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Thank You to the Community
To the editor:

I would like to thank all the wonderful people who so generously sup-
ported my family and me with cards, notes, food, scholarship donations, 
thoughts, prayers, and/or attendance at my daughter Janet’s memorial ser-
vice a few weeks ago.  I feel unbelievably fortunate to live in such a warm 
and caring community.
 

Nancy Head
Amherst

Thanks for the Most Successful 
Pancake Palooza Yet!
To the editor:

Team Earley would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all who 
made the 2014 Pancake Palooza the most successful Pancake breakfast 
fundraiser yet! 

On Sunday February 2nd , Team Earley held its 6th annual Pancake 
breakfast at Souhegan HS Café with record attendance, and record num-
ber of pancakes served. This year’s event featured the 2nd Annual NH Ma-
ple Syrup Producers “People’s Choice Taste-Off”; John Dowd and the HS 
Climbing wall; Porter Dodge as the DJ, countless volunteers, and over 60 
Raffle and Silent Auction items, all thankfully donated by local Souhegan 
Valley businesses and friends of Team Earley. We would like to extend a 
special thank you to Tony Tiner and the Amherst Super Wal-Mart who 
have faithfully supported Pancake Palooza since its inception.

 Thank you from all of us at Team Earley
 

Gregory Earley, Event Director
Amherst

Re-Elect Facey to School Board
To the editor:

My name is Amy Facey and I am running for re-election to the Amherst 
District School Board.

I have lived in Amherst for over 20 years with my husband, Eric.  We 
have raised our three children here and watched them flourish in our pub-
lic schools.  Jack, a senior, and Rachael, a sophomore, both attend Souhegan 
High School, and Seth is a seventh grader at the Amherst Middle School.  
While staying home to raise our children, I have been an active volunteer 
in our schools, community, and various organizations.  My professional 
career was in housing finance, policy and investment, and concentrated on 
budget and financial analysis. The challenge was always to maximize ef-
fective utilization of funds within the constraints of limited resources and 
government regulations. This experience has translated well to our school 
budgetary process.  My educational background includes a B.A. in English 
from UNH and a Master of Public Administration from Northeastern Uni-
versity.

While I have served on the Board for two years, this year we decided to 
conduct our business a little differently.  We developed five Board Com-
mitments to drive our work, track our progress, and provide a mechanism 
for accountability.  Our five Commitments include Elementary and Mid-
dle School Excellence, Diligent Fiscal Oversight, Inspirational and Effective 
Teaching, Innovative Technology Integration, and SAU Strategic Planning.  
Our Board is proud to present the voters a fair contract with the Amherst 
Education Association, as well as a fiscally sound and responsible budget 
that supports our Commitments.

My individual work this year has focused on the Commitment to Inspi-
rational and Effective Teaching through several initiatives, including devel-
oping a program to evaluate our teachers and administrators, implemen-
tation of the State Standards for Literacy, and evaluating consistent report 
card and grading models for SAU 39. Previously, I served on the Math Pro-
gram Review Committee and the SAU Hours Based Calendar Committee.  
I am currently the Liaison to the Recreation Commission, a Board Member 
of RSEC, and complete bimonthly reviews of the District Manifest.    

I am committed to continuing my work to meet the specific and collec-
tive goals of our school community, and I ask for your support.

Thank you,
Amy Facey
Amherst

Support Mullens For Re-Election 
To the editor:

I would like to start by saying what a valuable experience these past 6 
years on the Souhegan Cooperative School Board have been.  When I first 
ran for School Board, the thought of committing three years to this chal-
lenging position seemed daunting.  Amazingly, those years passed very 
quickly, and I felt that I was just coming down a steep learning curve.  I 
also found myself involved with initiatives that I wanted to see through.  I 
was co-chairing school calendar initiatives for optimal student learning, 
our board was prioritizing and budgeting for the recommendations of a 
facilities study we commissioned, I was involved in a high school security 
review, we were starting the endeavor of hiring a new superintendent, and 
much more.  I felt compelled to serve again and, thankfully, the voters gave 
me that opportunity.  

