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The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

Letters To the editor:

Vote for Jeanne Ludt
To the editor:

We are writing to encourage Amherst voters to cast their vote for Jeanne 
Ludt for Supervisor of the Checklist on Election Day, March 11th   For the 
last six years, Jeanne has served unwaveringly to maintain the integrity of 
our voter rolls, create a collaborative relationship with the Town Clerk and 
the State Department of Elections, as well as communicate changes in the 
voting process to our community.

Although many community members have seen Jeanne in her role as 
Supervisor on Election Day helping people register and ensuring that the 
voting process goes smoothly, this is the most visible but by far the small-
est part of her job. The position entails an incredible amount of computer 
work:  entering all new voters, updating voter information, reports, follow 
up and filing.  Jeanne has spent the past six years doing all this and more.  
She has worked hard to communicate changes in the voter laws to the com-
munity, encourage new voters through registration drives at community 
events and created a collegial work environment among the supervisors.

Jeanne is thorough, conscientious and takes her commitment to uphold 
all Federal and State voting laws and procedures very seriously.  She has led 
our team with confidence, knowledge learned over the last six years, and 
a work ethic that challenges us all.  Please consider casting your vote for 
Jeanne Ludt for Supervisor of the Checklist.

 
Sincerely,
Fran Harrow and Maggie Paul, 
Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist

Support Carol Holden 
To the editor:

I am writing to ask our Amherst citizens to support Carol Holden in her 
bid for Supervisor of the Checklist. Hardly anyone who has lived in Am-
herst for more than a year does not know or has not heard of the tireless 
public service Carol has performed in her various elected and volunteer po-
sitions for the Town of Amherst, the County of Hillsborough and the State 
of NH. There is no doubt that candidate Carol Holden has nothing but your 
best interests at heart and the vast experience to insure it is a reality.

We have all witnessed of late and especially in the last elections the suc-
cessful attempts by outside non- residents and yes even the illegal acts of 
some of our legal residents- voting more than once in an attempt to cor-
rupt an election. We have also witnessed the many attempts by the State to 
legislate common sense voter ID laws in an open attempt to prevent voter 
fraud. I’m confident that Carol will insure the integrity of the votes cast 
from Amherst. Remember it takes 2 legal votes to undue the harm of 1 il-
legal vote. Amherst, New Hampshire and America cannot tolerate the as-
sault on our voting integrity. I’m most comfortable knowing Carol Holden 
is overseeing that critical function. I urge you to consider and vote for Carol 
as our next Supervisor of the Checklist.  Insure your vote will count.

Thank You,
Peter T. Hansen 
Amherst

Nate Jensen For Amherst School 
District Moderator
To the editor:

My name is Nathaniel Jensen and I am running for Amherst School Dis-
trict Moderator. As a stay-at-home father with young kids of school age, I 
am deeply concerned about education and strongly motivated to offer my 
service to the town in this area.  

My professional background covers a lot of ground.  I began my career as 
a Peace Corps Volunteer teacher for two years in Eastern Europe, which I 
followed up with a year working with learning disabled children at a small 
school in Concord.  I then entered the U.S. Foreign Service and acquired 
extensive experience in government at the federal and international level as 
a U.S. diplomat.  During my ten years with the State Department, I worked 
on many different complicated and often controversial issues in some of 
the most dangerous places in the world.   After leaving the federal govern-
ment in 2007, I entered the private sector and I have extensive experience 
as a businessman working in large corporations, as well as consulting with 
a number of technology-based startup companies. 

In Amherst, I have been an on-call fire fighter for nearly four years and 
have been involved in town politics as an alternate member of the Ways & 
Means Committee and Capital Improvement Plan Committee.  I have also 
been active in various other community, charity, and social organizations 
in town.   

I put my name forward to be Amherst School District Moderator be-
cause I believe that with my background I have a lot to offer our commu-
nity and, if I’m elected, I look forward to serving the children, parents, and 
taxpayers of the town of Amherst.

