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Karen MacDonald, Director
Bonnie Angulas,  Children’s Program 
Director
Hours:
Tuesday 10-5:30
Wednesday 12-8
Thursday 10-5:30
Friday 2-6
Saturday 10-1
Sunday Closed
Monday Closed

Winter Storytime
Bundle the kids up and join us for 

6 weeks of stories and crafts start-
ing Thursday, Jan. 23rd.  Morning 
and afternoon sessions available.  
Preschool children ages 3-5 wel-
come!  Space is limited.  Registra-
tion required.  Call 673-7888 to reg-
ister today!
Lapsit

Come get your little ones reading 
ready with “The Very Ready reading 
Program” at the library.  Children 
ages 0-36 months can join us on the 
four Tuesdays in February from 10-
11pm for an hour of sharing books, 
songs, & playtime. Registration re-
quired.  Space is limited.  Call 6783-
7888 or stop in to sign up today!
Looking for a Co-chair for the 
Spring Gala Plant Sale

Do you have a green thumb, or 
just like to get your hands in the 
dirt? Maybe you just love dividing 
and re-potting plants to get them 
ready for a new home? The Friends 
of the Library are looking for a new 
co-chair to help run the plant sale at 
the library on Spring Gala Day, Sat-
urday, May 17. Dorothy Ledner is 
willing to stay on but needs some-
one to share the task. In order for 
the sale to be a success, some activi-
ties need to get underway before the 
day of the sale. This includes prepar-
ing in April so they have a chance to 
fill out by sale day a planter or two 
for a raffle, and organizing diggers 
to go to local gardens for those will-
ing to donate plants, but are unable 
to dig. In early May working with 
other volunteers in cleaning up the 
library gardens and spreading bark 
mulch would be helpful. Then as 
donated plants begin to arrive the 
first week in May, some may need to 
be re-potted. Plants will also need 
to be labeled and kept watered once 
dropped off at the library. The day 
before the sale plants need to be 
priced and set up by kind in front 
of the library. The sale will run from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. More complete de-
tails are available at the library.

The plant sale brings in a con-
siderable sum of money that bene-
fits library programs. Last year over 
$1600 was made. Questions and/or 
if interested contact either Dorothy 
at 672-0570, or the library at 673-
7888.
Book Discussion Program

On Monday, March 3, at 9:30 am., 
the second selection in the library’s 
2014 book discussion program 
will be discussed. “The Boys in the 
Boat: Nine Americans and Their 
Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 
Berlin Olympics ” by James Dan-
iel Brown was published in 2013 
and is non-fiction. The story caught 
the attention of many Americans 
as a young crew from the Universi-
ty of Washington in Seattle, made 
up of loggers, farmers, and ship-
yard workers, work hard to win the 
right to row for the US in front of 
Hitler in Berlin. The author’s work 
has been compared to Laura Hil-
lenbrand the author of “Seabiscuit” 
and “Unbroken.”
Book List for 2014

March 3 – non-fiction: The Boys 
in the Boat by James Daniel Brown

*April 7 – fiction: Dear Life: Sto-
ries by Alice Munro

May 5 – fiction: The Botany of 
Desire by Michael Pollan

*June 2 – non-fiction: Orphan 
Train by Christina Baker Kline

June 23 – non-fiction: In the 
Memory House by Howard Mans-

field
No July Discussion
August 4 –fiction: The Obituary 

Writer by Ann Hood
September 8 – non-fiction: Des-

tiny of the Republic: A Tale of Mad-
ness… by Candice Millard

October 6 –fiction: The Eyre Af-
fair by Jasper Fforde

November 3 – non-Fiction: The 
Devil in the White City: Murder, 
Magic and Madness… by Erik Lar-
son

December 1 – classic: The Gift of 
the Magi by O. Henry

* tentative
The group usually meets once 

a month and the meetings last an 
hour and a half to two hours. Par-
ticipants take turns bringing a light 
refreshment. No attendance re-
quirement – attend discussions 
that are of interest. The library pur-
chases a copy of each selection that 
may be checked out by library pa-
trons when the book is not reserved 
for the discussion. Multiple cop-
ies of the book are made available 
through inter-library loan. The pro-
gram is suitable for adults and open 
to Mont Vernon residents at no 
charge. For bookkeeping purposes, 
non-residents wanting to borrow a 
book will need to join the library, 
annual fee is $15. Questions call the 
library at 673-7888.
Lunch and Afternoon Movie 
Program

One more movie remains in the 
library’s Lunch and Afternoon 
Movie 2013-14 series:

April 14 – Kiss Me Kate (1953) 
THREE and a HALF STARS A 
musical comedy based on Shake-
speare’s “The Taming of the Shrew” 
starring Howard Keel, Kathryn 
Grayson, and Ann Miller.

