
4  •  THE AMHERST CITIZEN  •   N O V E M B E R    2 6 ,   2 0 1 3  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Town News
Bulletin Board

Free Thanksgiving Meal
Not Bread Alone will hold a free Thanksgiving Meal on Thanksgiving, Thursday, 

November 28, at 2pm in the dining room of the First Congregational Church of 
Amherst, 165 Main Street. Turkey and vegetarian options provided. All are invited, 
regardless of income. We hope you’ll join us!

Not Bread Alone is a local soup kitchen which host meals for any one who is in 
need.

Discussion Group At Toadstool Bookshop
On the first Thursday of each month (December 5th), the discussion group 

meets from  7PM  to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and 
familiar truths. For more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both infor-

mational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book Group, 
Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early December 
the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which is op-
tional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership annual 
fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events visit www.
nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreciated, but 
not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

If you have that energy and would like to “burn it off”, we would love to have you 
join us to accomplish these goals. The advantage is the opportunity to meet new 
people and make new friends at the same time. This is a great opportunity espe-
cially for, but not limited to, those with children in the school system. The AJWC 
sponsors several of the elementary and middle school events.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

 Photographers Forum Camera Club’s December 
Meeting 

Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, Decembeer 2 at 
7:00 p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. Photographer Lance Hindy, 
who worked with Ansel Adams and was published in Newsweek, will be discussing 
how his love of photography became the foundation for a full-time career. We are 
an informal club offering educational programs for all ability levels and the opportu-
nity to meet people with similar interests. We meet on the first and third Mondays 
of the month. Be our guest for your first meeting. Dues are $30/yr for individuals, . 
For more information or to leave a message go to www.photographersforum.org 
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BY KATRINA HOLMAN

This year marks the 150th anniversary of 
the first annual national Thanksgiving day, 
proclaimed in the midst of the Civil War by 
President Lincoln to be the last Thursday 
in November 1863. A woman with an im-
pressive literary career named Sarah Josep-
ha (Buell) Hale (1788-1879; widowed 1822), 
who was born in New Hampshire, is cred-
ited with influencing this decision because 
she had lobbied not only this president but 
several presidents before him. Such a feast 
day – at which turkey figured prominently 
on the table – was already an established tra-
dition in the New England states, but each 
governor would pick his own date in late fall 
or early winter, different from year to year.
Fifth Regiment – 1861

Naturally, during the first Thanksgiving of 
the War of the Rebellion the citizens of Am-
herst rallied to put together care packages 
for “our boys” in uniform. A proprietor of the 
general store in Amherst Village since 1858, 
Captain (later Colonel) Charles E. Hapgood 
(1830-1909), had been recruiting officer for 
Hillsborough County for the 5th N.H. Reg-
iment of Volunteers, so a dozen Amherst 
men had joined his Company I, mustered in 
October 1861; 4 of them would die in service, 
2 at Gettysburg.

The local newspaper reported on 28 Nov. 
1861: “The Amherst boys of the 5th Regi-
ment will have a fine Thanksgiving dinner, 

made up of Roast Turkies, Pig, Chickens, 
Boiled Hams, Plum Puddings, Pies, and an 
endless variety, forwarded by their friends 
from this place [Amherst] – enough to feast 
half the Regiment. This is as it should be.”

Mail flowed back and forth quite easily be-
tween the Union camps and home, but this 
was wartime after all. The company “had 

AMHERST – Founded in 1965 
by Marion Sortevik and Carolyn 
Byrnes, the Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club is an organization of en-
ergized, dedicated Amherst-area 
women who volunteer their time, 
energy and talent to the communi-
ty. Our mission is focusing our ef-
forts on civic needs, educational ad-
vancement and those less fortunate. 
Our goals are achieved with the as-
sistance and generosity of business-
es, organizations and individuals.

We are in need of women with 
motivation and dedication to join 
us in growing our mission even fur-
ther within our surrounding com-
munities.

