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planned for a good time, with oys-
ters at 1 p.m., wrestling at 2, jump-
ing at 3, running at 4, greased pig at 
5! ... [but] Thanksgiving found “the 
boys” hurriedly marching on to Al-
exandria, and feeding on soldiers’ 
rations while the home generous 
supply of “pig and pie” was nearly 
all lost to them through delay. But it 
told them of warm hearts at home.”  
(Boylston, p. 22)

“Camp California, Dec. 13th, 
[1861]. Mr. Editor:... At last the long 
looked-for box has come, and right 
welcome is it in our little, well-filled 
parlor, and such a rush to see its 
contents! They were in much bet-
ter condition than we expected, af-
ter 19 days travel. The meats were 
spoiled, but the other articles were 
good. We talk of burying the pig 
under arms! We are faring better 
now than we have done – getting 
part soft bread in our rations. ... We 
have made our supper of dough-
nuts, cakes and pies, soft bread and 
Stewart’s butter, and I am now fin-
ishing one of Mrs. Hardy’s cigars.” 
Signed: “N.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 19 
Dec. 1861.)
Fourth Regiment – 1861

Meanwhile, the men in the 4th 
N.H. Regiment Vols. were well fed 
on the feast day. There were 7 Am-
herst men there (in different com-
panies), mustered in September 
1861, of whom one (plus another 
Amherst soldier who transferred in 
later) would die in service.

“Hilton Head, S.C., Nov. 28, 1861. 
To the Editor of the Cabinet:...Today 
is Thanksgiving in New Hampshire, 

and it has been generally observed 
throughout the Regiment. ... Every 
member of the mess to which I be-
long, made a speech or gave a toast 
at dinner, and it was singular to no-
tice the sameness with which they 
all ended, expressive of the hope 
that the war would soon close, the 
rebels return to their allegiance, 
and we to our homes. Our kitch-
en is called “Port Royal Exchange” 
and I send you a bill of fare on the 
occasion: mutton chops, roast beef, 
road turkey, roast duck, roast lamb, 
stewed chickens, fresh fish, fish 
chowder, oysters (r’st & stewed), 
soup (beef & brown), beef tongues 
& liver; warm biscuit, hard bread, 
doughnuts, cracker puddings, but-
ter, cheese; potatoes (sweet & Irish), 
onions, carrots, beets, turnips, to-
matoes, cauliflowers, pickles; tea, 
coffee, &c.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 26 
Dec. 1861, long letter from a “New  
Hampshire boy.”)
Tenth Regiment – 1864

In 1864, the N.H. governor sup-
plied supplied N.H. regiments with 
food suitable for a holiday. About 
30 Amherst men served in the 
10th N.H. Regiment of Volunteers, 
most mustered in September 1862, 
of whom 10 died during the war, 1 
deserted, 2 transferred, and 9 – in-
cluding drummer George W. Rus-
sell and bugler J. Appleton Skinner 
– served all the way to the end in 
June 1865.

“Chaffin’s Farm, Virginia, Nov. 
26th, 1864. Mr. Editor: I would take 
this opportunity to tender in be-
half of the 10th Regt. N.H. Vols., 

my most sincere thanks, to whom 
it may concern, for a bountiful sup-
ply of turkeys, chickens, apples, on-
ions, crackers, nuts, &c., which we 
received from His Excellency the 
Governor of N.H. via L. D. Mason, 
State Agent, on the 26th inst. [this 
month]. A little late by the way, but 
we were all of the opinion that it 
was better late than never. I make 
no hesitation in saying that the of-
ficers and men were highly pleased 
with their bountiful thanksgiving 
dinner, and greatly benefitted by it. 
Most respectfully, I. C. RICHARD-
SON, 2nd Lieut. Comm’g the Reg-
iment.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 9 Dec. 
1864.)
Sixth Heavy Artillery – 1864

In the N.H. Heavy Artillery, who 
were mustered in Sep. 1864, so 
served less than a year, there were 
8 Amherst men, of whom one died 
of disease. Regular correspondent 
to the Cabinet from the 6th Heavy 
Artillery was Charles H. Shepard, 
age 40.

