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Schools

Alumna Returns to Intern at Souhegan High SchoolA Message from the SAU #39 Strategic 
Planning Steering Committee

Blind Date with a Book at SHS Info Center

Several UNH chamber ensembles visited Souhegan High School on Tuesday, February 4th. A wood wind quintet, 
vocal trio, violin quartet, and brass quintet (pictured above) performed for and then answered questions from SHS 
band students about their college music experience.  Teacher Carl Benevides invited the musicians to SHS as part 
of his recent initiative to form similar small, student-led groups from within the SHS band.  The UNH students, un-
der the direction of UNH Professor Peggy Vagts, have received grant support to bring their music to local schools.  

Upcoming Events at Applewild School

Derryfield School Players Present RENT

Can You Help Send a Local 
Student to College?

$85,788…$135,892…$168,896…

FILING DATES FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES: 
Wednesday, January 22nd through Friday, January 31st, 2014 

no later than 5:00 pm 
 

School District Officers to be elected March 11, 2014: 
 

FILING DATES FOR AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES: 
 

 
For three years: 
 

Two School Board Members Amy Facey 
James P. Manning 

For three years:  One School District Moderator 
 

Nate Jensen 

For three years: One School District Treasurer Catherine Jo Butler 

For three years: One School District Clerk Catherine Jo Butler 

  
 

FILING DATES FOR MONT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES: 
 
 

For three years: 
 

One School Board Member John F. Quinlan, Jr. 

For one year:  One School District Moderator 
 

David Sturm 

For one year: One School District Treasurer Lyn Jennings 

For one year: One School District Clerk Sue Leger 

 
 

FILING DATES FOR SOUHEGAN COOPERATIVE SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES: 
 
 
For three years: 
 

Two School Board Members 
Amherst resident 

Fran Harrow 
Mary Lou Mullens 

For three years: 
 

One School Board Member 
Mont Vernon resident 

Pim Grondstra 

 

Kate Stover, Class of 2012, re-
turned to Souhegan in January as 
communications intern for Athlet-
ic Director Dick Miller.  She discov-
ered her “passion for creativity and 
mass media” at Endicott College in 
Beverly, Massachusetts, where she 
is currently a sophomore market-
ing communication major.  Endi-
cott requires all students to partic-
ipate in two 120-hour internships, 
and it was a logical choice to come 
back for one internship to Souhe-
gan where she had been the Com-
municator for the SHS Community 
Council in her senior year, as well 
as a multi-sport varsity athlete in 
volleyball, swim team, softball and 
basketball.  

Stover’s goal at the outset of her 
internship was to start a strong so-
cial media presence for Souhegan 
athletics.  In the short three weeks 
she was at Souhegan she created 
Facebook (Souhegan High School 
Athletics) and Instagram (@Souhe-
ganSabers) accounts and updated 
the existing Twitter link (@Souhe-
gan Sabers).  She attended all home 
sporting events in order to provide 
current updates, live-tweeting, pho-
tos and up-to-the-minute informa-
tion across those media.  In addi-
tion, she inaugurated a “Featured 
Home Event of the Week” promo-
tion, raising the profile of all teams 
and increasing followers and ac-
count activity.  Stover noted that, 
“It was an incredible experience re-
turning to Souhegan to work as an 
intern.  I have loved working with 
Dick Miller, Christina Len and Jeff 

Hall to manage the website and all 
accounts connected to the Athletic 
Department.”

Working with Maggie Paul, Kate 
was also able to compile her work 
into a “how to” guide and share it 
with current Souhegan students, 
continuing the social media work 
that Stover put in place.  Stover 
will return to Souhegan during her 
spring break in mid-March to teach 
an Evening Enrichment course 

about creating and using a personal 
Twitter account.  

Stover will add the skills gained 
and content created in all her SHS 
activities to her portfolio; her am-
bition is to combine her passion 
for communication with sports in 
a professional career upon grad-
uating. Her intern experience at 
Souhegan provided an early exper-
iment in achieving that goal.  

