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Town NewsBulletin Board
Discussion Group At Toadstool Bookshop

On the first Thursday of each month, the discussion group meets from  7PM  
to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and familiar truths. For 
more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both infor-

mational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book Group, 
Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early December 
the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which is op-
tional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership annual 
fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events visit www.
nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreciated, but 
not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

If you have that energy and would like to “burn it off”, we would love to have you 
join us to accomplish these goals. The advantage is the opportunity to meet new 
people and make new friends at the same time. This is a great opportunity espe-
cially for, but not limited to, those with children in the school system. The AJWC 
sponsors several of the elementary and middle school events.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

“To-Morrow being Christmas-Day, the 
Boys, Negroes, &c. are strictly forbid by a 
Law of this Province [New Hampshire], us-
ing the barbarous Custom of throwing Clubs 
at Cocks and Hens, and commiting other 
Disorders on said Day.” (New-Hampshire 
Gazette, Portsmouth, N.H., 24 December 
1773, p. 3.)

Well, I bet you’ve never before heard of that 
holiday custom! My objective for this col-
umn was to see if I could find mention of any 
local 18th-century Christmas traditions. Al-
though the division of the province of N.H. 
into counties had taken effect in 1771, with 
Amherst as the seat of the newly-formed 
county of Hillsborough, it would be anoth-
er two decades before the first newspaper 
was published in Amherst, so I searched the 
Portsmouth and Boston papers online. Of 
course, any acceptable customary local ac-
tivity is not newsworthy, but here is a hodge-
podge of old news items from more than two 
centuries ago.
Merry Christmas! And Pay Your Bills

“The Carrier of the Massachusetts SPY 
wishe[d] all his kind Customers A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR” 
in verse. “From this unbought, unfetter’d 
PRESS, / Which laws and constitutions show; 
/ That it the happy land may bless, / With les-
sons which they ought to know. / Nor shall 
the frowns of low’ring skies, / Nor party rage 
of selfish men, / Forbid the boy who brings 
your SPYS, / To serve and pleasure you again. 
/ But Sirs, since your indulgent hands / Are 
yearly wont my heart to cheer; / Some pence 
will rivet your commands. / And fix my wish-
es for the year. / Boston, January 1, 1772.” 
(Published in the 26 Dec. 1771 issue.) Inter-
esting that this unfettered press was prior to 
the Revolution. It was at this time that Am-
herst’s new meeting house (Congregational 

church) was under construction right on the 
Common. As for the subtle dunning notice, 
such advert’s would be common in Amherst 
in the early 19th century too – the custom 
was to pay bills at the beginning of the new 
year, but apparently a goodly number of cus-
tomers did not manage to clear their debts 
when due.
Take Pity on Debtors in Jail

Those who landed in prison as punishment 
for their unpaid debts had a mighty difficult 
time getting out. A letter with the dateline 
of “Boston Goal [sic, gaol], December 20th, 
1770” was addressed to Messrs Printers ask-
ing them to “oblige the unfortunate Debtors 
in Goal” by printing it: “Good Christians that 
does Christmas keep, / Poor Prisoners pray 
remember, / Your bounteous hand extend to 
us / We’ll pray for you forever. ... [and that] 
your children’s children ... ne’er may come to 
meet with our disaster.” (Boston Post Boy, 24 
Dec. 1770, p. [3].) It didn’t rhyme but it was 
written in verse format.
Evergreens

The Massachusetts Monthly Magazine 
for November 1791 (reprinted in Columbian 
Centinel of Boston, 24 Dec. 1791) attempted 
to offer an explanation for “the usual custom 
observed by Episcopalians of adorning their 
churches, &c. with Ever-Greens” for “the sa-
cred festival of Christmas.” (This was before 
whole trees were used to decorate indoors.) 
It could have originated as “a desire to per-
petuate the circumstance of the people’s cut-
ting down Palm trees and strewing them in 
the way, crying Hosanna to the son of Da-
vid.” Or it could have been “simply an indi-
cation of festivity and gladness.” Then again 
it might harken back to a pagan (Greek) sym-
bol, re-purposed  as “evidence of their belief 
in his unchanging glory and immortality” of 
“the son of righteousness with healing in his 
wings.”

December Goods in Amherst Store
When Amherst got its own newspaper, 

the keeper of the general store in the Vil-
lage, a former tailor from Boston, adver-
tised in December: “New Goods. Benjamin 
Wade, has for sale, at his Store, on AM-
HERST SQUARE, West India and N.E. Rum 
– Tea – Coffee – Sugar – Molasses – Raisons 
– Currants – Cotton Wool – Pepper – All-
spice – Ginger – Cinnamon – Rice – Log-
wood – Allum – Candles – Tobacco – &c. A 
good assortment of English Goods as usual. 
Corn, Rye, Pork, Butter, Cheese, Eggs, Hogs 
Fat, Bees-Wax, &c. taken in Pay for any of the 
above articles. ***Garments of all kinds, cut 
out at a short notice and as cheap as at any 
place in town. Amherst, December 12, 1795.” 
(The Amherst Journal and New-Hampshire 
Advertiser, 19 Dec. 1795, p. [4].) No mention 
of the upcoming holidays, but readers could 
easily see that he carried the delectable items 
needed for special baking – and farmers 
could see that they needn’t have cash to ac-
quire them. And if one needed a new coat for 
visiting, that too could be arranged.