“Fort Barnard, Virginia, Nov. 
18 th, [1864]. Venerable Cabinet: 
...There is much sickness among the 
boys at present, camp fever and fe-
ver and ague, though no serious cas-
es. ... Thanksgiving is close at hand, 
and already do visions of roast 
chicken and turkey begin to flit in 
dreams before the eyes of the sol-
dier. May we have a more substan-
tial realization of the good things. 
On such a day black hog palls upon 
the taste, and hard tack is insipid. 
– Let the boys have a taste of your 
home Thanksgiving. ... C. H. S.” 

(Farmer’s Cabinet, 25 Nov. 1864.)
“Fort Barnard, Va., Nov. 25th, 

[1864]. Venerable Cabinet: ...Yes-
terday was Thanksgiving here as 
well as among you at home. For a 
week past the boys have been dai-
ly receiving boxes, from friends far 
away, filled with the good things 
necessary to get up “the dinner,” 
and to crown all, we received our 
quota (200 lbs.) of nice poultry – 
turkeys, chickens and ducks – for-
warded to us by Governor Gilmore, 
who furnished the seven compa-
nies now here with 1400 lbs. of nice 
poultry, accompanied by the neces-
sary fixings, as crackers, potatoes 
and onions. So you see... that we 
were abundantly supplied with the 
wherewithal to have a pretty good 
thing, and we did. Services were 
held in the barracks and a short but 
eloquent sermon preached by a cler-
gyman from the Christian Com-
mission, to which all listened with 
respect and attention, and Thanks-
giving day was passed at Fort Bar-
nard, Va., in as quiet and decorous 
a manner as in the staid and sober 
old town of Amherst. To Governor 
Gilmore, for his energetic efforts in 
providing the New Hampshire boys 
with such a generous dinner, our 
thanks are due... rest assured this 
Thanksgiving will not be forgotten. 
C. H. S.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 2 Dec. 
1864.)
Source:

Amherst in the Great Civil Con-
flict, 1861-1865 by Edward D. Boyl-
ston (1893).
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AMHERST RECREATION
4 Cross Rd, Amherst, N.H. 03031
603 673-6248 ~ 603 673-2032 (FAX)
Peabody Mill Environmental Center   
603 673-1141,  www.amherstrec.org 

Amherst Village Antique 
on 3.29 Acres 
Enjoy the charm of yesteryear 
and the beautiful updates of today 
with the convenience of its village 
location and the feeling of country 
on over 3 Acres. $349,900. 
MLS# 4321939 

Liz Bruce, CRS, GRI, Broker/Owner
Apple Orchard Realty, Inc.
Ph: 603-673-8388
C: 603-325-7070  
F: 603-554-1101
lizbruce.realtor@gmail.com

Holidays are Around the Corner
Book your grooming & boarding 

appointments now to avoid the rush! 
Grooming & Boarding 7 Days a Week

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032

Bellwether makes it easy to get a great home equity line! This unique line locks 
in a historically low rate for three full years before returning to a variable rate. 
Own the flexibility of an equity line with the stability of a fixed rate for 36 months 
with our Home Equity Line Special. 

Apply today and take advantage of historically low rates!

• No closing costs or application fees** 
• No initial draw required
• No checking account required

Bellwether—making it easy to get a great home equity line

Move into a better  
home equity line.

Apply online at  
BCCU.org/HELOC
call 1 (866) 996-9828
or visit a Bellwether branch today! 

 2.75%

 2.75%

APR*

APR*

First 3 Years 
As low as

* During the initial 36 month fixed period your Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will not rise or fluctuate. At the end of the initial 36 month period the APR becomes variable based on the Prime Rate 
published in the Wall Street Journal. Rates shown are for well qualified applicants. Your actual rate and margin is determined based on your credit worthiness and other factors. It could be as low as 
Prime minus .50%. Prime as of 08/01/13 was 3.25%. The variable APR will not exceed 18%. Rate shown includes a .24% discount on the fixed rate, and a .25% discount for the variable rate for payments 
made by automatic transfer/payment using a BCCU account. An annual fee of $50 is charged each anniversary. A $395 early termination fee will apply if account is closed within four (4) years from 
account opening. Homeowners insurance is required. Maximum 85% combined loan-to-value ratio. The minimum line is $10,000 and the maximum line is $249,000. If you pay interest only, you still owe 
the amount drawn and the monthly payment will increase when the interest only period ends. Offer is subject to credit approval, may change at any time and is for new BCCU lines only.

Thereafter
As low as Prime -1/2 (variable)

Where Easy Adds Up TM

Not enough equity?
Ask us about 
Home Equity 
Plus!
 

