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except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where the 
error occurs in the next issue. Photographs 
or artwork submitted become our property 
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offensive, defamatory or in otherwise bad 
taste, and not in keeping with the focus of 
this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be re-
produced by any means without the written 
permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford
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**SCHEDULED MONTHLY MEETINGS**
Conservation Com. 2nd Sunday  7:00 p.m.
Cemetery Trustees   
Historic District Comm. 3rd Thursday  7:00 p.m.
Library Trustees 3rd Monday  5:00 p.m.
Planning Board 1st & 3rd Wed.   7:30 p.m.
Recreation Commission 2nd Tuesday of Mo.  7:00 p.m.
Selectmen 2nd & 4th Mon.   6:30 p.m.
Zoning Bd. of Adjustment 3rd Tuesday  7:00 p.m.
Heritage Commission 2nd Thursday  7:00 p.m.
    
Contact Town Hall to confirm meeting places and times: 673-6041.
Most of the above meetings are held in the Town Hall, 2 Main Street. 
Library Trustees at the Town Library, 14 Main Street 
Cemetery Trustees meet at the Highway Barn, 22 Dodge Road. 
*The meetings are open to the public.
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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

— 2014 —
January 14
January 28
February 11
February 25
March 6*
March 25

April 8
April 22
May 13
May 27
June 10
June 24

Obamacare: Salvation or    
Devastation?
To the editor:

The Affordable Care Act, more commonly known as Obamacare, is con-
tinuously flooding the media and many people are finding universal health 
care both appealing and economical. Obamacare will significantly reduce 
some American’s health insurance costs today, but it is not guaranteed in 
the long term. One major factor is that in 2016, Republicans could gain 
control of the Senate and repeal Obamacare, leaving many Americans un-
der this policy financially devastated. 

I acknowledge that there are benefits to the new health care plan. For in-
stance, many who could not afford health insurance in the past are current-
ly able to, Medicaid and CHIP are expanded to cover more men, women, 
and children, and Medicare is improved for seniors. These improvements 
can help a large percentage of the population, however, there are drawbacks 
associated with Obamacare that have not been greatly publicized. 

President Obama and his administration built Obamacare on the foun-
dation that people can keep their health insurance and doctors if they 
choose to do so. Yet many people who have switched plans are finding that 
they are losing access to their original doctors and specialists. Americans 
under Obamacare are losing their doctors because with socialized health 
care comes socialized medicine. The unfortunate reality is that many doc-
tors see only a small number of people with Medicare and Medicaid bene-
fits because they are less profitable. 

Along with losing their doctors, people have realized that if they hav-
en’t already lost their health insurance, they may be in danger of losing it if 
Obamacare is repealed. 

If the Republican Party takes control of the Senate in the future, 
Obamacare will, more likely than not, be repealed or defunded. Provid-
ed that the problems with Healthcare.gov get resolved, repealing the plan 
will leave the people who utilized the website and enrolled in Obamacare 
stranded. Americans will be stuck because many will be unable to acquire 
their former health insurance coverage. 

Why would one be unable to have the same private health insurance as 
he/she had pre-Obamacare?

People may not be able to re-enroll in their original insurance plan be-
cause their physical condition may have changed. For example, growing 
older or having a new medical condition will make someone a larger risk for 
insurers. Not having the same insurance coverage can result in countless 
Americans paying a great deal more under a new plan. 

Where will people find the extra money they will need for their new in-
surance?

I predict many will have to make economic cuts in other areas of their 
lives to come up with the sum they need. For some individuals, having to 
come up with thousands of dollars will be difficult. I would expect to see 
more people trading off on necessities and their disposable income de-
creasing. Furthermore, having disposable income decrease for thousands 
of Americans can have a ripple effect in the entire consumer economy. 

Rather than jumping on the universal health care bandwagon, I believe it 
is smarter to wait and see what the next presidential election brings. Eco-
nomic vulnerability is climbing up the class ladder and it would be foolish 
to enroll in Obamacare when it can have damaging financial effects, if re-
pealed in the future. Day-by-day it is becoming clearer that Obamacare is 
not all that it was intended to be. 