If you have that energy and would 
like to “burn it off”, we would love 
to have you join us to accomplish 
these goals. The advantage is the op-
portunity to meet new people and 
make new friends at the same time. 
This is a great opportunity especial-
ly for, but not limited to, those with 
children in the school system. The 
AJWC sponsors several of the ele-
mentary and middle school events.

Please email us at memberships@
amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is 
www.amherstjuniors.org.

Please call Barb @ 508-783-3686 
or Karen @ 603-305-3046 for more 
information. Please Join Us! We 
look forward to meeting you!

Historic Amherst

Thanksgiving for Amherst Men 
During the Civil War 

MEMORY TREE 2013
Print YOUR NAME Clearly: ___________________________________

Name of person to be remembered.
A. Family - i.e. The John Smith Family -$25.00
B. Per Individual Name - i.e. John Smith - $5.00
Select (Either A or B)
A. The ______________________________________Family ($25.00)
B. Last Name ________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    Last Name _________________  First Name___________________
    ($5.00 per individual name)

Make checks payable to:
“The Memory Tree”/Amherst Gardeners

PO Box 694
Amherst, New Hampshire 03031

Deadline: Please return by December 5, 2013. Thank you.
Need more information? Contact Cynthia Dokmo at 673-0395

Memory Tree 2013
Sponsored by the Amherst Gar-

den Club, The Memory Tree acts 
as a remembrance of a loved one to 
all who have made a donation.  This 
tree, an Amherst tradition dating 
back to 1995, is located right in the 
center of town speaking out with 
a twinkle to all who pass by.  “Re-
member me, remember the times 
we shared.”  The Memory Tree will 
be lit on Friday, December 6, the 
weekend of the Tree Lighting Festi-
val and will stay lit through the cold 
winter nights into January.  Now is 
the time to send in your donation 
and names to be remembered.

The money raised in the past 
has gone to various organizations 
such as Peabody Mill Environmen-
tal Center, Purgatory Watershed 
Conservancy, Community Hospice 
House in Merrimack, Steeple Fund/
Amherst Congregational Church, 

Wilton Forest Fund, the lost Vil-
lage of Monson, and SHARE.  We 
are happy to announce that dona-
tions to Memory Tree 2013 will be 
going to The Society for the Protec-
tion of N.H. Forests (Forest Society) 
in the effort to keep 500 acres of for-
ests permanently undeveloped and 
open to the public for recreational 
use.  We know this is an excellent 
opportunity to preserve our envi-
ronment for our community and 
the generations to come.

Please call Trese Gilligan 603-
714-9182 if you have any questions.  
Donations ($5.00 for individual 
name or $25.00 for a family) may be 
sent to “The Memory Tree/Amherst 
Gardeners, PO Box 694, Amherst, 
NH 03031.  Thank you for your sup-
port.  Stop by and see the tree and 
sign posted with the names of those 
being remembered.

Amherst Building Department 
Leaps Ahead in Insurance Ratings

Amherst Hires Subcontracted Building Inspec-
tor on As-Needed Basis

Re-enactors of N.H. 5th Regiment Volunteers march in Amherst parade on July 4th, 2012.

Department of Public Works
Public Notice

Amherst Transfer Station will be 
Closed for Thanksgiving

Thursday and Friday, November 27 and 28   

Will reopen Saturday, November 29, 
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Bennington – Vacation year round! Don’t wait!
2 bedroom 2 1/2 bath end unit, 1/2 mile to Crotched Ski Area and 
Crotched Golf Course!! Great investor opportunity for only $87,500!

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Deb Farrow
103 Ponemah Road
Amherst, NH 03031
Office: (603) 673-4000
Cell: (603) 494-3877
deb.farrow@nemoves.com Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Brrrrrrrr...!
Baby it getting cold outside! 

Don’t worry... I’ll get your home in shape 
before Jack Frost makes his appearance.

