
6  •  THE AMHERST CITIZEN  •  F E B R U A R Y   1 1 ,   2 0 1 4  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Town News

Amherst Troup 22 Scouting Fun!

NH Residents Warned of 
Fire Hazards This Winter

AMHERST RECREATION
4 Cross Rd, Amherst, N.H. 03031
603 673-6248 
Peabody Mill Environmental Center
66 Brook Road
603 673-1141   www.amherstrec.org 

Bottom Left to Right: Alexandra Hallett, Erin Taylor, Katherine Daley, 
Madison Haley; Top Left to Right: Margo Hinspeter, Caitlin Forsyth, Emily 
Lang, Caroline Graybill; Missing: Norah Frizzell; Leaders: Susan Forsyth and 
Jennifer Lang.

Youth 

Mixing it Up in the Kitchen: 
Valentine’s Cupcakes

Make some delicious cupcakes 
for someone special!
Where: AMS Life Skills Room
When: Friday February 14 2:35-
4:30

Art @ AMS
After-school art programs for 

Grades 5-8
Where: AMS Life Skills Room

Psychedelic Pop Art!
Need a solution for gray winter 

days?  Create some colorful POP 
art! 
When: Thursdays, 2/20-3/13 2:30-
4:00pm

Homeschool Environmental & 
Science Programs 

Amherst Rec offers environmen-
tal and science programs to homes-
choolers ages 3-14. Our next classes 
are held 1/21.  

When:  The 3rd Tuesday of each 
month through June  
Where: Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center

Homeschool Preschool Class-
es, Ages 3-5
Time: 1:00-2:00pm
Homeschool Classes, Ages 6-8; 
Ages 9-11; Ages 12-14
Time: 1:00-3:00pm

Junior LEGO League
We had five fabulous teams par-

ticipate in our Junior LEGO League 
program this fall. We are hoping to 
run another few teams this spring. 
Registration is open, and as we fill 
teams, the 6 week season will begin.
Volleyball for Middle School 
Boys and Girls

Our 6 week program will begin in 
March. 
Where: AMS gym
When: Boys-5:30-6:45, Girls 6:45-
8:00

Registration for Baseball and 
Softball is now open!

Adults

Adult Running: Focus on Fun-
damentals

Experienced coach and runner 
George Bower is offering a new pro-
gram for adults who wish to im-
prove their running, making their 
runs more efficient and enjoyable. 
This program will include both 
classroom time and group runs. We 
currently have registered partici-
pants and this program will be held.
Where: Classes meet at the Recre-
ation Office, 4 Cross Road
When: March 3 – May 1, 7:00-8:30

Learn to Knit- Both new and 
not-so-new knitters welcome!

Sandie Zielie is continuing with 
her popular program. More expe-
rienced knitters will make a cabled 
cowl, while new knitters will create 
a simple cowl.

Classes held Wednesday evenings 
at the Recreation Office, 4 Cross 
Road

Next session begins Wednesday 
February 12, 4:30-6:00 Space is lim-

ited.

Family Fun

Snowshoe Rentals at PMEC
We have dozens of snowshoes in 

sizes for the smallest to the tallest! 
Come any Saturday to the PMEC 
to be fit a pair just right for you be-
tween noon and 4:00.
Full Moon Hike: The Snow 
Moon 

Join us for stories and a walk in 
the woods along easy paths that ac-
commodate people of all ages. Bring 
a flashlight to help you navigate un-
even terrain. 

This guided hike will end with a 
bonfire and cider.
Where: PMEC, 66 Brook Road
When: Saturday February 15, 6:00-
7:30

Join our email list to receive our 
bi-weekly newsletter and don’t miss 
the programs you have been waiting 
for! www.amherstrec.org  

Second: that from and after the solemniza-
tion of said marriage and while the parties live 
together as man and wife, [Edward] shall pay all 
household expenses and generously and hand-
somely support [Josephine].

Third: that if [Josephine] shall survive [Ed-
ward] she shall have and hold all her legal claims 
of dower and homestead as the widow of said 
deceased in the homestead of [Edward] familiarly 
known as Busyfield [now 11 Carriage Road], sit-
uate in Amherst, in the same manner she would 
have had if this agreement had not been entered 
into.