Please vote for me on March 11 for Amherst School District Moderator.
Best regards,
Nate Jensen
Amherst

Please Join Me In Re-Electing Jim 
Manning
To the editor:

Please join me in voting for Jim Manning, who is seeking re-election to 
the Amherst School Board on March 11th.  I have worked with Jim for the 
last three years and he has made a fantastic contribution to the work of the 
Amherst School Board.  As a 14-year resident of Amherst and the father of 
three school-aged children, Jim is actively involved in our schools and our 
town.  He has his finger on the pulse of what is happening in town, in our 
schools and among parents of school aged children.  Jim is smart, articu-
late, and passionate.  His business and managerial experience bring a dif-
ferent perspective to the board that makes him an enormous asset to our 
school district.  His work on helping us develop a multi-year strategic plan 
for SAU 39 is just one example.  His knack for asking tough questions and 
making people really think have helped us deliver on our board commit-
ments, including educational excellence and fiscal discipline.  Again, please 
join me in re-electing Jim Manning on March 11th.

 
Sincerely,
Peg Bennett
Amherst

Manning Asks for Your Vote
To the editor:

On Wednesday, February 12th, the Southern New Hampshire branch of 
the American Association of University Women sponsored their 2nd An-
nual Amherst Candidates Night.  The event represented a wonderful op-
portunity for all candidates appearing on the March 11th ballot to connect 
with voters in Amherst, and I sincerely appreciated the invitation.

Regrettably, I was not able to participate due to a longstanding business 
trip.  Therefore, I would like to make a few written comments given my ab-
sence.

First, I would like to wish good luck to every candidate on the March 11th 
ballot.  During my three year tenure on the Amherst School Board, I have 
come to appreciate the level of commitment it takes to be a public servant.  
The time spent away from family, a child’s sporting event or other hobbies 
and activities to serve the citizens of Amherst can be a sacrifice, but one 
that’s well worth it.  Therefore, I want to thank all the candidates running 
for office this year, for your desire to serve our community and to continue 
to make Amherst a very special place to call home.

Second, when I chose to run in 2011, I did so with my three boys in mind.  
My sons, Jack (13), Luke (10) and Cole (8) have been in the Amherst school 
system since we moved here in 2004.  We ultimately chose Amherst for its’ 
strong sense of community, its’ historic beauty and its’ model school sys-
tem.   And yet, I ran because I observed areas where our schools could get 
better at a time when pressures to improve student learning AND reduce 
costs are ever growing.  Over the last three years, I believe we have done 
a tremendous job achieving those seemingly opposing goals, as evidenced 
by the introduction of our rigorous new math curriculum, while simulta-
neously presenting either flat or negative budgets to the voters in each of 
the last two years.  Still, there is more work to be done, and I’m looking for-
ward to working on the SAU39 strategic plan and in delivering on our five 
Amherst School Board commitments, focusing on educational excellence 
AND fiscal discipline. 

Finally, I’d like to ask for your vote on March 11th so I might finish the 
work we began three years ago, in making the Amherst school system the 
best place in New Hampshire to educate your child at a reasonable cost to 
our citizens.

Please vote for me on March 11th for Amherst School Board.
Thank you,
Jim Manning

Not Representing New Hampshire
To the editor:

We are suffering from buyer’s remorse. Shannon Chandley is a very nice 
person but she does not represent the views of the people of New Hamp-
shire. I believe the majority of us want limited government (especially af-
ter the fiasco of Obamacare and the lies surrounding it), low taxes, and a 
business-friendly state (at one time there were more jobs than applicants).

Here’s what she thinks the people of New Hampshire want:
No school choice. Voted against increasing funding for charter schools
In state tuition for illegal immigrants
Medicaid expansion under Obamacare so there will be enormous debt 

when the Federal funds run out (if they appear at all). This may eventually 
lead to a state income tax and sales tax to pay for the expansion. 

No tort reform so medical care costs will remain high
Increased regulations on business so the small business owner will never 

get ahead or venture to increase his/her business and we won’t see any new 
small businesses.

Higher gas tax.
Susan Herceg,
 Amherst

Carol Holden for Supervisor of the 
Checklist
To the editor:

Carol Holden for Supervisor of the Checklist?  That’s a no brainer.  Hav-
ing done yeoman’s work in the House, as a County Commissioner and as 
School District Moderator this lady is more than qualified for the position.  
Please vote with me for Carol Holden for Supervisor of the Checklist.

