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Joseph G. Carleton, Sr
1921-2013

Mrs. Mauricina Roby of Mont Vernon was greeted for the first Blue Bus ride 
in Mont Vernon by, from left to right, First Transit Safety Inspector David 
Bancroft, SVTC Chairman Nate Carmen, and Nashua Transit driver Paul 
McManus. 
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Blue Bus Makes its First Trip to 
Mont Vernon

The Souhegan Valley Rides Blue 
Bus made its inaugural trip to assist 
a Mont Vernon resident on Novem-
ber 13th. Mrs. Mauricina Roby, a 
longtime resident of Mont Vernon, 
needed to get to an appointment in 
Milford. As she said “I had no oth-
er way to get there so I decided to 
try the Blue Bus and it was excel-
lent.” Mrs. Roby does not drive and 
usually relies on family and friends 
for transportation to necessary ap-
pointments and to stay active in her 
community.

Serving the towns of Am-
herst, Brookline, Hollis, Milford 
and, more recently, Mont Vernon, 
Souhegan Valley Rides has grown 
steadily since the first ride was pro-
vided five years ago. As of the end 
October 12,397 rides have been 
provided to area residents. 

Currently, the bus service is avail-
able Monday through Friday from 8 

am to 6 pm including travel time to 
and from the garage in Nashua. The 
buses, drivers and call center oper-
ations are subcontracted from the 
Nashua Transit System. While the 
focus of the bus service is on health-
care related transportation, rides 
are available locally and to Nashua 
for access to social service appoint-
ments, local senior activity centers, 
local town facilities and libraries, 
and shopping. 

For more information about the 
Souhegan Valley Rides bus service, 
please visit www.SouheganValley-
Rides.org, email questions to Info@
SouheganValleyRides.org; or call 
673-8482 to speak with a SVR vol-
unteer. Brochures about the ser-
vice are available in the five partic-
ipating towns at town hall and the 
library. To register for the service 
or schedule a ride, please call 880-
0100 ext.1. 

Joseph G. Carleton, Sr., of Mont 
Vernon, N.H., 92, died at his home 
on November 5, 2013. He was born 
in Mont Vernon on June 27, 1921, 
the son of George O. and Bessie 
Blood Carleton and one of the sev-
enth generation of Carletons to live 
in Mont Vernon since the 1700’s. 
He grew up on a farm in a family 
of farmers, and once related that he 
and his father and grandfather used 
to drive cattle 28 miles to summer 
pastures in Windsor, NH in the late 
1920’s.  He graduated from Milford 
(NH) High School with the class of 
1939, where he played on the foot-
ball team.

Restless with life on the farm, 
he scored well enough in a writ-
ten competition to win free class-
es for aeronautical “ground school”.  
Shortly thereafter, at age 18, he 
purchased a small airplane, a Pip-
er Cub, which had been given the 
name “Time Flits” by its former 
owner, Frank Hawks, a famous avia-
tor of the 1920’s and 30’s.  The plane 
was based in Grenier Field, now 
the Manchester Airport. In rapid 
succession, he obtained a pilot’s li-
cense, a commercial pilot’s license 
and became a private flight instruc-
tor.  He joined the U.S. Navy as an 
officer in 1943 and earned his naval 
aviator wings at age 21.  The Navy 
sent him to Bunker Hill Naval Air 
Station in Indiana, where he was a 
flight instructor. It happened that 
Ted Williams of the Boston Red 
Sox was undergoing flight training 
there at the same time.  Many years 
later, Williams, who lived near the 
Carleton retirement home in Citrus 
Hills, Florida, paid him a visit to talk 
about those days. 

While in Indiana, he met Ellen 
Gabriel, and they were soon married 
– a marriage that would last for 61 
years until her death in 2005.

Later in World War II, he was a 
ferry pilot, flying newly built fight-
er aircraft cross country about 50 
times, from New York to San Di-
ego, where they were loaded onto 
aircraft carriers for the Pacific war.  
After the war, he was in the Naval 
Reserve for several years, serving as 
the Executive Officer for his squad-
ron at Squantum Naval Air Station 
in Quincy, Massachusetts.  He was 
also active in the Civil Air Patrol 
and was a civilian flight instructor 
at Boire Field in Nashua, NH, also 

obtaining a helicopter pilot license 
there.

Returning after the war, he was 
employed as a rural mail carrier, 
based in Mont Vernon, reliably de-
livering mail in Mont Vernon and 
Amherst, six days a week, for almost 
40 years, retiring in 1986.  Among 
the belongings found after his death 
was a commendation from the U.S. 
Postal Service for 3,000 hours of 
sick time, never used.  