NOTE – The showing of The 
Quiet Man scheduled for March 10 
has been canceled because of sched-
uling conflicts.

Participants are invited to come 
to the library at NOON with their 
lunch. There will be a short intro-
duction including notes of inter-
est about the film before it begins 
at about 12:30 pm. The program 
is FREE and suitable for adults. It 
is sponsored and funded by the 
Friends of the Library.

NOTE: Library Director Kar-
en MacDonald purchases copies 
of each movie for the library col-
lection. Once a move has been 
shown it is available to library pa-
trons. “Vertigo”, “Mr. Smith Goes 
to Washington”, “Friendly Persua-
sion”, “A Walk in the Clouds”, and 
“The Quiet Man” are now available.
Museum passes at the library

The following museum passes are 
available at the library to library pa-
trons. Two museums are free and 
one has a small co-pay. Two are in 
NH and one is in Boston. Check the 
websites listed below for further de-
tails.
Currier Museum of Art
www.currier.org
Two passes – each pass admits two

SEE Science Center
www.see-sciencecenter.org
Three family passes

* Museum of Fine Arts
www.mfa.org
Take away FLEX pass – one pass 
admits two adults

* The pass includes admittance to 
the new Art of the Americas Wing.

NOTE – there is a $10 co-pay for 
EACH adult. Some special exhibits 
require a ticket with an additional 
charge. (Without the library pass, 
the ticket price is $25 ($23 for se-
niors.)

Passes may be checked out for 
one week. (Take away and FLEX 
passes are not returned.) Late re-
turns will incur a $5 fine. Please call 
the library at 673-7888, or stop by 
to reserve a pass. Passes are made 
possible through the fund raising 
efforts of the Friends of the Daland 
Memorial Library.

Scholarship Applications Available
The Skenderian-McCollom-Griffin Scholarship applications are 

now available at the Mont Vernon Library, Mont Vernon Gener-
al Store and the Student Services office at Souhegan High School.  
These scholarships are awarded to Mont Vernon residents seeking 
post secondary education and are based on scholarship aptitude 
and need.  They may be awarded to both high school seniors and 
continuing education students.  Applications must be received by 
the Trustees of Trust Funds, Mont Vernon, prior to April 2, 2014.

Heart health is important and you think about it now and again. 
At St. Joseph Hospital in Nashua, we’ve got your heart 
in mind all the time. And with us, when you need the 

best cardiac care, your heart is in the right place. 

St. Joseph Hospital’s long-standing relationship with the 
region’s best cardiac team, Catholic Medical Center (CMC), 

has expanded to include a broad spectrum of vascular services. 
Working within a state-of-the-art environment in surgical, 

interventional and diagnostic services, our vascular surgeons 
are working closely with our primary and specialty care 

physician network to meet the vascular needs in the greater 
Nashua community. Working in concert with CMC cardiologists, 

we are proud that St. Joseph Healthcare is able to offer the 
most comprehensive cardiovascular care in the Nashua region.

For the best in cardiac care, call us at (603) 882.3000 
or visit us at StJosephHospital.com. 

Daland Memorial Library NewsConsider Voting for Default Budget
To the Editor

Mont Vernon voters, here’s the good news:
-  In 2013 our MV tax rate declined by 9 cents per $1000.
-  Our state tax rate ranking dropped from 16th highest to 31st.
-  MVVS actual expenditures are estimated at $150K less than the default 

budget for this fiscal year (FY).
-  The MVVS FY 2015 proposed budget is $340K lower than this year’s 

default budget, with a projected decrease of 11 students.
-  And the MVVS FY 2015 default budget is $129K lower than the pro-

posed budget.
But, the bad news is:

-  The Amherst Middle School (AMS) cost per student has significantly 
increased, even with a forecast of 37 less students in FY2015.  

-  The MVVS budget savings are only $50K instead of $225K, even though 
the MV decline is 15 students.

-  MVVS is proposing a building bond of almost $700K over 10 years.
-  The SHS FY 2015 proposed budget increases $140K.
-  And finally the MV town budget has proposed an 18.6% budget increase 

over 2013 actual expenditures and 5.8% over 2013 budget, plus other 
warrant articles. 

