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AMHERST – Susan Kierstead of 
Perennials from Susan in Amherst 
will be the speaker at the April 3 
meeting of the Amherst Garden 
Club held at the Messiah Luther-
an Church on Route 101.  Susan’s 
topic will be Early Spring Wonders: 
Ephemerals & Hellebores. Spring 
gardeners use their space more 
than once in a season and spring 
ephemerals are what allow them to 
do that.  They come up early, feed 
flower starved souls and disappear.  
Hellebores, another favorite flower 
of Susan’s, give pleasure all season.

With a botany degree as a basis 
and through forty years of propa-
gation and experimentation, Susan 
has discovered what the books don’t 
always tell you about getting posi-
tive results.  Her gardens cover ap-
proximately two acres.  Plantings 
include shade gardens, sun gardens, 
ornamental grasses, and a sandy 
hillside with ground covers.

The meeting will  begin at 9:00 
AM with a short social time and 
business meeting followed by the 
program at 10:15 AM.  The public is 
welcome to attend.
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Tax-free Income Is the 
Best Gift You Can Give 
Yourself at Retirement.
With an Edward Jones Roth IRA, any earnings are 
tax-free, and distributions can be taken free of 
penalties or taxes.* You may even benefit from 
converting a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA.

* Earnings distributions from a Roth IRA may be subject to taxes and a 
10% penalty if the account is less than five years old and the owner is 
under age 59½.

At Edward Jones, we spend time getting 
to know your goals so we can help you 
reach them. To learn more about why an 
Edward Jones Roth IRA can make sense 
for you, call or visit today.
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Amherst, NH 03031
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PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit independent living  

community for Seniors
• Large function and activity rooms
•	 Library with fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
• Planned social activities 

and functions
• Wellness and exercise  

programs 

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are now available, with heat and 
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives, 

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

Spring Grooming Time...
All Natural Shampoos and Treatments! 

Summer cuts, field cuts, flea and tick treatments 
7 days a week with our professional groomers.  

Call to make an appointment TODAY!
mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

Susan Kierstead to Speak at   
Garden Club April 3 Meeting Vernon Congregational Church in 

Feb. 1841 adopted anti-slavery res-
olutions. But at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church, when Brother 
Luther Melendy (1793-1883), who 
lived on Chestnut Hill then, pre-
sented an “abolition resolution” in 
that same month, it was dismissed 
by vote after discussion. Another 
resolution by Brother Aaron Law-
rence of Amherst, the merchant 
and philanthropist, was tabled. 
“The agitation of the slavery ques-
tion” and the church’s attitude to 
it alienated some members who re-
fused to continue to pay their share 
to support the preaching and want-
ed to split off. It resulted in Mr. Me-
lendy and Loea Pratt being excom-
municated in May 1841 – causing 
eight other sympathetic members 
so seek dismissal. Yet when the an-
ti-slavery resolutions of The Hills-
borough County [N.H.] Conference 
of Churches in June 1841 were “laid 
before the [Amherst] church,” they 
were “adopted by a large majori-
ty.” (Secomb, p. 303.) Luther’s grave 
monument bears the words: “The 
slaves friend / and the colored peo-
ples benefactor.” 

In 1845, when Elbridge Hardy 
(1804-1874) converted his tavern/
hotel, which he kept from 1831-
1862 on the south side of Amherst 
Common, to a “temperance house,” 
the “Hutchinsons,” those “veter-
an temperance singers,” sang at the 
celebration. (Farmers’ Cabinet, 20 
Feb. 1845.) In Feb. 1850, a “spirited 
meeting of the Amherst Total-Ab-
stinence Society” was “enlivened 
by some excellent songs from Mr. 
Joshua Hutchinson of Milford.”
Concerts in Amherst

