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Town NewsBulletin Board
Spanish is Fun with Senora Rowley

Mondays in March at 3:30pm  
March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31
Senora Rowley is once again generously donating her time and energy to intro-

duce Amherst children to the joys of speaking Spanish.   Register online for this 
5-week series of Spanish songs, rhymes, activities, and fun!  For children ages 4 
and up.

BYPC presents Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast”
Friday March 21st @ 7:00 pm
Saturday March 22 @ 1:00 & 7:00 pm
At Derryfield School, Manchester 
Tickets: etix.com and BYPC 472-3894
$12 students/seniors
$15 adults

DISCUSSION GROUP at TOADSTOOL BOOKSHOP
On the first Thursday of each month, the discussion group meets from  7PM  

to  8:30PM.  We share ideas on philosophy, current affairs and familiar truths. For 
more information contact: Norah at 673 – 6948.    

Open to All Southern New Hampshire Women
The Amherst Area Newcomers Club  monthly holds social gatherings both infor-

mational and entertaining. The club also has subgroups, which include Book Group, 
Bunco, Crafts, Golf, Knitting, Out-to-Lunch and Walking groups. Early December 
the club hosts an annual “Breakfast with Santa”, for the community, which is op-
tional for members to participate in. If interested in joining the membership annual 
fee is $20 (only $1.67 a month). For information and calendar of events visit www.
nhnewcomers.com or contact Lorelei at 488-0781. RSVP’s are appreciated, but 
not necessary. 

Amherst Juniors Open for New Members!
Our mission is civic needs, educational advancement and those less fortunate. 

Our goals are achieved with the assistance and generosity of businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals.

We are in need of women with motivation and dedication to join us in growing 
our mission even further within our surrounding communities.

Please email us at memberships@amherstjuniors.org.  Our website is www.
amherstjuniors.org.  Call Barb @ 508-783-3686 or Karen @305-3046 for more 
information. Join Us! 

AJWC Funds Available For Area Non-Profits
The Amherst Junior Women’s 

Club invites non-profit organiza-
tions in need of charitable contri-
butions to apply for a donation. 
Throughout the year, the AJWC 
raises money and then disburses 
those funds within the community. 
Request must follow these 
guidelines:
• Requesting organization must be 

a non-profit.
• Organization does not need to 

have an Amherst address but 
must service the local communi-
ty.

• Request must be submitted by 
Monday March 31, 2014, in 
writing or by email.

Request must contain the  
following information:
• Name of the organization, 

mailing address, e-mail address, 
website (if available), telephone 
number and contact name.

• Copy of 501 (c) (3) letter or 
non-profit letter.

• Dollar amount requested.
• How would donated funds be 

used?
• How does requesting organiza-

tion currently benefit Amherst 
and greater community?

• How does organization’s objec-
tive correspond to mission of the 
AJWC?

AJWC mission is explained  
below.
• When was organization estab-

lished? Provide brief history of 
organization.

• How does organization fund 
itself, i.e. Federal/state/local 
grants?

• What is organization’s annual 
budget? Include any expected 
shortfalls.

The AJWC is an organization of 
women who volunteer their time, 
energy and talent to enhance the 
community. The club’s mission is 
to focus efforts on civic needs, ed-
ucational advancement and the less 
fortunate.

Once approved, funds will be dis-
tributed no later than June 15th, 
2014. Only chosen recipients will be 
notified of disbursements.

Questions may be emailed to 
Cyndy Otto at cyndy.otto@gmail.
com. Please reference “CIP Request” 
in subject line. For information, 
please visit our website at www.am-
herstjuniors.org. Our mailing ad-
dress is AJWC, CIP Request, P.O. 
Box 513, Amherst, NH 03031.