As Americans it is our responsibility to be educated about governmental 
policies and their impact on the public. 

Emily Rego
Amherst

New Hampshire Has Many   
Alternatives to the Northern Pass
To the editor:

Imagine waking up in the morning with birds chirping then looking out 
the window to see 85 ft tall steel towers looming over the tree line. The 
Northern Pass is a proposal to install these electrical towers throughout 
New Hampshire. The power lines would allow for hydro-electricity from 
Quebec to be integrated in New England’s power grid. According to the 
proposal this electricity being transferred is about 1200 megawatts, enough 
power to supply and sustain 1 million homes. The lines would travel from 
the Canadian border to Franklin and Deerfield, New Hampshire and then 
into New Hampshire’s power system. The power lines would span across 
2/3 the length of New Hampshire. Is this the direction of power supply that 
New Hampshire truly wants to take? The Northern Pass should not be sup-
ported nor allowed to become part of New Hampshire and New England’s 
power supply system.

The proposal should not be supported because it would negatively affect 
tourism. When one looks at the revenue for New England, one of the lead-
ing sources driving this region’s economy is tourism. Tourists are drawn 
to the area because of the scenic routes New England provides. An Appa-
lachian Mountain Club study asserts that there is a draw of six to seven 
million visitors every year. Many of those visitors travel along I-93 through 
the majestic White Mountains. This drive impacts the mindset of travelers 
about how they are going to spend their trips in the White Mountains. This 
is the exact road the power lines will parallel if the Northern Pass is put into 
effect. The power lines would make this route unattractive for travelers and 
will most likely decrease the amount of revenue obtained through tourists 
drawn. The Appalachian Mountain Club study also states that along the 
3,000 acres of the White Mountain National Forest six of the scenic trail 
outlooks would be affected, as well as when two trails of the Appalachian 
trails converge, this view at the intersection will be disturbed. While hik-
ing, the power lines are not desirable sights to see, not to mention that it 
takes away from what the hikers are trying to escape from, the industrial 
aspects of life. Most people hike in order to escape electrically connected 
lives and become in tune to nature. Furthermore, important information 
about the visual impact of the power lines is being kept hidden by the pub-
lic by the Department of Energy. Kenneth D. Kimball, Ph. D. director of 
research for the Appalachian Mountain Club states “That DOE… without 
any visual impact analysis for public review… to date, has left this data void 
for public fill…” These very powerful analyses have been hidden from the 
public. New Hampshire has a right to know how it will be affected. This im-
portation information being concealed does not give New Hampshire all of 
the facts of how it will be affected if the Northern Pass is approved. By not 
knowing the way that the power lines will truly affect our landscape, New 
Hampshire is then put into the situation of being vulnerable. This could 
cause New Hampshire to put itself into a situation where they may think 
the Northern Pass will benefit the state, but in reality without the facts it 
could hack down the most important part of their economy, tourism. If the 
corporations are going to hide information from the public, it shows there 
are inadequate details of the plan and how it will impact the environment 
and tourism in the state. This is not the type of situation that New Hamp-
shire wants to get itself into.

I strongly urge you not to support the Northern Pass. The Northern Pass 
is not the right solution for New Hampshire at this time. There are some 
pros such as the fact that there will be jobs created and New Hampshire 
will get more power, but is the Northern Pass really how New Hampshire 
wants to get these means? No, New Hampshire has many alternatives rath-
er than the Northern Pass such as geothermal, solar and wind powered en-
ergy. The Northern Pass will also cause many problems such as a negative 
impact on tourism and a negative visual impact. The Northern Pass is not 
the right choice for New Hampshire, so the next time when the Northern 
Pass is mentioned I strongly encourage you to not support it.