Fourth: that upon the decease of Edward, 
Josephine, her heirs or assigns, shall receive from 
[Edward’s] estate, the sum of ten thousand dol-
lars to be paid by the Administrator of [Edward] 
promptly after his decease, the same to be in lieu 
of all claims of dower, homestead, allowance, 
distribution, share or any or all claims, rights, or 
interest of any kind, nature, or description, which 
[Josephine] may have in or to the estate, wheth-
er real or personal, of [Edward], except in lieu 
of all other claims of any nature in said estate 

...” Notes at bottom of agreement include erasure 
of phrase “she shall receive and enjoy during her 
natural life a handsome and generous support 
from the estate.” (Hillsborough County registry of 
deeds 522:93. In this transcription, the parties’ 
first names were substituted for the phrases “the 
party of the first part” and “the party of the sec-
ond part.”)

To put the promise of $10K into perspective: 
When E. D. Boylston’s estate was appraised 
for probate, the inventory included bank stock 
worth $39,114.75; bonds and such worth $3850; 
and $3518.84 in cash; as well as the homestead 

appraised at $3500 (which would sell for $2800) 
and a third interest valued at $35,666.67 in Bos-
ton real estate. 
After the Wedding

This couple would live together for four years. 
Three months after their marriage, Edward 
handed the reins of the Cabinet to his grandson 
Wm. B. Rotch, who moved the newspaper to Mil-
ford in July 1891, but Edward continued as reli-
gious editor, writing for each issue an article that 
was also distributed to other newspapers. Ed-
ward authored and self-published two books, his 
memoir Sketch of a Busy Life at Busyfield (1892), 
which was dedicated to his family and “my be-
loved Partner,” and Amherst in the Great Civ-
il Conflict 1861-1865 (1893), which were typeset 
and printed by him at Amherst, N.H., presum-
ably in the former Cabinet printing office, which 
is still standing today at 109 Boston Post Road.

Helen remarried in 1896. Widow Josie Boyl-
ston did not continue to live alone at Busyfield. 
She spent the 1896/7 winter with her sister at 
Mont V.; and in June 1897, the widow and her 
step-daughters sold 11 Carriage Road to Wm D. 
Clark (1860-1922), a local storekeeper, a former 
tenant who had vacated Josie’s 112 BPR house 
in May 1896 shortly after she sold it. (Clark 
school is named for his wife/ widow, Fannie L. 
(Dodge) Clark (1867-1941).) Josie moved to New-
ton, Mass., but the 1900 census captured her as a 
69-year-old widow living or, more likely, visiting 
in Mont Vernon with her brother[-in-law] Trev-
itt, 61, farmer, and his unmarried daughter Mary 
V., 35, where Josie would die in June 1900. The 
other Trevitt niece, Mrs. Lucia Ellen Auryansen 
(b. 1863, m. 1891) of Newtonville, Mass., was ex-
ecutor of her aunt Josie’s will, probated in Mid-
dlesex County, Mass. She had plenty left over to 
leave to charities. Josie is buried in Amherst by 
her husband.
Illustrations: The portraits are from Sketch of 

a Busy Life, which also contains an image of Josie 
at age 30. The original 1890 photo of Busyfield 
is in the Howard Locke collection of house files, 
housed in Amherst Town Library, V100; scan 
courtesy of Bill Wichman of Historical Society 
of Amherst. 

Edward D. Boylston’s “Busyfield” at 11 Carriage 
Road, Amherst, N.H., 1890.

Melendy Sisters House at 112 Boston Post Road, 
first owned & occupied as a dwelling c. 1845 
by the sisters of a partner of the Whip Factory 
next door. Bought for $1000 by Josie Stayner in 
1890, shortly before she wed newspaperman E. 
D. Boylston, and owned by her as a rental until 
1896. Caroline F. (Putnam) Pulsifer (1828-1914), 
widow of Jeremiah O. Pulsifer (1821-1894), 
owned it next.