Amherst residents, of course, 
benefited from being so close to 
the singers’ home base. The best 
opportunities for locals to catch a 
gig of the touring celebrities was 
on Thanksgiving, presumably be-
cause they returned home to cel-
ebrate that holiday with extended 
family. On Thanksgiving 1847, the 
Hutchinson Family gave a concert 
in Amherst’s Congregational meet-
inghouse, for 12.5 cents a person. 
On Thanksgiving eve 1850, John 
W. Hutchinson gave a solo con-
cert at Amherst Town Hall. (Pos-
sibly John was trying to earn some 
money after Judson’s bout of insan-
ity in Cleveland in Oct. 1850 cut 
short what would be the quartette’s 
final concert tour and forced their 
return home, the men to N.H. and 
Abby (Mrs. Ludlow Patton since 
Feb. 1849) to N.Y. or N.J. John had 
previously performed solo in neigh-
boring towns in the fall of 1849.) 
On Thanksgiving 1852, the “Orig-
inal Hutchinson Family,” meaning 
Judson, John and Asa (Abby having 
retired to married life), gave a vocal 
entertainment at the Town Hall in 
Amherst, also for 12.5 cents.

When the original quartette was 
touring overseas, their older broth-
er Joshua (1811-1883, twin), togeth-
er with one or two other brothers 
and the other sister (on occasion 
even with two non-family young 
females), gave concerts in New En-
gland and New York as the home 
branch of the Family. After sing-
ing in the Milford Baptist church 
choir for years as a child, Joshua, 
starting at age 18, was the choir-
master for 14 years, and thereby di-
rected his siblings and contributed 
to their musical training. John re-
called starting in the choir at age 7. 
From 1833-1840, Joshua carried on 
the business of wool carding and 
cloth dressing in Milford, but he 
also used his musical talent profes-
sionally by intermittently running a 
“singing school,” after scraping to-
gether the requisite funds to attend 
a “[music] teacher’s class” in Boston 
in 1836. On New Year’s 1851, Josh-
ua Hutchinson, “one of the Original 
Sixteen, accompanied with his New 
5 Octave Melodeon” (as he adver-
tised in the local newspaper), gave a 
“social entertainment” at the Town 
Hall in Amherst. The marketing for 
this local concert was rather inter-
esting. Although the regular admis-
sion fee was the usual 12.5 cents, 
“schools accompanied with their 
teachers, not exceeding 50, [were of-
fered admission for] 6.5 cents each. 
Parents with two children 50 cents 
each [which presumably meant if 
both parents attended, the two kids 
got in for free]. Bachelors accom-
panied with a sympathising asso-
ciate of the gentle sex, gratis.” Suit-
able for the young’ns but also the 
ultimate date night! He performed 
at Amherst Town Hall again: a 
song and ballad entertainment on 
Thanksgiving 1853 with Lyman 
Heath (1804-1870), a vocalist, mu-
sic teacher and composer of Nash-
ua (whose songs were performed 
by the Hutchinson quartette a de-
cade earlier and with whom Josh-
ua toured Vermont the preceding 
winter) and a vocal and instrumen-
tal concert in April 1854. Although 
he remained a farmer in Milford 
(1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 censuses), 
Joshua had a solo career “giving 50 
public [concerts], on an average, per 
year for 30 years” (as of 1874), some-
times alone, sometimes with others. 
The Civil War hit of the Hutchinson 
Family, “Tenting on the Old Camp-
ground,” was written (published in 
1864) by Joshua’s sometime per-
forming partner, Walter Kittredge 
(1834-1905) of Merrimack. 
Jesse Jr.’s Apprenticeship in 
Amherst

“Jesse, the 2d, ninth child, was 
sent at age of 12 years [1825] to learn 
the printing business in the office of 
the Farmers’ Cabinet (an invaluable 
weekly, cherished by the family for 
the past 50 years), where he spent 

