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Enjoy the Beauty of the Holiday Season 
with the Gift of Sight 

Give the gift of 
good vision to some-
one you care about 
this holiday season. 
With affordable in-
dividual and family 
vision benefits available directly to consumers from 
VSP Direct™, you can affordably give the same 
high-quality vision coverage many employers offer. 
Benefits include an eye exam with a low copay and 
an allowance for glasses or contacts. VSP® offers 
the lowest out-of-pocket costs in individual vision 
care with typical annual savings of $227. Visit 
www.givevsp.com for more details.

Adorable Toys for Little Girls
Calico Critters, like the Hopscotch Rabbit Family 

shown here, make an ideal gift for imaginative little 
girls. If you are looking for a timeless, classic toy 
that promotes wholesome family values and stim-
ulates imaginative play, there is no better choice 
than Calico Critters of Cloverleaf Corners. These 
award-winning critters are just adorable. Choose 
from rabbits, dogs, cats, bears and many other ani-
mal families plus a wide range of accessories. Find 
out more at www.calicocritters.com. 

Presents for Your Pet 
Here’s a cute gift for your pet or any pet lov-

er that also helps save homeless pets. The Luv-A-
Pet™ Chance and Lucky plush dog toys, avail-
able exclusively at PetSmart, make great snuggling 
companions for your pet and each has a squeaker 
inside for play time fun. And this year, Superman 

Chance, Mrs. Chance and Bret Michaels Chance 
join the family. Priced from $5.99 to $8.99, 10 per-
cent of the purchase price is donated to PetSmart 
Charities, which provides funding and programs 
that save the lives of homeless pets across North 
America. The toys are available in all PetSmart 
stores or online at www.petsmart.com.
For the Music Lover 

Everyone on your list will 
love the Samsung Galaxy S4 
Android smartphone from 
Cricket. With a large, vibrant 
5-inch screen, excellent cam-
era quality and Cricket’s ex-
clusive Muve Music service, 
you might even sneak one for 
yourself. The GS4 with Muve 
Music is great for the music 
lover who doesn’t want to 
spend a fortune. Cricket has 
unlimited music downloads, 
talk, text and data starting at 
$45 a month ... even Santa is 
a little jealous. Visit www.mycricket.com.

This Season’s Most Thoughtful Gift: A 
Beautiful Blurb Book, Made by You 

Blurb’s creative publishing platform is simple 
and smart enough to help anyone make a beauti-
ful book — every blogger, cook, photographer, par-
ent, traveler, poet, architect, business owner, you 
name it. And Blurb books make perfect one-of-a-
kind gifts. Not cookie-cutter, drag-and-drop photo 
scrapbooks, but personalized bookstore-quality 
books that come in a variety of sizes. With a vari-
ety of cover options and photo-quality paper choic-
es, Blurb offers the perfect solution for holiday gift-
ing: Truly unique and beautiful books. Visit www.
blurb.com.
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Tips to Capture Mood and Splendor of 
the Season with Lighting

Very Merry Gifts for Everyone
Holidays are always more festive and fun once you’ve bought a sleigh full of gifts for everyone on your 

list. Make all of your family and friends merry this year with great gift ideas, like a classic toy. Stuffing 
their stocking with the gift of good vision and eye health is also a wonderful way to put a smile on any-
one’s face. Perhaps, you need a gift for the music lover in the family. Tails will be wagging when you give 
a snuggly gift to your favorite furry companion. And, there’s nothing more thoughtful than a beautiful, 
customized photo scrapbook created by you. After all, nothing makes the holidays happier than knowing 
your gifts will bring joy to all the special people on your list. 

As decorations are hung this holiday season in 
preparation for entertaining family and friends, 
consider creating ambiance using lighting in the 
main social rooms of the home, including the 
kitchen, dining and living rooms. Beyond the 
trimmings, presents and other jolly adornments, it 
is essential to have the proper lighting to enhance 
the glow of the holidays and adjust the mood of a 
room. 

Here are some tips to make sure the lighting in 
every room in your home is properly outfitted to 
create an inviting and comfortable atmosphere for 
the holidays and beyond:
Use higher quality light

Lighting helps set a mood in a room. When 
choosing the type of light needed for a room, con-
sider whether you want a soft light or crisp bright 
light. GE reveal® light bulbs, for example, filter 
out dull yellow rays and provide clean, beauti-
ful light that brings out the vibrant colors of the 
holiday season – making reds appear redder and 
whites whiter – to make the colors in your holiday 
wreaths and decorations pop. For more informa-
tion, visit www.gelighting.com/reveal. 