Most 21st century American businesses have learned:  “To do more with 
less” in order to remain competitive in the global economy.  SAU 39 schools 
have obviously not learned that lesson.  They are not even competitive with 
other high ranking public schools.

Using NH Department of Education data for FY13, SAU 39 District is in 
need of Improvement (DINI) for both Reading and Math.  Bedford had ac-
ceptable programs at the elementary, middle and high school.  Hollis had 
acceptable programs at both the middle and high school.  

 
School Tax Rate Cost per Reading
 Per $1000 Student Math
AMS $26.45 $17K DINI
B ES $22.17 $12K Acceptable
BMS      “ $11K  “
BHS      “ $11K Acceptable
HBMS $22.82 $13K       “
HBHS      “ $12K       “
MVVS $27.45 $15K DINI
SHS      “ $19K DINI

Bedford and Hollis have much better tax rates and the cost per student is 
less.  Compare these schools and tax rates in the following table. 

So what is the impact of all the above on the MV tax rate?  If the default 
budget is passed, it will reduce MV taxes $552 next year.  For 3 years now, 
MVVS has been running on a default SB2 budget with over a $100K surplus 
each year.  I recommend voting for another default budget this year.

MVVS is also requesting an almost $700K bond for building mainte-
nance and a controversial heating system upgrade.  Much of the minor 
work can be done within the default budget.  If passed, the tax impact of 
this bond in the second year will be $108 on a $300K house.  Again, I’m rec-
ommending a no vote!

And vote a default budget for SHS!  At a cost per student about 60% high-
er than Bedford and Hollis, SHS can certainly reduce their costs and not 
curtail students learning experience.  The $140K increase they’re proposing 
will add $209 to a $300K MV property tax bill. 

Tom McKinney
Mont Vernon

Mont Vernon Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

4 South Main Street
Mont Vernon
Church office: 673-3500 (open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m.)
Website: www.montvernonchurch.org

 

Please join us for Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m., with Commu-
nion on the first Sunday of each month.  Sunday School is held for 
children 6 and older, while childcare is available for children un-
der 6. All are welcome to coffee hour in the Round Room following 
worship. Weekly House of Prayer is held on Tuesdays, from 6:30 – 
7 p.m. – all are welcome.  Rev. Judie Bryant’s office hours are Tues-
days from noon – 4 p.m.  However, she can be reached through the 
church office at other times.

Retirement Reception
There will be a reception for Karen MacDonald, retiring Daland 
Memorial Library Director at the library on Friday, March 7, from 3-6 
p.m. Light refreshments will be provided. The community is invited to 
stop in to say farewell to Karen.

Daland Memorial Library News

Library Director to Retire
Karen MacDonald, long time Di-

rector of Mont Vernon’s Daland 
Memorial Library, announced her 
retirement effective March 18. Kar-
en began as Children’s Program Di-
rector in 2001, and became Library 
Director in 2003. For 13 years, she 
has worked tirelessly to serve the 
Mont Vernon community and bet-
ter the services of the Daland Me-
morial Library. People know her as 
a constant welcoming and helpful 
presence.

Under her tenure she set up and 
maintained the library website, 
worked to market the library and all 
that it does for the town, served as 
a positive role model for the library 
staff, and worked diligently to meet 
the many requests from library pa-
trons and community members. 
Whether it’s a book, movie, request 
for meeting space, or how to down-
load a book from the State Library 
website, Karen’s on it!

Karen also has been an active 
member of the Friends of the Li-

brary. She has spent hundreds of 
hours sorting books donated for 
the Friends’ annual book sale held 
each May on Spring Gala Day. On 
Halloween, she appears in costume 
while welcoming the several hun-
dred trick-or-treaters who visit the 
library. With all that Karen Mac-
Donald has done for the town of 
Mont Vernon and the Daland Me-
morial Library, the most important 
is that she has become a friend to 
many residents in town.

Karen is looking forward to hav-
ing more time to travel, spend time 
with her children and grandchil-
dren, and maybe read a few more 
books. She is planning to move with 
her husband to Connecticut in the 
spring.

Karen will be succeeded by cur-
rent Children’s Program Director 
Bonnie Angulas. Bonnie has done 
a wonderful job running the chil-
dren’s program. The Town Library 
Trustees and staff expect the tran-
sition to be seamless.
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