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The Friends of the Library would 
like to welcome back the Souhe-
gan Valley Quilters to the Amherst 
Town Library.  To celebrate, mem-
bers’ quilts will hang from mid Jan-
uary to the end of February on the 
main floor of the Library. Please 
stop in to see how quilting has 
changed in the thirty years of the 
Guild. Traditional quilts were the 
rule in 1984 with such patterns as 
Drunkard’s Path, Log Cabin, and 
Grandmother’s Flower Garden. 
Today you will find those plus Art 
Quilts and Modern Quilts, both of 
which allow for more personal ex-
pression.

When the Souhegan Valley Quil-
ters’ Guild began in 1984, they orig-
inally met in the home of Marjo-
rie Johnson in Amherst. When the 
group quickly expanded to twenty 
people, Marjorie, Betty Dilley, Judy 
King and the other founders decid-
ed to move the meetings to the Am-
herst Congregational Church. The 
original goals of the Guild were to 
promote and teach the art of quilt-
ing, to increase the knowledge and 
appreciation of old and new quilts, 
and to help establish the New En-
gland Quilt Museum. Today these 
are still the strong foundation of the 
Souhegan Valley Quilters’ Guild.

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about Souhegan Valley 
Quilters’s Guild, please go towww.
nhquilts.org or contact Jeannine at 
cobra791@comcast.net. The Guild 
currently meets at the Unitari-
an Universalist Church in Milford 
three times a month.  For more 

information on the Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library please vis-

it us at http://www.amherstlibrary.
org/about/friends-library.

 
The Amherst Town Library is 

thrilled to welcome author, histo-
rian, teacher, public speaker, and 
communications professional Ste-
phen Puleo for his presentation, 
“The Caning: The Assault that 
Drove America to Civil War,” on 
Monday, February 3 at 7 p.m.  (This 
program was originally scheduled 
for January 21st and has been re-
scheduled due to the weather.)

Early in the afternoon of May 
22, 1856, ardent pro-slavery Con-
gressman Preston S. Brooks of 
South Carolina strode into the 
United States Senate Chamber in 
Washington, D.C. and began beat-
ing renowned anti-slavery Sena-
tor Charles Sumner with a gold-
topped walking cane. Well-known 
author Puleo explores this histori-
cal event that precipitated the start 
of the Civil War in his recent book, 
The Caning: The Assault that Drove 

America to Civil War.  As the Fred-
ericksburg (VA) Star said, “Read-
ers will not only find The Caning 
a compelling read, but 
they may be surprised 
to find multiple paral-
lels to today’s political 
climate,” and “Puleo’s 
book is an accessible, in-
teresting read for those 
who are curious about 
the Civil War, but may be 
intimidated about where 
to start.” In the Library 
presentation, Stephen 
Puleo will take us back to 
this tumultuous time and 
the events leading up to the 
“War Between the States.”

Mr. Puleo is the author of five 
books, including the bestselling 
Dark Tides: The Great Boston Mo-
lasses Flood of 1919 and Due to En-
emy Action: The True World War II 
Story of the USS Eagle 56.  Steve’s 

books have been reviewed favor-
ably by the New Yorker, the Boston 

Globe, the Denver Post, The 
National Review, and many 
others.  An award-winning 
newspaper reporter and 
contributor to American 
History and other nation-
al magazines, he teaches 
at Suffolk University in 
Boston.

All presentations are 
free and open to the 
public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED 
for each program due 

to space limitations. You 
can register for all these events by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherstlibrary.org  or by visiting 
our website at www.amherstlibrary.
org  and selecting the “Communi-
ty Services” tab, then click on drop 
down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

In the second program of the February adult series, 
Faraway Places, at the Amherst Town Library, Nancy 
Nee Hanifin presents, “Walking the Way: 500 Miles 
Along Spain’s Camino de Santiago” on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11 at 7 p.m.  Walk 500 miles across Spain?!  Every 
year, thousands of modern-day pilgrims walk a centu-
ries-old trail leading to the tomb of St. James in Santi-
ago, Spain.  What is the Camino de Santiago, and why 
are so many drawn to making this journey today?  Hear 
about the history, culture, and legacy and see photos of 
this ancient pilgrimage from Nancy Nee Hanifin.