**Real estate in a trust is subject to a trust review fee of $175. No application fees pertains to Home Equity Line Special only. Home Equity Plus has an application fee of $250.

Creating a Healthier You... One Smile at a Time.

Cara A. Coleman, DMD

Dr. Cara A. Coleman offers:
• Free Consultations
• Implant and Cosmetic Dentistry
• Low dose X-rays
• Help with cavities and bleeding gums
• Tooth colored fillings and crowns
• Dentistry for the Whole Family

1 Overlook Drive, Rte. 101 A, Suite A#3, Amherst • 673-4102
www.colemanfamilydentalcare.com

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

Highlights This Holiday Season
November 29 

Ying Quartet in Concert
MANCHESTER – In conjunction with the 

Beethoven unit of the Saint Anselm College 
Humanities Program, the Ying Quartet will 
appear in concert at the Dana Center, Saint 
Anselm College, on Thursday, November 29, 
at 7:00 pm. For concert tickets and informa-
tion, call the Dana Center Box office at Saint 
Anselm College, (603) 641-7700 during the 
hours of 10-4:30pm, M-F.

November 29 – December 1
The Nutcracker Thanksgiving 
Weekend

BEDFORD – The Nutcracker Thanksgiving 
weekend in six performances Friday, No-
vember 29th through Sunday, December 1. 
The annual performance with a live 22-piece 
orchestra, boasts a cast of over 85 talented 
dancers and performers. For ticket informa-
tion call the Palace Theatre Box Office at 
668-5588 or visit www.palacetheatre.org.  

November 29 – December 22
Holiday Craft Shop Opens in 
Bedford

BEDFORD – The Craftworkers’ Guild an-
nounces its Holiday Craft Shop, which takes 
place November 29  through December 
22, 2013  at the historic Kendall House, 
Bedford.  This winter’s seasonal shop will be 
open daily from 10am to 4pm.

December 1 and 7
26th Annual Messiah Sing

  MONT VERNON For 26 years, a chorus 
of about 100 from more than a dozen com-
munities has sung selections from G.F. Han-
del’s sacred and inspiring oratorio, “Mes-
siah,” in December.  The first performance 
at the Mont Vernon Congregational Church 
at 4 South Main Street (at the top of Route 
13) is Sunday, December 1 at 4 p.m. The 
second performance is Saturday, December 
7 at 7 p.m. 

December 6
SNHU Choir and Orchestra to 
Present Winter Performance 
on Dec. 6th at St. Joseph’s 
Cathedral

MANCHESTER – The Southern New 
Hampshire University Choir and Orchestra 
will present a Winter Concert on Friday, De-
cember 6 at 7:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Cathe-
dral at 145 Lowell Street  in Manchester. 

December 7
Amherst Lions Club Hosts 
Their 33rd Annual Craft Fair  
On Saturday, December 7

AMHERST – Over 100 New England 
crafters will gather in Amherst for the Craft 
Fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Amherst 
Middle School on Cross Road. This craft fair 
has earned a well-deserved reputation for 
the quality and variety of the hand-made 
items offered. In addition to the crafters 
the fair features a snack bar with Dick Ball’s 
“famous” chili, hot dogs, sandwiches and 
soft drinks. For further Craft Fair information 
contact Lion Joan Ferguson at jferg47410@
aol.com.

20th Annual SHARE Christmas 
Fair

SHARE’s  20th Annual Christmas Fair on 
Saturday, December 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. will 
feature elegant handmade crafts, Christmas 
decorations, jewelry, and many other unique 
items made by professional craftspeople.The 
SHARE Center is well located at 1 Colum-
bus Ave. in Milford.  Information: SHARE at 
673-9898. 

Church of Our Saviour   
Christmas Fair

The Church of Our Saviour in Milford will 
ring in the holiday season at its Christmas 
Fair on Saturday, December 7, from 9:00 
am to 2:00 pm. The annual event will fea-
ture homemade treats, gifts, decorations, 
activities for children, holiday displays, a lun-
cheon and a visit from St. Nicholas himself.  
Located at 10 Amherst St.  just outside of 
the Milford Oval. Information: 673-3309, 
email: office@coosmilford.org

December 10 and 11
The Holiday Toy Store 

MILFORD – The Holiday Toy Store is in its 
26th year of serving families with financial 
need from Brookline, Mont Vernon, Milford, 
and Amherst.  This special event will be held 
on December 10th and 11th at the Veter-
ans’ of Foreign Wars Hall – Harley Sanford 
Post, 14 Perkins Street in Milford.  At the 
Holiday Toy Store, families in need will have 
the opportunity to choose holiday gifts, free 
of charge, for their children ages newborn 
through fifteen years old. We appreciate your 
tax-deductible monetary donation be made 
by December 6rd.  Checks should be made 
out to “Holiday Toy Store” and can be mailed 
to P. O. Box 6, Amherst, NH 03031.  New 
toy donations are collected at the communi-
ty locations listed below.  For further ques-
tions contact Lisa Emerson at 930-3565.

