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&Entertainment

Arts

Exhibits

“Nightime Pine” by Sally Shea

“Orchid” by Sally Shea

Symphony NH’s Family Concert - 
“Picture This”

NASHUA – Symphony NH’s 2013-14 season, sixth under the en-
semble’s music director and principal conductor, Jonathan McPhee,  
continues on Sunday, February 16 at Keefe Center for the Arts in Nash-
ua with a program designed to entertain kids of all ages. 

The 3:00 pm performance is subtitled “Picture This”, since the pro-
gram was conceived as a way to illustrate music’s power to transport 
listeners to different places and times, and to convey story and char-
acter as well.

“This will be a really fun afternoon program,” notes conductor Jon-
athan McPhee, “featuring music – from movie screens as well as the 
concert hall – that you and your kids will love (and learn from)!”

Music director Jonathan McPhee will lead Symphony NH in perfor-
mances of thrilling excerpts from composers like Beethoven, Holst, 
Stravinsky, Sibelius, Prokofiev and more, plus music from films like 
Indiana Jones and Pirates of the Caribbean!

The Dino Anagnost Youth Symphony Orchestra of New Hampshire 
will also be featured at the start of this special event.  Mark Latham of 
the Manchester Community Music School will conduct the students 
playing music by Goosens and Mancini. 

“Music has been used for centuries to describe characters, time peri-
ods, geographic locations,” adds McPhee. “At this concert you and your 
kids will hear many of the more successful examples in passages that 
will tingle their spines and inspire their own creativity.”

Tickets, priced at $10 for students/youth and $15 for adults/seniors, 
are available at the door or at the Symphony NH Box Office, 6 Church 
St. in Nashua. Major credit cards accepted by phone at 595-9156 or on-
line at www.SymphonyNH.org.  Request more information by phone, 
or via email to nick@SymphonyNH.org.

PEM Presents 70 Zebra Finches, 
14 Guitars, Infinite Sonic Potential

February’s Featured Artist – Sally Shea · 
“Eastern Influences”
Chinese Brush Paintings January 29 – February 22, 
Saturday · February 1
Join the Artist Reception  11-2pm 

MANCHESTER – How will you celebrate the Chinese New 
Year?  East Colony Fine Art is presenting “Eastern Influences” by 
Bedford resident Sally Shea the month of February.  She is using 
Chinese Brush Painting which puts into practice simplicity along 
with an elegance of style. 

For the past dozen years Sally has worked in landscapes with 
the pastel medium and hundreds of sticks of colors.  Transition-
ing to a bamboo brush and black ink is quite a change, both fun 
and scary.  

She said, “One stroke of the brush and done – no do overs!”
Sally is exhibiting all the Four Gentlemen of Chinese painting, 

plum, bamboo, orchid and chrysanthemum.  These subjects are 
filled with symbols for the four seasons and a good life.  She was 
also inspired by the lovely pine branches loaded with snow out-
side her window during the last storm.  For fun she is adding a 
painting of chickens too!

An Opening reception will be held Saturday, February 1st from 
11am to 2pm with refreshments including fortune cookies and 
tea.  The exhibit runs from January 29 through February 22.  All 
gallery events are free and open to the public, come as you are, 
there is plenty of free parking.

East Colony Fine Art is located in Langer Place, 55 South Com-
mercial Street, Manchester, NH. Regular gallery hours: Tues-
day-Friday 11-5 & Sat 11-3. Phone: 603-621-7400. 

9th Annual One-Act Playwriting 
Workshop and Festival

“A New Direction” by Soosen  
Dunholter at Jaffrey Civic Center

Winter/Spring Season At Redfern Arts Center Offers Fun Events For All Ages

The Palace Theatre Welcomes 
Bret Michaels

Jaffrey Civic Center Announces: Call 
of Entry for the Annual Spring Show

The show will run from Friday, February 21 through Sat-
urday, March 22. This first show of the season in the second 
floor Cunningham Gallery and first floor Auditorium Gallery 
will start with an opening on Friday, February 21 from 5-7 
pm.

If you are interested in submitting your work: Each artist 
may submit two pieces in any medium, and 2 shrink-wrapped, 
matted pieces of art for the floor portfolio. The entry fee is $25 
per person. The sales commission is 30%.

You may bring your artwork to the Center beginning Tues-
day. February 11

through Saturday, February 15. After the exhibit, your 
work should be picked up from Tuesday, March 25 through 
Saturday, March 29.

Forms and more information are available at the Center. 
532-6527, and on our website, www.jaffreyciviccenter.com.  