Hanifin is a Jamaica Plain resident who learned of the 
Camino many years ago during her days as a graduate 
history student.  Many years and three children later, 
she finally got her chance to walk it.  In 2010 she and 
her daughter walked the 500 miles from St. Jean Pied 
de Port in France to Santiago de Compostela in Spain.  
Since returning, she founded and is co-chair of the Bos-
ton Chapter of the American Pilgrims on the Camino 
(which includes all of New England).  For more infor-
mation go to www.americanpilgrims.com

This presentation and all programs in the series are 
free and open to the public. However, registration is 
REQUIRED for each program due to space limitations. 
Other programs in the Faraway Places include: “A Year 
in Morocco” on Tuesday, February 18th at 7 p.m.; and 

“Laos: Two Capitols” on Wednesday, February 26th at 7 
p.m. You can register for all these events by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherstlibrary.org  or by visit-
ing our website at www.amherstlibrary.org  and select-
ing the “Community Services” tab, then click on drop 
down “Sign-Up for Programs.”

In the second program of its very 
popular Sundays at 4 Music Series, 
the Amherst Town Library pres-
ents, “Solstice Sackbuts: Sliding 
Through the Ages” on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 16th from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in 
the Main Reading Room of the Li-
brary.  The Amherst Town Library 
is appreciative for the funding pro-
vided by the Friends of the Am-
herst Town Library for this 2014 
music series.  The Solstice Sackbuts, 
a chamber trio, will be performing 
Medieval and Renaissance music, 
as well as Classical music, pop, and 
jazz.  The group will take a musical 
tour through the centuries with in-
teresting anecdotes about the mu-
sic, the times, and the history of the 
trombone.  Performing on sopra-
no, alto, tenor, and bass trombones, 
while dressed in Renaissance attire, 
the group will end with some selec-
tions you will tap your feet to!

Formed in 2010, the Solstice 
Sackbuts have performed numer-
ous professional engagements from 
concerts to street fairs, and beyond.  
The members of the group are Les-
lie Havens, Alan Johnson, and Ben 
Griffin.  The program will include 
selections by Schein, Couperin, 
Bach, Mozart, Brubeck, Fagan, Swe-
den, Wilson, and others.

Leslie Havens is a member of 
many groups, including Diva Jazz 
Orchestra, Quintessential Brass, 
and the Artie Shaw Orchestra.  She 
has performed with Tony Bennett, 
Dave Brubeck, Natalie Cole, Aretha 
Franklin, Paul Anka Kenny Rogers, 
and others.  Leslie teaches private 
brass lessons at Marlborough, Sud-
bury, Boylston, Clinton and Har-
vard Public Schools.

Alan Johnson, a retired rock-
et scientist formerly employed by 
NASA, studied trombone perfor-

mance at the University of Michi-
gan with Glenn Smith.  While living 
in various parts of the U.S., he has 
toured Europe with the Midland 
Symphony, and performed at the 
Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzer-
land; along with performances with 
the McLean Symphony, Symphony 
Pro Musica, Arlington Symphony 
and many others.  Alan is currently 
the brass instructor at the Dedham 
Country Day School.

Ben Griffin can be found play-
ing the trombone, euphonium, bass 
trombone, and tuba in many ven-
ues.  He has played with the Tommy 
Dorsey Orchestra, Conan O’Brien, 
Frankie Valle, Gato Barbieri, Today 
Show, Glenn Miller Orchestra, Ol-
ivia Newton John, and many others.  
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Manhattan School of Music 
where he studied with David Taylor 

and Jack Gale.   He is also the Trom-
bone Sales Manager at famed cus-
tom brass manufacturer S.E. Shires 
Co., where he can indulge in geek-
ing out about trombones and get-
ting paid for it.

All presentations are free and 
open to the public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED for each per-
formance due to space limitations. 
The remaining Sundays at 4 con-
certs for 2014 include, “The Gran-
ite Statesmen” on Sunday, March 
2nd at 4 p.m. and “Ragtime Piano 
with Deborah Windham” on Sun-
day, April 13th at 4 p.m.  To regis-
ter for any or all of the Sundays at 
4 concerts, please call 673-2288, 
email library@amherstlibrary.org  
or visit our website at www.amher-
stlibrary.org  and select the “Com-
munity Services” tab, then click on 
drop down “Sign-Up for Programs.” 

Wake up, North Wind,
Get moving, South Wind!
Breathe on my garden,
Fill the air with spice fragrance.