He had varied interests, includ-
ing sports, playing on a local soft-
ball team until well into his 60’s.  
In retirement, he took up golf and, 
like everything else he undertook, 
soon mastered it, once shooting 
his age.  He was an active member 
of the volunteer Mont Vernon Fire 
Department and was elected by its 
members as its Chief, serving in that 
position for 20 years.   He was an avid 
sportsman, enjoying hunting and 
fishing trips with his cousins and 
friends.  He also had a special tal-
ent for finance and investing, serv-
ing as trustee and treasurer of the 
Daland Memorial Library in Mont 
Vernon for many years and success-
fully growing its investments.  And 
he was a skillful poker player, play-
ing regularly with a circle of friends 
in Mont Vernon and Florida.

With all this, he was a quiet Yan-
kee, a modest, soft spoken man of 
few words, always willing to lend a 
hand to someone in need.  His word 
was his bond, and he was trusted, 
admired and loved by those who 
knew him.

He is survived by his two chil-
dren, Joseph Carleton, Jr. and his 
wife Patricia, of Kittery, Maine, 
and his daughter, Kay C. Gabriel of 
Madison, Wisconsin. He is also sur-
vived by a sister, Eleanor Buraczyns-
ki and several cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

Services were held on Novem-
ber 10th in the Mont Vernon Con-
gregational Church, 4 South Main 
Street, Mont Vernon, NH.  In lieu 
of flowers, donations in his memo-
ry may be made to the Mont Vernon 
Conservation Commission, P.O. 
Box 444, Mont Vernon, NH  03057.  
Arrangements are in the care of 
Smith & Heald Funeral Home, 63 
Elm Street, Milford, NH  03055.  
To share a memory or offer a con-
dolence, please go to www.smith-
heald.com

First Baptist Church of 
Amherst

25 1/2 Middle Street
Pastor: Mike Sacco
Church Office:  673-4063
Website: www.amherstfirstbaptist.
com

 

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 a.m
For the children

Nursery: to age 3; 
Super Church: ages 4 thru 

grade 4; 
Puppet Ministry: grades 5 

through 7
 

Congregational Church of 
Amherst UCC

11 Church Street
Senior Pastor Richard Leavitt
Associate Pastor Maureen 
Frescott
Church office: 673-3231
Web site:  www.ccamherst.org

We are an Open and Affirming 
congregation.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 
10am at the church in Amherst 
Village. Children 2 years through 
seventh grade attend church 
school following the Children’s 
Time in the service. Nursery care 
is provided. The church is hand-
icapped accessible via the drive-
way entrance. All are cordially 
invited for fellowship in the Com-
munity Room immediately fol-
lowing the service.

Christ’s Church of Amherst
58 Merrimack Road
Amherst
673-8292
www.ccnh.org
Pastor Darin Shaw

Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m. with Nursery Care up 
to age 3 years and Children’s pro-
gram 3 years to grade 5.

Amherst Christian Church
Corner of Patricia at 134 Hollis 
Rd. Amherst
Phone: 672-1541
Sunday Discipleship classes 9-10
Children’s class (Grades 1-6) 
10-10:30
Worship Service 10:30
Children’s church for pre-school-
ers during service
Childcare provided for infants

St Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

Craftsman Lane, Amherst
Pastor Peter Korthals
821-9891
pastor@stpaul-amherst.org

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church 
welcomes you to join us each 
Sunday for our worship service.  
Our Sunday Service begins at 
9:30 a.m. with our Sunday School 
at 10:55 and adult Bible study at 
11:00.   Nursery service is avail-
able.  Please be our guest as we 
celebrate the Lord and all he has 
done for us.  Pastor Peter Korthals 
821-9891 pastor@stpaul-amherst.
org
Messiah Lutheran Church 

Rev. Tom Teichmann, Pastor 
303 Route 101 
PO Box 488 
Amherst, 
673-2011 (office) 
673-7707 (meeting and fax) 
messiahnh@comcast.net 

Worship 9:30 am
Fellowship and refreshments 

following worship
Sunday School 11:15 am - 12 

noon
Adult Forum  11:15 am - 12 

noon
Messiah is accessible and wel-

coming!
 

St Luke Anglican Church 
St. Lukes Anglican Church
3 Limbo Lane, Amherst
Rev. Dr. Alexander H. Webb
Church office: 672-6054
Website: www.st-luke,amherst.
nh.us 

 All welcome and invited to at-
tend

Sunday Worship  and Celebra-
tion of Holy Eucharist using the 
Traditional 1928 Book of Com-
mon Prayer weekly at 8:30 and 
10:00 AM 

Church School at 10:00 AM
Refreshment & fellowship fol-

lowing the service.
Weekly Bible Studies:
Tuesday Evening Soup & Study, 

5;45~7:00PM
Saturday Morning  11:00 AM ~ 

Noon.

