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Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Visit our  
NEW model 
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Offering a wide range of home styles, options 
and upgrades so you can put your  
personal stamp on your new home 

Your Home. Your Way. 
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PROVIDING REAL ESTATE LEGAL SERVICES FOR 
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 – Purchase and Sales Agreements
 – Resolution of Title Defects
 – Real Estate Closings
 – Deeds and Trusts Prepared
 – Family Transactions 

76 Northeastern Blvd. | Suite 26B | Nashua, NH 03062
PH: 603 598 4030 | FX: 603 598 4020  |  foylawoffice.com Attorney Len Foy, Amherst Resident

Whether Buying, Selling, or
 Refinancing,

Let us help you through
 the Real Estate maze.
See your lawyer first!

New Brand
You Can Trust...
New Agent
You Know...

The Way to Your New Home
May Balsama

REALTOR®

46 Rte 101A, Amherst 
603-673-1775 x1004 

603-521-5022 cell 
www.verani.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

VALENTINE’S 
PROMISE:

This year, hire someone who 
knows what he’s doing! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

The Proposed Budget Is Increasing By Only $140,809
To the editor:

Second, Article #49, Mr. Knight seeks to create a new 
Sports/ Recreation/Function Zone…for his Stearns 
Road property, and also for the Amherst Country Club 
and Buckmeadow Golf Club. It is important to note, 
that Mr. Knight included these privately owned clubs 
in his petition to change their zoning status without ei-
ther clubs’ knowledge. The result is that these proper-
ties are now on the ballot in a warrant article that asks 
the voters of Amherst  to change their zoning status, 
even though both golf courses are grandfathered in 
as they were in existence prior to the 1995 ordinance, 
and do NOT need a zoning change. This petition seeks 
therefore, to only benefit the land owned by Mr. Knight.

 By putting articles on the ballot by petition in this 
manner, Mr. Knight is in essence stepping around the 
rulings of our town boards and elected officials. He 
has also continued to ignore the neighbors’ attempts at 
compromise. Every step of the way, our neighborhood 
has been in agreement with SOME non-commercial 
fields on Mr. Knight’s land; just not to the extent he has 
been proposing for the past 2 years. He has had no in-
terest in working with us or the town boards in reduc-
ing the number of fields that he wants on his land nor 
his pursuit to make this a commercial property (i.e., a 
money making venture). The truth is, had he been will-
ing to reduce the number of his proposed fields, kids 
could have been playing on them this past year. This 
surely casts doubt on his self-professed motive that he’s 
doing this “All for the kids” campaign. 

Mr. Knight asserts that these playing fields would be 
“at no cost to the taxpayers.”  Do large tournaments and 
social functions not utilize the towns’ emergency ser-
vices (ambulance, fire, police), which the taxpayers pay 

for in Amherst? Do field rental fees which would then 
go to Mr. Knight and no longer go to supporting the 
Amherst Rec Department’s budget, not have a “cost” 
to us the taxpayers? Is the increase in traffic, noise, etc 
in the surrounding neighborhoods not a “cost”? What 
about wear and tear on our already worn and in desper-
ate need of repair roads?? These are rural roads, which 
when built, their use was light neighborhood traffic, not 
the volume and the wear and tear a commercial sports 
and function venture would bring into in a residential 
neighborhood. And lastly, what’s the overall impact 
when neighborhood property values depreciate in Am-
herst as a result of the deletion of all the current  zon-
ing protections  that keep Amherst the pristine town 
that it is –isn’t it a “cost” if Amherst loses its small town 
character as one of the area’s most scenic and pristine 
towns? Certainly a reduction in property tax revenue 
is a “cost” to the taxpayers, when property owners ask 
the town to re-assess their property values at a lower 
number.

The bottom line is this: the current zoning ordinanc-
es as written protect our rural/ residential neighbor-
hoods while still allowing non-commercial sports on 
privately owned lands; just not to the extent that Mr. 
Knight seeks. Please vote NO on Articles 48 and 49. The 
appropriate venue for Mr. Knight to seek to get permis-
sion to put his proposed fields on Stearns Road, is back 
before the Planning Board, and by working within the 
current zoning ordinance parameters, and working 
with us as a neighborhood, the kids will get their fields.