Audrey Strickland helping to provide valentines.

Each Valentine’s Day for the past ten years, the Woman’s Associ-
ation of the Congregational Church of Amherst UCC has delivered 
more than 100 valentines to Pastor Beth Richeson, the Prison Chap-
lain at the NH State Prison for Women. Using their creative talents 
and lots of patience, 8-10 women lovingly create unique cards over a 
three week period for the inmates and the prison staff. The valentines 
are laced together, as prison regulations prohibit the use of staples or 
glue. In addition to the Valentine’s Day cards, the WA has supported 
the prison gardening initiative by donating funds for seeds. 

Parkhurst Place
11 Veterans Rd.
Amherst, NH 03031
(603) 249-1600
parkhurst-place@comcast.net

           

Programs for 
Seniors at 
Parkhurst Place

CONCORD, NH - NH New 
Hampshire State Fire Marshal J. 
William Degnan would like to re-
mind all citizens to be extra careful 
during the winter heating season. 
For the past twenty plus years, the 
leading cause of structure fires in 
New Hampshire has been directly 
related to solid fuel burning appli-
ances.

“In New Hampshire, there is a 
predominance of homes that uti-
lize the natural resources available 
and plentiful supply of wood for 
heating,” Degnan said. “Like any 
other machine, solid fuel burning 
appliances require regular mainte-
nance.” When analysts examine the 
New Hampshire fire incident data, 
they learn that lack of proper main-
tenance of the solid fuel burning ap-
pliance is the most likely cause.

However, other causes are also 
prevalent, such as design and instal-
lation issues. Solid fuel burning ap-
pliances include fireplaces, wood-
stoves, pellet stoves and coal stoves. 
There are codes that define the pa-
rameters for the proper installation 
of solid fuel burning appliances. 
Some of these codes involve crite-
ria for the proper construction of a 
masonry chimney. Others outline 
the safe distances for stoves to com-
bustible materials. It is incumbent 
upon the homeowner to make sure 
that their particular installation is 
safe and within the criteria set forth 

in the applicable codes. Some of 
these examinations are easier than 
others. For example, it might be a 
little more difficult for a homeown-
er to check to make sure that their 
chimney has the required two (2) 
inches of clearance from combus-
tibles from the masonry to wood 
such as framing, a requirement 
that has been in place in various 
codes and standards since the early 
1900’s. On the other hand measur-
ing the distance from a woodstove 
to the wall behind it would be easi-
er. Some communities have demon-
strated an increase in fires related 
to non-compliant masonry chim-
ney construction. For instance, de-
spite the fact that building and fire 
codes in New Hampshire have re-
quired the two (2) inch clearance to 
combustibles, the town of Amherst 
has discovered several fires which 
revealed that the clearance was not 
there. This prompted the town to 
take a proactive public education 
stance and advise their citizens to 
check their installations.

“The bottom line is that we want 
people to be safe,” Degnan said. 
“Homeowners must do whatever is 
necessary to ensure their own safe-
ty. Checking their appliances and 
chimneys is one of those things that 
everyone must do that is just as im-
portant as checking your smoke de-
tector and buckling your seatbelt.”

February/March Programs 2014

Town of Amherst
DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY

 
 Nancy A Demers  Town Clerk for 3 years 
 Marie T Grella  Cemetery Trustee for 3 years  
 Thomas Grella  Selectman for 3 years 
 Michael Akillian  Selectman for 1 year 
 Stephen Coughlan  Moderator for 2 years 
 Nancy Head  Library Trustee for 3 years 
 Kimberly Ayers  Library Trustee for 3 years 
 Kenneth R Sheldon  Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 years 
 Carol H Holden  Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 years 
 Jeanne Ludt  Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 years 
 James M Ramsay  ZBA member for 3 years

AMHERST – In November of 
last year Troop 22 went on a camp-
ing trip. We have done this one for 
many years now and it has been a 
blast! For the weekend the scouts 
camped on a farm full of animals 
such as mules, donkeys, and even 
Vietnamese pot belly pigs! The farm 
was also sitting next to a pond with 
an island, so that is where we set up 
camp. During the trip there was al-
ways something to do that involved 
cooking, helping out around the 
farm, and most of all FUN!

During the day we were always 
active so what our bodies needed 
was a good hearty meal. Some of the 
meals were pancakes with straw-
berries, Dutch oven lasagna, om-
elets stuffed with your own choice 
of veggies or meats, and a Dutch 
oven chocolate cake. These are only 
some of the foods made at camp, 
and also all by the scouts! During 
the night when each patrol (a group 
of boys of usually 5-7 who cook and 
eat together) was done cleaning, we 
played a game called Manhunt. This 

is a game of stealth, speed, agility, 
smarts, and watching out for trees!

The second day the real fun be-
gan. At the water’s edge each patrol 
including the adults was given in-
structions on how to build a trebu-
chet. A trebuchet is a machine used 
in medieval warfare to hurl large 
rocks or other missiles. As a patrol 
we had to build the trebuchet out of 
long cut down trees and have to use 
our lashing and instruction follow-
ing skills to complete it before the 
other patrols finish. Once we fin-
ished building it, a tin boat was put 
in the pond and we launched apples 
at it to see whose would get in first. 
After all of the apples were gone 
we dismantled the trebuchets and 
made a neat pile of the logs, coiled 
up the rope and put it back into the 
bucket. The next day we ate, packed 
up, said our farewells until next 
year, then we headed for home. 

If you would like to come join the 
fun, come to the Troop 22 meetings 
on Mondays at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church at 7:00 pm.

Amherst Girl Scout Brownie 
Troop 11607 recently participated 
in The Jared Box Project. The goal 
of the project is to lift the spirits of 
chronically ill children. The box-
es symbolize the importance of 

play and are filled with well wish-
es, hope, and love. The troop put the 
boxes together and delivered them 
to Southern New Hampshire Medi-
cal Center’s Pediatric Unit. 

u Prenuptial Agreement of 1891   continued from page 4

AARP Tax-Aide (FREE Federal 
Tax Return Preparation & e-fil-
ing)
Thursdays:  February 27th, March 
6th and March 13th, 2014
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Appointments not necessary, but 
advised:  249-1600  (Parkhurst Of-
fice is not staffed full-time – Please 
leave a message with your name, 
phone #, and preferred date and 
time.  Lorraine will return your call 
with an appointment confirmation)
Strength Training Classes  
(on-going)
(Join class at any time:  fee will be 
pro-rated)
Two classes per week:
Tuesdays & Fridays, 10:30 – 11:15 
am OR
Tuesdays & Fridays, 11:30 am – 
12:15 pm
Instructors:  Joanne Leedy, Trilogy 
Fitness - Amherst  
Sue Greaney, Hampshire Hills - 
Milford
Cost:  $30 for 6 weeks (for 2 class-
es per week)

Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 
to sign-up (please leave a message).
Gentle Yoga Classes*  (on-go-
ing)
(Join class at any time, fee will be 
pro-rated) 

One class per week:  Mondays OR 
Thursdays
Mondays, 8:15 – 9:15 am OR
Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Instructor:  Laurie Daley, Certified 
Kripalu Yoga Teacher,   
Cost:  $ 30 for 6-week session

Call Lorraine to register:  249-
1600 (please leave a message)
Tai Chi Easy Classes   (on-go-
ing)
Wednesdays 
9:30 – 10:30 am  
Instructor:  Susan Flanagan
Bean Community Room
Cost:  $5 per class or $30 for 
6-week session (Join any time)

Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 
to reserve a place
Blood Pressure Clinic
Wednesday, February 26th, 2014
10:30 - 11:30 am
Provided by Silvertouch Home 
Healthcare of Merrimack.

Parkhurst Place offers classes, 
workshops, and health screenings 
for residents of the Souhegan Val-
ley who are 55 years or older.  For 
information call Parkhurst Place 
(249-1600).  If no one is in the office, 
kindly leave your name and number 
on the answering machine for a call 
back.

Congregational Church Woman’s Association

Brownie Troop 11607