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

“When Quality and 
SatiSfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Serving N. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e m o d e l i n g  
•  R e p a i R s  •  R e s t o R a t i o n   

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

AMHERST - The Office of Com-
munity Development recently par-
ticipated in an Insurance Services 
Office (ISO) Building Code Effec-
tiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS) 
review.  The ISO is an independent 
statistical, rating and advisory or-
ganization that serves the proper-
ty/casualty insurance industry (in-
cluding Fire Department Protection 
Class Ratings). The ISO collects in-
formation on a community’s build-
ing-code adoption and enforcement 
services, analyzes the data, and 
then assigns a Building Code Effec-
tiveness Classification from 1 to 10. 
Class 1 represents exemplary com-
mitment to building-code enforce-
ment. 

Municipalities with well-en-
forced, up-to-date codes experience 
fewer property related losses, and 
their citizens’ insurance rates can 
reflect that. The prospect of min-
imizing catastrophe-related dam-
age and ultimately lowering insur-
ance costs gives communities an 
incentive to enforce their building 
codes rigorously (BCEGS Evalua-
tion, 2013). The BCEGS is designed 
to re-evaluate each community on a 
5 to 10 year basis. 

The review is based on an evalu-
ation of Administration of Codes, 
Plan Review and Field Inspection 
practices. Amherst was found to 
have made significant improve-
ments in all three categories, leap-
ing from a rating of 6 in 2003 to a 
4 in 2013 for both residential and 
commercial services.

What does this mean for you? As 
the Town’s rating has improved new 
construction could be subject to 
lower insurance rates. Check with 
your insurance agent before start-
ing new construction projects.

The Community Development 
Office is very proud of this accom-
plishment and would like to extend 
its appreciation to Richard Keyes, 
building inspector for the strides he 
has made in improving the building 
department’s operations. In addi-
tion, the office would like to thank 
the Board of Selectmen and Town 
Administrator for their support in 
the revitalization of this office. 

The office will continue to im-
prove on these areas over the next 
ten years, as stated in the strategic 
plan, with the goal of attaining a 
overall score of 3 for both commer-
cial and residential properties in the 
near future.

AMHERST - For the Office of 
Community Development, 2013 
has produced a significant jump in 
building activity. New applications 
have increased 50% over last year’s 
total permits as of the end of the 3rd 
quarter, for everything from gener-
ators and additions, to demolition 
and new construction. While this 
is excellent news for the local econ-
omy, the increase in new applica-
tions has exceeded the Office’s abil-
ity to provide timely turn-around 
on permit approvals and inspection 
scheduling requests. 

The Office’s goal is to provide in-
spections within 24 to 48 hours of 
the request and to process build-
ing permits within 7 to 10 days of 
complete information submission. 
Although New Hampshire RSA 
676:13 allows town up to 30 days to 
process building permits, the OCD 
feels that 30 days is inconsistent 
with our commitment to our res-
idents, developers, building trade 
professionals and other who, like 
us, strive to make Amherst a de-
sirable place to live. While this is 
not always possible, the Office has 
for several months now filled the 

inspection schedule a week in ad-
vance, and pushed permit applica-
tion reviews out over two weeks.  

To meet the heightened demand 
for service, the Board of Selectmen 
and Town Administrator have sup-
ported the Office’s request to hire a 
subcontracted Building Inspector 
on a part-time “as-needed basis.” 
The subcontracted inspector will be 
available limited hours to support 
the Office in sustaining a more ap-
propriate level of service. The Town 
has welcomed Bill Condra, a certi-
fied Electrical, Plumbing, Mechan-
ical, and Building Inspector into 
this role. Mr. Condra also provides 
inspection service for the City of 
Nashua and Town of Hudson.

Through this effort, the Office 
hopes it can continue to provide a 
cost effective service to the commu-
nity, while maintaining the integri-
ty of construction. For additional 
information on this or any other 
efforts of the Community Devel-
opment Office please contact Sar-
ah Marchant, Community Devel-
opment Director at 603.673.6041 x 
206 or smarchant@amherstnh.gov.