Sincerely,
Mary Rego
Amherst

Thank You from Amherst Boy 
Scout Troop 613 
To the editor:

Thank you to all who helped Boy Scout Troop 613 make our Annual Hot-
dog and Chili Fundraiser a success.  Despite the cold and wet weather, it did 
not dampen our spirits!  We could not do this without the support of the 
community including the Selectmen, Fire Department and other town offi-
cials, our long time supporters and our members.  We are grateful for your 
support.  We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

Sincerely, 
Amherst Boy Scout Troop 613

Draft Minutes
Town of Amherst, NH
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Monday, October 21, 2013 

Citizens’ Forum  
Dave Chen approached the Board and expressed concern 

regarding the Strategic Plans he has reviewed so far. To date 
he has seen: Recreation, Fire, EMS and Police. He is very con-
cerned that there are some public safety holes that need to be 
addressed. Although the EMS and Fire Departments did pro-
vide response time matrices to touch on the topic, he wanted 
to bring to the citizen’s attention his concerns with regard to 
public safety in the town. Within the Fire Department plan, 
Chief Boynton shows that the department is unable to meet 
the NFPA standard of responding in five (5) minutes andwith 
fifteen (15) firefighters in the daytime hours. He asserts that 
he believes at least 50% of the people in the community don’t 
even know we have a volunteer Fire Department. He urged the 
Board of Selectmen to focus on the public safety aspect and to 
draw it to the attention of the citizens. In the past, he believed 
getting the numbers up would help the department reach its 
goal, but that does not seem to be the case. In speaking with 
Fire Chief Boynton, he learned that there have been situations 
during the daytime hours where the department was unable 
to muster a crew for a call. He does not view this as the fault 
of the Fire Department because they have done a wonderful 
job in trying to recruit and bring their staffing numbers up. 
The problem is that the demographics of the community have 
change substantially where most citizens work outside of the 
town during the daytime hours. Having a volunteer depart-
ment does not allow for 24 hours a day - 365 days a year cover-
age in this community. Unless the Board of Selectmen and the 
Ways & Means Committee draws attention to the fact that we 
have a volunteer Fire Department, the concern for lack of cov-
erage will not get addressed. 

The people of this community will not understand if we have 
a catastrophe or an emergency situation during the day and 
there is no coverage. At that point, we will be relying on Mutu-
al Aid from other communities to muster a crew to come and 
help us put out a fire. He believes this is a significant problem 
especially for the children in our schools during these hours 
and they need to have fire protection. He is concerned that we 
don’t have the fire protection that is necessary in town. 

Selectman Akillian reminded Mr. Chen that the reason he 
is aware of these particular weaknesses is that the Board has 
asked each of the department to conduct in-depth analyses to 
raise these kinds of concerns. The Board of Selectmen is in 
the process of looking at all of the plans to include strengths 
and weaknesses across all eight departments. Once the Board 
identifies all of the needs of the town, though this planning 
process, they will then determine the approach that will best 
help everyone accomplishing those goals. 

Mr. Chen understands the approach the Board is taking 
with the planning process, but he has also 54 watched 
the history of the town’s approach which included presenting 
final budget numbers that do not address critical needs. His-
torically, the Board has put together budgets that have been 
about 2 or 56 3% over the default budget and spread those 
funds across all departments. He asked the Board to make the 
tough decisions and place the funding where they need to go 
and in his opinion those funds need to be within public safe-
ty.  Chairman Brew added that the Board not only has to de-
termine the needs of the departments, but there is a balanc-
ing element where the Board needs to consider the voters. The 
Board can present a budget that has all of the department’s 
needs along with all of the principals to support the requests, 
but if that budget does not get passed that means all of the oth-
er initiatives within the budget get set back as well. The Board 
will carefully review all department needs to put together a 
responsible budget.
Town Hall Structural Repair

Town Administrator O’Mara advised the Board that Town 
Hall building has run into a minor setback with the roofing 
repairs. After removing two layers of roofing shingles asbestos 
was found. The construction crew is working extended days 
and Saturdays to complete the work. The anticipated cost of 
removal is about $5,000 and will come out the DPW Operat-
ing Budget. The tentative completion is expected to be the end 
of December; however, there are no additional costs expected 
for the continuation of services currently operating out of sat-
ellite locations.

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours for this 

month’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio Furniture, 
Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars & Stools, Grills & Smokers.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Pool Tables
Regulation slate tables by Brunswick, Olhausen and others. 

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access


