAST.NET

   SUSAN THORNTON

WWW.CARLISLECOLLECTION.COM
WWW.JHILBURN.COM

BAGNARA-THORNTON@COMCAST.NET