Church of Our Saviour, 
Episcopal 

10 Amherst Street
Milford
Phone: 673-3309
E-mail: office@coosmilford.org
Website: www.coosmilford.org
Interim Rector: Rev. Hays Junkin

Sundays – 8 a.m. Holy Eucha-
rist - 10 a.m.  Choral Eucharist

Wednesdays – 11:30 a.m. Lec-
tionary and Lunch

Eucharist followed by bring-
your-own-lunch (coffee provided) 
and a discussion of the week’s les-
sons.

We strive to live the message of 
Christ, in which all are welcome.

Walking a middle way between 
Roman Catholicism and Protes-
tant traditions, we are a sacra-
mental, worship and service-ori-
ented church that promotes 
thoughtful debate about what 
God is calling us to do and to be.

We hope to provide a space 
that welcomes both the spiritual 
seeker and the seasoned disciple 
so that people from many start-
ing points can find their home in 
God with us.  If you are seeking a 
spiritual home or are just explor-
ing the life of faith, we hope you 
will walk with us on that journey 
of discovery.

Mont Vernon 
Congregational Church

United Church of Christ
4 South Main Street
Mont Vernon
Church Office: 673-3500 (open 
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m.
Web site: www.montvernon-
church.org
E-mail: montvernonchurch@
montvernonchurch.org

Pastor: Rev. Judie Bryant – of-
fice hours Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., or at 
other times by appointment.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School is avail-
able for children aged 6 and old.  
Child Care provided for children 
under 6.  All are invited to coffee 
hour in the Round Room follow-
ing worship.

House of Prayer every Wednes-
day from 6:30 to 7 p.m. – every-
one is welcome.

 

Saint Patrick Catholic 
Community of Milford

Website: www.ccnh.org 
Phone: 673-1311
Website: saintpatrickmilfordnh.
org

First Church Of Christ, 
Scientist

103 South St., Milford
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Meeting: 8 p.m.- 
Child care available.

 
Christian Science Reading Room
87 Union Square, Milford 
Mon. through Fri. 11a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Wed. 7 
p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
First Sun. of the Month 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Telephone – 673-5274
Email – readingroom@csmilford-

nh.org
Website – www.csmilfordnh.org

 

Each Sunday the sermon con-
sists of selections from the King 
James Version Bible and from Sci-
ence and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 
All are welcome to join us and to 
bring your children to our Sunday 
School and very young children 
to our nursery.

 

 Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation

20 Elm St.
Milford
Rev. Barbara McKusick Liscord, 
minister.
Johanna Seale, Director of Lifes-
pan Religious Education
www.uucm.org or call 673-1870.

 

UUCM is a liberal religious 
community and a voice for social 
justice drawn from diverse tra-
ditions.  Sunday services begin 
at 10:30 AM.    Childcare (infant 
to two years) and Children’s pro-
gramming is available. Fellow-
ship hour follows each service at 
11:45 AM.

November’s Theme is Memory
The community dinner ev-

ery 3rd Wednesday from 5:30-
6:30pm is free and open to every-
one.  Thursday, November 20th 
will be a Turkey dinner with all 
of the trimmings and traditional 
desserts.

We are located at 20 Elm St. 
just past the oval. For more infor-
mation, visit www.uucm.org or 
call 673-1870.
Office Hours

Mon 9-noon, Tue 9-noon and 
1-5, Thu 9-noon and 1-3

Please call ahead to ensure 
availability. Building is secured; 
ring bell for entry.

St. John Neumann Catholic
708 Milford Road - Rt 101A
Merrimack
880-4689
www.sjnnh.org
Fr. Chris M. Martel

 

Weekend Mass:  Saturday   
5:30pm

Sunday  8:00am & 10:00am
6:00pm  Labor Day through 

Memorial Day
Weekday Mass:  12:15pm
Holy Days:  5:30pm vigil, 

12:15pm and 7:00pm

Household of Faith
30 Merrimack Rd. 
 Amherst
www.hofonline.org

Messiah Lutheran’s 11th Annual Christmas Dinner and Charity Auction 
All are invited to join us for an evening of 

festivities and charity on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7th at 6 p.m..  The evening includes a si-
lent auction before dinner while enjoying 
appetizers and drinks.  If you wish, please 
join us for a wine tasting event.  A festive 
dinner will be provided, including dessert.  
Our center piece of the night is a live auc-

tion of items donated by Messiah members, 
friends and local businesses.  Past auctions 
have offered items such as weekends at the 
Cape, Winnipesaukee, and the Maine coast, 
as well as theme dinners, handcrafted jew-
elry, quilts, home baked goods, babysitting, 
and so on.

