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Retired Chief Bachman’s Family Expresses Gratitude to Community 

Thank You to the Community
To the editor:

On behalf of the Christmas in Amherst Village committee and the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst, we would like to thank the Community 
for helping to make this event such an outstanding success. We had over 
450 people visit the six amazing homes and we have received nothing but 
compliments and accolades. The proceeds of this event will help with the 
constant maintenance and upkeep of “The Historic Meetinghouse” that we 
all enjoy, thus helping multiple organizations that utilize this building.  The 
community spirit was a joy to behold, bringing people from many commu-
nities throughout New Hampshire and New England; a success we could 
not have achieved without the help of many.

A thank you to our Sponsors: Dovetail Dental, TD Bank, Keller Williams 
Realty  Metropolitan,  Coldwell Banker, Accurate Title, Boyd & Boufford 
Insurance and My Feathered Nest.

Sally Hooper & 
Susan Bagnara Thornton, Co Chairs

To the editor:
On December 23rd our family’s life was turned upside down when our 

father, husband and grandfather was senselessly killed by an inattentive 
driver.  Due to a moment of carelessness, for the remainder of our years 
Christmas will only serve as a grim reminder of the loss of our beloved 
John.

As our family seeks desperately to find some level of normalcy we wish 
to extend a very gracious thank you to the communities of Amherst, Mil-
ford and Mont Vernon especially our many friends, neighbors and extend-
ed emergency response families for all the kind words and support as we 
grieve. In particular we want to thank the following: Chief Mark Reams 
and the rest of the Amherst Police Department, Chief Mark Boynton and 
the rest of Amherst Fire Department for all of your assistance with pro-
viding John with a proper farewell, especially the honor guard and escort, 
Milford Fire Department Chaplain Gary Williams for altering your sched-

ule at a moment’s notice, Nashua Telegraph reporter Dean Shalhoup and 
Metro Editor Jonathan Van Fleet for your above and beyond efforts provid-
ing us with a history of John’s columns, Governor Maggie Hassen, Senator 
Kelly Ayotte and NH GOP Chair Jennifer Horn for attending and show-
ing our family just how far reaching John’s spirit touched, Labelle Win-
ery for accommodating our family and friends.  Lastly to everyone who at-
tended John’s calling hours or celebration of life and shared a story, a fond 
memory or just provided a comforting shoulder we are forever thankful. 
Please know that you all hold a very special place in our hearts for it is your 
strength we have relied upon to keep us going these past few weeks.

In time we will adjust to a new normal without John and as we do we will 
look back fondly on our memories and of all of you who were friends of John 
and with us during this terrible period in our lives.

The Family of John G. Bachman

Pledge Not to Use Their Cell 
Phones While Driving
To the editor:

I applaud the Amherst Fire Department asking citizens to “pledge” not to 
use their cell phones while driving.

In my opinion, a pledge although laudable does nothing to prevent peo-
ple from acting irresponsibly when they get into their vehicles.  

I would like to see it be made mandatory for vehicle manufacturers to put 
a device in vehicles that would prevent a signal from use while the vehicle 
is in motion.   I am certain our technological geniuses can accomplish this.   
We need the political will. 

Sincerely,
Marilyn Peterman
Amherst 

Bridge Funding Passes NH House
To the editor:

On January 8th the bridge funding bill was passed with a unanimous 
vote of the New Hampshire House of Representatives. The bill now moves 
to the Senate. I fully expect that it will have a majority support.

            House Bill 684 will allow Amherst barges to be repaired or replaced 
quickly and in advance of state funding being paid. With the passage of 
this bill brigs can be replaced utilizing local funds in the short term and be 
reimbursed from the state aid fund at a later date. Currently the state re-
imburses communities at 80% of the cost. While local funds may be used 
in the short term both the towns and the state benefit in that work can be 
preformed at a lower cost and the bridge quickly restored to public travel.

 
Representative Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

Messiah Lutheran’s Christmas 
Charity Auction a Success!
To the editor:

The charity auction held by Messiah Lutheran Church of Amherst, Sat-
urday, December 7th was a resounding success!

 Approximately 85 people attended the charity auction, gaveled by Jeff 
Cordts, Saturday, December 7th at Messiah Lutheran Church, Amherst.  
Over $11,000 was raised for NH and local charities, including Bridges of 
Milford, SHARE Outreach, and a fund to send underprivileged children to 
summer camp at Camp Calumet.

Thank you Amherst and surrounding communities for helping us help 
others.

 
Kind Regards,
Rande Neukam
Amherst

Time to Decriminalize Marijuana
To the editor:

Twenty years ago, I nearly lost my brother to marijuana. He is one of the 
2-3% of the population who are hyper-reactive to pot and his habitual use 
in college literally reduced him over time to a near vegetative state. Had my 
brother continued to smoke he would have likely remained permanently 
psychotic. Fortunately, he sought treatment before he fell into that abyss. 

In spite of my brother’s harrowing experience, I am firmly convinced 
that the time has come to decriminalize marijuana. Though there are real 
dangers to using pot, I believe that the prohibition of marijuana is self-de-
feating. My brother abused it BECAUSE it was illegal. He was rebelling. 
What’s worse, he didn’t seek treatment until it was almost too late because 
he didn’t want to admit that he’d been breaking the law once he realized 
the path he was on.