Open Tues: 10-6, Wed.-Fri: 1-5 and Sat 10-2.  Admission is 
always FREE. The Center is located at 40 Main Street, Jaffrey. 
(next to Library, parking in rear.)

Music Director and Principal Conductor, Jonathan McPhee

MILFORD – Since 2006, the 
One-Act Playwriting Workshop 
and Festival has been an annual 
event of the Riverbend School of 
Theater Arts, a program of the Boys 
and Girls Club of Souhegan Valley 
in Milford New Hampshire. Origi-
nated and lead by Founder and Ar-
tistic Director Toby Tarnow, this 
thriving and well attended work-
shop has premiered 26 new plays 
by 24 different student playwrights 
from 10 schools and 3 states, in-
cluding 5 musicals. Beginning in 
2009, the program has received an 
annual grant from the Nancy O 
Fund of the NH Charitable Trust to 
support playwriting themes around 
positive values.

The 9th Annual Playwriting 
Workshop and Festival will show-
case four new plays written by 5 stu-
dents.  Rehearsals will be held every 
Tuesday and Wednesday beginning 
January 28 & 29. The program is 

also seeking students interested in 
stage management and stage crew.  
Performances are March 13 &14th 
at the Amato Center for the Per-
forming Arts in Milford. 

Devon Labonte a senior from 
Hudson’s Alvirne High School has 
written her 4th comedy for this 
year’s workshop. The festival will 
also featuring a tragedy by Nicole 
Sprague, 15; a romantic fantasy by 
Gage Gibson, 13, and Woody Stock-
well, 12; and a historic adventure by 
Gabe Garcia, 14. 

“We are thrilled to have a diverse 
and wonderfully entertaining group 
of plays to cast, rehearse and pres-
ent to audiences at the Amato Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts”, stated 
Ms. Tarnow. “We are hoping to fill 
the theater with audiences support-
ing these young playwrights. Once 
again we look forward to a fun, live-
ly process of bringing these new 
works from the page to the stage!”

MANCHESTER - The Palace 
Theatre welcomes Bret Michaels, 
multi-platinum global superstar, on 
Thursday, May 29th at 7:30 PM. Bret 
Michaels is known by his reality TV 
show “Rock of Love with Bret Mi-
chaels”, legendary songs, and prod-
uct endorsements. He was the front 
man of Poison, one of rock and 
rolls most iconic bands. His songs 
have sold over 32 million records 
with his most popular song “Ev-

ery Rose Has it’s Thorn.” His other 
hits include, “Unskinny Bop,” “Your 
Momma Don’t Dance,” “Nothin’ 
but a Good Time,” “Fallin’ Angel,” 
and “Somthin’ to Believe In.”

Tickets go on-sale to the gen-
eral public Saturday January 25th 
at 9:00 AM. Tickets are available 
at the box office located at 80 Ha-
nover Street in Manchester; online 
at www.palacetheatre.org or by call-
ing 668-5588.

The Jaffrey Civic Center is pleased 
to host the exhibit, “A New Direc-
tion” by Soosen Dunholter in the 
first floor Display Cases from Janu-
ary 2 through February 6, 2014.  

Soosen Dunholter’s studio prac-
tice focuses on a conversation 
among her array of tools and ma-
terials, By integrating a variety of 
hand-pulled printing methods; em-
bossed monotypes, multi layered 
ghost and screen prints she create 
her mixed process works. Harmo-
nizing the confluence of chance 
and experimentation to arrive at a 
unique whimsical and poetic style 
that unifying her love of color and 
pattern, and a passion for telling a 
visual story, not unlike the tradi-
tional Japanese poetry form of Hai-
ku.

This past year Soosen took a break 
from her well-known abstract work 
while she focused on the building 
of a new studio and created a series 
of lively watercolors, illustrating lo-
cal sites and farm scenes around the 
Monadnock Region as well as cap-
turing glimpses of her month long 
travels in Europe this past summer.

Graduating with a BA in Fine 
Arts, her career as an artist has 
continued to evolve through mas-
ter classes with master printmakers 
and painters, as well as a wide vari-

ety of artist workshops she attend-
ed where she experimented and ex-
plored a variety of philosophies and 
mediums, to further her education 
in uncovering her visual voice.

Soosen is a member of the Mono-
type Guild of New England, Vice 
President of the Women’s Caucus 
for the Art/NH chapter, New En-
gland WAX and a Juried member 
of the New Hampshire Art Associ-
ation and Cambridge Arts Associ-
ation and on the Board of Monad-
nock Art /Friends of the Dublin Art 
Colony.