Fast forward three years and I find myself at the end of my second term.  
I have enjoyed serving in many more capacities over these past three years 
such as the high school Scheduling Committee and SAU 39 Policy Com-
mittee, and I continue to be a member of our high school’s Community 
Council. I also had the privilege of serving as Board Chair this past year, as 
well as a member of the SAU 39 Strategic Planning Steering Committee.  I 
am excited about the direction our Board, the high school, and the SAU are 
going in.  I am especially proud of the work that we as a board have accom-
plished through the Budget Study Committee and am looking forward to 
continuing our mission of examining every aspect of the budget in greater 
depth throughout the year.  I am energized by the administration’s forward 
thinking.  And I have enjoyed the process of examining the strengths and 
opportunities in our SAU so that we can develop a strategic plan that will 
best serve our students.  I continue to enjoy the work that I am doing and 
feel that I have goals to complete.  For this reason I am, once again, asking 
the voters to support me in my quest for re-election to the Souhegan Coop-
erative School Board.  Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,
Mary Lou Mullens

Support Ayers for Library Trustee
To the editor:

My name is Kimberly Ayers and I am running for Library Trustee.  I have 
been an active member of the Friends of the Amherst Library since 2005, 
serving as Chair for four of those years. As a Friend of the Library I estab-
lished online book selling via eBay and Amazon in 2006, raising thousands 
of extra dollars over the past seven years. I also spearheaded the addition of 
PayPal to the Friends website to facilitate easy online payment for member-
ship, museum trips and fund raising events.  In addition, the New Hamp-
shire Library Trustees Association has invited me to present at their annu-
al conference on three occasions.

I am running for Library Trustee because I am committed to the library 
and dedicated to its role in our community.  The library is not only a source 
of information and entertainment, it is also a concert hall, museum, lecture 
hall and community center. I believe that my ideas and enthusiasm, togeth-
er with my professional experience as a business development consultant, 
will help the library advance and modernize its mission and retain its rep-
utation as the “gem of Amherst.” 

As a Library Trustee, I would focus on developing technology-based ini-
tiatives that would enhance the services offered by the Library and reach 
more members of the community.  For example, the Library might attract 
and benefit middle school and high school students by using the popular 
video game Minecraft (digital Lego’s) to teach math, physics, history and 
even basic Java programming skills; such an initiative would take the in-
terests of these age groups and creatively channel them towards something 
educational. I would also explore ways to expand the Library’s eBook col-
lection by focusing on negotiations with publishers to reduce the cost of 
library eBooks and to make it possible for library patrons to donate eBooks 
purchased on their personal devices to their local libraries.

My life has been built on perseverance and I am not afraid to tackle diffi-
cult tasks. I earned a B.S. in Physics and four months after graduating from 
college I moved to Japan where I lived for seven years.  While there I learned 
and mastered the language, including reading and writing over 1300 “kan-
ji” characters.  After returning to the U.S. I worked for several years as a full 
time business development consultant for high-tech firms wishing to enter 
the Japanese market; I continue to do this work on a part-time basis.  I be-
lieve that my market research and cross-cultural negotiation skills would 
be invaluable to the Library.  And, my professional exposure to new and 
emerging web and IT technologies would enable me to assist the library as 
it faces new technological developments and challenges.  As a mother of a 
10 and 12 year old, I am not only skilled at juggling and managing the mul-
tiple priorities of family and work, but I also know firsthand how hard it is 
to keep children engaged in learning outside of school.

I am enthusiastic about the possibility of further contributing to the Am-
herst community by serving as a Library Trustee and I believe that my ex-
perience and knowledge have prepared me to serve in this capacity with 
skill and commitment.

I respectfully ask for your vote on Tuesday, March 11 at Souhegan High 
School. 

Kimberly Ayers
Amherst
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Letters To the editor:

Support  2 Year Agreement With 
School Professional Staff
To the editor:

On March 11th, the Amherst School Board will be presenting to voters 
a two-year contract for the Amherst School District professional staff.  The 
agreement allows us to accomplish a few long sought-after goals.  First, it 
allows us to conduct our school year on an hours-based calendar giving 
us greater flexibility and more instructional time.   Second, the proposed 
agreement achieves savings through the elimination of the costly JY health 
insurance plan.   Third, new language in the contract allows our admin-
istration greater flexibility around reductions in force.   Finally, the new 
agreement includes a 0% cost of living increase in the first year, two steps, 
and a one-time percentage increase of 1.25% to teachers on the top step.  In 
year two, there is a 1.5% cost of living increase for all teachers and one step.