 
 — Song of Songs  4.16

Every Year Always 
New

What if I said, “Be like 
a skunk cabbage”?  That 
could cost me the last 
few readers this column enjoys.  Look at it this way 
– skunk cabbages, robed in shining purple and 
green hoods are among the first to greet the longer 
days of late winter.  They possess an inner warmth 
that lets them rise above the lingering snow crys-
tals and clear away winter’s sorrows.

Long before sports venues were invented, wood-
lots knew the return of Spring life.  Fairy shrimp, 
spotted salamanders, and peepers emerge from the 
leaf-covered bottoms of vernal pools as ice fring-
es retreat.  The frost is gone.  The mud is settling 
down.  Above the pools, ponds and mud, green 
leaves squeeze out of dormant buds.  Red buds on 
the maples are swelling as the sugar-bearing sap is 
pushed up by the warm sunlight hours growing a 
few minutes each day.

Witch hazel shrubs sprung their wispy yellow 
blossoms last November, knowing then that new 
life would await them and all the forest residents 
in the Spring.  That’s now!  That’s the way it has 
always been.  Every year comes with new life and 
hope spread out for us to enjoy and protect.  Do it!

Town News

Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library  
2014

COME TO STORYTIME AT THE LI-
BRARY!
SESSION 3
Starts Jan. 7 and runs through Feb. 14
Baby Listeners  ( newborn-2yrs.) 
Fridays at 10:30 
Caregivers present 

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity for babies  
and their caregivers to gather for rhymes, songs  and 
puppets. Emphasis is on traditional rhymes  that rein-
force language patterns and provide for  parent/child 
interaction. A simple book or two  intended for this age 
is generally highlighted.   
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds) 
Tuesdays at 10:00 
Caregivers present 

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year 
olds who are  just beginning to discov-
er the joy of books and stories!   We 
mix it up with simple rhymes, songs, 
and puppets  to appeal to a toddler’s 
attention span.  Each session  con-
cludes with a simple craft for the 
caregiver and  child to create to-
gether.  Come and join us, we have 
lots of fun! 
Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.) 
Thurs. at 10:00 
Thurs. at 1:00pm 

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is de-
signed for the longer  attention span of 

the preschool-kindergarten set. These  
action-packed 40 minute programs include 

a wide variety  of books, finger plays, and 
songs.  At the conclusion of  each session, caretak-

ers are invited to come in and assist  their children with 
a simple craft. 

All groups meet once per week for six-week sessions  
which run from September until June. No registration 
is required.   For more information, please call 603-
673-2288 and  ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  For up-
to-date information  concerning library programs and 
events, please visit our website,      www.amherstlibrary.
org  and click on Calendar of Events.                                                                                            
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It’s About Conservation

Every Year Always New! 
By Bruce B. Beckley
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

and museums across the country. 
Simon is Founder of Young Pres-

idents’ Organization (YPO) Peace 
Action Network (PAN), empower-
ing over 20,000 CEOs in 130 coun-
tries to make a difference in areas 
of conflict and need.  He has spent 
the last decade working with lead-
ers on opposite sides in some of the 
most troubled conflict regions in 
the world.  Dick, a former Amherst, 
NH resident,  is also the recipient 
of the YPO Global Humanitarian 

and the Harvard Business School 
Making a Difference Awards. For 
more information explore the fol-
lowing websites: www.exposures.co 
; www.dicksimon.com ; and, www.
kNOwTHEM.org 

This presentation and all pro-
grams in the series are free and open 
to the public. However, registration 
is REQUIRED for each program 
due to space limitations. Other pro-
grams in the Faraway Places in-
clude: “Walking the Way: 500 Miles 

Along Spain’s Camino de Santiago” 
on Tuesday, February 11th at 7 p.m.; 
“A Year in Morocco” on Tuesday, 
February 18th at 7 p.m.; and “Laos: 
Two Capitols” on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26th at 7 p.m. You can reg-
ister for all these events by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herstlibrary.org  or by visiting our 
website at www.amherstlibrary.org  
and selecting the “Community Ser-
vices” tab, then click on drop down 
“Sign-Up for Programs.”
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Example of work by the Souhegan Valley Quilters Guild

Nancy Nee Hanifin at the library, February 11, 7 p.m.

The Solstice Sackbuts appear February 16 in “Sundays at 4 Music Series”

Preston S. Brooks Senator Charles Sumner

Stephen Puleo