December 13 and 14
Celebrate the Holiday Season 
with The Majestic’s G. I.  
Holiday Jukebox!

MANCHESTER – The Majestic Theatre 
proudly announces their second dinner the-
atre presentation of the 2013-14 season. 
G.I. Holiday Jukebox will be presented on 
December 13 and 14 at 7:00pm and on De-
cember 15 at 1:30pm at the Chateau Event 
Center, Manchester.  Order your tickets: box 
office 669-7469 or www.majestictheatre.net 
to purchase online.  

December 14
Christmas In Amherst Village 
House Tour 2013: 

AMHERST – A Tour of Six Village Homes, 
Saturday, December 14 – 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Amherst Village Green, 11 Church Street, 
and surrounding area

Boston Pops Holiday Concert 
in Manchester

MANCHESTER – Celebrate the holidays 
with the Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra 
as they return to Manchester for a special 
Holiday Concert on Saturday, December 
14th at 7:30pm. Affectionately known as 
“America’s Orchestra,” the Boston Pops is 
the most recorded and arguably the most 
beloved orchestra in the country. 

Program Guide Fall 2013
Call 673-6248 for more info.  Vis-

it www.amherstrec.org for info or 
to register.  Most programs require 
pre-registration.  
Art at Wilkins 

Let’s have fun creating art togeth-
er! 
Who: Grades 1-4
Where: Wilkins School - Classroom

Gifts from the HeArt   
In this two week class, students 

will create 6 one-of-a-kind gifts 
ready for giving! 
When:  Tuesdays, 12/3-12/10 2:45-
4:15pm

Brrrr! Chilly Winter Art!     
The weather outside may be 

frightful, but these art projects are 
delightful!  
When: Tuesdays, 1/21-2/11 2:50-
4:15pm

Art @ AMS
Who:  Grades 5-8
Where: AMS Life Skills Room

Gifts from the HeArt
In this one day workshop stu-

dents will create 6 one-of-a-kind 
gifts ready for giving! 
When:  Saturday, 12/14 10:00am-
2:00pm

Psychedelic Pop Art!
Need a solution for gray winter 

days?  Create some colorful POP 
art! 
When: Thursdays, 2/20-3/13 2:30-
4:00pm

Wrestling for Middle School 
Boys and Girls

Come join the wrestling team this 
season!  No experience required nor 
expected.  Whether you’re in 5th, 
6th, 7th or 8th grade, it’s never too 

late to start.  This season, Amherst 
Recreation welcomes NEW head 
coach Garrett Trombi. 
Who: Grades 5-8
When: Practice Tuesdays & Thurs-
days, 12/3-2/25 6:00-8:00pm; 
Tournaments and meets will be held 
starting in January and ending in 
late February. 
Where: Souhegan High School

Homeschool Environmental & 
Science Programs 

Amherst Rec offers environmen-
tal and science programs to homes-
choolers ages 3-14. Our next classes 
are held 12/17.  
When:  The 3rd Tuesday of each 
month through June  
Where: Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center

Homeschool Preschool Classes, 
Ages 3-5

Time: 1:00-2:00pm

Homeschool Classes, Ages 6-8; 
Ages 9-11; Ages 12-14
Time: 1:00-3:00pm

Horseback Riding Lessons for 
Youth

Students will learn the anatomy 
of a horse, barn management, tack, 
grooming and riding in their out-
door or indoor ring.  This is an in-
troductory offer for riders new to 
Walnut Hollow Farm.  Bus trans-
portation after school is available.
Who: Grades 2-12
When:  One hour lessons are 
offered daily Monday -Thursday at 
3:30, 4:30 or 5:30 and are pur-
chased in a group of 4.   
Where:  Walnut Hollow Farm, 40 
Walnut Hill Rd., Amherst
Fee:  $145 Amherst Resident; $155 
Nonresident