Wendy and Randy Hunt 
Amherst

This year’s budget for the Souhegan Cooperative Dis-
trict reflects many decisions made last year, which the 
board proposed and the voters supported.

Last year we reached a 2-year agreement with our 
professional and support staff, presented it as a warrant 
article, and it was approved.  We are currently in year 1, 
and the proposed budget for next year (year 2) includes 
those agreed costs, totaling an additional $118,568.  

Also last year we requested bonding authority to 
replace the original roof and HVAC roof units on the 
main building, all of which were original to the build-
ing, 20 years old, and failing in various ways.  When we 
proposed the bond, we anticipated bonding $1,950,000 
for 7 years, with annual payments starting at $325,250 
for FY15,then declining over time.  We were very fortu-
nate to get quality bids from reputable suppliers which 
totaled $800,000 less than originally anticipated. For 
the current year we budgeted $28,031 to cover first year 
interest costs.  For FY15 we are budgeting $214,223, a 
year over year increase of $186,192, almost $140,000 
less than previously discussed.

Given those two increases, totaling $304,760, the 
board and administration started the budget process 
by looking at reductions we could make to offset  these 
costs and keep the FY 15 budget as low as prudently 
possible.   Also informing our decision-making was the 
student population increase.  We had projected an al-
most flat enrollment this year, and instead were sur-
prised with a net of 14 new students, bringing us from 
813 to 827.  We are projecting more growth next year, 
up to 839 students, just based on the size of the current 
8th grade class at AMS.

In the end, incorporating these increases, the pro-
posed budget is increasing by only $140,809, or less 
than 1%, thanks to strong financial restraint by the ad-
ministration and board, and the support of the Advi-
sory Finance Committee.  This small increase for FY15 
comes after a large reductions in FY14,  so the proposed 
FYT15 budget is still $540,756 less than the FY13 bud-

get.
The subject of cost per pupil frequently arises as we 

move towards voting day.  While the simple math of 
“total budget dollars divided by total student popula-
tion” is commonly cited, the reality is that it’s not that 
simple.  A more valid, commonly accepted measure is 
the one used by the NH Dept. of Education which ad-
justs for certain factors that tend to skew the results.  
In addition, it is important to note that in an effort to 
make a fair comparison between schools, the NH De-
partment of Education (DOE) does not include tuition 
and transportation costs, food service revenue or cap-
ital and debt service when calculating cost per pupil, 
and the DOE website figures tend to be more than a 
year out of date.  Finally, most districts in NH include 
elementary and/or middle schools.  Per-pupil averages 
are less in those grades for a number of reasons, which 
then in turn skew most averages lower than a pure 9-12 
high school.  The Dept of Ed states on their website, “It 
is appropriate to compare two districts only when they 
have the same grade range. Even when the grade ranges 
are identical, only the total figures should be considered 
comparable because different formulas may have been 
used to allocate district-wide costs.”  For all these rea-
sons, the simple calculation cannot be used to compare 
Souhegan’s per-pupil costs to other districts.

To vote on the budget, warrant article, and candi-
dates for School Board, voting will be held on TUES-
DAY, March 11, 2014.  Amherst residents vote at Souhe-
gan High School, 6AM to 8PM.  Mont Vernon residents 
vote at the Mont Vernon Village School, 7AM to 7PM.

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board
Howard Brown, Mont Vernon, Steve Coughlan,
Amherst, Pim Grondstra, Mont Vernon, 
Fran Harrow, Amherst, Chris Janson, 
Amherst, Peter Maresco, Amherst, 
Mary Lou Mullens, Amherst, Chair

Vote for Ludt
To the editor:

When I vote for someone, it is a good feeling when 
I can do it wholeheartedly, without reservation.  Of-
ten, I don’t know the person and have to go on what 
they say they will do, and trust that they will follow 
through.  When I vote for Supervisor of the Checklist 
this year, I don’t have to guess.  I know Jeanne Ludt has 
the knowledge, drive, and integrity to fulfill this posi-
tion.  I was on the Souhegan School Board with Jeanne 
for four years and, during that time,  I also served on 
many committees with Jeanne.  I always enjoyed work-
ing with her because of her work ethic, thoroughness, 
and dependability.   I knew the job would be completed 
well and that she would keep us moving forward.   I also 
knew that she would ask questions and find a better way 

if necessary.  I have seen this same work ethic applied 
to her Supervisor of the Checklist position over these 
past 6 years.  I have volunteered at every election since 
Jeanne has been Supervisor, and have watched her and 
the other Supervisors go through a large learning curve.  
At first, it required inordinate amounts of time to make 
sure things were right.  Now, they are a confident team 
smoothly running everything leading up to, during, 
and after elections.  That is why I am wholeheartedly, 
without reservation, asking you to join me in voting for 
Jeanne Ludt to continue as Supervisor of the Checklist.