Amherst Garden Club Offers   
Annual Scholarship

AMHERST – The Amherst Gar-
den Club is offering two $1,500 
scholarship awards to qualified stu-
dents this spring.  The scholarships 
are available to Amherst or Mont 
Vernon residents who will be at-
tending an institute of higher learn-
ing to study horticulture, botany, 
plant science, landscape design, or 
environmental science as it relates 
directly to horticulture, or another 
related field.  The Garden Club be-
lieves it has the opportunity to im-
pact our planet in a beneficial way 
by supporting the education of stu-
dents who have an interest in a field 
closely allied in some way with hor-
ticulture.

Applications are available from 
student services or guidance offic-

es at Souhegan High School, Bishop 
Guertin High School, and the Der-
ryfield School.  Other Amherst and 
Mont Vernon students or graduates 
can get the application from Sue Al-
ger at 673-5664 or on the Amherst 
Garden Club website, www.amher-
stgardenclub.org.  There are two ap-
plications forms available, one for 
high school seniors and one for high 
school graduates who are presently 
college age or older.

Souhegan High School students 
need to return their applications to 
the high school student services of-
fices by April l.  All other applicants 
should mail their applications to the 
Amherst Garden Club, Attn: Schol-
arship Committee, PO Box 694, 
Amherst, NH 03031 by April 1.

Commentary

Is Dividing and Selling Forestview Cemetery Land a Simple Act?
Someone posted on the Internet:   “The Warrant Article is on the bal-

lot as well as a budget item from the selectmen to make funds available 
to purchase 8 - 10 acres. Its (sic) a simple formula; if 50% of the voters 
plus 1 more person vote yes on these the fields will be saved.”………….And 
another quote, also posted: “Article; 26 authorizes the town to allocate 
$180,000 to buy 8 - 10 acres of land at Cemetery Fields. Article 40 will 
give them the authority to do it.” Anyone who thinks that the land can 
be sold simply, ASAP, can contact the Attorney General’s Office and 
ask Terry Knowles, the Assistant Director of Charitable Trusts. It is not 
simple; it is quite a lengthy process with many legal hurdles and possible 
litigations for which taxpayers may foot the bill, well beyond any $180K 
appropriation.

What Would Happen   IF   Articles 26 And 40 Passed?
The law states that the current Cemetery Trustees stay on for 90 days, 

after the 3/11/14 election, until June 9, 2014.  Then, on June 10, the New 
Selectmen-Cemetery Trustees could begin a discussion with the Trust-
ees of Trust Funds regarding the initiation of a petition to the Probate 
Court regarding the potential sale of the cemetery land. If the New Se-
lectmen-Cemetery Trustees and Trustees of Trust Funds agree to rec-
ommend the division and sale of any part of the property, the procedure 
that must be followed is listed below.

Funding will be needed for this process including the cost of engi-
neering studies, surveying the entire parcel, obtaining a fair market ap-
praisal of the property, and for legal fees.  These expenses are borne by 
the taxpayers of the Town of Amherst. 

The $180K appropriation in Article 26 can only be used “for the pur-
pose of purchasing a portion of the land located on the 47.85 acre parcel 
that includes land known as Cemetery Fields.” It cannot be used for land 
sale-expenses or  legal bills, e.g. legal fees at the AG and Probate level, 
and the possibility of additional legal fees for any lawsuits, (see  below.)  

THE PROCESS: In Chronological Order, If Warrant  
Articles 26 And 40 Pass

1. A MEETING: The Selectmen/Cemetery Trustees and the Trustees 
of Trust Funds would meet to discuss whether or not to recommend a 
petition be filed with the probate court regarding the sale of any or all 
of the cemetery property.  If the vote is in the affirmative, the following 
steps must be taken before the petition can be filed.

2. SURVEYOR & EXPENSES: The New Selectmen-Cemetery Trust-
ees would have to ask the Town to fund the cost of hiring a surveyor for 
purposes of preparing a survey of the entire property.

3. INFORMATION: The Selectmen/Cemetery Trustees and Trust-
ees of Trust Funds may want to have a subdivision survey prepared as 
well, however, it is important to keep in mind the Attorney General is a 
necessary party to any petition filed with the court and that office may 
object to the petition in its entirety and/or object to any subdivision of 
the property.