How many people like my brother have not sought help when they need it 
most just because we have made them criminals? Prohibition of marijuana 
today is just as stupid as prohibition of alcohol was eighty years ago. I there-
fore urge our Representatives to vote for the current bill to decriminalize 
marijuana before the General Court. 

Nate Jensen
Amherst

We Need Something Better Than 
The Northern Pass
To the editor:

After reading Ms. Rego’s response titled “New Hampshire Has Many Al-
ternatives to the Northern Pass”, published December 3rd 2013.  Her letter 
was a well thought out letter to the editor on the Northern Pass, I couldn’t 
have agreed more with what she said.  Ms. Rego states that the Northern 
Pass “The Northern Pass should not be supported nor allowed to become 
part of New Hampshire and New England’s power supply system.”  I could 
not agree with her more.  

Doing some prior research and work relating to the Northern Pass 
I couldn’t help but thinking of some of the other issues it causes as well.  
Some of these issues of how it affects the environment and property values 
all can tie back in to the economy and tourism.  One of these sources was 
a well know conservation organization, the Conservation Law Foundation 
or the (CLF).  According to the CLF, “the project may depress valuations of 
property in the vicinity or in the view of the project.”  If property values de-
creased this would hurt the economy, this is just one of the many examples 
of how the Northern Pass would hurt New Hampshire’s economy along 
with tourism.  

The tourism as Ms. Rego claims is also a large amount of how we receive 
revenue in New Hampshire.  By having the Northern Pass the amount of 
tourism and state revenue would decrease noticeably.  Acknowledging all 
of this I could not agree more with what Ms. Rego has to say on this issue.  
After knowing and considering all of this I believe as does Ms. Rego that 
the Northern Pass should not be an option for power in New Hampshire.  
As citizen of New Hampshire we need to find an alternative to getting more 
energy into New Hampshire.  How we will do this I don’t know for sure, but 
I do know we can come up with something better than the Northern Pass. 

Sincerely,
Kevin O’Brien
Amherst

Amherst Earth Products
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Town Hall Repairs Done with 
Craftsmanship and Care
To the editor:

Congratulations to Director of Public Works Bruce Berry, Town Admin-
istrator Jim O’Mara, and the Board of Selectmen for the recently-complet-
ed structural repairs at the Amherst town hall.  I had the privilege of view-
ing the work while it was in progress and upon its successful completion.  
The craftsmanship and care with which Turnstone Corp. of Milford exe-
cuted the repairs is exceptional.  It is obvious that Turnstone “did what it 
took” rather than hide behind a contract as so many architects and oth-
er contractors unfortunately do.  But, most impressive was the planning 
of the project by Glenn Dodge of New Boston, who is a professional tim-
ber-framer and clearly understands historic buildings.  In my estimation, 
this important landmark of ours has not received this kind of careful at-
tention, which it so rightly deserves, since its last competently-planned re-
habilitation in 1875.  

Another fine example of the town treating a landmark with such care 
was the project to repair the clock tower of the Congregational Church in 
2000.  Rather than replace it with a steel and fiberglass replica (which some 
towns do), it chose to hire another professional timber-framer, Steve Fifield 
of Canterbury, to plan and execute historically-correct repairs.  Anyone 
who had the privilege of watching the steeple hoisted back onto the clock 
tower could see the amount of detail, planning, and just plain care that 
went into the project.  

I am hopeful that these two projects will be the standard by which any 
future work on the town hall, clock tower, Brick School, and historic block 
of the Town Library are planned and executed.  

Bill Veillette
Amherst

No Taxpayer Funds To Be Used
To the editor:

In a December 17, 2013 letter to The Amherst Citizen, from the Mont 
Vernon Conservation Commission, we see that the Wilkins and the So-
ciety for the Protection of NH Forests effort to raise $190,000 to pay for a 
land conservation easement, has been reduced to $16,000.

This easement will of course save the Wilkins on estate taxes and set 
aside about 400 acres in MV and 100 acres in Amherst for their logging 
business and the public’s access to their land.

At a meeting held by the SPNHF, September 4, 2013, in the MVVS au-
ditorium. for those interested in information about the this effort, we were 
told not only by Sally Wilkins, the SPNHF representative and MVCC 
chairman that no money would be raised from taxpayers or taxpayer fund-
ed committees.

In recent years, Mont Vernon has been besieged with properties (e.g., 
Wah Lum, Rt. 13 view and next to Lamson Farm properties) purchased by 
taxpayer money for the same purpose as the Wilkins property.  Even now 
we continue to pay hefty taxes for  our schools, Fire Department build-
ing, etc.  Yes, it is true that the Wilkins property will generate current use 
and logging taxes.  But to encourage logging, these amounts are minus-
cule compared to that paid by homeowners.  For example, according the 
MV 2012 Town Report, $7.4 million in real estate taxes was raised.  Of this 
amount, $7.3+ million was raised from homeowners and almost $95,000 
from current use land owners.  Also, only a little over $2000 was raised 
from Timber Taxes.  How much more can be laid on the backs of home-
owners?  MV is already one of the highest tax rate towns in the state!

So, I trust that the remaining funds for the Wilkins property will be 
completely paid for by donations, not by taxpayer funds.

Tom McKinney
Mont Vernon