Cost:   Dinner $10 per person.  Wine tasting $5 per person.
Proceed Targeted to:  Bridges of Milford, SHARE Outreach, 
and summer camp scholarships
Location:  Messiah Lutheran Church is located at 303 Rte. 
101, Amherst (right next to the Amherst Garden Center
Contact Information:  Aria and Rande Neukam (phone: 
672-1516; email: atn@nhcrf.org) or David and Lynn Schur 
(phone: 465-2377; email:  schurdc@charter.net)

Children of Eden to be Performed by Stagecoach Productions
by Janine Leffler  

 
Children of Eden will be per-

formed by Stagecoach Produc-
tions December 6-8 at the Jan-
ice B. Streeter Theater at 14 Court 
Street in Nashua.    This show takes 
a heartfelt and often humorous look 
at the age-old conflict between par-
ents and children, and is a perfect 
play to attend with your family this 
Holiday season.  Children of Eden is 
directed by Steven Harper (of Hol-
lis), with music direction by Judy 
Hayward (of Mont Vernon) and 
choreography by Tina Cassidy. 

Harper said that his favorite song 
is “The Hardest Part of Love,” which 
is sung during Act II. “It’s a song 
that really captures what it’s like 
to have children and the angst that 
goes along with letting them grow 
up and make their own decisions.  
There is a line that sums it up for me 
as Noah sings about his youngest 
son, ‘But the one thing he most trea-
sures is to make his own mistakes’ 
and that really is the challenge of 
being a parent.  As a father of two 
teenage daughters, I feel this daily.”  
Harper is excited to share this show 
with audiences.  “I really want to see 
the audience moved and involved in 

the greater story, which is not real-
ly just a Bible story, but about the 
relationship that fathers have with 
their children.  We all have a father, 
so whether or not we are a father, I 
think this story speaks to that rela-
tionship in a very powerful way.”

Ashley Hughes-Swanson, who 
grew up in Amherst, is playing Eve 
and explains that her character 
starts young and gets older as the 
show progresses.  “The song ‘Chil-
dren of Eden’ strikes a chord with 
me because I believe that it is rel-
evant to the world today and how 
people deserve a second chance.”   
Hughes-Swanson went on to say 
that her favorite scene is in Act II 
when Noah and Father sing their 
duet, saying that the hardest part of 
growing up is letting go. “It is a very 
touching scene about family.”

Emily Trubey, a freshmen at 
Nashua North High School, makes 
her Stagecoach Productions debut 
as the character named Yonah.   She 
decided to audition for Children of 
Eden because her attendance at the 
Peacock Players performance of this 
musical, several years ago, sparked 
Emily’s interest in musical theater.  
Looking ahead to the performanc-
es, Trubey looks forward to seeing 

the show in its completion and see-
ing the interaction of all the charac-
ters.  When asked why others should 
come see the show, Trubey said, “It’s 
a different kind of story that sends 
a good message and a very power-
ful message that will touch a lot of 
people.”

Michelle Emmond of Amherst is 
in her third show with Stagecoach 
Productions and her third perfor-
mance of Children Of Eden. In this 
production, she is playing a Sto-
ryteller. Emmond had previously 
done this show with the Amherst 
PTA and Manchester Communi-
ty Theatre Players.  What interests 
Emmond most about this show is 
the music. “Stephen Schwartz is a 
really well known composer. His 
other works include Wicked, Work-
ing and Pippin.  These songs [in 
Eden] are rich in harmonies and it’s 
a singer’s dream to [be able to] sing 
them.”   One difference she sees be-
tween this production and past pro-
ductions she has been involved in is 
the casting.  “Most of the animals 
are played by adults rather than just 
children.  This casting choice was 
very interesting and it allows me to 
express my inner child.” 

The scene that stands out most 
to Concord’s Darick Velez, who is 
playing Adam, is at the end of Act 
I where Adam and Eve sing the 
poignant “Close To Home.”   Velez 
states, “I like this scene because it 
is very reflective.”  Velez   encour-
ages others to come see Children of 
Eden.  “Whether or not you are reli-
gious,  Children of Eden is a reflec-
tion back upon  familiar Bible sto-
ries that highlight character traits, 
and even for those that are not fa-
miliar with the Bible story,  the 
characters of Adam, Eve, Cain, and 
Abel are represented in a way that 
people can relate to.” 

Children of Eden will be per-
formed at the Janice B. Streeter 
Theater at 14 Court Street, located 
in Nashua, on December 6-8.   Show 
times are Friday and Saturday eve-
ning at 8pm and Sunday afternoon 
at 2pm.  Tickets are $20 for adults 
and  $18 for  seniors and military 
and $12  for children ages 12 and 
under and can be purchased online 
at www.stagecoachproductions.
org or by calling the box office at 
320-3780.  Come out and enjoy this 
moving piece of musical theatre. 
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