4. FAIR MARKET APPRAISAL:  The next step is to engage the ser-
vices of an independent appraiser for purposes of obtaining a fair mar-
ket appraisal of the property.

5. STUDIES AND EXPENSES: Next, the New Selectmen-Cemetery 
Trustees may need to obtain the items listed below. Again, the expense 
for these items would be the Town’s, as Cemetery Trust Funds may only 
be used for Cemetery Maintenance, Cemetery Expansion or Ceme-
tery Capital Improvements…not for services to make the land saleable. 
Again, the 180K appropriation can only be used “for the purpose of pur-
chasing a portion of the land located on the 47.85 acre Parcel that in-
cludes land known as Cemetery Fields.” …not for land sale-prep service 
bills.
A. An engineering study of the property to determine whether or not the 

land to be excluded from the playing fields parcel is appropriate for 
the burial of human remains.  The Judge of Probate and the Attorney 
General will insist on this information before making any decision.

B.   Grasshopper Sparrow Management issues/inspections by NH Fish 
and Game Department.

6. CY PRES PETITION AND EXPENSES: Next, the New Select-
men-Cemetery Trustees and the Trustees of Trust Funds, after obtain-
ing and reviewing these appraisals, studies and issues, may ask their at-
torney to draft a Petition for Cy Pres, using the information obtained in 

above to present to  the AG and the NH Circuit Court, Probate Division. 
This Petition would ask the AG and the Court, to allow the dividing of 
this land originally purchased through an order of the court with cem-
etery trust funds and to subsequently permit the Town of Amherst to 
buy the subdivided parcel at fair market value.  The proceeds from the 
sale of the property would then be held in the custody of the Trustees of 
Trust Funds and used solely for cemetery purposes.

CY PRES:  Under the Doctrine of Cy Pres, the petitioners must prove 
to the Court and to the Attorney General that it is impossible or imprac-
tical to use the land for cemetery purposes and “In reaching such a deci-
sion the trustees, consistent with their fiduciary duties, would need to de-
termine and show that the property to be sold is not needed for cemetery 
purposes now or in the future, and that the remaining property is suffi-
cient/appropriate for cemetery purposes/needs, or that they would pur-
chase other land sufficient for cemetery purposes.  In short, they would 
need to determine that such a sale was in the best interest of the cemetery 
trust.  Furthermore, trustees would need to realize a fair market return 
on such a sale and maximize the value of their charitable asset.” (AG An-
thony Blenkinsop, May 17, 2013)

7. TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUND APPROVAL: “…because the 
Trustees of the Trust Fund were parties on both the first Cy Pres petition 
in the 1980s and then also on the subsequent petition to purchase the 
Forestview Cemetery land so they are a necessary party to any litigation 
involving Cemetery Fields.” (Terry Knowles, AG’s office January 14, 2014)

8. FILING Next, the New Selectmen-Cemetery Trustees and their 
attorney will file the Cy-Pres Petition with the AG and the NH Circuit 
Court; Probate Division   The AG’s Office will review the petition and 
then render its opinion on the petition to the Circuit Court, Probate Di-
vision, where the case will be heard.

9. PRESENTING THE CASE:  The petition will be the subject of 
hearings before the probate court and it is possible other individuals, 
including abutters, may file motions to intervene in the case.   The Gras-
set/Merrill parties in the lawsuit may file a court objection, which could 
slow down the process to months or years. If that is the case the Supe-
rior Court 1999 Settlement remains in force for the September 1, 2014 
return of Cemetery Fields to its original purpose as a Cemetery, with 
the cessation of playing field use, and removal of all existing equipment. 
That decision was reached in a Court Settlement, between the Select-
men acting as the Town of Amherst, and the Grasset/Merrill parties 
who brought the suit.  (The Selectmen have never gone back to court to 
appeal this, because THEY agreed to the Court Settlement.)  Given the 
backlog in the New Hampshire court system it is possible the matter 
will not be scheduled for trial for months. 