several years as fellow apprentice 
and journeyman with the present 
proprietor, E. D. Boylston.” (Joshua’s 
memoir, 1874.) Shortly after remov-
ing to Lynn, Mass., this Jesse Jr. vis-
ited his hometown in 1836 to wed 
Susan W. Hartshorn (1815-1851), 
who was born in Amherst and was 
a niece of Daniel Hartshorn (1792-
1871) who started the foundry on 
Foundry Street in Amherst and 
built the house at 3 School Street. 
Jesse Jr. was a printer but also a mu-
sic teacher in Lynn when in 1841 the 
trio of younger brothers rode the 50 
miles in the family sleigh pulled by 
their pa’s old mare, to launch their 
singing career with a concert there. 
Jesse soon joined the quartette of 
siblings as business manager and 
musical director, and accompanied 
them on their successful year-long 
tour of Britain. He often was their 
lyricist. Late one night before an 
abolitionist convention in Boston, 
he dashed off the anti-slavery song, 
“Get Off the Track;” the next day 
during the Family’s performance, 
Jesse passionately sang the new 
verses himself, and his siblings the 
refrain. Near the end of his life he 
even traveled to the West Coast as 
the agent for another singing group. 

Their father having passed on 
in 1851, John and Asa moved to 
Lynn in 1853, the year that Jes-
se Jr. died. In June 1854, the trio 
of singing brothers offered for sale 
the “Hutchinson Family four-story 
company building” in downtown 
Milford, comprised of “two exten-
sive stores, four large and separate 
tenements and a commodious hall 
for lectures, &c.,” the house and 
store supplied by pump with water 
from a never-failing spring. They 
had built it a decade earlier at an ex-
pense of $5000, from the proceeds 
of their early success, to have a spa-
cious hall for holding concerts in 
their hometown. (Farmers’ Cabinet, 
5 Sep. 1844 and 1 June 1854.) Jud-
son remained in Milford with his 
family but hanged himself in Lynn 
on a visit to his brothers in 1859. 
In the 1850 census, only John had 
given his occupation as musician, 
whereas Judson and Asa were listed 
as farmers in Milford like their fa-
ther and older brothers, but in 1860 
in Lynn, John and Asa were listed 
as singers – and they would contin-
ue their musical careers separately 
with their wives and children. Sister 
Abby Patton did join in some con-
certs with John’s family at the out-
break of the Civil War. Although 
the three brothers are credited with 
founding the town of Hutchinson, 
Minnesota in 1855, it seems only 
Asa settled in that state. In Sep. 
1877, Mr. & Mrs. Ludlow Patton or-
ganized a reunion of the Hutchin-
son Family  at Baboosic Pond in 
Amherst, and some Hutchinsons 
sang at a Temperance Camp Meet-
ing on Lake Winnepesaukee.

Grandfather Leavitt of Amherst
In the audience of the Hutchin-

sons’ inaugural concert of 1840 was 
their grandfather, Andrew Leavitt 
(1752-1846) of Amherst, a house-
wright by trade who had helped to 
build the Congregational Church of 
Amherst 1771-’73 as a journeyman 
carpenter working for Ephraim 
Barker, the master meetinghouse 
builder. Andrew left town to fight in 
the Revolutionary War but returned 
around 1781, residing in the newly 
created Northwest Parish; but when 
Mont Vernon split off, Andrew lived 
on the Amherst side of the line. 
“Mr. Leavitt was quite a musician 
in his day,” wrote “S.” (surely Dan-
iel F. Secomb, soon to become town 
historian, in a remembrance of An-
drew for the Farmers’ Cabinet, 22 
Jan. 1878). The mother of the Tribe 
of Jesse was Andrew’s daughter 
Mary aka “Polly” (1785-1868). In her 
childhood, she and her older sister 
lent their lovely voices to the choir 
of the Congregational Church of 
Mt. Vernon. Polly wed Jesse in 1800 
when she was barely 15. By the time 
she died, she had 52 grandchildren 
and 28 great-grandchildren.