She currently creates her art in 
her studio in Peterborough, New 
Hampshire and exhibits through-
out New England. She continues 
to find new sources of inspiration 
in walks around her home as well 
as from her overseas travels, and 
captures the essence of these plac-
es in her colorful, sophisticated yet 
whimsical style.

Jaffrey Civic Center is located at 
40 Main Street, Jaffrey, NH, next to 
Library, parking in rear. Hours are 
Tues: 10-6, Wed-Fri 1-5.  We will 
not be open on Saturdays during 
January.  Admission is always free. 
For more information about us, call 
603-532-6527, e-mail jaffreycntr@
aol.com, find our website, www.jaf-
freyciviccenter.com.

SALEM, MA -- The Peabody Es-
sex Museum (PEM) explores sound-
scapes and nontraditional forms of 
music in its newest contemporary 
art exhibition, FreePort [No. 007]: 
Céleste Boursier-Mougenot. Cre-
ated by internationally acclaimed 
French artist Céleste Boursier-Mou-
genot, this installation transforms 
PEM’s Barton Gallery into a spa-
cious aviary in which a flock of 70 
zebra finches interface with an ar-
ray of tuned and amplified guitars. 
As the birds explore their habitat 
and respond to museum-goers, they 
alight on guitar strings to create a 
constantly changing harmonic en-
vironment. From here to ear is the 
artist’s largest finch installation to 
date and is on view at PEM from 
January 18 through April 13, 2014.

Formerly a musician and com-
poser, Céleste Boursier-Mougenot 
is known for creating installations 
that translate the visual into the au-
ditory as well as for activating en-
vironmental systems that take on 
a life of their own. Boursier-Mou-
genot is interested in liberating the 
rhythms and vibrations of everyday 
life and believes “music is waiting to 
be revealed everywhere.” 

“Boursier-Mougenot invites us 
into a three-dimensional score 
where the randomized activities of 

finches creates a sonic experience 
that is at turns melodic and ambi-
ent,” says exhibition curator and 
PEM’s Curator of the Present Tense, 
Trevor Smith. “This boundary 
breaking installation embraces the 
element of surprise, while asking 
us to consider the way we perceive, 
create and interact with music.

Find more interspecies art on 
view in the Art & Nature Center’s 
newest exhibition, Beyond Human: 
Artist–Animal Collaborations. 
From bowerbirds that create elabo-
rate displays to Asian elephants that 
have learned to paint and Weima-
raners that patiently pose for pho-
tographs, Beyond Human explores 
the varied ways in which contem-
porary artists interface with ani-
mals to create original and surpris-
ing works of art.

Open Tues.-Sun., 10am-5pm, and 
the third Thursday each month, 
10am-9:30pm. Closed Mondays 
(except holidays), Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Adults $18; seniors $15; students 
$10. Additional admission to Yin Yu 
Tang: $5. Members, youth 16 and 
under and residents of Salem en-
joy free general admission and free 
admission to Yin Yu Tang.  Call 
866-745-1876 or visit our website at 
www.pem.org

Valentines Visit Almost, Maine
NASHUA – Peacock Players, New 

Hampshire’s premiere award winning 
youth theatre, is proud to present the ro-
mantic comedy Almost, Maine, by John 
Cariani – just in time for Valentine’s Day. 
Almost, Maine will play at the Janice 
B. Streeter Theatre, located at 14 Court 
Street, in Nashua, New Hampshire for 
two weekends only, February 14-23, 
2014. Tickets are now on sale at the Pea-
cock Players box office by phone at 886-
7000 and online at www.peacockplayers.
org.

In the eight vignettes that comprise 
Almost, Maine, audiences get to look 
through a keyhole at the lives and loves of 
some of the citizens of the magical, mys-
tical – and fictional – town that lends 
the play its title. Drawn in part from the 
Presque Isle, Maine upbringing of play-
wright John Cariani, the play’s characters 
find themselves falling in and out of love 
in unexpected and often hilarious ways. 

Perhaps the story of Almost, Maine is 
the heart-warming, Cinderella story of 
its success, worthy of the inhabitants of 
Almost, Maine.

The Peacock Players Mainstage pro-
duction will be directed by multi-New 
Hampshire Theatre Award winning Di-

rector, Broadway veteran, and Peacock 
Players Artistic Director Keith Weirich. 
“Almost, Maine is a play about real peo-
ple who are really, truly, honestly dealing 
with the toughest thing there is to deal 
with in life – love,” says Weirich. “I think 
Almost, Maine can best be described as 
a midwinter night’s dream. Or as a love 
letter about love itself. 