The Amherst School Board is delighted to have reached an agreement 
with the teachers. Last year, we were unsuccessful in our efforts to reach 
an agreement and our teachers are working without a contract as a result.  
They did not receive any salary increases this year and the new agreement 
does not call for any retroactive pay.

We believe this is a fair contract that offers advantages to students, teach-
ers and taxpayers.  We encourage voters to support the agreement, as Am-
herst is fortunate to have some of the very best teachers in New Hampshire 
and we value them immensely.

Sincerely,
Amherst School Board Members
Peg Bennett
Amy Facey
Lucienne Foulks
Jim Manning
Paul Prescott

 Please Vote “Yes” on Conservation 
Articles
To the editor:

Do you and your family hike in any of the extensive trail systems or hunt 
or study wildlife on Amherst’s 2,500 conserved acres? Do you simply ad-
mire the rural ambiance that comes with a large forested open space as a 
backdrop to Amherst Village? If so, please seriously consider voting “YES” 
on the following articles on March 11.

Article 37 – To Reclassify 709 feet of Grater Road from Class VI to Class 
V

Grater Road is located off Baboosic Lake Road as you approach the Mer-
rimack border. The Town purchased land at the end of Grater Road last 
year for open space conservation purposes. From the end of the pavement, 
the road is unpaved and is privately maintained although publicly used for 
709 feet to its end at a private residence at the Merrimack-Amherst town 
line. These 709 feet are classified Class VI. 

By NH State regulation, Class VI roads cannot be maintained; no 
snow-plowing, no road maintenance allowed. Last summer the Amherst 
Conservation Commission established a trailhead parking lot and infor-
mation kiosk adjacent to the Class VI segment. The ACC wishes to make 
this trailhead accessible for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing in the 
winter but the Class VI classification prohibits all maintenance such as 
plowing by the DPW. 

Reclassifying the 709 feet to Class V will allow DPW road maintenance. 
The DPW director has stated the costs of snowplowing this short segment 
is nearly zero with no impact to his budget.

Article 38 – To Reclassify Old Joppa Hill Road from Class VI to a Class 
B Trail

Old Joppa Hill Road lies off the Horace Greeley Highway in the northeast 
corner of Amherst and runs to and through a portion of open space conser-
vation land known as Joppa Hill Farm. Being classified Class VI, Old Joppa 
Hill Road by law cannot be maintained nor can traffic on it be regulated.

Reclassifying this short road to a Class B Trail means it can be regulated 
by town agencies. The ACC, through the Selectmen, can establish the same 
usage regulation as in other conservation areas; closed to all motorized ve-
hicles so as to benefit wildlife and the abutters. There is no cost impact to 
this article.

Article 39 – 100% LUCT funds to the Conservation Fund
When land held in Current Use tax status is sold for development, the 

developer pays a tax equal to 10% of the market value. Many years ago, 
town meeting voted 50% of these funds for the ACC’s Land Conservation 
Fund. The other 50% goes into an LUCT fund administered by the Select-
men.

As we are all aware, development has been very low for many years and 
the ACC current use income has averaged about $38,000 per year. This 
money allows us to buy only the equivalent of one vacant lot for every twen-
ty that gets developed, whereas the 100% allocation would allow us to pre-
serve one lot for every ten. The price for open space acreage easily gets to 
six figures. The Conservation Fund acts as a year-over-year growing cash 
reserve available to the Conservation Commission (with Selectmen’s ap-
proval) for land and easement purchases when the owner cannot wait until 
the next Voting Day.

We prefer to purchase open space acreage adjacent to existing conser-
vation lands in order to preserve Amherst’s many desirable rural charac-
teristics; contiguous roaming habitat for wildlife and passive recreation for 
us all. 

Passage of this article will provide a long term boost to our rural way of 
life and meet many of the town’s goals in the Master Plan with minimal an-
nual impact on taxes. 

John Harvey
ACC Chairman

Letters not published in the February 25th issue will be considered for the March 6th issue.