Polly Hutchinson’s brother John 
Leavitt (1786-1862) was a farmer 
and carpenter in Amherst who fur-
nished some cousins for the sing-
ers. Her brother Benjamin L. (1794-
1848) was a house painter who 
resided at 6 Manchester Road since 
1832. In 1846 he sold the north half 
of his residence for $500 to his sis-
ter-in-law Sarah/Sally Leavitt, who 
occupied it with husband William, 
an invalid who formerly followed 
the family trade as carpenter. An-
drew’s brother (and thus Polly’s 
uncle) was Joseph Leavitt (1760-
1838), who had arrived in Amherst 
around 1774, probably to follow in 
his brother’s footsteps, and became 
a “joiner” (house builder). Joseph 
lived since 1815 at “15” Courthouse 
Road in a small one-story dwelling 
house he had built (which would 
stand there until 1910). He & wife 
Mary (d. 1855) raised five children 
here. Their spinster daughter Char-
lotte owned & occupied her child-
hood home until her death in 1867. 
She split off the back portion of 
the lot, 26 Middle Street, by sell-
ing it to her step-cousin Timothy 
Jones Jr. (1793-1882), a carpenter 
(no surprise), who built the house 
still standing there. Timothy’s fa-
ther died before he was born, and 
his remarried mother died when he 
was 14 and Andrew Leavitt was his 
step-father, which made Tim the 
step-brother of Mrs. Polly Hutchin-
son. Joseph’s son Hiram D. Leavitt 
(1802-1842) is the one who in 
1824/5 built the house at 154 Am-
herst Street.
An Amherst Girl Sang

Easter Bunnies, Spring Clothes 
and Treasures at the church 
Spring Rummage Sale!

u Milford’s Famous Hutchinson Family Singers   continued from page 4

History of Christianity: Film Discussion Series 
at the Congregational Church of Amherst

AMHERST – Dozens of delight-
ful Easter decorations are among 
the many treasures to be found at 
the Spring Rummage Sale at the 
Congregational Church of Amherst 
on Friday, April 11 and Saturday, 
April 12. 

Great buys are the hallmark of 
the rummage sales, sponsored by 
the Woman’s Association (WA). 
Easter bunnies, eggs and baskets as 
well as spring and summer clothing, 
jewelry, antiques and vintage items, 
collectibles, toys, games, puzzles, 
books, linens, towels, household 
and home décor items are all avail-
able at excellent prices. On Friday, 
items are individually prices. On 
Saturday, the price is $5 per bag. 

The Spring and Fall Rummage 
Sales are two of the largest fund-
raisers of the WA and is a long-
standing tradition in the church 
and the community.  In addition 

to providing support to the church, 
the Organ Fund and the Senior 
High mission trip, the WA makes 
annual contributions to local char-
ities.  Last year funds raised from 
the rummage sales helped the Hol-
iday Toy Store, Anne Marie House, 
Camp Allen, SHARE, Bridges, the 
NH Prison Ministry and the Goff-
stown Women’s Prison garden.

Come early to find the best se-
lection! Sale hours are Friday, April 
11 from 5:00-7:30 pm and Satur-
day, April 12 from 9:00 am to noon.  
The church is located at 11 Church 
Street, on the town green in Am-
herst and is handicapped accessible. 
Additional information is found at 
www.ccamherst.org

Continued on page 8  u

AMHERST – Do you know how the first 
Christian communities lived? How did Christi-
anity move from being the faith of a perse-
cuted minority to the official religion of the 
Roman Empire? When and why was the first 
Bible put together? How did the Pope be-
come the leader of the early church? Did you 
know that Irish monks played a key role in 
preserving written scripture?

These and many more questions are an-
swered by the gripping A&E documentary 
“Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years.” 
The film will take participants back in space 
and time through filmed scenes of historical 
sites, and rich, beautiful images of contem-

porary works of art. Commentary offered by 
renowned scholars will shed light on key de-
velopments, and crossroads of Christian his-
tory. A discussion will follow each of the four 
segments, which will be presented on four 
Tuesday evenings, February through May. 
The parts are independent from each other, 
so it is not necessary to have seen the previ-
ous ones. The public is invited to attend.

 Sessions will be held on April 29th and 
May 20th. This program is hosted by the 
CCA Adult Education Committee at the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst. For more in-
formation or to sign up, please contact Car-
olin Sanchez:  c.n.sanchez@comcast.net.

Lynn Maxfield and Theresa van Ham with just a few of the many Easter 
decorations that will be available at the Spring Rummage Sale at the  
Congregational Church.

Susan Kierstead