Tedd Landon
Amherst

 

Please Vote for Carol Holden
To the editor:

I would strongly encourage all Amherst voters to support Carol Holden 
for Supervisor of the Checklist. Carol knows election law inside and out 
and she had a role in drafting some of these laws when she was a State Rep-
resentative. Carol will ensure the rules and regulations surrounding vot-
er registration and elections are applied correctly and fairly. As she stated 
during the candidates’ forum, she is in favor of enforcing current election 
law so that we know who is voting in Amherst. That seems quite reason-
able, yet her opponent seemed to indicate that she doesn’t have much use 
for recently passed Voter ID legislation. We need to show ID for many 
transactions we conduct on a daily basis. It is not unreasonable to expect 
that ID be shown in order to be given a ballot. Carol realizes the impor-
tance of ballot integrity and fair elections and will surely apply her skills 
and knowledge to the position of Supervisor of the Checklist. Please vote 
for Carol Holden on March 11.

Mark Vincent
Amherst

SHS is “The Most Valuable Asset” 
For Amherst and Mont Vernon
To The editor:

I am writing this letter to state that I am running to continue as a member 
of the Souhegan School Board and am asking you to come to the polls on 
March 11th and to vote to support me in reelection to the Souhegan Board.  
I have served over  three terms on the board and have both enjoyed and 
been challenged during each of these years. The Budget Study Committee, 
on which I served, brought a focus to examining our budget in depth and 
concentrating on assuring we are maximizing the value we are receiving 
for every dollar spent.  I am excited about the direction our Board, the high 
school, and the SAU are going in moving Souhegan forward in expanding 
educational opportunities for students both in and beyond the classroom.

In its statement to the voters this year the Souhegan Advisory Finance 
Committee stated that, “Souhegan High School is the most valuable asset 
of the towns of Amherst and Mont Vernon.”  I absolutely agree with this 
statement and have thoroughly enjoyed having the privilege of serving to 
foster the growth and development of our high school as a member of the 
Souhegan Board.  I am once again asking for your support and your vote on 
March 11th so that I may continue this work.

Sincerely
Frances J Harrow

ACA Proposes a 1.1% Reduction in 
Spending
To the editor:

This year, while the Board of Selectman support a tax increase over 7%, 
the ACA supports a 1.1 % reduction in spending. Our voters guide provides 
the details on each warrant article. 

In general: While we commend the BOS for making huge progress with 
respect to  conducting our towns business in a much more transparent 
manner than any other board in the past 10 years, we are still concerned 
with their attitude towards spending. 

It is no secret that the town of Amherst has been the victim of very bad 
management practices and suffered from a failure of past boards to recog-
nize the glaring need for true long term strategic planning. The taxpayers 
have paid and paid again for these shortcomings in recent years.  We at the 
ACA believe in and support, the current boards objectives in this area but 
don’t think it is fair to the taxpayers to demand unjustified amounts of ad-
ditional tax dollars to almost instantly correct some of the mistakes of the 
past. We strongly believe in a measured approach, over a period of time to 
reach several goals, in a way that will not continue the pilling on of town 
debt and the potential for double digit property tax increases.   We contin-
ue to urge the board to look at ways to reduce costs while maintaining and 
possibly increasing the level and quality of services we pay for each year. 
Revisiting a regional emergency communication  system like the one we 
were part of several years ago and exploring the possibility of regionalizing 
emergency medical services are 2 examples we have asked them to consid-
er. The DPW budget has doubled in the past 10 years to almost 3 million 
dollars, with no end in sight to these significant annual increases. In the 
mean time the towns population appears to be on the decline, there hasn’t 
been any significant increase in the miles of roads we maintain, or the du-
ties of the DPW itself. We have urged the board to take a very close look 
at this issue. We hope you will find this voters guide to be informative and 
helpful as you enter the voting booth this year.  We appreciate any thoughts 
that you might have regarding our positions on any of the warrant articles 
and welcome your comments.  We would also like to welcome you to get in-
volved with the ACA. We are in our 8th year and have enjoyed the support 
shown by so many, of our efforts to bring sound management and transpar-
ency to our governing body.  

The members of your Amherst   
Citizens Association Mark Vincent, 
Tedd Landon, Rick Crocker.

“It’s All About the Money”