Sincerely,
Mary Lou Mullens

Results of Two School Districts and 
One Town Deliberative Meetings

by Cliff Ann Wales

Town Operating Budget
At the February 5th deliberative meeting, the Board 

of Selectmen presented their operating budget of 
$11,774,356 with a default budget of $  $11,532,439, a 
difference of $241,917. 

 This operating budget has an estimated tax impact 
of $05.28 (five dollars and twenty-eight cents per thou-
sand).

Other articles on the warrant raise $100,000 from 
unreserved fund balance to go to a contingency fund.  

The police contract will add $0.02 to the tax rate.
Capital reserve articles raise $655,000 funds for a fire 

truck, assessing, communications center, town com-
puter, ambulance and highway equipment. 

 Article 26 raises $180,000 for the purchase of cem-
etery land for field expansion.  The police contract has 
cost items of $36,075 for first year.  The mosquito sur-
veillance program has a cost of $40,000.  The purchase 
of a scale at the landfill is an additional $70,000.  All of 
these articles total $945,000 in expenditures.  The cost 
is $0.62/$1,000 valuation.  The operating budget is an 
additional $0.09 for a total of $0.71 increase on the tax 
rate.
Amherst School District

The Amherst School Board is seeking to raise 
$24,327,452 for an operating budget for the fiscal year 
2015.  If the budget fails, the default budget will be 
$23,967,200 which is  $360,252 less than the proposed 

budget.  The operating budget has unanimous support 
of the Amherst School Board and the Ways and Means 
Committee.  The estimated tax rate will increase by 
$0.08 to $12.24.  The operating budget has a $299,000 
unreserved fund balance, down by $100,000 from the 
previous year’s undesignated fund balance of $398,378.  
Also on the warrant is an article to fund the Amherst 
Education Association negotiated contract.  Tax impact 
is $0.21.  Also, an article to establish a capital reserve 
fund for educating students with disabilities.  $50,000 
to come from the unreserved fund balance with an es-
timated tax impact of $0.03.

If the FY 15 operating budget, funding a capital re-
serve for students with disabilities  and the cost items of 
the collective bargaining agreement with the Amherst 
Education Association pass, the effect on the tax rate 
for Amherst will be an increase of $0.32. 
Souhegan Cooperative School District

The FY15 operating budget totals $18,058,502. If this 
fails to pass, the default budget will be $17,864,643.  The 
proposed budget is an increase of $140,809 greater than 
FY14 budget.  The FY 15 proposed budget has an unre-
served fund balance estimated to be $237,857.

Also on the warrant is an article for raising $65,000 
from the undesignated fund balance to be added to the 
school maintenance fund.  The state does not school 
districts to have contingency funds.

If the FY 15 operating budget and the school mainte-
nance fund pass, the effect on the tax rate for Amherst 
will be an increase of $0.35.  Mont Vernon, increase of 
$0.73.

u Current Zoning Ordinances Protect Neighborhoods   continued from page 2

U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte Announces 2014 Service 
Academy Nominee From Amherst

CONCORD – Senator Ayotte and Cullen Johnson of Am-
herst was nominated as a candidate to the U.S. Military 
Academy at the Academy Nominees reception hosted in 
Concord by the Senator.   

Brooke Carlson, daughter of Rolf and Cheryl 
Carlson of Amherst is the featured artist at 
A&E Custom Coffee Roastery located on Rte 
101-A in Amherst. Brooke’s artwork will be on 
display for the month of February. She also 
was the recent recipient of the Scholastic 
Gold Key award for her visual arts portfolio at 
a ceremony held at the Pinkerton Academy 
in Derry, NH. Brooke is a senior at Souhegan 
High School in Amherst and plans to continue 
her education in the field of art.

Cullen Johnson 
Nominated to U.S. 
Military Academy

Artwork on Display
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Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder
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