“So often we just take the color of light for 
granted – you flip the switch, and you get light. 
But GE reveal® transforms any room and dra-
matically unveils finishes and furnishings to 
make your holiday decorations the focal point 
of a room,” said Mary Beth Gotti, GE’s residen-
tial lighting design expert and manager of the 
GE Lighting Institute. “When budgets are tight 
around the holiday season, GE reveal® lighting is 
a quick and easy makeover, providing energy sav-
ings and vibrant colors by filtering out the yellow-
ish haze that some don’t even realize is there with 
standard incandescent bulbs until it’s gone.”
Layer the lighting

Instead of relying on one type of light source, 
layer your lighting by using a mix of light sources 

at different levels, to create a flattering ambiance. 
The effect of layered lighting in the living room 
highlights architectural details, like the festively 
decorated fireplace and mantel with evergreens 
and holly berries. Ambient lighting from recessed 
fixtures with dimming control in the kitchen al-
lows flexibility to adjust as needed for cooking 
and baking during the day to entertaining guests 
in the evening, or for spending late nights wrap-
ping presents. 

Additionally, the holidays would not be com-
plete without cozy, intimate gatherings around 
the dining room table with family and friends. 
Layered lighting applied around the dining room 
table can set the mood so you and your guests can 
comfortably enjoy the turkey dinner with all the 
dressings. 
Keep energy efficiency in mind

Select energy-efficient lighting – such as CFLs 
and LEDs – for optimal energy savings.  This is 
especially important in rooms where the most 
time is spent with the lights on in order to see the 
biggest energy savings impact. Many energy-effi-
cient alternatives of today mirror the light quality 
of the traditional incandescent bulb, providing the 
warm glow and dimming capabilities. 
Do your homework

Savvy homeowners should do a little research 
before purchasing light bulbs to ensure compati-
bility with their fixtures. Be sure to match up the 
bulb shape and application, choose the appropri-
ate lumen, or brightness level, and review the light 
bulb packaging for dimmable options. 

Make this holiday season a cheerful occasion, 
and don’t rely on overhead lighting alone to deck 
your halls and walls. With a layered approach and 
a little lighting know-how, you’ll create the wel-
coming and warm atmosphere perfect for family, 
friends and good cheer.
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The 12 Days of 
Pet-Safe Holidays

The holidays can be a hectic time for 
everyone. While you’re busily gearing up 
for guests and parties, it’s important to 
remember your pet’s safety to ensure a fes-
tive and fun season is enjoyed by all.

From bright decorations to holiday 
house guests, it can be easy to overlook 
a few household dangers that may cause 
harm to your favorite companions. Here 
are a few things to keep in mind to keep 
your fuzzy friend safe and jolly this holi-
day:

12 Covered Cords: Cords used for hol-
iday lights can be tempting to chew for 
many pets. Take time while decorating to 
tape down or cover cords to help prevent 
shocks, burns or other serious injuries.

11 Tempting Table Scraps: Rich scraps 
such as drippings, gravy and poultry skin 
can cause pets to suffer from upset stom-
ach, diarrhea and even pancreatitis, which 
are not only terribly painful but can be fa-
tal. Giving your dog poultry bones is also a 
bad idea as they can splinter and get stuck 
in your dog’s gastrointestinal tract.

10 Radiant Ribbons: Cats may be inter-
ested in playing with or eating tinsel and 
ribbons hanging from trees. These decora-
tions should be placed high on the tree or 
not used at all because they can potentially 

cause serious intestinal damage if swal-
lowed.

9 Dinging Doorbells: Consider putting 
your dog on a leash before people start ar-
riving. Not only will you be able to control 
him if he begins to jump, you’ll also avoid 
him running out the door.

8 Tasty Treats: Keep human party 
snacks out of reach from animals and offer 
pet-friendly options instead, such as BLUE 
Santa Stew Holiday Feast and Santa Paws 
Snacks.

7 Quiet Corners: Provide pets with a 
quiet place to retreat so they can choose 
whether to come out and visit or keep to 
themselves when company arrives.

6 Patient Puppies: Tell your guests that 
your puppy is in training, and he needs 
to be polite before they say “hello” to him. 
Have your dog sit, using a treat if neces-
sary, and once he’s sitting and calm let 
your guests pet him.

5 Perilous Plants: Mistletoe, holly ber-
ries and poinsettia plants are all poisonous 
for dogs, so skip them as decorations or 
make sure they are out of reach.

4 Guarded Glasses: Alcohol and pets 
do not mix. Place alcoholic drinks safely 
out of reach and patrol the party to be sure 
your guests do the same. Alcohol poison-

ing can be fatal.
3 Calming Coats: Using a ThunderShirt 

can calm a nervous dog by applying gentle 
pressure to the body. In addition to the tra-
ditional coat, there are now cold weather 
ThunderSweater and ThunderCoat op-
tions.

2 Nearby Numbers: Keep contact in-
formation for your veterinarian and the 
nearest emergency veterinary clinic readily 
available in case of a holiday mishap.

1 Towering Tree: Seasonal trees are sure 
to attract a pet’s attention and should be 
secured to keep from toppling over if a pet 
should try to climb them, use as a scratch-
ing post or simply bump into them.

For more information on how to keep 
pets safe during the holiday season, visit 
www.petsmart.com.

FAMILY FEATURES