10. DECISION: IF there are no obstacles/litigation, and IF Court 
grants the Petition, and the Trustees of Trust Funds and New Select-
men-Cemetery Trustees receive Court approval, the Attorney Gener-
al’s office and Probate Court would officially observe and manage the 
subdivision and sale, to make sure that the New Selectmen-Cemetery 
Trustees and the Trustees of Trust Funds are fulfilling their duties with 
regard to their fiduciary responsibilities as Trustees. 

11. FUNDING: If the Court approves the sale the citizens of Amherst 
will need to appropriate the money to purchase the court approved land 
sale, at Fair Market Value since this amount may well be more than the 
$180,000.00 proffered in Article 26.

12. OUTCOMES: If Article 26 passes, but Article 40 does not, the 
$180,000 will be returned to the town’s General Fund, because the cur-
rent Cemetery Trustees will remain in place, and they have voted to 
abide by the May 2, 1999 Superior Court Settlement between the Gras-
set/Merrill Party and the Town of Amherst….which states: “All recre-
ational activities at Cemetery Fields shall terminate not later than Sep-
tember 1, 2014 and the premises shall thereafter be used for cemetery 
purposes.”

If Article 40 passes, it means the town will have new Selectmen-Cem-
etery Trustees, who may take the taxpayers into the long and very pos-
sibly expensive, litigious process, as outlined above, with additional un-
known future costs to the taxpayers, over months and likely years.

Peter Bergin, Bill Belvin,   
Marie Grella, Cemetery Trustees
Amherst
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Great Art!
Lot’s of Gift Ideas, too!

Originals & Prints by over 35 local 
artists plus we have sports, family, 
nature, and general themed art, as 

well as many unique gifts.
View our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.
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always available

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4

“Mt. Washington Hotel” by Lee Howe

Big box stores can’t beat our prices, 
quality, variety, or personal 

service! Shop locally!

We have ready-made 

frames & mats!

Visit us at www.thewoolerynh.com

604 Gibbons Hwy, Wilton, NH  603-654-7030

Everything to make the 
perfect knitting project!

Snowed in? Knit your way to Spring!

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Poll Taker...
For odd jobs, most people count 

on me for experience, dedication, 
quality work – VOTE for the best!! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

FAMILY VISION CARE
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

Think Spring, Start Rowing!
The Baboosic Lake Rowing Club Spring Rowing Meeting Thurs-
day, March 6th at 7 PM at the Amherst Town Recreation Office

One way to get over the winter 
blues is to think about longer days, 
bright warm sunshine and lots of 
open water on Baboosic Lake to 
row on. The Baboosic Lake Rowing 
Club (BLRC) would like to invite all 
adults (22 years +) that are interest-
ed in the sport of rowing to please 
attend this meeting. The sport of 
rowing is taking over Baboosic Lake 
and the Amherst area and is provid-
ing the community with a different 
way to meet new people, have fun 
and get in shape.

The Spring Information meeting 
will take place on Thursday, March 
6th at 7PM at the Amherst Town 
Recreation Building. This meeting 
will introduce you to the sport of 
rowing (if you don’t already know 

about it), the practice and racing 
schedules as well as the require-
ments and expectations of being a 
member of this growing club.

The BLRC is a Non-Profit Row-
ing Club that supports and coaches 
a male and female adult and youth 
programs (Souhegan Rowing Club). 
So, if you are looking for a new chal-
lenge and a great opportunity to im-
prove your life, come and join the 
more than 60 members of the BLRC 
in ushering in a whole new season 
of rowing in Amherst!

If you need any additional in-
formation regarding the program, 
please contact the BLRC at baboosi-
clakerowing@yahoo.com Thank 
you for your consideration. We 
hope to be rowing with you soon!