I suspect that Amherst men, at least the 
young single ones, spent some of the twelve 
days of Christmas enjoying the conviviali-
ty of a tavern. There were two in the Village 
in 1770 – the one still standing at the corner 
of Jones and Mack Hill Roads and one at 3 
Church Street (now on Middle Street). And 
there were several more taverns dispersed 
throughout the town. In the final few years of 
the 18th century, there were two new taverns 
in the Village – one of them still standing at 
1 Carriage Road.

As this year draws to a close, I wish you, 
gentle readers, a Merry Christmas with ev-
ergreens and allspice, and a Happy New Year 
without debts (or only manageable ones)! 
And if you have chickens, may they be un-
molested.

Historic Amherst

Pre-Revolutionary Christmas Law in N.H.

es—all with a fresh lightheart-
ed sound and infectious beat that 
hearken back to the pre-war heyday 
of classic jazz.  The jazz band fea-
tures Andy Moore on clarinet; Jack 
Soref on lead guitar; Jameson Stew-
art on rhythm guitar; and, Mike 
Ball on double bass.

All performances are free and 
open to the public. However, reg-

istration is REQUIRED for each 
performance due to space limita-
tions. To register for any or all of 
the Sundays at 4 concerts, please 
call 673-2288, email library@am-
herstlibrary.org  or visit our website 
at www.amherstlibrary.org  and se-
lect the “Community Services” tab, 
then click on drop down “Sign-Up 
for Programs.” 

Great Boston Molasses Flood of 
1919 and Due to Enemy Action: 
The True World War II Story of the 
USS Eagle 56.  Steve’s books have 
been reviewed favorably by the New 
Yorker, the Boston Globe, the Den-
ver Post, The National Review, and 
many others.  An award-winning 
newspaper reporter and contribu-
tor to American History and other 
national magazines, he teaches at 
Suffolk University in Boston.

The final program of this series, 
“Civil War Quilts”, is scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 28th at 7 p.m.  All 
presentations are free and open to 
the public. However, registration is 
REQUIRED for each program due 
to space limitations. You can reg-
ister for all these events by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herstlibrary.org  or by visiting our 
website at www.amherstlibrary.org  
and selecting the “Community Ser-
vices” tab, then click on drop down 
“Sign-Up for Programs.”

u Assault That Drove America To Civil War 
  continued from page 1

u Sinti Rhythm: Hot Jazz And Gypsy Swing   
continued from page 1

Preston S. Brooks

Senator Charles Sumner

Amherst  Fire Department  Annual Breakfast:   The 2013 Amherst Fire Department’s annual Holiday breakfast took place  on Sunday Dec. 
8th.   The popular “all you can eat” breakfast with pancakes, sausage and bacon featured this year a visit by Miss Deerfield Fair 2013, Elena 
Barker, Mrs. Claus, M. E. Indelicato, and Miss NH 2013, Samantha Russo.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Amherst Earth Products

CLIP & SAVE

CLIP & SAVE

Driveway Sanding
Amherst Area
672-0050

(235-3988)

Holiday Centerpieces

305 Route 101, Amherst • 673.3008 • www.amherstgardencenter.com
Open Daily Until December 24th!

Taking orders until Sunday, December 22nd!

Creating a Healthier You... One Smile at a Time.

Cara A. Coleman, DMD

Dr. Cara A. Coleman offers:
• Free Consultations
• Implant and Cosmetic Dentistry
• Low dose X-rays
• Help with cavities and bleeding gums
• Tooth colored fillings and crowns
• Dentistry for the Whole Family

1 Overlook Drive, Rte. 101 A, Suite A#3, Amherst • 673-4102
www.colemanfamilydentalcare.com

107 Boston Post Road • Amherst Village

Is your car ready for 
winter? We are!

Certified Automotive Technicians • State-Of-The-Art Equipment 
We Use Only the Highest Quality Materials • Call 673-3134

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4
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Gift 
CertifiCates

always available

Last Minute!
affordable, handcrafted 

gifts by local artists!
Originals & Prints professionally 

framed or ready made frames and 
mats avaialable for you to finish.
View our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.
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Holiday Vacation:  
We will be closing 12pm Christmas eve 
and reopen, Wednesday, January 2nd

“Eat Here and Get Gas” a local piece of history 
prior to Pennichuck Square and always available! 