The cast features New Hampshire’s 
most recognized and awarded young 
theatre performers, including Olivia 
Vordenberg (Amherst) as Marvalyn and 
Mac Galinson  (Amherst) as Dave.

Peacock Players will next present Dis-
ney’s Sleeping Beauty in March. For more 
information regarding Peacock Players 
upcoming Mainstage productions, au-
ditions, classes, and events – please visit 
www.peacockplayers.org.

Almost, Maine performances are 
scheduled for Friday, February 14th @ 
7pm; Saturday, February 15th @ 2pm & 
7pm; Sunday, February 16th @ 2pm; Fri-
day, February 21st @ 7pm; Saturday, Feb-
ruary 22nd @ 2pm & 7pm; and Sunday, 
February 23rd @ 2pm. Tickets are cur-
rently on sale. To purchase tickets, call 
the Box Office at (603) 886-7000 or visit 
www.peacockplayers.org.

KEENE, N.H., 12014 – Family 
fun is the catchword for the win-
ter/spring entertainment offerings 
at the Redfern Arts Center at Keene 
State College that include the hilari-
ous circus antics of Montreal-based 
Cirque Alfonse, toe-tapping folk 
music by Rani Arbo & daisy may-
hem, and the thought-provoking 
puppetry of Sandglass! Theater. 

“During the winter season we 
know that many parents and care-
givers are looking for family-friend-
ly activities,” said Redfern Director 
Shannon Mayers.  “So in February 
we are offering two great family 
shows on Saturdays that are perfect 
for all ages. I encourage everyone in 
the community to visit campus to 
experience all of our performanc-
es and especially our free Creative 
Connections activities.”

The Redfern’s winter/spring sea-
son comprises five performances.
• Cirque Alfonse, Feb. 1, 2pm

This hilarious circus troupe from 
Quebec presents Timber! a live-
ly folk-musical circus featuring 
log-walking, spoon-clacking, hatch-
et-juggling, clog-dancing and even 
hijinks on an outhouse! Celebrat-
ing their first United States tour, 
Timber! is a smorgasbord of fam-

ily fun based on the tradition of 
logging camps with axes swinging 
through the air and logs becoming 
props as the performers do daring 
knife tricks and acrobatic feats to 
the toe-tapping sounds of tradition-
al Quebecois music. Tickets range 
from $40 to $25 depending upon 
seat location. Main Theatre.
• Doug Elkins Dance, Feb. 4, 
7:30pm

The irreverent choreographer 
Doug Elkins returns to the Redfern 
Arts Center with the world pre-
miere of Hapless Bizarre, a com-
ic movement piece that Elkins de-
scribes as “Merce Cunningham 
meets Buster Keaton.” It will be a 
light-spirited work to juxtapose his 
more  shadowy Mo(or)town Redux, 
a homage to Jose Limon’s Moor’s 
Pavane, which is based on Shake-
speare’s tragedy Othel-
lo, with the upbeat mu-
sic of Motown and the 
neo-Motown sound. 
Tickets range from $25 
to $15 depending on 
seating. Main Theatre.
• Rani Arbo & daisy 
mayhem, Feb. 22, 
11am

One of “America’s most inventive 
string bands” (The Boston Herald), 
Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem mix 
traditional, original, and contempo-
rary sounds on fiddle, guitar, bass, 
and recycled percussion. Rani Arbo 
& daisy mayhem’s family show is 
barefoot, front-porch, tap-your-
feet folk music for families, span-
ning 200 years of American music. 
With influences from Doc Watson 
to Django Reinhardt, from Fiddlin’ 
John Carson to the funky Meters, 
Rani Arbo & daisy mayhem delight 
fam! ilies with their generous spir-
it, quirky humor, and musical prow-
ess. All tickets are $5 to this family 
show in Alumni Recital Hall.
• Sandglass Theater, March 4, 
7:30pm

The beloved Putney, Vermont 
puppet theater returns to the Red-

fern with D-Generation: An Exal-
tation of Larks. This touching new 
piece explores the rich creative po-
tential of people living with demen-
tia. Their collective stories, told 
through a cast of puppets and their 
caretakers, creates a piece that is 
poetic, humorous, and quite myste-
rious. From these stories, Sandglass 
Theater forms scenes of the inner 
life of the characters, and creates a 
piece that reflects both the stigma 
and the acceptance, the despair and 
the joy, that is equally present and 
possible, in both the person with 
dementia and in their caregivers 
and family members. These stories 
reveal the somber side of the disease 
as well as its humor and playfulness. 
Tickets range from $25 to $13 de-
pending on seating. Main Theatre.

To learn more about Keene State 
College, visit www.keene.edu. 