Kate Stover, SHS Class of 2012 and SHS Athletic Director, Dick Miller

UNH Chamber Ensembles Visit SHS Band Students

Beginning in the fall of 2013 the combined 
boards of School Administrative Unit #39 (SAU 
#39) initiated a strategic planning process with the 
goal of completing the plan by summer 2014. To 
this point the SAU #39 board has concentrated its 
efforts on visioning related to what we want stu-
dents to know and be able to do when they leave 
our school, collecting feedback from stakeholders 
through direct one on one interviews and through 
a survey,and preparing to identify the big strategic 
issues facing the organization over the next five to 
ten years. We have depend ed on feedback from you 
to help us identify the strengths of organization, 
the opportunities the board should be consider-
ing for the future, and what we should be aspiring 
to become. We deeply appreciate your feedback; 
it has been vital information for the board mem-
bers to consider as they identify the most signifi-
cant strategic issues facing the organization over 
the next five to ten years.

In the next phase of the strategic planning the 
SAU #39 board will identify and prioritize the stra-
tegic issues facing the organization over the next 
five to ten years. The identification of these issues 
is informed by the board’s study of student perfor-
mance, demographic trends, financial informa-
tion, and feedback generated through interviews 
and surveys conducted last fall. The identification 
and prioritization of strategic issues is an essential 
step in the planning process, because it’s these is-
sues that the plan must be developed to address. 

However, equally important is the process for in-
vestigating and recommending the best strategy 
or strategies to address these issues.  This is where 
you can play a vital role. Following the identifica-
tion and prioritization of the strategic issues, the 
board will convene subcommittees to investigate 
and recommend the best strategy or strategies to 
address these issues. The board believes that di-
verse point s of view are necessary to ensure that a 
wide range of alternatives are considered and un-
derstood and that the best strategy is ultimately 
recommended. To this end, the board welcomes 
and encourages community members, parents, 
teachers, non-certified staff, administrators, and 
students to actively participate in the subcommit-
tees that will begin meeting and studying alterna-
tives in February. The details regarding subcom-
mittee topics, meeting times, and facilitators will 
be finalized in early February, but we think it is 
important to begin identifying potential member 
s now. If you are interested in participating on a  
strategic planning subcommittee, please contact 
Maryanne Buonadonna, Executive Assistant to 
the Superintendent of Schools at mbuonadonna@
sprise.com or 673-2690 so that we can add you to 
our contact list. We cannot do this work without 
your input and support. We appreciate your deep 
commitment to the schools of SAU #39 and look 
forward to your contributions in this next phase of 
the strategic planning process.

By Julie Kellndorfer

Valentine or no valentine, students of 
Souhegan HS have the opportunity to fall 
in love this February with a great book! The 
SHS Library is celebrating Valentine’s Day 
with a creative display called “Blind Date 
with a Book.” This display, created and 
managed by myself and staff member Mar-
jie Hobbs, will be up for the entire month of 
February. As part of my “Exploring Library 
Sciences” independent study I am doing 
my senior year, I help brainstorm and im-
plement display ideas with Hobbs. Choos-
ing books that might please many types 
of readers, we wrapped each book in red 
paper to conceal the title of the book. We 
then wrote up short descriptions to identi-
fy the books rather than their original jack-
ets, decorating the new covers with festive 
stickers and paper hearts. 

“We’re always trying to get students to 
pick up new books, especially ones they 
might normally pass over,” said Hobbs. 
“The ‘Blind Date’ idea is a perfect way to 
draw kids in to looking at all the options 
they have for reading!”

The book “dates” are displayed under a 
sign covered in hearts, patiently waiting for 
their perfect match to check them out. Stu-
dents who wish to check out the books re-
ceive a “Rate Your Book Date” card, and the 
completion of the card enters the students 
for a February raffle. Incentive or not, all 
the books set up with this display are worth 
a read, and the librarians at SHS hope stu-
dents stop in to pick up a new date!

MANCHESTER - Brianna Smith 
‘14 of Amherst will be performing 
as Mrs. Marquez  and Samantha 
Carbery ‘15 also of Amherst will 
play Alexi Darling  in The Derry-
field School Players presentation of 
RENT: School Edition.

RENT took Broadway by storm 
when it opened in 1996, exactly 100 
years after the debut of La Boheme, 
the Puccini opera on which the sto-
ry is based. Set in New York City in 
the late 1980s, the story follows a 
year in the lives of a group of East 
Village artists, who not only must 
deal with the harsh realities of dai-
ly life, but are also confronting the 
new plague of the age, HIV/AIDS. 
Filled with powerful and haunt-
ing themes, it is at the same time 
bursting with the hopeful optimism 
at the core of every classic Ameri-
can musical. RENT: School Edition 
softens the focus on some of the 

more mature themes of the origi-
nal.  An introduction to the script 
says that it focuses more on the idea 
of “a community of people, each 
with their own quirks and prob-
lems, finding a way to live together.”

RENT: School Edition will be 
presented in the Performing Arts 
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on both 
Friday, February 14 and Saturday, 
February 15, as well as a matinee 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, February 16. 
Tickets are available for $12 apiece 
at www.etix.com. Remaining tick-
ets will be sold at the auditorium 
ticket booth starting one hour be-
fore each show. The Friday perfor-
mance  will be held in conjunction 
with a reception for photographer 
Robert Janules and painter Richard 
Widhu, whose works are on display 
in The Derryfield School Lyceum 
Gallery show A SHARED VISION 
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

FITCHBURG, MA – Applewild 
School is offering its third annual 
Wonders and Smiles programs for 
ages 3 -5. Parents and children are 
invited to enjoy stories, crafts and 
activities at 2:15 pm in the Marshall 
Library, 98 Prospect St. at the school 
in Fitchburg. The dates for the se-

ries will be on Thursdays: February 
20, and March 6 and 27. Everyone 
is welcome. Come for one or come 
for all!  More information at www.
applewild.org or call 978-342-6053. 
The admission office also schedules 
daily tours.

Coming in February at Souhegan:
PTSA sponsored Parent Discussion:  Meet the Administrators
Wednesday, 2/12, 5:30-7pm, Writing Center (Room 209)
Parents and Community Members Encouraged to Attend

SHS Pops Concert with Concert Choir, Acappella Singers, 
Handbell Ensemble and Concert Band
Wednesday, 2/12, 7pm
Free and open to the public

Jazz Night 
Featuring jazz trumpeter & vocalist Christine Fawson and her Trio 

as well as jazz ensembles from Souhegan, Hampstead, Woodbury, and 
Nashua South high schools
Friday, 2/14, 7pm
Admission: $10, $8 for students and seniors

Poetry Out Loud Recitation Contest: An evening of poetry and music
Tuesday, 2/18, 6:30pm
Free and open to the public

What do those numbers mean? 
They are, respectively, the stagger-
ing costs of an in-state, out-of-state, 
and private college education over 
four years. Students today are facing 
skyrocketing costs associated with 
attending college. More than 66% 
of college students take out student 
loans. New Hampshire students 
typically fall into the highest cate-
gory of post-college debt, averaging 
$27,000-$32,000 to be paid back. 
Even our state schools are among 
the most expensive in the country. 
For many parents, these amounts 
are more than they paid for their 
homes. [Business Insider: The High 
Price of Higher Education]

There is a local solution. The 
Souhegan Scholarship Foundation 
is that solution--but we need your 
help!

The Souhegan Scholarship Foun-
dation, a 501c3 organization, serves 
the college-bound students of the 
Souhegan Valley. Since 2004, the 
SSF has given more than $105,000 
in scholarships to students in Am-
herst and Mont Vernon, NH. Our 

local high-school students have 
shown dedication to scholarship 
and community service, and de-
serve our assistance with the high 
costs of higher education. We have 
provided scholarships to local stu-
dents who are enrolled in all area 
schools, both public and private, 
and to home schoolers.

Please consider making a tax-de-
ductible donation to our worthy 
scholars. Any donation, no matter 
how large or how small, is greatly 
appreciated.

There are two ways to donate! We 
accept PayPal credit card donations 
on our website, www.souhegan-
scholarshipfoundation.org, or you 
may mail donations to us at:

 
Souhegan Scholarship Foundation

PO Box 323
Amherst, NH 03031

 
Visit our website to make a do-

nation, to find the tax ID number, 
or for more information on schol-
arship applications, deadlines, and 
general information.

mainstreet-nh.comThe New Way to Shop Local

Let’s Get Social!
www.amherstcitizen.com

Candidates Running for School 
District Offices

Candidates for Amherst School District Offices:

Candidates for Mont Vernon School District Offices:

Candidates for Souhegan Cooperative School District Offices:


